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(57) Abstract: An image evaluation device is provided with:
an acquisition unit which acquires a captured image group
captured on a time-series basis; an image evaluation unit
which selects a plurality of candidate images from the cap-
tured image group; and a display processing unit which
causes a display device to display the candidate images. The
image evaluation unit executes first processing and second
processing. In the first processing, the image evaluation unit
selects a first candidate image according to the level of image
sharpness from among images captured in an attention period
set according to an instruction to capture the captured image
group within the acquisition period of the captured image
group. In the second processing, the image evaluation unit
selects a second candidate image from images captured in a
spare period obtained by excluding the attention period from
the acquisition period of the captured image group.
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This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
See extra sheet.

L I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. E’ As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
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3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
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I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

The technical feature common to the invention in claiml, the invention
in claim 4, and the invention in claim 12 is “an image evaluation device
which acquires a captured image group captured on a time-series basis,
and selectsapluralityof candidate images from the captured image group” .

Document 1 (JP 2000-354185 A (Olympus Optical Co., Ltd.), 19 December
2000 (19.12.2000), paragraphs [0043] to [0045], [0051] to [0082]; fig.
1 to 3) describes an electronic camera which performs processing for
acquiring a maximum number (M) of continuously captured images, and
selecting at least one image from thereamong.

Consequently, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered
to be a special technical feature, since the technical feature does not
make a contributionover thepriorartinthe light of the contents disclosed
in the document 1.

Further, there is no other same or corresponding special technical
feature among these inventions.

Accordingly, claims are classified into two inventions each of which
has a special technical feature indicated below.

(Invention 1) claims 1-3, 11, 13 and 14

(Invention 2) claims 4-10, 12, 15 and 16

Claims 4-10, 12, 15 and 16 are not relevant to inventions which involve
all of the matters to define the invention in claim 1 and which have
a same category.

Further, as a result of the search which has been carried out with
respect to claims classified into Invention 1, claims 4-10, 12, 15 and
16 are not relevant to inventions on which it is substantially possible
to carry out a search without an additional prior-art search and judgment,
and there is no other reason for that it can be considered that it is
efficient to carry out a search on claims 4-10, 12, 15 and 16 together
with claims 1-3, 11, 13 and 14, and consequently, it is impossible to
classify claims 4-10, 12, 15 and 16 into Invention 1.
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