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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, SAMUEL M. LUTZ, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at De 
catur, in the county of Macon and State of 
Illinois, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Rein-Holders, of which 
the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to certain improve 

ments in rein holders; and the objects and 
nature of my invention will be readily un 
derstood by those skilled in the art in the 
light of the following explanation of the 
accompanying drawings showing what I 
now consider to be my preferred embodi 
ment from among other formations and ar 
rangements. Within the spirit and Scope of 
my invention. 
The invention consists in certain novel 

features in construction and in combinations 
and arrangements as more fully and particul 
larly set forth hereinafter. 

Referring to the accompanying draw 
ings:-Figure 1, is a side elevation of the 
rein holder of my invention with parts 
shown in one adjustment. Fig. 2, is a side 
elevation of the holder with the parts ad 
justed to tightly grip the reins. Fig. 3, is 
a top plan view of the structure as shown 
in Fig. 1. Fig. 4, is a front elevation with 
parts broken away. 
The rein holder of my invention is adapted 

to be secured to any suitable portion of a 
vehicle, such for instance, as the floor or 
lower portion of the vehicle where the clamp 
lever or handle will be accessible to the foot 
of the operator, or the holder can be at 
tached to the seat or other portion of the 
vehicle with the lever accessible to the hand 
of the operator. For example, in the draw 
ings, I show the holder secured to the seat 
A, of the vehicle by screws M, M', passed 
through the horizontal and vertical portions 
E. P. of the holder base. 

45 
P, is a post, rigid abutment or fixed clamp 

ing member rigid with and rising from the 
base and usually rounded in cross section, and 
reduced or tapered at its upper end K, which 
is deflected forwardly and rounded to form 
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a guide for the reins being passed down 
wardly to be gripped between the post and 
movable clamping member. 
The movable clamping jaw C, is vertically 

elongated and extends upwardly in rear of 
the post and closely adjacent thereto and is 
longitudinally concave at its gripping face, 
that is, its front face adjacent to the post, 

or foot pedal L’. 

and the upper end of this jaw is usually: 
beveled upwardly and rearwardly to aid in . 
guiding the reins down to be gripped be 
tween the jaw and post. If so desired, the 
inner or concaved face of the jaw can be 
formed with spaced parallel longitudinal 
ribs R, usually having roughened or grip 
ping surfaces, and the rear side of the post 
can also be formed with a corresponding 
longitudinal gripping rib R. 
The movable jaw C, rises from and is 

rigid with a horizontally disposed vertically 
swingable lever L, at its front end fulcrumed 
to the post to swing on a horizontal axis, 
while the lever is extended rearwardiv be 
yond the jaw C, and terminates in a handle 

Various means can be 
provided for fulcruming the front end of 
the lever to the post, although in the specific 
example illustrated, I show the front end of 
the lever forked and straddling the post at 
recess X, with the legs N, of the forked front 
end of the lever mounted to rock on screws. 
N, removably entering tapped holes in the 
post. The legs N, can be formed with sev 
eral pivot holes N' for the pivot or fulcrum 
screws whereby the lever can be adjusted 
forwardly or rearwardly to vary the dis 
tance between the movable jaw and post ac 
cording to the size or thickness of the reins 
to be gripped by the holder. 

B, is a screw threaded bolt rigid with the 
base and rising vertically therefrom a dis 
tance in rear of the post and movable jaw. 
This post passes loosely through a slot in 
the lever L, and above the lever is pro 
vided with a vertically adjustable stop, 
such as nut T, engaging the lever and 
limiting the upward swing thereof and 
consequently limiting the movement of the 
movable jaw toward the post. Any suit 
able spring is provided for constantly press 
ing the lever upwardly and hence yield 
ingly holding the movable jaw toward the 
post and in rein gripping or clamping 
relation with respect thereto. In the spe 
cific example illustrated, I show coiled ex 
pansive spring S, mounted on bolt B, and 
bearing up against the lever L, to elevate 
the same, but I do not wish to limit my 
invention to such specific form and arrange 
ment of spring. 
The tension or pressure under which the 
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reins are gripped and held between the post 110 
and jaw can be controlled by adjusting the 
stop T. The nut can be adjusted so that 
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the normal positions of the jaw and lever 
will be as shown by Fig. 1, wherein the 
reins can be somewhat freely slipped be 
tween and withdrawn from the post and 
jaw and will not be tightly gripped but will 
be held under comparatively light pressure. 
The nut can be adjusted upwardly to the 
position shown by Fig. 2, permitting the 
jaw to bear against the post with consider 
able pressure to most tightly grip and lock 
the reins to and against the post. When 
thus held gripped the operator can depress 
the lever in order to release the reins, and if 
necessary can depress the lever to swing the 
jaw from the post to permit ready insertion 
of the reins between the post and jaw. By 
means of the adjustable stop, the rein-grip 
ping tension on the jaw can be adjusted to 
Suit the requirements of the particular op 
erator or the particular reins employed. 

It is evident that various changes and 
modifications might be resorted to without 
departing from the spirit and scope of this 
invention, and hence I do not wish to limit 
myself to the exact disclosure hereof. 
What I claim is:- 
1. A rein holder comprising a base having 

a fixed post rising therefrom, a lever full 
crumed at its forward end to swing verti 
cally and extending laterally over the base 
plate and rearwardly beyond the same hav 
ing a projecting operating end, said lever 
near its front end provided with an upright 
jaw rigid there with and rising therefrom 
beside and in rein gripping relation with re 
spect to said post, an expansion spring in 
terposed between said lever and said base 
and yieldingly holding the lever upwardly 
to tilt said jaw to said post, and a vertically 
adjustable stop limiting the upward swing 
of said lever and controlling the rein grip 
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ping pressure of said jaw with respect to 
said post, substantially as described. 

2. A rein holder consisting of a base, a 
rigid upright post rising therefrom and at 
its rear side formed with a longitudinal rib, 
a laterally extending vertically swingable 
lever provided with a jaw rigid therewith 
and rising from the front portion thereof 
beside said post, said jaw being transversely 
concaved and formed with spaced longi 
tudinal ribs in rein gripping relation with 
respect to said rib of the post, a spring 
yieldingly holding said lever at its limit of 
movement with said jaw toward the post, 
and an adjustable stop limiting the move 
ment of the lever under the tension of said 
Spring. 

3. A rein holder comprising a base hav 
ing a fixed post rising therefrom, a lever 
fulcrumed at its forward end to swing verti 
cally and extending laterally over the base 
plate and rearwardly beyond the same hav 
ing a projecting operating end, said lever 
near its front end provided with an upright 
jaw rigid there with and rising therefrom be 
side and in rein gripping relation with re 
spect to said post, said lever formed with a 
transverse opening in rear of said jaw, a 
threaded rod rising from and carried by 
Said base and projecting through said open 
ing, an adjustable stop on said rod and lim 
iting upward movement of Said lever, and 
a spring yieldingly holding said lever to 
said stop. 
In testimony whereof I aflix my signa 

ture in presence of two witnesses. 
SAMUEL. M. LUTZ. 

Witnesses: 
E. S. McDoNALD, 
RoSA WoFELCIXER. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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