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1 Claim,

This invention relates to the broad class of
games and amusement devices and has more par-
ticular reference to that particular variety which
embodies a handle equipped paddle or equivalent

8 member wherein the paddle is formed with one or
more holes through which a string anchored ball,
carried by the paddle, is adapted to pa.ss for scor-
ing purposes.

By way of introduction I am 1nsp1red to point

10 out that while the field of invention to which the
case relates is already well developed and char-
acterized by fundamentally similar devices, I have

nevertheless evolved and produced a simple and

economical structure which, it is believed, con-
18 stitutes a structurally different and distinguish—
able contribution to the prior art.

By way of comparison with the aforesaid ad- -

mittedly old and previously patented games, I
would point out that I have nevertheless discov-
20 ered a unique and unusual game or contrivance
whose possibilities and merits are clever and far
reaching in nature so far as manipulation and
accomplished skill of performance are concerned,
this having been accomplished by the embodiment
26 in the structure of an arrangement which is made
to resemble and represent a miniature base ball
diamond.
Otherwise stated, the product developed as the
result of my discovery is especially conditioned
30 from a structural viewpoint to promote enthusi-

- astic play in an amusing and energetic way. in
order that the participants may acquire the requi-
site skill necessary for dependable uniform, and
winning results.

Visualized specifically and from a. structural
aspect, it will be observed that the miniature base-
ball game constituting the novelty of the inven-
tion embodies a diamond-shaped handle equipped
paddle wherein the playing fleld or diamond is
40 equipped with distinguishable holes through

35

which the ball is passed, together with a cord,

which is inelastic, and is progressively shortened
as each play is completed, whereby to require the
exercise of foresight and expert judgment in

45 handling in order to provide opportunity in com-
piling o, decisive score. :

Other features and advantages which serve to
characterize the invention and qualify it as a
mechanical achievement in this particular line

50 of endeavor will become more readily apparent
from the following descrlptlon and drawing.

In the drawing:—

Figure 1 is a perspective v1ew of the preferred
embodiment of the invention as constructed in

35 accordance with my ambition and aims

(CL 2713—97)

Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the approxi-
mate way in which scoring plays are progressivaly
made.

Referring now to the drawing by dlstlngulsh- .
ing reference numerals it will be observed that the 60
principal part of.the device is in the nature of a
paddle. This may be of wood, heavy cardboard
or any suitable material practicable for the pur-
pose. The paddle is shaped to provide a conven-
iently grasped and manipulated handle 3 and a 65
diamond-shaped portion 4 which represents the
miniature ball diamond or field. The latter fea-
ture 4 is provided with four distinguishable aper-
tures or openings differentiated by the numerals
5, 6, 7 and 8 respectively, These are systemat- 70
ically arranged at points of the field correspond-
ing to first base, second base, third base and home
plate. The size of these openings is gradually
diminished in the order named. Otherwise stat-
ed, the largest hole 5 which represents first base 75
is rather conveniently located to facilitate pas-
sage of the ball 9 therethrough. 'This is a rubber
ball and is attached to the free end portion of
an inelastic cord 10. The cord is of a predeter-
mined length and rigidly secured as at 11 to the 80
central portion of the baseball diamond. A rub-
ber ball is used due to its nature to rebound when
it strikes the playing field, whereby to add to
the difficulty of passing the ball through a pre-
determined or intended hole. Incidentally all 85
of the holes are sufficiently large to permit pas-
sage of the ball with the exception of hole number
8 which represents home plate and which is just
a fraction larger than the ball, whereby to re-
quire the exercise of unusual skill in trapping the g0
ball so that it will pass through this particular
high scoring hole.

The rules and regulations for playmg the game
may, as is obvious, be varied to suit conditions.
Moreover, -the game may be played by a single 95
person for individual amusement, or by a group
of participants for competitive amusement. It
may be decided, for example, that if the ball 9
passes through first base hole number 5, it mere-
ly counts a single point, or whereas if it passes 100
through hole number 6 (second vase), it would
count three; if it passes through hole number 7 -
(third base) it would count five; and finally if it
passes through hole number 8 (home plate) it
would total nine.

The numbers corresponding to the values of
the holes may be placed on the face of the play-
ing field to indicate. their respective scoring
values. Moreover as before stated, the cord 10
is inelastic and of a predetermined length it be- 110
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ing the objeE:t of this to permit each player to
continue to make trials and play until the com-
plete length of -cord is used up, as for example
shown in Fig. 2. Naturally, if.the ball is re-

. peatedly placed through hole number 8 (which

10

15

- easy for the competitors to keep track of the.
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counts nine points each time) quite a number
of plays could be made before the complete length
of cord is used up. This arrangement permits
the players to have only the number of plays
perxmtted by the progressive shortening of the
cord as the ball is passed successively through the
various' holes.. As illustrated in Fig. 2 for ex-
ample, the player merely had four scoring plays,
the ball having first been passed through hole
number 6, then through hole number 7, and
finally through hole number 8, thus giving this
particular player a total of eighteen points as is
obvious. . Moreover, under this arrangement it is

plays since the cord actually shows the various
plays which have been definitely scored. How-
ever as before stated, these remarks are merely
briefly explanatory and illustrate one method of
play.

diamond shape is of significance in playing the
game for as shown-in Fig. 2, the cord having
once passed over an edge of the paddle which is
distant from the hole through which the ball has
passed, it will not slip around to a position ad-
jacent the hole, as would be the case if the periph-
ery were. curved, but the cord will remain in
place and a large portion thereof will be used
up in obtaining a score of one hole.
obvious that skill and judgment must be exer-
cised by the player to get a high score in playing
the holes progressively, by causing the cord to

6.
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The fact that the periphery of the paddle is of

It will be -
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loop over only the edge which is nearest the hole
being played for.

The gist of the invention is in the prowsion
of an appropriately proportioned paddle of suit-
able material and of generally diamond shape
and having a handle and a miniature baseball
diamond with the holes gradually diminished in
size in proper sequence or order and numbered
progressively according to the degree of skill re-

quired for juggling and literally throwing the

ball through the various holes. .

It is thought that the description taken in
connection with the drawing will enable a clear
understanding of the invention to be had.
Therefore, a more lengthy descnptxon is thought
unnecessary.
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90

While the preferred embodiment of the inven- -

tion has been shown and described, it is to be
understood that' minor changes coming within
the field of the invention claimed may be resorted
to if desired.

Having ' thus described. my invention; what ‘I
claim as new is:—

In a game apparatus, a paddle member com-
prising a body portion and an integral handle
portion extending therefrom, the body portion
hayving a substantially diamond shape in simula-
tion of the infield of a baseball diamond, the
body portion having four holes therethrough, and
located to correspond to the bases of the dia-
mond, the holes progressively increasing in size
from the one corresponding to home plate to
the one corresponding to first base, a ball tethered
to said paddle member, the ball being of such size
that it may pass through any of said holes.

MATTHEW F. LATHERS.
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