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(57) Abstract: A switching system includes a port extender device coupled to a central switching device. Packets processed by the
central switching device are forwarded to the port extender device and enqueued in ones of a plurality of egress queues in the port
extender device for transmission of the packets via the front ports of the port extender device. Respective egress queues in the port
extender device have a queue depth that is less than a queue depth of corresponding respective egress queues in the central switching
device. A flow control message indicative of congestion in a particular egress queue of the port extender device is generated and
transmitted to the central switch device to control transmission of packets from the central switching device to the particular egress
queue of the port extender device.
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-18, 25-27

Apparatuses and methods for traffic management in a network
switching system with remote physical ports, where a port
extender device sends flow control messages to a central

switch device, the port extender and the central switch
comprising corresponding egress queues.

2. claims: 19-24

Apparatuses and methods for traffic management in a network
switching system with remote physical ports, where the
central switch sends two flow control messages to the port
extender using two different flow control protocols.
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