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To «ll whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, MicmaeL T. CoNNOLLY,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Jer-
sey City, county of Hudson, State of New Jer-
sey, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Sewer-Shovels, of which the
following, is a specification.

This invention relates to sewer-shovels.

Sewer basins and manholes are usually
trapped so that they hold three or four feet
of water, and in order to clean them the work-
man has to don a rubber suit and go down
into the basin or manhole at considerable in-
convenience.

The object of the present invention is the
provision of an improved simple, cheap, and
durable sewer-shovel which the workman can
operate while standing on the street above the
basin or manhole and effectively clean out the
same; and it further contemplates the provi-
sion of a sewer-shovel having a novel adjust-
able and detachable handle whereby a han-
dle-section of any desired length can be added
to the handle of the shovel, according to the

depth of the basin or manhole which is to be .

cleaned.

The scoop or shovel is of sheet metal and
the handle by preference of tubular form, with
the sections thereof connected by a screw-
threaded sleeve and the joint between the han-
dle and shovel braced on both sides by metal
straps, preferably riveted to the handle and
shovel,the details of construction being clearly
set forth and the novelty of the invention re-
cited in the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side elevation showing the complete sewer-
shovel; Fig. 2, a cross-section on line 2 2 of
Fig. 1; Fig. 8, a section on line 8 3 of Fig. 2;
Fig. 4, a view looking toward the back of the
handle, and Fig. 5 a view looking toward the
front of the handle. '

The shovel 1 is of sheet metal, such as steel,
with the sides 2 and a curved back 3. The
handle is formed in sections 4 and 5, connect-
ed by an internally-threaded sleeve or coup-
ling 6, engaged with similar screw-threads on
the joining ends of the sections4and 5. The
sections 4 and 5 are preferably of metal tub-
ing or piping and the section 4 of a given

length, while the section 5 will be of the re-
quired length to suit the depth of the man-
hole or basin in which the work is being car-
ried on. For instance, the section 4 might
have a length of ten feet, and, according to
the depth of the manhole or basin, a handle-

‘section 5 of the required length would be

screwed into the sleeve 6. This construction
enables the workman to have a handle of any
required length, so that the handle will be
neither too short nor too long. The handle-
section 4 is connected to the shovel 1 by metal
straps 7 and 8, located on the inside and out-
sideof the handleand at diametrically opposite
points thereof and on the insideand outside of
the shovel 2 at the median line thereof, riv-
ets 9 and 10 being preferably employed to
rigidly fasten the straps to the handle 4 and
shovel 1. The end of the handle-section 4
where it abuts the inner surface of the curved
back 8 is cut off on a rounding bevel, as
shown at 11, thereby giving greater strength
to the joint on account of the closeness of the
fit. Thestrap 8 has a shoulder 20, which rests
on the upper edge of the shovel-back 8 and as-
sists in sustaining the handle in its proper po-
sition and prevents settling of the handle from
continued use.

In using the shovel the workman stands on
the pavement above the manhole or basin and
after obtaining a proper length of handle low-
ers the shovel and scoops out the material re-
peatedly until the basin or manhole is cleaned.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— '

1. 'A sewer-shovel comprising ashovel-blade
having a back extending at right angles there-
to, a handle extending at right angles to the
shovel-blade and abutting the back thereof,
and alined elongated, straight, narrow, right-
angular straps connected, respectively, to the
inner and outer faces of the handle by rivets
or bolts passing therethrough, said straps ex-
tending substantially along the median line
of the shovel-blade from the back toward the
front edge thereof a relatively great distance
and connected thereto by rivets passing there-
through, said straps bracing the handle and
shovel-blade.
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9. A sewer-shovel,comprising ashovel-blade
havingacurving back extending substantially
at right angles thereto, a handle extending
substantially at right angles to the shovel-
blade and provided with a beveled lower end
resting on the inside of the curving back afore-
said, and alined elongated straight, narrow
right-angular straps connected, respectively,
to the inner and outer faces of the handle by riv-
ets or bolts passing therethrough, said straps
extending substantially along the median-line
of the shovel-blade from the back toward the
front edge thereof a relatively great distance
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and connected thereto by rivets passing there-
through, said straps bracing the handle and
shovel - blade the outer of said straps beéing
provided with a shoulder which rests on the
upper edge of the shovel-back and assists in
sustaining the handle. S

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in presence of two witnesses.

MICHAEL T. CONNOLLY.

Witnesses:
Joux H. Koenia,
Joux F. ReiLLy.
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