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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOSEPH PENNEPACKER,
of the city and county of Philadelphia and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
Improvements in Burglar - Alarms, of which
the following is a specification:

The object of my invention is to provide a
simple and effective portable burglar-alarm,
which may be readily applied without defacing
or injuring the door or its framing, My im-
provement consists of an ordinary bell, to be
clamped to the jamb of the door, the clapper
of which is carried by a spring, which, when
the alarm is set, is held in a-state of tension,
and in such a position with reference to the
door that, in the attempt to open it, the spring-
clapper will -be released and strike the bell.

The clamping device is made adjustable, to
adapt it to jambs of varying width; and the
spring-clapper and its detent are arranged to
turn on a pivot, for the purpose of permitting
of such-a disposition thereof that the alarm
may remain attached to the door without in-
terfering with the swinging of the latter.

Figure 1 is an elevation of my improved

Dburglar-alarm. Fig. 2 is asectional view.

~ The same letters of reference are employed in
both figures to designate identical parts. ‘
The bell A is supported upon the bolt ,

~ which projects laterally from one end of the

bar B, and is screw - threaded to receive a
thumb-nut, ¢/. At the other end the bar B
terminates in a laterally-projecting tongue, B/,
which forms that jaw of the clamp which’ en-
ters between the door and the jamb, it being
made thin to that end. The other jaw, ¢/, of
the clamp is adjustably eonnected to the slot-
ted bar C. It is operated by the screw D,
and guided, also, by its narrow tongue ¢* mov-
ing in the slot ¢ of the bar. The screw D works
in the nut D/ upon the end of bar C, and turns
independently of the jaw C’, though perma-
nently attached thereto. The bar O is, by
means of its slot ¢, placed over the bolt a, be-
tween the bell and the bar B; and, after the
clamp has been adjusted, by sliding the bar C
in or out, to the width of the jamb of the door

“ to which the alarm is to be applied, the nut o

is tightened to firmly elamp together the bell
andthebarsBand C. Theboltaalso carries, be-

‘tween the bell and the bar B, another bar, E,

whichis madeof suitable width, foraportion of
itslength, for the proper attachment of the fast
end of the C-spring F, the free end of which
carries the hammer or clapper G.  From the
point of attachment of the spring outward the
bar E has the form of a thin stem, which moves
along near the edge of the spring, and is pro-
vided with a fixed stud, e, for holding the
spring when the alarm is set. Thus hooked
up, that part of the spring between its fast
end and the detent ¢ curves backward beyond
the plane of the bar E one-half of an inch,
more or less; and a notch, £, Is cut in this por-
tion of the spring in the edge adjacent to the
stem, and slightly in advance of the detent e,
80 that a slight pressure upon the back of this
part of the spring will release it from said de-
tent. The spring is so arranged with relation
to the bell that, on being thus suddenly re-
leased, it will cause the clapper G to strike the
bell. -

In applying the alarm, the clamp is firmly
secured to the jamb by screwing up the mova-
ble jaw (/. The bar E is extended to reach
some distance across the face of the door, about
one-half of an inch removed from its surface.
The spring is then hooked upon the detent e, -
which brings its back in contact with the door.
Any attempt to open the door will inevitably
release the spring-clapper, and sound the alarm.

The bar B, with its spring-clapper, may be
turned up or down, according as the alarm is
applied to a right-handed or to a left-handed
door, into such a position that, while the spring- .
clapper, when hooked up, will still be in the
path of the door, and be operated thereby, yet
the bar E will not interfere with the swinging
of the door.

Instead. of one sliding bar there may be sev-
eral such embodied in the construction of the
clamps. The other details of construction may
also be varied in many ways without departing
from the principle of my invention as herein-
before set forth.

I will mention that, by a slight modification
of the other parts, a gravitating-clapper might
be substituted for a spring-clapper.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is— e

1. The combination, with the bell A, of the
detent B, extending some distance across the
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door when the alarm is applied, and the spring-°
clapper ¥ G, the spring I of which, when
hooked upon the detent, bears against the door,
substantially as and for the purpose specified.

2. The combination of a bell, A, the adjusta-
ble clamp, composed of the bar B B/, bolt and
nut @ ¢, slotted bar C ¢, movable jaw C/, and
screw and nut D D, the bar & provided with
detent ¢ and the spring-clapper I' G, a notch
being cut in the edge of the spring at f, all
substantially as specified.

3. In a burglar-alarm, substantially such as

described, the spring-clapper and detent, when
made adjustable, as specified, so that they may
be swung around out of the path of the door.
In testimony whereof I havesigned my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses. o
JOSEPH PENNEPACKER.
‘Witnesses:
GEORGE 8. CASH,
JAs. W. PENNEPACKER.




