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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 
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MPROVEMENT IN SHIRTS. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 160,245, dated February 23, 1875; application filed 
January 27, 1875. 

To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMES TWAMLEY, of 

St. Paul, Ramsey county, in the State of Min 
nesota, have invented Improvements in Gen 
tlemen's Dress-Shirts; and I do hereby de 
clare that the following is a full and exact 
description thereof, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings, and to the letters of 
reference marked thereon. 

Previous to my invention it has been the 
practice in the making or manufacture of 
dress-shirts to make the tail or lower portion 
with slits or cuts located at each side, and ex 
tending from the lower edge of the shirt up 
Ward some distance, so as to form a front and 
a back flap, so to speak. In Wearing shirts 
thus made the tucking into the pants (or 
drawers) of the flaps necessarily tends to 
these two objectionable results, viz., first, the 
slitted portions at each side permit the outer 
upper portion of each leg of the person to go 
uncovered by the shirt-tail; secondly, the ma 
terial composing the front and rear flaps or 
halves of the tail has to be folded or gathered 
in between the legs at the crotch and seat of 
the person in an uncomfortable condition. My 
invention has for its object to overcome these 
objections to shirts, as heretofore made, and 
afford to the Wearer a shirt which will fit 
more comfortably and better cover and pro 
tect the person; and to these ends and ob 
jects my invention consists in making the 
shirt with slits or cuts located (centrally) at 
the front and back portions of the tail, in lieu 
of at each side, as heretofore, whereby side 
flaps are formed in such manner that each 
half or portion of the tail serves to com 
pletely cover the upper portion of each limb 
of the wearer, (after the fashion of a pants 
leg,) and all surplusage of material between 
the legs or at the crotch is avoided when the 
shirt is tucked into the pants. 
To enable those skilled in the art to make 

and use my invention, I will explain it more 
fully, referring by letters to the accompany 
ing drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a front view or elevation, Fig. 
2 a partial back view, and Fig. 3 a partial 
perspective view, of a shirt made according 
to my invention. 

In the several figures the same part will be 

found designated by the same letter of refer 
eCe. 

A represents the bosom, B the body por 
tion, C the sleeves, and D the flap or skirt, of 
a gentleman's dress-shirt made in all respects 
in the usual manner except as to the tail-flaps. 

In lieu of the tail D or lower portion of the 
shirt being slitted or cut at each side, it is 
cut vertically immediately in the front and 
rear, as shown at fig and h i. In this manner 
the lower part of the shirt, instead of being 
formed into front and back flaps or halves, is 
divided into two side flaps, which, when the 
shirt-tail is tucked in, (in dressing,) naturally 
surround the thighs or upper parts of the legs 
of the wearer, as illustrated at m on Fig. 3. 
It will be seen that in Wearing a shirt thus 
made all the uncomfortable and undesirable 
accumulation of material which, with the ordi 
nary shirt, occurs at the crotch and seat of 
the person is wholly avoided, and the shirt 
tail is rendered capable of fitting neatly and 
snugly around the upper portion of each leg 
of the wearer, so that the drawers and pants 
legs (and upper portions) will not be bulged 
or distorted in shape or appearance. The 
outer or side portions of the limbs and body 
of the person will be perfectly covered and 
protected, and any tendency of the body and 
bosom of the shirt to creep up will also be 
more or less overcome by reason of the shirt 
being better held down, since the flaps sur 
rounding the legs give to the shirt-tail the 
capacity of fitting into the crotch and about 
the body of the person somewhat after the 
fashion of the drawers or other similar gar 
ments of men's Wear. 

It will be understood that in the practice 
of my invention in the manufacture of shirts 
it will be expedient to cut the lower portion 
of the shirt and the slits forming the side flaps 
in accordance with the shape and size of the 
person by whom the shirt is to be worn, and 
that my improved shirt can be made smaller 
at the lower part than shirts now made, and 
both save material and conduce to greater 
comfort. The slits or cuts fig and h i should 
be extended upward. So far as to permit the 
complete surrounding of the thigh and the 
formation of a crotch or temporary leg por 
tions, as it were, when the shirt is put on. 
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In the use of my improved shirt, great con 
venience over the old-fashioned shirt will be 
experienced by the wearer in its closer and 
nicer fit. If found expedient the flaps may 
be cut away, as illustrated by the dotted lines 
at Fig.1, so as to have less overlapping of each 
flap when tucked around the leg. 

Having fully explained the nature and op 
eration of my invention, what I claim as new, 
and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is 

A shirt having its flaps or skirt portions 
divided in front and rear, substantially as de 
scribed and shown, and for the purpose set 
forth. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand and Seal. 
JAMES TWAMLEY. 

In presence of - 
J. N. MCINTIRE, 
JACOB EELBEL. 
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