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ABSTRACT: An egg carton having a pocketed molded paper 
pulp lower carton body portion and a transparent plastic or 
synthetic resinous material cover portion is disclosed herein. 
The lower body portion and cover portion are hingedly con 
nected by the provision of an elongate terminal rib or bead in 
tegrally molded on the extremity of one side of the lower body 
portion and a plurality of channeled projections integrally 
molded on one side of the cover portion and partially encom 
passing the elongate rib or bead for pivotal movement 
thereon. The body portion and cover portion are latched 
together by an elongate integrally molded grooved projection . 
on the body portion cooperating with a rib or bead terminat 
ing a further side of the cover portion to be snapped into the 
groove of the grooved projection and on the opposite side of 
the carton from the hinged connection of the body and cover portions. 
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PLASTIC COVERED MOLDEDEGG CARTON 
In the past, egg cartons of molded paper pulp having egg or 

article accommodating pockets formed therein have been pro 
vided. However, such previously known cartons commonly 
failed to provide an attractive appearance desirable in the 5 
marketing of the contained product and, additionally, such 
previously known cartons commonly were discarded im 
mediately upon purchase by the consumer without further em 
ployment during the day-by-day removal and consumption of 
the packaged items. O 

In accordance with the foregoing, it is an object of this in 
vention to provide a carton of improved appearance and com 
mercial appeal having an upper cover portion of molded 
synthetic resinous or plastic material combined with a 
pocketed article or egg accommodating lower body portion. 15 

Additionally, it is an object of this invention to provide a 
carton having a lower body portion pocketed for the accom 
modation of enclosed articles and a cover portion pivotally 
connected with lower portion and reclosable into latched en 
gagement with the lower portion for repeated opening and 2O 
closing by the consumer. 
Yet another object of this invention is to provide improved 

two-piece cartons having integrally molded hinge and latch ar 
rangements. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide a carton 
having a pocketed, molded paper pulp article accommodating 
portion and a plastic or synthetic resinous cover portion, the 
two-portions having integrally molded cooperating hinge and 
latch members thereon. 
A still further object of this invention is to provide a carton 

having a transparent cover portion for the inspection of arti 
cles contained therein and associated with a molded paper 
pulp body portion hingedly connected with the cover portion 
for opening of the carton and closable by latching of the two 35 
portions. 
With the above and other objects in view that will 

hereinafter appear, the nature of the invention will be more 
clearly understood by reference to the following detailed 
description, the appended claims, and the several views illus- 40 
trated in the accompanying drawing. 

In the drawing: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a novel carton constructed in 

accordance with this invention and shows a lower molded 
paper pulp article accommodating body portion with pockets 45 
integrally formed therein for accommodating eggs or further 
articles and a transparent cover portion of plastic or synthetic 
resinous material hingedly connected with the pocketed body 
portion. 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged sectional view taken along the line 2-2 50 
of FIG. and illustrates integrally formed hinge and latch 
members on both the body and cover portions of the carton 
according to FIG. I. 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view taken 
along the line 3-3 of FIG. and shows the relationship of the 55 
integral hinge provisions on both the body and cover portions 
with the cover portion in both closed and opened relationship 
with the pocketed molded paper pulp carton body portion. 

Referring now to the drawing in detail, a novel egg carton, 
generally referenced by the numeral 0 is illustrated in FIG. 60 
and includes a carton body or carton body portion 1 molded 
of paper pulp material in a fashion conventional in the art. The 
carton body portion 11 includes a plurality of egg or article ac 
commodating pockets 12 defined by generally upstanding 
sidewalls 3 and 14, end walls 15 and 16, a bottom wall 17 65 
defined by a plurality of individual bottom wall portions 18, 
and a plurality of article separating divider wall portions 20. 
The plurality of separate bottom wall portions 18, best seen 

in FIG. 2, includes integrally molded central article engaging 
portions 21 molded in conformity with the exterior lowermost 70 
surface of a plurality of eggs 22 enclosed within the carton 10. 
While the carton 0 disclosed and discussed herein is shown 
adapted especially for the packaging of eggs, it should be 
noted that the carton provisions discussed herein may be 
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adapted for the housing of any of a number of diverse articles 75. 

2 
such as, for example, fragile ornamental articles separated and 
maintained within pockets similar to the pockets 12 illustrated 
and discussed herein. 
A plurality of generally upstanding integrally molded pro 

jections 23 extend to the uppermost level of the housed arti 
cles or eggs 22 providing central support for a cover or cover 
portion, generally referenced by the numeral 25, extending 
across the width and length of the pocketed body portion 11. 
The cover or cover portion 25 is of transparent plastic or 
synthetic resinous material and includes a central expanse or 
panel 26 overlying the plurality of enclosed articles or eggs 22. 
Two downwardly depending sides or side panels 27, 28 engage 
the uppermost terminal portions of the body sidewalls 13 and 
14 and a pair of downwardly depending end panels 30, 31 en 
gage the uppermost terminal portions of the body end walls 15 
and 6 for complete closure of the carton 0. 
The carton body sidewall 14 terminates at its uppermost ex 

tremity in an outwardly flanged portion 33 having thereon an 
integrally molded elongate bead or rib 34, extending substan 
tially the length of the carton body portion 11. A plurality of 
integrally molded projections 35 extend outwardly from the 
side panel 28 of the cover portion 25 and define therethrough 
a plurality of longitudinally extending channels 36 conforming 
to the exterior surface of the elongate rib 34 on the carton 
body portion 1. The channels 36 are defined at the lower 
most side thereof by finger portion 11. The channels 36 are 
defined at the lowermost side thereof by finger portions 37 of 
the integrally molded projections 35, the finger portions 37 
lying in a plane lower than a lowermost edge 38 of the 
downwardly depending cover side panel 28 to grip the under 
surface of the rib or bead 34 whereby the rib 34 is partially en 
compassed by the channel 36. 
The elongate rib or bead 34, the projections 35 and their 

channels 36, then, define hinge means interconnecting the 
body portion 1 and cover portion 25 for relative pivotal 
movement therebetween in the opening of the carton 10 as 
best illustrated in FIG. 3. It will be noted that the partially 
cylindrical exterior surface of the rib or bead 34 and the par 
tially cylindrical interior surface of the channels 36 allow rota 
tional sliding movement of the interior surface of the channels 
36 upon the rib or bead 34 without marked deterioration of 
the paper pulp material from which the bead 34 is integrally 
molded, allowing a number of opening and reclosing opera 
tions by the consumer during the day-by-day employment of 
the enclosed articles or product. 
On the uppermost extremity of the carton body sidewall 13 

opposite the hinge means discussed hereinabove, there is pro 
vided an integrally molded elongate projection 40, grooved 
along the length thereof to provide a latching groove 4 open 
ing toward the interior of the carton 10. A further elongate 
bead 42 is integrally molded upon the lowermost portion of 
the side panel 27 of the cover portion 25 for cooperation with 
the groove 41 to latch together the cover and body portions of 
the carton 10, maintaining the carton closed between each 
opening thereof. The bead 42, the projection 40 and its groove 
41, then, provide latching means adapted to be snapped into 
engagement by slight deformation of the interengaging por 
tions each time the carton 10 is closed. 
The novel hinge and latch provisions discussed hereinabove 

provide a relatively inexpensive way in which to form a carton 
of two materials, allowing the employment of an attractive 
plastic or synthetic resinous upper portion which may con 
veniently be made transparent, while employing a lowermost 
carton body portion of molded paper pulp material, more 
suitable for the formation of item accommodating pockets 
therein and separation of the enclosed articles. 
While preferred structure and arrangements of the carton 

discussed hereinabove have been disclosed, it will be apparent 
to one skilled in the art that variations in such structure and 
arrangements may be made without departure from the spirit 
and scope of the invention embodied herein. 

claim: 



3,568,914 
3 

1. A carton comprising a body constructed from molded 
paper pulp, said body including a pair of opposite end and 
sidewalls, one of said sidewalls having a radially outwardly 
directed flange terminating in an enlarged bead of a generally 
circular cross section, said bead being spaced from said one 
sidewall by said radially outwardly directed flange, a cover 
constructed from transparent synthetic resinous material, said 
cover including a pair of opposite end and sidewalls, one of 
said sidewalls terminating in a free edge overlying said radially 
outwardly directed flange, a plurality of integrally molded out 
wardly directed projections carried by said one cover sidewall, 
said projections being disposed along said bead in spaced rela 
tionship to each other, each projection including a channel 
corresponding in shape to the generally circular cross section 

10 

of said bead and rotationally receiving said bead for relative 15 
pivotal movement of said cover and carton body between 
open and closed positions, and each projection further includ 
ing a finger portion projecting inwardly toward said one car 
ton body sidewall beneath said flange and terminating short 
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4 
thereof when said cover is in said closed position thereby 
limiting the opening movement of said cover to a position at 
which said finger portion contacts the underside of said flange. 

2. The carton as defined in claim 1 wherein the closed posi 
tion of said cover is limited by contact between an upper sur 
face of said flange and said free edge of said one carton body 
sidewall. 

3. The carton body as defined in claim 1 including means 
defining a plurality of longitudinally spaced transversely ad 
jacent article-receiving pockets in said carton body, and each 
projection is positioned in transverse alignment with a space 
between longitudinally adjacent pockets. 

4. The carton body as defined in claim 2 including means 
defining a plurality of longitudinally spaced transversely ad 
jacent article-receiving pockets in said carton body, and each 
projection is positioned in transverse alignment with a space 
between longitudinally adjacent pockets. 


