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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
GRAZIELJ.A. M. CHAMPAGNE, OF PORTLAND, OREGnt 

ABDOMINAL SUPPORTER 

f00:3,386. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Sept. 12, 1911. 
Application filed October 19, 1910, Serial No. 587,915. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it know in that I, GRAziELI.A. M. CIIAM 

'At NE, a citizen of the United States, resid 
ing at Portland, in the county of Multno 
malh, State of Oregola, have invented certain 
new and itseful Improvements in Abdominal 
Supporters; and I do hereby declare the foll 
lowing to be a full clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the invention, such as will enable 
others skilled in the art to which it apper 
tails to make and use the sanc. A 
This invention relates to abdominal stip 

porters, and more particularly to devices of 
this character coullining the properties of 
an ordinary abdominal supporter and a 
truss, and has for one of its objects to in 
prove the construction and increase the effi 
ciency and utility of devices of this char 
acter. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a device of this character having pads 
adjustably connected therewith and adapted 
to lic located upon different portions of the 

3) 

4) 

supporter. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide a device of this character laving an 
improved and simplified construction of the 
pad portion of the device. 
With the albove and other objects in view, 

the invention consists in the details of con 
struction and in the arrangement and con 
bifiation of parts to be hereinafter more fully 
described and particularly pointed out in the 
appended claiians. 

in describing the investion in detail, ref 
erence will be had to the accompanying 
drawings, wherein like characters, of refer 
ence denote corresponding parts in the sev 
-eral views; and ilwlhich, 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a sup 
porter constructed in accordance with the 
invention; Fig. 2, a rear elevation of the 
same; IFig. 3, an enlarged sectional view of 
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one of the improved pads; Fig. 4, an eleva 
tion viewed from the inside, on a reduced 
scale; Fig. 5, a rear view of one of the pads 
detached; and Fig. 6, a sectional detail view 
of a portion of one of the pads, illustrating 
the nanner of applying the holding tapes 
thereto. 

IReferring to the drawings, the device is 
shown as coinprising a body 10 having a cen 
tral W shaped recess 11 formed with curved 
contiguous edges and with eyelets 12 and 
lacings 13 and also provided with smaller 
V shaped recesses 14 and 15, spaced from the 

central recess. The smaller recesses are pro 
vided with eyelets 16 and 17 near their edges 
and united by lacings 18 and 19. The re 
cesses all open upwardly, and provide for so fitting the ody to the person, as will be 
obvious 
The larger central recess 11 is provided with a protecting covering flap, indicated 

at 20, on the inner side of the o 
the smaller recesses. 14 and 15 are likewise 
provided with interior covering flaps 21 and 
22 respectively. The body 10 is provided 
near its outer ends with reinforcing strips 
22' and further supported by 
porting strips 23 and 24. SEE 
ing strips 25 are connected to the lower por 
tion of the body beneath the diagonal strips, 
as shown. By this means, the lower portion 

dy, while sis 

diagonal sup- 70 

of the body and the ends of the same are 75 strengthened and supported. 
The back portion of the body is illustrated 

in Fig. 2 and is shown as comprising a fab 
ric member 40 provided at its intermediate 

so that when the device is applied, saic 
whalebone reinforcements will form a sup port for the back of the wearer. This bask portion is united to the front portion by 
buckles and straps, indicated respectively at 

portion with whalebone. reinforcements 41, 80 

88 
26 and 27, the buckles being secured to the 
ends of the front portion 10 and the straps. 
to the ends of the back portion 40. 
body 10 is provided at its ends with flaps 28 
and 29, as shown in Fig. 4, which are adapt 
ed to extend over the joint between the front 
and back portions of the support. Formed 
through the body 10 at suitable points are 
eyelets 30 designed to receive the holding 
straps of the pads, and these eyelets may be 
located at any desired portion of the body of 
the device so that the pad may be attached 
at any desired point and thus made to corre 
spond to the condition of the patient, as 
hereinafter explained. - 
The pad portion of the improved device 

may be of any required size and of any re 
quired shape, the shape and size being made 
to correspond to the condition of the patient, 
Some forms of disease require a large circu 
lar pad, other forms require small circular 
pads, and other forms require oblong or 
elliptical shaped pads, and it is not desired 
therefore to limit this portion of the device 
to any particular shape or form. In Fig. 1 
the location of an elongated pad is indicated 
in dotted lines at 31, while circular pads are: 
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indicated by dotted lines 32, to illustrate the correctly conform to the contour of u. 
fact that the pads may be employed wher 
ever required and of any required shape. 
The pads are: formed of an outer sheathing 

lody at the point where the same is applic. 
l3y the arrangement shown of the support 
ing strips, the lower portion of the device is, 

5 33 of yieldable material, snch as the fabric strengthened and supported. 
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known as silk rubber or rubber gauze, and is 
drawn into pocket like form and supported 

What is claimed is:- 
1. In an abdominal supporter, an outer 

with a non-yieldable binding 34, the binding sheathing of yieldable material having a 
being so arranged as to provide a casing hay 
ing a contracted entrance so that the pad 

contracted injet and with apertures near the 
inlet, a pad within said sheathing and tapes 

proper, represented conventionally at 35, connected to said pad and extending through 
may be inserted through the contracted open 
ing by distending the same, and held in 
position by the resiliency of the casing or 
closure, while at the same time readily re 
movable for renewal or cleansing. Each of 
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the pad portions of the device is provided 
with tapes 37 of suitabi: i.e.gth which are 
connected to the pads by stiching or other 
wise and passed outwar?iiy through small 
apertures in the sheathing 33, the tape it; 

C designed to pass through the eyelets 30 an 
device. ' ' - - - - - The tapes are preferably bent upon them 
selves and stitched or otherwise secured to the pads at the bends or bight portions of 
the tapes, thus producing two free portions 
to be passed through the apertures of the sheathing 33...By this simple means, the improved device is readily adaptable to the 
condition of the patient and the pads adapt 
ed to be connected to the support at any 
point, as before stated. The pad may be 
constructed of any suitable material and 
may be hard of $6ft as may be preferred, but 
will generally be of soft material, such as 
cotton, wool or this like. - 

Suitable leg straps36 are connected to the 
lower portion of and depend from the de 
vice to assist in prostifly securing the latter 
to the patient and for 'causing the same to 

said sheathing apertures and providing 
pad to a supporter. 
means for attaching the sheathing and its .. 

. 

50 

2. Ina abdominal supporter, a sheatlaing. 
| yieldable material having a contracted inlet, a binding of non-yieldable material 
surrounding said inlet, a pad within said 
sheathing, and means for detachably con 
necting said sheathing to a supporter. 

3. An abdominal supporter consisting of a 
with diagonal stay strips extending between 
portion of the front, shorter stay strips con 
nected to the front and extending between 
the diagonal strips and the bottom of the 
front, a back detachably connected with the 
ends of the front and having a plurality of . 
vertically arranged spaced resilient strips 

for detachally connecting said R to that 
portion of the front, traversed by said, end, 
diagonal and shorter stay strips. 

ture, in presence of two witnesses. 

Witnesses: 
CFAs. A. PETRAiN, 
J. B. RYAN. 

" * - - - frit having stay strips at the ends-antl. 
tied as shown in Fig.1, externally of the - 

. h end stay strips and the lower central, 
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secured thereto and disposed centrally there... . 
of, pads bearing upon the front and means. . . 

75, 

In testimony wereof, I affix my signal , 
GRAZIELLA. M. CHAMPAGNE. 


