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To all-whom it may concern:
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Be it known that T, James W. Jomnsox,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Detroit, in the county of Wayne and.State
of Michigan, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Ladder-Supports,
of which the following is a specification.
My invention relates to devices for gather-
ing fruit from trees, and more particularly
to an adjustable and portable device -for
supporting "a ladder in' close proximity to
a tree from which the fruit is to~ be
gathered. -
The device consists more specifically of
an attachment for the ordinary step ladder
by which the same may be provided with
suitable means for supporting a ladder of
common type, said attachment consisting of
a plate secured to each end of the top step
of the step ladder, this plate being provided
with openings for the reception of the ver-
tical sides of a framework the upper ex-
tremities of which are connected by a curved
member from which the ladder is hung.
Referring to the drawings forming a part
of this application; Figure 1 is a perspective
view of my device showing it in its opera-
tive position; Fig. 2 is a perspective view
of the plate attachment to the top of the
step ladder; IFig. 3 is a perspective view of
the framework which is supported by the
step ladder; Fig. 4 is a perspective view of
the curved bar which connects the upper
extremities of the framework and formsthe
support for the ladder; Fig. 5 is a detail
view of the hook which forms the means
for .connecting the ladder to- the curved
bar which connects the upper extremities

- of the members secured to the step ladders,
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one of these hooks being carried by the
upper extremity of each of the side rails
of the ladder, and Fig. 6 is a detail view

. showing the method of securing the frame-
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work to the plate which is secured to the
top step of the step ladder.

Referring more specifically to. the draw-
ings, the numeral 1 designates a step ladder
of common form. o

The numeral 2 designates a plate which
is provided with apertures 3 for the recep-
tion of bolts 4 for securing the plate 2 to
the top step 5 of the step ladder 1. One
edge of the plate 2 is provided with pro-
jecting members 6 having apertures 7, which
apertures receive the members 8—8 of the
frame work members 9. - The frame work

members 9 comprise parallel members 8—8

which are connected near the upper extremi-

ties by the brace 10. '
Spaced apertures 11 are provided near

the lower extremity of each of the mem- .

bers 8—8, and form in combination with
the bolt 117, means for adjustably secur-
ing the framework members 9 to the step
ladder 1. The bolt 11’ passes  through the

- opening 20 in the members 6, said opening
- 20 extending in a plane at right: angles to

the opening 7. Any suitable means may

' be employed to prevent displacement of

the bolts 117,
A member 12, curved in a horizontal
plane, is secured at each extremity to one
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of the framework members 9 by bolts 13, -

this curved member 12 forming a support
for the upper extremity of the ladder 14,

‘as-shown in Fig. 1 of the drawing. Secured

to the upper extremity of each of the side

hook passing around the curved bar 12,

thereby forming means for retaining the.

ladder 14 in position. By having the bar
12 curved, the same extends around the tree
to be worked by the fruit-gatherer and per-

mits of covering a large portion thereof and.

without moving the ladder until substan-
tially a half of the tree has been covered.

In assembling my device, the step lad-

ders are first properly positioned.” The
framework members 9 carrying the curved
bar 12 are then secured in place on the lad-
ders by. passing the lower extremity of the
members 8—8 through apertures 7—7 in
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‘rails of the ladder 14, is a hook 15, this -
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the projections 6—6 of the plate 2. The -

apertures 11 of the members 8—8 are
brought to -register with the transverse
openings of the members 6—6 of the plate
2, and the bolt 11’ passed therethrough.
The hooks 15 are then positioned to-engage

the curved bar 12, thus forming the sup- -

port for the ladder 14.

I claim: : :

1. In combination with a pair of step lad-
ders, a_ ladder-supporting device compris-
ing a plate secured to each of said step lad-
ders, vertically extending members secured
ineach of said plates, and a bar connecting
said vertically extending members.

2. A ladder-supporting device compris-
ing in combination a pair of step ladders, a
plate secured to each of said step ladders,

a vertically extending member carried by
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‘said plate having a plurality of apertures, -
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each of said step ladders and secured in the
apertures of said plate, and a curved bar
connecting the upper extremities of the
vertically extending members.

3. A ladder-supporting device compris-
ing in combination a pair of step ladders, a
vertically extending member secured toeach
of said step ladders, and a curved bar con-
necting the upper extremities of the verti-
cally extending members.

4. A ladder-supporting device compris-
ing in combination, a pair of step ladders,
vertically extending members adjustably se-
cured to each of said step ladders, and
means for connecting the upper extremities
of the vertically extending members.

5. A ladder-supporting device compris-
ing in combination a pair of step ladders,
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a plate secured to the upper step of each of

said step ladders and provided with aper-

tures, vertically extending members adjust-

ably secured within the apertures of said

plate, and means for connecting the upper

gxtremities of the vertically extending mem-
ers.

6. The combination of supports, uprights
carried by the supports, a cross bar connect-
ing the uprights, said cross bar being curved
in a horizontal plane, and a ladder sup-
ported by the cross bar.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JAMES W. JOHNSON.

Witnesses:

Craries W. DoMINE,
Joun C. NIEPER. :

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the ¢ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”
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