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To all whom it may concers:

Be it known that I, Jomy J. MoORRISSEY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at the
city of Providence, in the county of Provi-
dence and State of Rhode Island, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Chin-Rests and Shoulder-Pad Supports, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had therein to the accompanying
drawings.

This invention relates to Improvements in
chin-rest and shoulder—pad—supporting de-
vices for violins or the like, and has for its
object to provide adjustable means to which
the chin-rest is attached, said means being
adapted to fit any
connected and disconnected to and from the
same.

A further object, of the invention is to pro-
vide means whereby the shoulder pad or
cushion (which is used in connection with the
chin-rest in playing the violin) may be de-
tachably held in said supporting device.

The chin-rest and shoulder-pad are often
used by players of the violin, the use of which
enables the performer to rest the instrument,
on the shoulder and rigidly support the same
by the pressure of the chin, thus giving the
hand perfect freedom to slide along the neck
of the instrument and finger the strings, and
1s of great assistance in playing difficult
music. _

It is found to be of practical value to con-
struct a device to which the chin-rest may
be attached and that may be quickly con-
nected and locked to any violin. It is also
found of advantage to connect the sheulder-
pad to this same device in a manner that
will give sufficient rigidity and yet yield
somewhat to the pressure of the chin when
manipulating the arms. The cushion should
also be arranged to be removed quickly there-
from when desired, so that the nstrument
may be more compactly and conveniently
stowed in its case.

Theinvention is fully set forth in this speci-
fication and more particularly pointed out in
the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a front elevation of the device, showing &
portion of a violin and Ulustrating the chin-
rest and shoulder-pad as both being con-
nected to the supporting device, which is in
turn attached to'the body of the violin. Fig.

| and are retained. Fig. Sisa
| adjustable supporting device, showing the

t the two

| view of the clamping member.
| detail view illustrating the connection bo-

J

| Referring to the
| of a violin-body, 7
l shoulder-pad 3 are attached by means of the
|

| 2 1s a side elevation of the same. Fig. 8isa
| perspective view of the supporting-wire
| which is attached to the shoulder-pad, the

| outline of which pad is shown in dotted lines,

| the ends of said wire being turned up in the
| form of a fork to enter corresponding re-
| cesses or tubular portions in the said sup-
| porting device. TFig. 4 is an end view of one
| of the members of the supporting device,
- showing the ends of the tubular portions into
" which the forked ends of the pad-support fit

rear view of the

cam means for locking the two members

| from sliding apart when the device had been
violin and may be readily |

attached to a violin. Fig. 6 illustrates the
two adjustable members in the supporting

| device, one sliding within the other, the
| outer plate and mechanism having been re-
| moved to show

the rack and pinion by which
parts are slidably operated. ™ Fig. 7
1s a central longitudinal section of the device
on line 7 7 of Iig. 5, also showing the gears
partly in section. Fig. § is a perspective
Fig. 9 is a

tween the shoulder-padand its stiffening-cap.
drawings, at 1 is a portion
to which the chin-rest 2 and

supporting device. -

The chin-rest herein illustrated is of a new
and original form which is particularly well
adapted to receive the chin and side of the
face. Ordinarily the chin-rest was con-
structed to receive the point of the chin and
was comparatively small and made in a
slight concaved form; but it is found in prac-
tice that when-the player is performing diffi-
cult music his chin often rolls or slides over
onto the tailpiece 33, cramping the same and
throwing the strings out of tune. To obviate
this difficulty, I have constructed a chin-rest
that overlaps the said tailpiece, as illus-
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trated at 34 in Fig. 1, and have raised a wall -

around that portion of the rest, as illus-
trated at 35 in Fig. 2, thereby rendering it
impossible for the chin to get-over onto the
strings or tailpiece.

The supporting deviceis constructed of two
plates, one sliding within the other, The
outer or main plate 4 is provided at its upper

| end with a flange 5, to which is secured the
- chinrest 2, preferably by means of screws
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through the screw-holes 6 6 through said
flange 5. (See Fig. 4.) The center portion
of this plate is carried slightly inward, form-
ing a channel throughout the length of the
same, the edges being turned back upon
themselves, forming a groove 7 7 on either
side of the plate in which the clamping-plate
8 may slide. Secured to this channeled
plate are two tubular members 9 9, Tunning
longitudinally therewith. Thesemembers are
adapted to receive the forked ends of the pad-
support, hereinafter more fully desecribed.

The edges 10 10 of the clamping-plate 8
are adapted to slide in the said groove 7 In
the main plate 4. The center portion of said
clamping-plate is also carried inward, form-
ing a channel to fit into and correspond with
that of the main plate 4. The center portion
of this clamping member is cut out at 11, and
one edge of the same 1s formed into rack-
teeth 12 to engage and be operated by the
turning of the pinion 13. (See Fig. 6.) In
the lower end of this clamping-plate is an
outwardly-extending lip 14, that is adapted
to engage the under side of the violin when
the complete device is clamped thereon.

Tn order to operate the clamping member
to draw it inward to grip the violin, I have
provided a notehed or knurled wheel 15, the
edges of which extend slightly beyond the
sides of the said supporting devices and which
edges are adapted to be engaged by the
thumb and finger to turn the same. Con-

nected to and extending inward from the cen-

ter of this knurled wheel is the shaft 16, to
which is secared the pinion 13 and the fine-
toothed locking-gear 17. This shaft has an
outer bearing in the baclk of the plate 4 and
an inner bearing in the auxiliary plate 18,
that is secured in position in the channeled
center portion of the device by means of
corews 19 and 20. At 21 is a cam-lever piv-
oted at 22 to the said auxiliary plate 18 and
is provided with an operating - handle 23.
When it is desired to lock the mechanism
from turning, the cam-lever handle 23 is
thrown into the position illustrated in Fig.
5, causing the teeth on the edge of the same
to engage those of the locking-gear 17 to
bind or jam against each other and prevent
the said gear 17 from turning backward in a
direction to open or release the supporting
device when attached to the instrument.
This locking-cam s sut away at 25 s0 as to
clear the gear when the operating-handle 23
is thrown down into the dotted position.
(Shown at 24.) This cam is held in both the
engaged and disengaged positions by the
pressure of the flat spring 26, that rests
against a flattened face on the cam prepared
to receive it. By this arrangement the de-
vice may be attached to a violin by simply

placing the same In position thereon, turning

the little finger-wheel 15 to draw up the
clamping member, and by moving the han-
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dle 23 of the locking-cam the device 1s firmly
fixed in position on the instrument, or, if de-
sired, the little cam may rest a gainst the fine-
toothed wheel 17 while the same is being
turned to set the clamping member together,
and to remove the device from the instru-
ment requires simply to throw down the le-
ver 23 of the locking-cam and the device 1s
instantly released and may be removed from
the instrument.

The shoulder-pad is made in the form of a
cireular cushion 3, that is provided with a
stiffened cap 27.  The edge 27’ of said cap is
turned over a wire 29, the body of which is
bent into substantially a circular form to ex-
tend around the cap and then project out-
ward with its free ends turned up at right an-
oles from the said body portion of the wire,
s illustrated in Fig. 3, said ends being stift-
ened and supported by being bound together
by means of the bridge-piece 30. The said
torked ends of this pad-support are adapted
to be pressed into the said two tubular por-
tions 9 9 in the main plate of the supporting
device and by their natural springy tendency
are held firmly therein by friction. The two
prongs of the fork securely hold the pad
against side motion.

The pad thus constructed is possessed of
some fexibility, which is quite an essential
feature in a device of this character that is
held by pressure of the face while the arms
are moving about rapidly.

An essential feature of this pad over the
old style of pad that was screwed direct to the
strument is that the same may be quickly
connected to and removed from the support
without the aid of tools, which is also true of
the supporting device itself, thus rendering
this means for securing both the chin -rest
and the shoulder-pad to the instrument most
practical and convenient.

Taving thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—.

1. A chin-rest and shoulder-pad support
tor violins comprising a carrier provided with
tubular sockets, means for clamping said car-
vier to an instrument, a shoulder-pad pro-
vided with a stiffened cap, a pad-support
comprising a ring-like wire body engaging
said cap and terminating in outwardly-ex-
tended horizontal arms the ends of which are
bent upwardly at right angles to form { lexible
fingers to enter said sockets, and a bridge-
piece uniting said horizontal arms.

9 A chin-rest and shoulder-pad support
for violins comprising a carrier having its side
edges provided with longitudinally-arranged
tubular sockets, means for clamping said car-
vier to an instrument, a shoulder-pad pro-
vided withastiffened cap,apad-supportcom-
prising a ring-like wire body engaging said
cap and terminating in outwardly-extended
horizontal arms the endsof whicharebent up-
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wardly at right angles to form flexible fingers
to enter said sockets, and a bridge-piece unit-
ing said horizontal arms.

3. A chin-rest for violins comprising a car-
rier, a clamping member slidingly mounted
therein, a rotatable shaft provided with
means for adjusting said clam ping member,
means for locking the rotatable shaft, and a
chin-rest secured to said carrier.

4. A shoulder-rest for violing comprising a
carrier provided with sockets, a clamping
member slidingly mounted therein, a rotata-
ble shaft provided with means for adjusting
said member, means for locking said shaft,
and a pad provided with flexible fingers fit-
ting in said sockets.

5. A chin-rest and shoulder-pad support
comprising a carrier, g clamping member
slidingly mounted therein, means including a
rack and pinion for adjusting said sliding
member, means for locking  said clamping
member in any adjuséed position, a chin-
rest secured to said carrier, and a shoulder-
pad also secured to said carrier.

6. A chin-rest and shoulder-pad support
comprising a carrier, a clamping member
slidingly mounted therein, means including
a rack and pinion for adjusting said clamyp-
ing member, means for locking said pinion
against movement, and a chin-res: and
shoulder-pad respeciively secured to said
carrier,

7. A chin-rest and shoulder-pad support
comprising a main member, a clamping
member adapted to slide in said main memn.
ber, means including a rack and pinion for
drawing said members together, means for
locking said members in the esirod position
when clamping a violin, a chin-rest secured
to sald main member, a shoulder-pad, and a
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pair of flexible fingers on said pad, said main
member being provided with
ed to receive said fingers wh ereby said pad is
removably held to the said supporting device.

8. A chin-rest and shoulder-pad support
comprising a main member, a pair of receiv-
ing-tubes fixed to said main member, g
clamping member adapted to slide in said
main member, means mncluding a rack and
pinion for drawing said members together,
means for preventing said pinion from turn.
Ing backward, a chin-rest secured to the up-
per portion of said main member, a shoulder-
pad and a pair of flexible fingers on said pad
adapted to enter said tubes whereby said pad
is removably held to the support.

9. A chin-rest and shoulder-pad support
comprising a carrier, a clamping member
slidingly mounted therein, means including a,
rack and pinion for adjusting said clamping
member, a cam-like locking member for said
pinion, a chin-rest secured to the upper por-
tion of said carrier, and a shoulder-pad se-
cured to the lower portion of said carrier.

10. A chin-rest and shoulder-pad support
comprising a carrier provided with tubular
sockets, a clamping member slidingly mount-
ed in said carrier, means mmcluding aTack and
pinion for adjusting said clamping member,
a cam-like locking member for said pinion, a
chin-rest secured to the upper portion of said
carrier, and a pad provided with flexiblo
fingers which are sprung into said sockets,

La testimony whereof T affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses,

JOIIN J. MORRISSEY.

Witnesses:

Howarp E. Barrow,
. 1. Oeprn.
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