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8 Claims. 

This invention relates to certain new and use 
ful improvements in tables. 
The primary object of the invention is to pro 

vide a table, preferably of the folding type and 
of the kind usually employed in the playing of 
the game of bridge, card games or other games, 
the gist of the invention residing in the con 
struction of the table top wherein a fabric or 
other sheet of material is removably Secured to 
the table top permitting changing of the fabric 
or Sheet coverings having different designs Or 
having designs characteristic of the game being 
played. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a table top construction of the foregoing char 
acter wherein the interchangeable fabric or sheet 
table top coverings may be inexpensively pur 
chased as temnants and cut to shape Without 
any material degree of accuracy, but be secured 
in a fully Stretched and taut condition Over the 
table top With the ragged or cut edge of the 
Cloth or Sheet, hidden from View When the cloth 
or Sheet is in position on the table top. 
A further and impOrtant object of this inven 

tion is to provide a table especially designed for 
the piaying of cards With a fabric sheet remov 
ably secured in position On the playing surface 
of the table top and Wherein the table top em 
bodies a structure including a Central top board 
or section and a remOvable marginal rim, the 
fabric sheet, being removably retained in a 
stretched and taut condition Over the center sec 
tion of the top by means Of inter-fitting elements 
formed on the underside Of the marginal rim 
and the upper side of the adjacent underlying 
portion of the center section. 
With the above and Other objects in View that 

will become apparent as the nature of the inven 
tion is better understood, the Same consists in 
the novel form, combination and arrangement of 
parts hereinafter more fully describéd, shown in 
the accompanying dra Wings and claimed. 

In the drawings:- 
Figure 1 is a top plan view of a table construct 

ed in accordance with the present invention; 
Figure 2 is a side elevational view of the table 

in set up condition showing the folding legs; 
Figure 3 is a bottom plan View of the table in 

folded condition; 
Figure 4 is a top plan view of the table with 

the rim illustrated by dotted lines and illustrat 
ing the rib receiving grooves in the upper side 
of the Side ledges; 
"Figure 5 is a bottom plan View of the rim show 

(CI. 45-68.3) 

ing the ribs depending from the top flanges at 
the sides of the rim; 

Figure 6 is a side edge elevational view of the 
table in folded condition; 

Figure 7 is an enlarged detail sectional view 
taken on line 7-7 of Fig. 1 and showing the 
interfitting connection between the underside of 
the rim fiange and the upper side of the table 
top ledge for retaining fabric covering in a 
Stretched and taut condition; 

Figure 8 is an enlarged detail sectional view, 
Similar to Figure 7 but with the rim partially 
remOved from the central portion of the table 
top and illustrating the initial placement of the 
remOvable table top covering; 

Figure 9 is a top plan view of another form 
Of table top Wherein the groove in the ledge ex 
tends unbroken through the corners of the top; 
and 

Figure 10 is a bottom plan view of the rim 
for use With the form of invention shown in 
Figure 9 Wherein the depending rib carried by 
the fiange is continuous and unbroken. 

Briefiy described, the present invention relates 
to a table of the type usually employed for the 
playing Of bridge Or other card games and par 
ticularly to the Construction of the top portion 
thereof. The table may be of any desired curved 
or polygonal form in plan view, but for the pur 
pOSes of this invention, the same is illustrated 
as having a rectangular top. There is provided 
a Central table top portion of a rigid character 
provided With Supporting legs that may be col 
lapsible or foldable as illustrated With a mar 
ginal rim remOvably Supported on a depressed or 
lowered ledge portion at the outer edge of the 
center section to present the upper sides of the 
center portion of the table and the rim flange 
in the Same plaine. It is intended to provide a, 
removable fabric or like covering for the rigid 
center Section of the table top and to employ for 
Such COver'ings Waste scraps of material or rem 
inants of a size to extend over the table top with 
the edges of the fabric covering confined between 
the depressed portions of ledges at the Outer 
edges of the center section of the table top and 
the rim flange, Such edges of the fabric covering 
being Lockingly retained by means of interfitting 
means On the underside of the rim flange and the 
upper face of the depressed portion or ledge. 
With a construction of this character the fabric 
CÖYering is retained in a stretched and taut con 
dition over the center rigid section of the table 
top While the interfitting connectionsbetween the 
rim flange and the ledge prevent slippage of the 
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fabric covering. Tt is unnecessary to cut the 
fabric coverings to exact Sizes for the table top 
as the cut or ragged edges of the fabric Covering 
Will be confined between the tabile top ledge and 
rim to be hidden from View, but Of Course, the 
edge of the fabric sheet should be disposed Out 
Wardly of the interfitting connection betWeen 
the ledge and Tim flange, 

Referring more in detail to the accompanying 
drawings, there is illustrated a table, the COn 
struction there of being capable of modifications 
With the exception of the inventive features, 
Which of course are to be limited Only by the 
character of the claims, compilising a Tigid Cen 
ter portion having a fiat top section 15 resting at 
its marginal edge On a filler Strip 16 that in turn 
is mounted upon lower bar ledges 17 that project 
outwardly of the top section 15 and fillel' Strips 
16. Side rails 18 depend from the 10Wer Sides Of 
the Outer edges of the ledges 17, the fo1'egoing 
arrangement Constituting a rigid center” top Sec 
tion of the table and iî desired, all of Said parts 
may be formed of a unitary Structure, Such as by 
a metal pressing or dra Wing operation, but illüs 
trated as formed of connected Wooden elements. 
A remoyable marginal Tim 19 is mOunted upOn 

the Outwardly projecting Side edges of the ledges 
17 and include right angularly extending flanges 
20 and 21, the flange 20 resting upon the upper 
Side of the ledge 17 and being h01'iZOntally diS 
posed, while the vertical flange 21 of the rim 
19 depends from the flange 20 and overlies the 
outer edges or Sides of the ledge 17 and Side rails 
18 as ShoWn in Figure 7. The fiange 20 engaged 
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With the upper Side of the ledge 17 is of a thick 
ness substantially equalling the combined thick 
nesses of the top section 15 and the filler Strip 
16 so that the upper surfaces of the flange 20 
and top 15 substantially lie in the same plane 
to present a Smooth and uninterrupted table top 
extending over the top section 15 and the flange 
20 Of the rin. 19. 
The rim 19 is remoyably mounted upon the 

ledge 17 to permit the positioning of a fabric 
or other Sheet covering 22 upon the top Section 
15 of the center portion of the table and as 
ShoWin in Figure 7 the outer edge of the cover 
ing 22 extends between the inner faces of the 
flanges 20 and 21 of the rim 19 and the Outer 
faces of the ledge 17 and rails 18. To retain the 
covering 22 in a stretched and taut condition 
over the top section 15, there is provided an in 
terfitting connection between the underside of the 
flange 20 and the upper Side of the ledge 17, this 
Connection (as ShoWn mOre clearly in Figures '7 
and 8) comprising a depending rib 23 carried by 
the underside of the rim ?flange 20 and Secured 
to the rim flange as at 24 and terminating at its 
ends in Spaced relation to the corners of the rec 
tangular rim 19. A longitudinally extending 
depression or gi'OOve 25 is formed in the upper 
Side Of the ledge 17, terminating at its ends in 
Spaced relation to the corners of the rectangular 
ledge to receive the rib 23. 

In placing the fabric or other covering 22 
upon the table top, the Same is positioned as 
ShoWn in Figure 8 With the rim 19 removed, a 
portion 22a of the covering 22 extending over 
and above the ledge 17 and groove 25 and further 
extending downwardly as at 22b OutWardly of the 
Outer edge ol' end of the Ledge 17 and the rail 18. 
When the rim 19is lowered onto the ledge into the 
pOsition ShoWn in Figure '7, the portion 22d Of 
the covering 22 is engaged by the rib 23 to be 
mOved into the groove 25 as Well as being posi 

1961,733 
tioned between the lower face of the flange 20 
and upper face of the ledge 17 and the inner end 
of the flange 20 ar?d the Outer ends of the top 
Section 15 and filler Strip. The portion 22b Of 
the covering remains between the inner face Of 
the vertical flange 21 of the rim and the Outer 
ends of the ledge 17 and rail ?8, a, part of this 
portion of the covering being moved into the 
space between the flange 20 and ledge 17 t0 com 
pensate for movement of the covering material 
by the rib 23 into the groove 25. During assem 
bly of the rim 19 upon the ledge 17, the covering 
22 Overlying the top section 15 is Stretched into a 
taut condition and is S0 maintained by the inter 
fitting connection between the rim and ledge 
comprising the rib 23 and groove 25. The rim 19 
is frictionally retained in pOSition against acci 
dental displacement and acts to retain the cover 
ing in a taut condition. The fabric Or Other 
coverings 22 are readily interchangeable and it 
is possible to use Waste material or reminants as 
covering sheets, it, being unnecessary to cut the 
covering sheet to any exact dimension, other 
than to allow for an initial cover-ail area as 
ShoWn in Figure 8. 
Any form of Supporting legs for the table may 

be provided, the folding type being herein dis 
closed as attached to the rigid center portion of 
the table and including the legS 26 hinged as at 
27 to Side 1rails, 18 by meâns Of angle Straps 28 and 
braced in the uSual manner by the hinged links 
29 extending between the legS 26 and the Side 
rails. The Supporting legs are attached to the 
1rigid center portion Of the table which permitS 
ready remOval Of the rim Section 19 for the re 
placement of coverings When desired, 
The table has been deScribed as being Of 1'ec 

tangular form While the Cooperating ribs and 
grooves 23 and 25 carried by the rim 19 and ledge 
17 have been located at each Side of the table and 
terminating in Wardly of the ends thereof, but if 
desired, the rib 23a depending from the flange 
20d Of the Tim 19û may extend aS continuous and 
unbroken Over the COrners of the rim as ShoWn 
in Figure 9 While the groove 25d in the ledge 17a, 
as ShoWn in Figure 10 may extend in a, con 
tinuous and unbroken faShion through the Cor 
mers of the ledge, thereby providing an inter 
fitting connection between the underside of the 
rim flange and the upper side of the ledge 17 over 
the entire Contacting Surfaces of Said elements. 
From the ab0ve detailed description of the 

in Venti On, it is believed that the Construction and 
Operation thereOf Will at, Once be apparent and 
While there are herein ShoWn and described the 
preferred embodiments of the invention, it is 
nevertheless to be understood that minor changes 
may be made therein Without departing from the 
Spirit and Scope of the invention as claimed. 
?claim:- 
1. In a table of the type described, a, center 

top portion having a marginal ledge, a removable 
rim haVing a flange overlying the ledge, a cover 
for the top portion extending over the ledge, ribs 
depending from the underside of the rim flange 34 
and the Upper Sides Of the ledges having grooves 
therein to 1receive the ribs and adjacent portions 
of the cover to hold the cover in a Stretched and 
taut condition, and a Second flange On the rim 
Overlying the Outer edge of the ledge and con 
fining the edge of the cover. 

2. In a table of the type described, a, center top 
portion having a marginalledge, a removable rim 
having a fiange overlying the ledge, a, cover for 
the top portion extending over the ledge, ribs 35 
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depending from the underside of the rim flange 
and the upper sides of the ledges having grooves 
therein to receive the ribs and adjacent portions 
of the cover to hold the cover in a stretched and 
taut condition, and Said cooperating ribs and 
grooves extending uninterruptedly around the 
rim flange and ledge, and a second flange on the 
rim overlying the Outer edge of the ledge and con 
fining the edge of the cover. 

3. In a table of the type described, a center 
top portion having a marginal ledge, a remOvable 
rim having a flange Overlying the ledge, a COver 
for the top portion extending over the ledge, ribs 
depending from the underside of the rim flange 
and the upper Sides of the ledges having grooves 
therein to receive the ribs and adjacent portions 
of the cover to hold the cover in a Stretched and 
taut condition, and Said cooperating ribs and 
groove being located at each Side of the table, and 
a Second flange on the rim overlying the Outer 
edge of the ledge and confining the edge of the 
COVe?r. 

4. In a table of the type described, a center top 
portion, a marginal ledge projecting Outwardly 
there of and in a plane below the top portion, a 
rim of right angle formation remOvably mounted 
on the ledge and including a horizontal flange 
overlying the ledge and a Vertical flange inclos 
ing the Outer edge of the ledge, a cover for the 
top portion extending Over the ledge, and inter 
fitting means formed on the underside of the 
horizontal flange and On the upper side of the 
ledge to hold the cover in a Stretched and talut 
condition on the table top. 

5. In a table of the type described, a, center 
top portion, a marginal ledge projecting out 
wardly there of and in a plane below the top 
portion, a irim of right angle formation remov 
ably mounted on the ledge and including a hori 
Zoxhtal flange overlying the ledge and a verti 
cal flange inclosing the Outer edge of the ledge, 
a cover for the top portion extending Over the 
ledge, ribs depending from the horizontal flange 
and grooves formed in the upper Side Of the 

3 
ledge to receive the ribs for holding the cover 
in a stretched and taut condition on the table 
top. 

6. In a table of the type described, a, center 
top portion, a marginal ledge projecting Out 
wardly there of and in a plane below the top por 
tion, a irim of right angle formation removably 
mounted On the ledge and including a hori 
ZOntal flange overlying the ledge and a vertical 
flange inclosing the Outer edge of the ledge, 
a cover for the top portion extending Over the 
ledge and interfitting means formed on the un 
derside of the horizontal flange and on the up 
per Side of the ledge to hold the cover in a 
Stretched and taut condition on the table top, 
and Said interfitting means being arranged at 
each Side Of the table. 

7. In a table of the type described, a, center 
top portion, a marginal ledge projecting out 
wardly thereOf and in a plane below the top 
portion, a rim of right angle formation remov 
ably mounted on the ledge and including a hori 
Zontal flange overlying the ledge and a vertical 
flange inclosing the Outer edge of the ledge, a. 
cover for the top portion extending over the 
ledge, and interfitting means formed on the un 
derside Of the horizOntal flange and On the up 
per side of the ledge to hold the cover in a 
Stretched and taut condition On the table top, 
aild Said interfitting means continuing uninter 
ruptedly around the horizontal flange and ledge. 

8. In a table of the character described, a, 
center top portion, a marginal ledge projecting 
OutWardly thereof and in a plane below the top 
portion, a rim of right angle formation remov 
ably mounted on the ledge and including a hori 
ZOntal flange Overlying the ledge and a Verti 
cal flange enclosing the outer side of the ledge, 
a cover for the top portion extending Over the 
ledge and interfitting means formed on opposed 
faces of the rim and ledge tO hold the cover in 
a stretched and taut condition on the table top, 
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