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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,624,582 

INTERLOCKNG CARD TRAY AND CARD 
HOLDER 

Ruth F. Molinar, Mexico City, Mexico 
Application October 22, 1949, Serial No. 122,935 

(CI. 273-148) 7 Claims. 
1. 

This invention relates to an accessory for use 
in connection with card games. More specifically, 
the invention relates to a card holding accessory 
Comprising a card receptacle and a plurality of 
relatively shallow card trays interfitted to the 
card receptacle. 

In playing various card games such as canasta, 
and Several forms of runny, a pile of cards is 
first placed face down. On a table. During the 
progress of the game the players discard cards 
upon another pile facing upWardly and also place 
additional cards at different locations on the card 
table. In playing such card games, considerable 
difficulty is encountered in utilizing to best advan 
tage the available space provided by a conven 
tional card table and in maintaining order in the 
arrangement of the cards on the table. The 
players are often subjected to considerable incon 
Venience and delay in keeping the upwardly faced 
Cards in a neat pile, and this is objectionable since 
in many games the top card should be the only 
visible card in the upturned pile. Various card 
holding devices have been heretofore suggested 
for purposes of assisting the card players in play 
ing various games, but these are not satisfactory 
for games such as canasta since they are not 
Sufficiently compact or conducive to orderliness, 
nor are they adaptable for re-arrangement to 
take care of varying numbers of players. More 
Over, the known accessories for card games are 
relatively cumbersome to use and to store away 
When not in use. 

It is accordingly an object of this invention to 
provide an accessory for card games which over 
connes the difficulties indicated above. A further 
object of the invention is to provide a cardholding 
accessory which is adapted for use in connection 
with a Wide variety of card games. Another 
object is to provide a card holding device com 
prising a plurality of separate card holding units 
constructed to interfit to form a single composite 
structure in use. Still another object of the in 
Vention is to provide card holding units which 
may be readily re-arranged in different combina 
tions and thereby adapted for use by varying 
numbers of players. 
The foregoing and other objects of the inven 

tion, including the simplicity and economy of 
manufacture of same, will appear in the descrip 
tion which follows and in the drawings. 
In summary, the invention comprises broadly 

a centrally positioned, relatively deep card recep 
tacle and a plurality of relatively shallow card 
trays arranged in Surrounding relation to the 
central receptacle and releasably interlocked 
therewith to form a composite structure. 
Of the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a plan view of the card holding acces 

sory of this invention arranged for four players; 
Figs. 2, 3 and 4 are fractional Sectional views 

5 

0. 

5 

20 

25. 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

2 
of the central portion of the card holding acceS 
SOry of the invention, taken as indicated by the 
lines and arrows II-II, III-III, and IW-IV 
respectively of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 5 is a plan view of the card receptacle and 
trays arranged for two players; 

Fig. 6 is a fractional Sectional view of the same 
taken as indicated by the lines and arrows WI-VI 
which appear in Fig. 5. 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the central card 
receptacle of the invention; and 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of one of the Sur 
rounding card trays of the invention. 

Referring to Fig. 1, the illustrated embodiment 
of the invention comprises a central card recep 
tacle 9 and four relatively shallow card trays f. 
The central receptacle f G is surrounded by the 
adjacent trays to form the assembled accessory. 
The central card receptacle O is constructed. 

to include a card Well 2 which is particularly 
adapted to hold a pile of cards 3 and another 
card well 4 which is particularly adapted to hold 
a pile of cards 5. Well f2 has four relatively 
steep side walls 6 which are affixed to the bottom 
30 (Fig. 2) of well f2 and to the top 7 of the 
receptacle . Well 4 has four side walls 8 
of lesser gradient than side Walls 6. Walls 8 
are affixed to the bottom 3 of Well and to the 
top piece of receptacle O. Well f2 is particu 
larly adapted to receive discards of upwardly faced 
cards since it has relatively steep side walls 6 
Which are instrumental in attaining a neatly 
Stacked pile of cards of which only the face of 
the top card f3 is visible to the players. By con 
trast, Well f4 is particularly adapted to hold a 
pile of downwardly faced cards 5 since they may 
readily be removed one at a time by sliding them 
horizontally toward one of the side walls 8 and 
then exerting further horizontal force which slides 
the card upwardly along said side wall 8 and out 
of well 4. 

Disposed horizontally and in surrounding rela 
tion to receptacle to having relatively deep card 
Wells 2 and 4 are four relatively shallow card 
trays . Trays are particularly suitable for 
reception of relatively Small numbers of cards: 
Each tray f has a bottom piece 9 which is di 
vided into a series of card receiving compart 
ments 20 which are arranged in side by side con 
tiguous relation with upstanding partitions 2 
between the individual compartments 20. Parti 
tions 2 are formed integrally with bottom piece 
9. Spaced equally along the top surfaces of each 
partition 2 are five grooves 22. The grooves 
22 are of material benefit in that they facilitate 
the uniform spacing of upwardly faced cards 23 
in compartments 20. At the outer ends of each 
compartment 20 is a finger receiving slot 24. 
Each slot 24 is open at the outer edge of the tray 

and has a closed inner end spaced from the 
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inner edge 25 of tray at a distance less than 
the length of a card. This facilitates the rapid 
stacking of Spaced cards 23 in compartment 20 to 
form a pile 26 of cards. The stacking of the cards 
is conveniently accomplished by the player's 
finger which is inserted in the desired slot 24 and 
moved horizontally toward the inner edge 25 of 
the tray . 

Referring to Fig. 2, the bottom 30 of card well 
2 is rounded and formed integrally with side: 

walls 6. The cards 3 form a pile in well 2 of 
which the botton card 3 contacts the botton 
30 of the well at the side edges of the card 3 
Only. This is of importance in enabling the re 
moval of the entire pile of cards 3 in accordance 
with the procedure of many card games Since 
the entire pile is readily scooped by hand out of 
card well 2. Bottom 3 of Well 4 is a flat 
member formed integrally with upwardly sloping 
side walls 8. Depending Supporting end Wall 
32 is formed integrally with the top plate 7 and 
is spaced from the side wall 6 of well 2. De 
pending Supporting end wall 33 is formed in 
tegrally with side wall 8 and is Spaced therefron. 
Depending supporting side wall 34 which is 

formed integrally with top pieces 7 is slotted 
horizontally to form a card slot, 35. Card slot 
35 has a horizontal length corresponding ap 
proximately to the width of a playing card and a 
height several times the thickness of a card. Slot 
35 is constructed to receive and Support a play 
ing card which may be inserted therethrough 
during the course of a card game and is positioned 
centrally with respect to card well (2. 

Slidably interfitted to depending side walls 34 
and end walls 32 and 33 of the receptacle are 
relatively shallow card trays (Fig. 2). Formed 
integrally with bottom piece 9 of card tray 
is a channel member comprehensively designated 
by the number 36. The channel member 36 con 
sists of an upwardly extending outer flange 25, a 
web 4, and an inner parallel upwardly eXtend 
ing flange 40. The fianges 25 and 40 are pref 
erably formed integrally with web 4. The 
channel member 36 is constructed to interfit slid 
ably with any one of the depending walls 32, 33, 
and 34 of receptacle ?o thereby securing tray 
to central receptacle 0 to form a composite 
structure. The members 40, 4 constitute an in 
terlocking unit for securing the tray to the 
receptacle f C. 

Referring to Fig. 3, it will be apparent that 
card slot 35 is positioned above and Spaced from 
the bottom 30 of card well 2 for the disposition 
of card 42 at an upward angle from the bottom 
30 through slot 35. Card 42 is supported by the 
slotted depending side wall 34 and is in contact 
with bottom 30 of well 2 and the table or Sup 
port on which the entire structure is mounted. 
Inner flange 40 of channel member 36 has a 
rounded upper inner surface 43 which is cut away 
to provide free space intermediate the slot 35 
and the bottom 30 for disposition of a card 42 
therebetween. 
With reference to Fig. 4, it will be observed 

that the length of inner fange 40 is substantially 
equal to the distance between parallel side walls 
34. Inner flange 40 interfitS with either end 
wall 32 or 33, the lower edge 46 of which is Offset 
or raised to accommodate the Web 4. Inner 
flange 40 is locked against sliding movement With 
respect to end wall 32, by side walls 34. Further 
referring to Fig. 4, each depending end wall 32, 
33 has a pair of notches 44 at its lower corners, 
for a purpose further to be explained hereinafter. 
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4. 
Referring to Figs. 7 and 8, the pendant side 

walls 34 of receptacle O have central offset sec 
tions 45 which coact with the innel fange 49 
and Web 4 of each channel member 36 of trayS 

to interlock the tray and the receptacle 10 
when said fange and web are in registry with the 
offset Section 45. Each depending side Wall 34 
has a pair of corner portions having lower edges 
47 disposed at a single level and a central Offset 
portion 45 intermediate the cornel portions 
having its lower edge 48 at a higher level than 
the lower edges 47 of the corner portions of side 
Wall 34. Channel member 36 is constructed to 
interfit slidably with the corner portions of Side 
wall 34, the bottom edges 47 then being Sup 
ported upon the web 4 of channel member 36. 
However, the ends 5 of web 4 lock with the 
inclined portions 48a of the offset bottom edges 
48 of offset 45 when channel member 36 is in 
registry with offset 45, thereby positioning tray 

at a desired location with respect to recep 
tacle O to form a composite structure. 
Depending end walls 32 and 33 have notches 44 

at their lower corners. Each notch 44 has a 
shape corresponding to the croSS Sectional shape 
of inner flange 40 of channel member 36. Card 
tray is conveniently interfitted with receptacle 
O by sliding the inner flange 40 of channel mem 
ber 36 through notch 44 with the upper face of 
Web. 4 sliding along bottom edge of runner 4 to 
the desired position which may be at any point 
along the length of runner 47, or may be in inter 
locking position with respect to offset 45. This 
feature is of particular significance in that the 
adaptation of the composite structure to Wide 
varieties of card games having different numbers 
of players is facilitated. 
As appears in Figs. 5 and 6, the card receptacle 

O and trays f are readily rearranged for play 
ing games for two players in which each player 
has occasion to use a relatively large number of 
compartments 20. Two trays are interfitted 
with each depending side Wall 34 of Card recep 
tacle O. The web 4 of each channel member 36 
supports the side walls 34 along half the length 
of the Web 4, the other half of each web 4 
being disposed outwardly of the ends of receptacle 
O. This arrangement may also be adapted for 

use by six players by including in the accessory 
an additional pair of trays which are disposed 
laterally at each end of the composite structure 
shown in Fig. 5. Channel members 36 of Such 
additional trays are simply inserted into the Space 
between outer flanges 25 of the longitudinally 
disposed trays ff. Since the length of each chan 
nel member 36 is substantially equal to the dis 
tance between parallel depending side Walls 34, 
the parallel fianges 25 lock the laterally disposed 
trays against lateral sliding movement, The 
inner fanges 40 and WebS 4 of Channel men 
bers 36 are preferably of a single uniform length 
and the trays i? are constructed to be inter 
changed with one another as desired. 
Although two examples have been shown for 

arranging the card holding trays and central re 
ceptacle in different interfitting relations, the 
players may find it desirable, when Space permits, 
to maintain the trays in Separate relation from 
the central receptacle, and it will be seen that 
the various units are so designed that they may 
be disposed in many different arrangements ac 
cording to the convenience and numbers of the 
players participating in the game. 
While the invention has been described in con 

siderable detail. With reference to one preferred 
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embodiment thereof, it will be appreciated that 
the invention may also be practiced by substitut 
ing a wide variety of modifications or equivalents 
for the elements shown and described herein. All 
such modifications including reversals of parts 
and the use of certain features of the structure 
independently of the use of other features are 
within the spirit and scope of the invention as 
defined in the appended claims. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. In combination, a receptacle including a 

dish-shaped well for receiving a stacked pile of 
cards, and a runner surrounding the well and 
spaced from the sides and ends thereof, said 
runner comprising side and end Sections, each 
side section having a bottom edge With corner 
bottom edge portions disposed at a common level, 
an intermediate bottom edge portion above said 
common level, and upwardly inclined edges con 
necting said corner bottom edge portions to said 
intermediate bottom edge portion, a card tray, 
an interlocking unit disposed at the edge of said 
tray, said interlocking unit having a web shaped 
for reception of the runner, a section of said 
web being shaped to correspond to the shape of 
the intermediate portions of the runner and con 
structed to interlock with said upwardly inclined 
edges, whereby the tray and the receptacle are 
adapted to be interfitted and interlocked to form 
a composite structure. 

2. An accessory for a card playing game com 
prising a card receptacle, a pendant side wall on 
said card receptacle, said pendant wall having 
a bottom Surface comprising a pair of end Sur 
faces at a common level which serve to support 
the accessory and an intermediate bottom surface 
at a higher level, a card tray, a wall receiving 
interlocking unit on said card tray, said interlock 
ing unit having a web shaped to interfit slidably 
with the end Surfaces of the pendant wall and 
of proper length to interlock with the botton 
edge of said pendant wall when in registry with 
Said intermediate bottom surface of the pendant 
Wall. 

3. An accessory for a card playing game com 
prising a central receptacle having two relatively 
deep wells, one of said wells having a rounded 
bottom and relatively steep sides and the other 
well having a flat bottom and flat inclined sides, 
said receptacle having pendant sides and ends, 
one of the pendant sides including a vertically 
disposed wall element having an elevated bottom 
edge and downwardly directed edges at the ends 
of said elevated edge, a plurality of relatively shal 
low card trays disposed horizontally and in sur 
rounding relation to the central receptacle, each 
of said trays carrying an upwardly directed flange 
constructed to embrace the elevated bottom edge 
of the receptacle side Wall for locking engagement 
with said downwardly directed edges, each of said 
card trays being divided into parallel sections by 
means of a plurality of notched upstanding parti 
tions and each of said parallel sections having 
an elongate slot. With an open outer end at the 
outer edge of the tray and a closed inner end 
spaced at a distance less than the length of a 
card from the inner edge of the tray. 

4. An acceSSOry for playing a card game on a 
table or like base comprising a card receptacle 
having a bottom, a side wall extending upwardly 
at an obtuse angle thereto, a depending wall on 
said receptacle adjacent said side wall, said de 
pending wall supporting the receptacle bottom 
above the Surface of said base a card receiving 
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slot in said depending wall above the receptacle 
bottom, a card tray, Wall engaging means on said: 
card tray including an upwardly extending flange 
constructed to interfit with said depending wall 
below said card slot with the upwardly extend 
ing flange disposed between the side Wall and 
the depending wall of the receptacle, Said up 
wardly extending flange having a shaped upper 
inner surface adjacent the side Wall of the Well 
and below the slot to provide free space for dis 
position of a card between the card slot and the 
bottom surface of the card receptacle. 

5. An accessory for a card playing game com 
prising a card receptacle having a pair of integral 
card Wells and having a pair of ends and a pair 
of sides longer than the ends, the sides and ends 
each including a vertically disposed wall element 
having an elevated bottom edge centrally posi 
tioned thereon, the elevated bottom edges being 
bounded by inclined boundary edges and being 
of equal length on all the walls, and a plurality 
of card trays each having a wall receiving inter 
locking unit of uniform length constructed slid 
ably to interfit with a pendant wall and to inter 
lock With said inclined boundary edges. 

6. A card playing accessory for use in card 
games played on a table or other horizontal base 
comprising a card receptacle; a pendant side wall 
on said receptacle; said pendant side Wall hav 
ing an offset bottom edge comprising a first sub 
stantially horizontal bottom edge at one corner 
of the receptacle, said first Substantially hori 
Zontal bottom edge being adapted to bear against 
the horizontal base to support the corner of the 
card receptacle thereon, a first upwardly disposed 
edge, an intermediate horizontal bottom edge at a 
level above said first bottom edge, a second up 
wardly disposed edge, and a second substantially 
horiozntal bottom edge at another corner of the 
receptacle, said second Substantially horizontal 
bottom edge being adapted to bear against the 
horizontal base to support said other corner of 
the receptacle, said upwardly disposed edges Con 
necting the intermediate edge to each of Said 
corner edges; a card tray; a wall receiving inter 
locking unit at One edge of said card tray; Said 
interlocking unit including a web and a pair of 
upwardly disposed spaced apart flanges attached 
to said Web, the bottom edge of the Web being 
adapted to contact the horizontal base and the 
top edge of the web being adapted to contact 
the bottom edge of said pendant side wall; said 
web having upwardly disposed end edges spaced 
apart from one another at a distance Substan 
tially equal to the Spacing between the upWardly 
disposed edges of the botton of said pendant side 
Wall, whereby the web ends are constructed to 
interlock with said upwardly disposed bottom 
edges to maintain the card tray in definite posi 
tion on said card receptacle. 

7. An accessory for a card playing game, com 
prising a receptacle including a dish-shaped well 
for receiving a stacked pile of cards, an integral 
runner spaced from the sides of the well, said 
runner having a raised offset bottom edge inter 
mediate its ends and lower bottom edges at its 
ends, said lower bottom edges constituting sup 
ports for the accessory, a card tray, and an inter 
locking unit on the edge of said card tray, the 
interlocking unit being constructed for sliding 
reception of the runner and having a length sub 
Stantially the same as that of said raised offset 
bottom edge, said interlock being constructed to 
interlock with the offset runner, the weight of 
Said receptacle urging Said runner downwardly 
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toward said interlocking unit and Serving to re 
tain said interlocking relationship. 

RUTH F, MOLINAR. 
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