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To all, whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HENRY C. MILLIGAN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at South 
Orange, county of Essex, State of New Jer 
sey, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Ladies' Shopping-Bags, of 
which the following is a specification. 
The lady's shopping-bag is an article which 

varies in style from year to year. An ordi 
nary form in the past has been a leather bag 
in the form of a satchel with an expanding 
mouth at the top, to which is applied Some 
form of lock or Snap-fastening. This kind of 
bag has been greatly developed and great at 
tention has been given to the fastening de 
vice, many different varieties having been 
employed as the caprice of fashion or the de 
sire for a more secure lock has dictated. 
Lately, however, there has come into fashion 
a form of bag in which the lower part of the 
bag is made of leather and the upper part of 
some fabric, such as silk or Satin. The up 
per edge of the fabric part is provided with 
a hem or casing for drawing-cords, whereby 
the mouth of the bag can be drawn or gath 
ered together. Where these drawing-cords 
are used as the handles whereby the bag is 
carried on the lady's arm it is obviously nec 
essary to remove the bag from the Wearer’s 
arm before access can be had to the interior 
of the bag. When so removed, access is had 
to the bag by placing the fingers of both hands 
in the mouth of the bag and pulling its mouth 
open, the drawing-cords entering the casing 
as the mouth is expanded. This operation is 
inconvenient and is apt to result in the drop 
ping of the bag and spilling its contents. 
My improvement relates to this class of bags; 

and it consists in providing below the drawing 
cords or handles in the edge of the fabric part 
of the bag an independent side opening or 
pocket, whereby access can be had to the in 
terior of the bag without detaching the bag 
from the wearer's arm or pulling open its top. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
which form a part of this specification, Figure 
I represents my improved shopping-bag in 

front elevation. Fig. II is a side elevation of 
the same. Eig. III is a vertical Section. 

In Fig. I the bag is shown closed, and in 5o 
Fig. II its top is expanded, so as to more fully 
show the side pocket or opening. The lower 
part 1 of the bag is made of leather and the 
upper part of some silken or other fabric. . 
The top of the fabric part is provided with 55 
the usual tubular casing 3 to receive the 
drawing cords or strings 4. The construc 
tion is such, as will be readily perceived, as 
to gather the top tightly together on pulling 
the drawing-Strings out, as shown in Fig. I, 6o 
While by placing the fingers within the mouth 
of the bag and pressing outward the draw 
ing-strings are drawn into the casing and the 
mouth of the bag expanded, so as to permit 
access to its interior. 
The drawing-strings 4 are used for carry 

ing the bag, and it will be seen that with the 
bag in position on the one arm of the wearer, 
as indicated in Fig. I, access cannot ordi 
narily be had to the interior of the bag with- 7o 
out removing the bag from the wearer's arm 
and placing the fingers within the mouth, 
as above described. It is in doing away 
with this difficulty that my invention lies. 
I provide, preferably on one edge of the bag, 75 
as indicated in Fig. II, an opening 5, which 
may open directly into the main body of the 
bag Or may have or give access to a separate 
pocket 6, as indicated in Fig. III. In either 
case the interior of the bag proper is accessi- 8o 
ble to the Wearer without the removal of the 
bag from the arm of the Wearer. 

In some forms of my invention prefer not 
to have the top of the bag opened at all and 
may tie around it a permanent ribbon or bow, 85 
which serves the additional purpose of orna 
mentation. 
Having thus described my invention, the 

following is What I claim as new therein and 
desire to Secure by Letters Patent: 9o 

1. A lady's shopping-bag having the lower 
leather part 1, the upper fabric part 2, the 
drawing and carrying cords or handles 4, and 
an independent side opening in the edge of the 
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fabric part of the bag above the leather and 
below the drawing-cords, substantially as and 
for the purpose set forth. 

2. A lady's shopping-bag having the lower 
leather part 1, the upper fabric part 2, the 
drawing and carrying cords or handles 4, a 
side pocket, and an independent side open 
ing 5 to the side pocket, located in the edge 
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of the fabric part of the bag above the leather 
part and below the drawing and carrying Io 
cords, substantially as described. 

HENRY C. MILLIGAN. 
Witnesses: 

F. E. WICKLIN, 
VI. L. ALLEN, 
J. I. FREEMAN. 

  


