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This invention relates to a can crushing device,
and more particularly to a device of this charac-
ter which includes a stationary anvil for support~
ing the can to be crushed and a vertically ad-
justable anvil for compressively engaging the op-
posite end of the can, together with manually
operable mechanism for effecting vertical move-
ments of said movable anvil.

It is the object of the present invention to pro-
vide a simplified and inexpensive can crushing de-
vice which is completely effectlve for the pur-
pose intended.

It. is the further object of this invention to
provide a simplified can crushing device which in-
cludes an anvil, an upright column thereon, a

vertically adjustable top anvil mounted upon said -

column, and an operating member pivotally
joined to said column and connected by suitable
linkage to said movable anvil.

These and other objects will be seen from the
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being pivotally .joined thereto by the transverse.-
bolt {8 which extends through corresponding
transverse openings in the upper ends of the
column supports 18 and in the blocks 17 at
their one ends. A suitable nut 19 is mounted

~ upon the end of said bolt.for securing the same
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as well as the blocks {7 upon said supports as
indicated in Figs. 3 and 4.

“The operating handle 20 as shown in the draw-v
ing projects at its inner end between the upper

- portions of the blocks {1, spacing the same as
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following specification and claims in conjunc- ;:

tion with the appended drawing in which:

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of the can
crushing device, with the movable anvil in ele-
vated inoperative position.

PFig. 2 is a similar view, but with the movable
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anvil downwardly depressed at the completion

of the crushing operation.

Fig. 3 is an elevational view taken on line 3-—3
of Fig. 2.

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary elevation taken on line
4—4 of Fig. 2; and

Fig. 5 is a section taken on line 5—35 of Fig. 2.

It will be understood that the above drawing
{llustrates a preferred embodiment of the in-
vention, and that other embodiments are con-
templated within the scope of the claims here-~
after set out.

Referring to the drawing the can crushing de-
vice includes the rectangularly shaped horizontal
platform or stationary anvil 11 upon which may
be positioned the can 32 for crushing as indicated
in dotted lines in Fig. 1. Said anvil includes the
depending longitudinal legs {2 upon opposite
sides thereof to thereby provide an effective
mounting for said anvil.

Upright column 13 with laterally extending
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flanges 14 is secured centrally upon the anvil {1

adjacent one end thereof and transversely of its
length, by means of the welds {5. The front
portion of the column {3—{4 is cut away at its
upper end defining the bifureations or supports 6
as shown in Fig, 3.

A pair of elongated blocks {7 of rectangular
cross-section are positioned upon said column
at its upper end between the bifurcations 18,

50

56

shown in Figs. 3 and 4, said handle being ‘effec-
tively secured to said blocks by the transverse
bolts 21. »

The upper rectangularly shaped vertically mov-

. able crushing anvil 22 includes the upright lateral

or longitudinally extending flanges 23, by which
anvil 22 is joined to the blocks 17 in the manner
hereafter described.

A rectangular opening is formed within the
top anvil 22 adjacent one end of a size such as to
slidably receive the column {3—I4, there being
also formed or secured upon anvil 22 an upstand-
ing hollow rectangularly shaped guide collar
which is adapted to also cooperatively receive
said column, said collar in the present embodi-
ment being secured at the top surface of anvil
22 by the welds 26.

A pair of parallel spaced links 26 are arranged
upon opposite sides of anvil 22 with the respec-
tive lower ends of said links being pivotally
joined to the flanges 23 of said anvil by the bolts
28 and nuts 27. It will be noted that the pivotal
connection 27 is arranged adjacent the column
{8—14 as well as the collar 24.

The upper ends of the links 26 are pivotally
joined to the outer portions of the spaced blocks
17 by means of the transverse bolt 29 with nut
30, said bolt extending through transverse open-
ings at the upper ends of the links 26 and through
the corresponding openings 34 formed within the
blocks.

As shown in Fig. 3 a pair of hollow eylindrical
spacers -3{ are also mounted upon the bolt 29
being positioned intermediate the respective links
26 and the corresponding adjacent blocks 1T.

In operation it is apparent that the blocks 17
are pivotally mounted at 18 at the upper end of
the column 13—14 and that the crushing opera-
tion is effected by pivotal downward movement
of said blocks through manual pressure exerted
upon the handle 20 in a counter-clockwise direc-
tion.

This pressure is transmitted to the horizontal
movable anvil 22 by the pivotal links 26, and said
anvil guidably mounted upon the column i3—i4



2,568,379

3
is adapted to downward movement with respect
to the anvil 11 to operatively engage the upper
end of the can 32 which is shown in dotted lines
in PFig. 1.

Continued movement in a counter-clockwise
direction of handle 20 effects a continued down-
ward movement of anvil 23 until the can is fully
crushed as shown at 33 in Fig. 2, saild handle
now being in a substantially horizontal posi-
tion. It is apparent that movement in the op-
posite direction of handle 20 about its pivotal
support {8 will elevate the anvil 23 upon the
column (3—I14, permitting reception of another
can to be crushed.

No doubt a suitable lubricant would be pref-
erably employed upon the inner surface of the
collar 24 or upon the column (3—I4, to mini-
mize the friction between anvil 23 and said col-
umn and to facilitate raising and lowering of
said anvil upon pivotal movements of the
handle 20.

There are provided a plurality of spaced trans-
verse openings 34 within the blocks 1T so that
if desired the upper ends of the connecting links
26 may be joined to said blocks at a plurality
of points if desired.

Having deseribed my invention, reference
should now be had to the claims which follow
for determining the scope thereof.

I claim:

1. A can crusher comprising a supporting anvil,
an upright column secured thereto, the upper
end of said column being bifurcated defining
a pair of spaced supports, a vertically adjustable
anvil in parallel spaced relation to said support-
ing anvil and slidably mounted upon said col-
umn, a pair of spaced blocks pivotally joined at
their one ends to said supports and positioned
therebetween, an operating handle positioned
between said blocks and adjoined thereto ex-
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tending longitudinally outward therefrom, and
a pair of parallel spaced links pivotally joined
at their upper ends to said blocks adjacent their
outer ends, and pivotally joined at their lower
ends to opposite sides of said adjustable anvil
adjacent said column.

2. A can crusher comprising a supporting anvil,
an upright column secured thereto, the upper
end of said column being bifurcated defining a
pair of spaced supports, a vertically adjustable
anvil in parallel spaced relation to said sup-
porting anvil and slidably mounted upon said
column, an operating member pivotally joined at
its one end to said supports and positioned there-
between, the outer portion of said operating
member serving as a handle, and a pair of paral-
lel spaced links pivotally joined at their upper
ends to said operating member outwardly of its
pivotal connection with said supports, and piv-
otally joined at their lower ends to opposite
sides of said adjustable anvil adjacent to said
column.
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