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To all, whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ALFRED W. FosTER, a 

citizen of the United States of America, and a 
resident of Washington, District of Columbia, 

5 have invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Nap-Restoring Devices, of which the 
following is a specification. 
Myinvention relates to certain new and use 

ful improvements in devices for restoring the 
Io nap to cloth; and the object thereof is to pro 

vide a device which will when used on a piece 
of cloth which has been worn shiny pick up 
a new nap, and thereby remove from the cloth 
the shine, which is due to the fact that the nap 

I5 on the cloth has been worn off. 
By my invention I restore the nap without 

wearing out the cloth, as the nap is picked up 
from the wool. 

I am aware that attempts have been made to 
2O restore a nap to worn goods by rubbing them 

with emery-cloth or sandpaper. This, how 
ever, is very objectionable, because to pro 
duce even a slight nap a great deal of the 
cloth has to be worn away, whereas by my 

25 invention the nap is produced without wear 
ing away the cloth. 

Referring to the drawings, wherein I show 
the preferred form of my invention and 
wherein like parts are designated by the same 

3o reference numerals wherever they occur, 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my inven 
tion. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section thereof. 
Fig. 3 is a section taken at right angles to 
Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a detail view showing how 

35 the wire bristles are secured to the brush. 
1 is the back of the brush, made in any de 

sired form or size. 
2 is a sheet of leather, rubber, or other suit 

able material which is provided with the holes 
4o 3, as best shown in Fig. 4. 

4 represents the bristles, which are prefer 
ably bent in U-shaped form, so that they may 
be inserted in the holes 3 in the manner shown 
in Fig. 4. These wire bristles are long and 

45 flexible, being preferably made of fine steel 
Wire, Such as piano-wire, so that they may 
readily yield when drawn over a piece of 
cloth. The bristles must be of such a length 

the arrow in Fig. 1. 

and of such a degree of flexibility that when 
the brush is drawn over a piece of cloth in 5o 
the direction of the arrow in Fig. 1 the points 
of the bristles will catch under the fibers of 
cloth, and as the brush is drawn along the 
bristles will yield until the ends of the bristles 
move to a perpendicular position or slightly 55 
beyond, when the bristles will be released 
from the fiber of the cloth. In this way the 
nap which is formed by the fiber of the cloth 
will be raised without tearing the surface. It 
will thus be seen that the ends of the bristles 6o 
stand first in such relation to the cloth as to 
be in a position where they will tend to catch 
under the fiber and then in a position where 
they will withdraw from the fiber as the brush 
is moved over the cloth. In order that the 65 
bristles may readily pick up the nap, they 
are provided with the bend 5 about midway 
of their length, so that their free ends are not 
perpendicular to the back of the brush. 
In order to increase the spring of the bris- 7 O 

tles, I preferably place over the sheet 3 a sec 
ond sheet 6, which is provided with a series 
of ridges 7, there being a ridge for each row 
of bristles, the rows of bristles passing 
through the rows of ridges, as best shown in 75 
Fig. 2. 
In the operation of my device the brush is 

placed on a piece of cloth upon which it is 
desired to provide a new nap, and the brush 
is drawn over the cloth in the direction of 8o 

The points of the fine 
wire bristles will catchin the body of the cloth 
and will raise the fibers forming the body 
without tearing them and willin this way pro 
vide the surface of the cloth with a nap. 
As the shine which appears on worn goods 

is due to the fact that the nap has been worn 
off, renewing the nap will remove this shine 
and will give the cloth the appearance of new. 
Thus it will be seen that cloths which have 9o 
become worn and shiny may by the use of my 
brush be restored to their original condition. 
While I have described what I deem to be 

the preferred form of my invention, I desire 
to have it understood that changes may be 95 
made in the form and construction of the 
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parts thereof without departing from the spirit fiber of the cloth when the bristles are in 
of my invention. their normal position, they will yield until 15 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure they are in a position to disengage from the 

by Letters Patent, is- fiber of the cloth, whereby the fiber of the 
5. As a new article of manufacture, a nap-re- cloth will be picked up and the nap restored 

storing brush consisting of a suitable back, a without tearing the cloth. 
sheet of suitable material secured to the back, Signed by me at Washington, District of Co- 2 O 
E. bristles Ritary the sheet, lumbia, this 4th day of June, 1903. 
the bristles being bent at an angle between 

Io their ends and being of such a length and of ALFRED W. FOSTER. 
such an elasticity that when the device is Witnesses: 
drawn over a piece of cloth in the direction FRANCIs M. PHELPs, 
for the ends of the bristles to catch under the DENIZA MATTHEWS. 

  


