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This invention relates to a foot covering and more par 
ticularly to a hygienic covering adapted to be worn when 
trying on shoes. 

During the spring and Summer months, a large number 
of women find it convenient or fashionable to do without 
stockings. For hygienic reasons, shoe stores have not per 
mitted stockingless persons to try on new shoes or have 
permitted new shoes to be tried on only after the custom 
er purchased stockings. Although stockings are gener 
ally handled by shoe stores, shoe customers have been 
reluctant to purchase stockings merely for the purpose of 
trying on shoes. Consequently, shoe stores have lost con 
siderable business during that time of the year when their 
customers are stockingless. 
The present invention has for its primary object the 

provision of an economical foot covering which may be 
supplied by the shoe stores to their customers at little or 
no cost to the customer when trying on shoes and which 
will afford complete and hygienic protection and which 
may be discarded and thrown away after use by the cus 
toler. - 

Another object of my invention resides in the provision 
of a foot covering of this character which is formed as 
a flat envelope from a single blank of flexible material 
folded over on itself and secured together along its outer 
edges. 

Still another object of my invention is to provide a foot 
covering of this character which is simple in construction, 
economical to manufacture and which will afford hygi 
emic protection for the foot of the wearer. 
A further object of my invention is to provide a foot 

covering of new and improved construction and consist 
ing of a single sheet of flexible plastic material folded 
over on itself and secured together along its outer edges 
and in which the bottom or sole-forming portion of the 
covering is adapted to be folded inwardly and upwardly, 
thereby permitting the covering to be stored flat and en 
abling the same to be expanded when slipped over the 
foot of the wearer when trying on shoes. 
The above and other objects as well as the advantages 

of my invention will become more apparent from the 
following description when taken in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawing in which a preferred embodiment 
of my invention is illustrated by way of example. 

In the drawing, 
FIG. 1 is a view in side elevation of a foot protected 

by a foot covering embodying my invention and about to 
try on a shoe. 

FIG. 2 is a view in side elevation of the foot covering 
of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is a vertical sectional view taken on line 3-3 
of FIG. 2. 

FIG. 4 is a longitudinal sectional view taken on line 
4-4 of FIG. 2. 

FIG. 5 is a vertical sectional view similar to FIG. 3 
but with the foot covering in expanded position ready to 
be slipped over the foot of a wearer, and 

FIG. 6 is a plan view of a blank from which the foot 
covering of the present invention is formed. 

Referring to the drawing in which numerals of like 
character have been used to designate similar parts 
throughout the several views, reference numeral 10 desig 
nates generally a foot covering constructed in accordance 
with my invention and adapted to be slipped over the foot 
11 of a wearer when trying on shoes 12. 
The foot covering 10 comprises a flat boot-like envelope 
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2 
formed from a thin sheet 13 of vinyl, polyethylene, or 
other suitable material having a relatively high degree of 
flexibility for the purpose hereinafter set forth. The sheet 
13 is suitably shaped to provide a pair of symmetrical 
boot-forming sections A and B disposed on opposite sides, 
respectively, of a transverse medial line of fold C as 
clearly shown in FIG. 6. 

Adjacent the medial line of fold C, the boot-forming 
Sections A and B are folded inwardly as at D and E, re 
spectively, to provide a pair of sole-forming portions 14 
which extend along the bottom of the foot covering as 
clearly shown in FIGS. 4 and 5. 
The boot-forming sections A and B of the sheet 13 are 

adapted to be heat-sealed, cemented, or otherwise suit 
ably secured together along their longitudinally extending 
side edges as indicated F and G in FIG. 2 so as to provide 
a fiat envelope open at the top end and adapted to be 
expanded to slip over and accommodate the foot of a 
wearer when trying on shoes, the sole-forming portions 
14 permitting expansion of the bottom or sole of the foot 
receiving envelope as clearly shown in FIG. 5. 

Adjacent the open upper edge portion of the foot cov 
ering 10, each boot-forming section A and B of the sheet 
13 is preferably folded over on itself for a portion of its 
length along the lines H and I, respectively, to provide a 
reinforcement 15 for the foot covering 10 and permit the 
necessary degree of pull required when putting on the 
foot covering without danger of tearing or otherwise dam 
aging the same. Although the upper edge portion of each 
boot-forming section A and B is shown as folded in 
wardly, it is obvious that the same may be folded out 
wardly with equal effect to provide the necessary re 
inforcement. 

In order to provide ventilation for the feet of the 
wearer, especially when the same foot covering is used 
while trying on a large number of shoes before making 
a selection, the upper and lower portions of the foot cov 
ering 10 may have punched or otherwise formed therein 
a number of holes or openings 16 to permit air circula 
tion through the foot covering. 

It will thus be seen that I have provided a simple and 
economical foot covering which can be stored flat and 
which by virtue of its novel construction for the bottom 
or sole portion thereof will permit expansion to accom 
modate the foot of the wearer. Moreover, complete and 
hygienic protection for the foot of the wearer is provided 
by the present invention inasmuch as the foot is com 
pletely covered by a relatively thin sheet of highly flex 
ible material. 

It will also be noted that by employing a relatively thin 
sheet of vinyl or polyethylene for the foot covering of 
the present invention, even though the size of the cover 
ing may be relatively larger than the foot of the wearer, 
the covering will nevertheless conform to the foot of the 
wearer upon insertion of the covered foot into a shoe due 
to the flexibility of the plastic sheet, thereby making it 
unnecessary to furnish more than one size of foot cover 
1ng. 
From the foregoing, it is believed that the construction 

and advantages of my invention may be readily under 
stood by those skilled in the art without further descrip 
tion, it being borne in mind that numerous changes may 
be made in the details disclosed without departing from 
the spirit of the invention as set out in the following 
claim. 
What I claim is: 
A disposable hygienic foot covering to be worn while 

trying on new shoes comprising a relatively thin sheet of 
vinyl plastic material having a pair of symmetrical sec 
tions disposed on opposite sides, respectively, of a trans 
verse medial line of fold and secured together along their 
opposed longitudinal edges to provide a normally flat 



3. 
foot-receiving envelope open at one end, each section be 
ing provided with openings for ventilation, each section 
having a first portion adjacent the open end of said enve 
ope, a sole-forming portion adjacent said medial line of 
fold and an intermediate boot-forming portion, said first 
portion and said boot-forming portion being disposed on 
opposite sides, respectively, of a transverse line of fold 
and said first portion being folded over said boot-forming 
portion to reinforce the open end of said envelope, said 
boot-forming portion and said sole-forming portion being 
disposed on opposite sides, respectively, of a second trans 
verse-line of fold spaced from said medial line of fold 
and said sole-forming portion being folded inwardly and 

8,000,118. 
upwardly along said boot-forming portion, whereby upon 
insertion of a foot into the open end of said envelope the 
sole-forming portions of the respective sections will per 
mit expansion on opposite sides of said medial line of fold. 
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