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To wicn it may concern: 
Be it known that I, LOUIs HILLEBRAND, of the 

city and county of Philadelphia, and State of Penn 
sylvania, have invented a new and improved Trunk 
Stay; and I do hereby declare the following to be a 
full, elear, and exact description thereof, suficient to 
enable otlers skilled in theart to which my invention 
appertains to make and use the same, reference be 
ing had to the accompanying drawings making part 
of this specification, iniwlieb- . 

Figures 1 and 2 represent side views of my inven 
tion, in open and closed states. 

Figures 8 and 4 are views of a modification thereof. 

parts in the several figures. 
My invention consists in connecting to the body 

and lid of a trunk one or more pairs of. braces, which 
are pivoted to eael other, and so constructed that, 
when the lid is raised, they engage or lockwith eael 
other, and therely retain the lid in an open state, 

; and prevent its faling or closing unless, oruntil, they 
are disengaged, wliel operation is readily accom 
plished, as will be lereinafter more fully described. 

In the drawings- - 
A representsa body of a trunk, and B tlhelid tlhere 

of whiel parts may be of ordinary form of construc 
tion. . 

To the frame-work of said body and lid I pivot, 
respectively, braces CD, wbiel are of diferent lengths, 
and by preference of flat pieces of metal. They are 
pivoted to eael otler at such points that one brace 
shall be prolonged beyond the pivot. This prolon 
gation E has formed on its face a depression, open 
ing, or slot F, and the other brace has a projection, 
G, which I prefer to stamp or strike up from the 
metal. 
The projection is designed to drop into the opening 

or depression. The lid being raised, the braces open, 
and, when the projection G reaches the prolongation 
E, it rises and rides over the latter, and forms a 

Sinilar letters of referenee indicate corresponding 

spring between the two braces, so that, when said 
projection arrives fully at the opening or depression 
F, it springs tlhereinto, or forms What is commonly 
called a “snap,” whereby the two braces are locked, 
and the lid is held open. 
When the lid is to be loweled, a sharp blow there 

on in the direction of the body of the trunk will dis 
tengage the braces, the parts I G separating and the 
braces folding with the motion of the lid. The same 
resultis accomplisled by a blow on the braces, pref 
erably behird the prolongation or against the pivot 
of the braces. . - a i 

It is evident tlat the projection G may be formed 
on the prolongation, and the opening or depression : 
in the short brace, (see fgs. 3 and 4) but the opera 
tion will betle same as previously described. 

If desired, an additional stop, H, may be located 
on one of tle braces, so as to relieve the pivot of the 
brace from any strain when the trunk-lid is hurriedly 
raised, as well as to assist the operation of locking. 
The stay, as constructed, may be made to fold to . 

the front or rear, as desired. 
Having thus described my invention, 
What I claim as mew, and desire to seeure by Ilet 

ters Patent, is- . i 
1. A. trunk-stay, constructed of two braces, hinged 

together, and adapted to spring and catch on eaeh 
dther, and thereby be locked or engaged, substan 
tially as described. n 

2. The two braees C, D, pivoted together, leaving 
a, prolongation, E, in connection with the locking 
mechanism F G, formed on the straps, and operating 
together, substantially as and for the purpose de 
scribed. n * . 

To the above I lave signed my name, this 19th day 
of April, 1870. 

LOUIS HILLEBRAND, 
'Witnesses: . 

DANIEr. WoLF, 
I. C. SCHUELLERMANN. 

  

  

  

  


