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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Cornmrivs E. Kirpy,
a citizen of the United States of America,
residing at Youngstown, in the county of
Mahoning and State of Ohio, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Safety Appliances for Scaling Flagpoles,
of which the following is a specification,
reference being had therein to the accom-
panying drawing.

This invention relates to a safety appli-
ance for scaling flag poles, and has for its
primary object to provide a novel device
for frictionally gripping a pole for safely
supporting a painter, flag-hanger, or per-
sons scaling or working upon the pole.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a novel safety appliance, wherein posi-
tive and reliable means are employed for
positively holding the device in engagement
with the pole, particularly should the hoist-
ing cable break.

A further object of this invention is to
provide a simple and durable seat support-
ing clamp for poles that can be easily and

quickly manipulated for adjusting thesame

relative to the pole, whereby a painter can
safely ascend and descend without injuring

the pole or causing the same to sway or vi-

brate by the weight of the painter.

These and such other objects as may here-
inafter appear are attained by a clamping
device which will presently be described in

detail and claimed, reference being had to-

the drawing forming part of this applica-
tion, wherein there is il}iustrated a preferred
embodiment of the invention, but it is to be
understood that the structural elements
thereof can be varied or changed without
departing from the scope of the invention,
as claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is an elevation
of a flag pole showing the safety appli-
ance upon said pole, Fig. 2 is an enlarged
side elevation of the appliance removed

from the pole, Fig. 3 is a front elevation

of the same, and Fig. 4 is a plan of the
same.

In the accompanying drawings, 1 and 2
denote metallic straps, each strap having one
end thereof provided with an angularly-dis-
posed lug & and the opposite end with a
threaded shank 4. The lugs 3 of the straps
1 and 2 are adapted to be detachably con-
nected together by a bolt 5 and a nut 6, and
that portion of said straps adjacent to the

lugs 3 are curved to embrace a pole 7. The
shank ends 4 of the straps are parallel and
are connected together by two bars 8 and 9
which are spaced apart by sleeves 10 loosely
mounted upon the shanks 4. The bars 8 and
9 are retained upon the shanks by nuts 11.

12 denotes a U-shaped metallic plate or
band bolted or otherwise secured to the
inner sides of the curved portions of the
straps 1, 2, as at 13, and which is provided
with a lining 14 of leather or other suitable
material which will frictionally engage the
pole 7, and at the same time prevent the me-
tallic plate 12 from injuring the surface of
the pole 7.

15 designates a vertically-disposed metal-
lic clamping member provided near its
upper end with a pair of laterally-disposed
arms 16 which extend in opposite directions
with respect to each other and each of which
is provided with a rectangular opening 17.
The free ends of the straps 1 and 2 pro-
ject through said openings 17 and the size
of the openings is such with respect to the
height and thickness of the straps, that the
member 15 can be shifted upon the straps
1.and 2 and in a direction toward and away
from the vertical edges of the plate 12.

The inner face of the member 15 is pro-
vided with a wedge-shaped piece of rubber
or other resilient material 18, which fric-
tionally engages the pole 7 when the mem-
ber 15 is shifted toward the vertical edges
of the plate 12, as clearly shown in Fig. 4.
The outer face of the member 15 i$ provided
with a wedge-shaped piece of leather 19 or
other suitable material for a purpose to be
presently referred to. Ome of the arms 16
near its outer end has attached thereto a

vertically-disposed ring 20 and the other

arm 16 has connected thereto near its free
end a vertically - disposed ring 21. The
lower end of the member 15 is formed with
a depending loop or ring 22.

The bar 8 is provided with a centrally-
disposed yoke 23 which extends laterally
with respect to the clamping member 15 and
is formed with a beveled end 23* Adjust-
ably mounted in the yoke 23 as well as ex-
tending in proximity to the clamping mem-
ber 15 1s a triangularly-shaped locking mem-
ber or wedge 24 having its lower end pro-
vided with a hook 25 and its upper end at
its inner portion with a pair of right-angu-
larly - extending and oppositely - disposed
arms 26. The locking member or wedge 24
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is constructed of a metallic triangularly-
shaped frame having an insert of wood,
which closely fits the interior of the frame
throughout with the exception of a portion
of its upper edge being cut away to pro-
vide a clearance for a coupling yoke 252, the
latter connecting “the arms 96 together at
their inner ends.

The reference character 27 indicates the

‘cable which passes over the pulley at the

upper end of the pole 7 and has one end
portion passing through and connected to
the ring 20, then around the plate 12 be-
neath the lugs 8 and then through the ring
21 and meeting the cable at the starting
point, the knot 1s then adjusted at the cen-
ter of the device.

The reference character 98 indicates a
seat or scaffold suspended from the hook
25 of the locking member or wedge 24.

The safety appliance is particularly de-
signed for tapering flag poles and when
upon the pole, the weight of a painter upon
the seat 29 will maintain the locking mem-
ber or wedge 924 between the yoke
23 and the clamping member 15, the
sald locking member or wedge bear-
ing against the strip of leather 19 upon
the member 15 and binding the clamping
member 15 and plate 192 against the pole,
whereby the seat 29 will be safely held rela-
tive to the pole.

The manner in which the safety appliance
is used is as follows: The straps 1, 2 with
the plate 12 attached are placed in position
about the pole 7, the clamping member 15
is then mounted upon the shanks 4 and po-
sitioned in engagement with the pole 7.
The locking member 24 is then mounted in
the yoke 23 and also positioned against the
clamping member 15. Prior to the posi-
tioning of the locking member 24 the bars
8 and 9 spaced by the collars 10 are mounted
upon the shanks 4. After the locking mem-
ber 24 has been mounted in position, the
nuts 11 are secured to the shanks 4 to retain
the plates 8 and 9 and collars 10 thereon.
As the device is arranged at the bottom of
the pole, the locking member 24 is elevated,
that is to say, to a position whereby the
hook 25 will be arranged in proximity to
the shanks 4. The operator takes one end
of the flag line and passes it through the
ring 20, then around the plate 12, under
the lugs 3, then through the ring 21, meet-
ing the main portion of the rope at the
starting point, then adjusting the knot at
the center of the device. When in such po-
sition the back of the device now acts as a
counter-balance for the front. The operator
then adjusts his tackle, which consists of
two double blocks and a rope, the top block
is attached to hook 25 and to the bottom
block is secured a tag line. -This tag line
will be long enough to reach from the top
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of the pole to the roof. The appliance ig
then elevated by the flag rope, just the same
as one would hoist a flag and as it goes up
the locking member 24 gently slips down-
ward, there being just enough weight on 25
to pull it gradually downward. The least
pull on the tag line will bring it to a stop.
When the device is elevated to the required
height, the operator holds the fall line of the
tackle and pulls down on the tag line at-
tached to the bottom block, and that fas-
tens the device in position. The operator
now lets go of the fall line and pulls down
on the tag line, and down comes the bottom
block. The painter’s seat is attached to the
bottom block and a painter proceeds to pull
himself up. To descend the pole, it is as-
sumed that the painter has painted that por-
tion of the pole above him and desires to
descend, the flag line is removed from
around the device and attached to the arms
26, the operator now takes the tag line and
tles it to the eye 22 and drops the line to
the roof. The operator then wraps his legs
around the pole and by pulling on the tag
line and letting out the flag Iine, the ap-
pliance can be lowered, as is obvious.

What I claim is:—

1. In a safety appliance for poles com-
prising straps adapted to embrace the pole,
a bar connecting said straps, a clamping
member loosely mounted upon said straps
and provided with means whereby a cable
can be attached thereto, a wedge interposed
between said bar and clamping member and
having a hook at one end, and a pair of
oppositely extending arms projecting from
the other end of the wedge. )

2. A safety appliance for poles compris-
ing straps adapted to embrace the pole, a
bar mounted upon said straps, plates se-
cured to the inner face of the straps, a
laterally movable clamping member mount-
ed upon the straps and adapted to engage
the pole, a wedge interposed between said
bar and said clamping member for binding
sald member and plates against the pole,
means whereby a hoisting cable can be at.
tached to said clamping member, and means
whereby a hoisting cable can be attached to
said wedge.

3. A safety appliance for scaling flag
poles comprising” a plurality of straps
adapted to embrace said pole and connected
together at one end, a bar mounted upon the
free ends of said straps, a clamping member
loosely mounted upon the straps inwardly
of ‘the bar and adapted to be shifted to en-
gage the pole for clamping the appliance to
the pole, said bar formed with a yoke, and a
wedge mounted in said yoke and engaging
said member for shifting it to clamping po-
sition when weight is applied to the wedge.

4. A safety appliance for scaling flag
poles comprising a plurality of “straps
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adapted to embrace said pole and connected
together at one end, a bar mounted upon the
free ends of said straps, a clamping member
loosely mounted upon the straps inwardly
of the bar and adapted to be shifted to en-
gage the pole for clamping the appliance to
the pole, said bar formed with a yoke, a
wedge mounted in said yoke and engaging
said member for shifting it to clamping
position when weight is applied to the
wedge, means carried by said clamping
member whereby a cable can be connected
thereto, and means carried by said wedge
whereby the cable can be connected thereto.

5. A safety appliance for scaling flag
poles comprising a plurality of straps
adapted to embrace said pole and connected
together at one end, a bar mounted upon
the free ends of said straps, a clamping
member loosely mounted upon the straps in-

wardly of the bar and adapted to be shifted

to engage the pole for clamping the appli-
ance to the pole, said bar formed with a
yoke, a wedge mounted in said yoke and en-

5 gaging said member for shifting it to

clamping position when weight is applied to
the wedge, a wedge-shaped strip of resilient
material carried by the inner face of said
member, and a wedge-shaped strip of flexi-

8

ble material carried by the outer face of
said member.

6. A safety appliance for scaling flag
poles comprising a plurality of straps
adapted to embrace Saig pole and connected
together at one end, a bar mounted upon the

free ends of said strap, a clamping member

loosely mounted upon the straps imwardly
of the bar and adapted to be shifted to en-
gage the pole for clamping the appliance to
the pole, said bar formed with a yoke, a
wedge mounted in said yoke and engaging
said member for shifting it to clamping
position when weight is applied to the
wedge, means carried by said clamping
member whereby a cable can be connected
thereto, means carried by said wedge where-
by a cable can be connected thereto, a wedge-
shaped strip of resilient material carried by
the inner face of said member, and a wedge-
shaped strip of flexible material carried by
the outer face of said member.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses:

CORNELIUS E. KIRBY.

Witnesses:
H. H. Grrrery,
A. . AuBricHET.
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