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1. Claim. 

This invention relates to devices for holding 
articles, and more especially it relates to devices 
for holding a pluraliy of articles for display, or 
for providing convenient access to all the articles. 
The illustrative embodiment of the invention 

herein shown consists of a device for holding a 
plurality of pencils, and the device may be used 
as a desk fixture, or it may be used as a means 
for displaying pencils or pen holders for sale. It 
Will be understood that the invention is not 
limited to the holding of pencils but is adapted for 
holding a number of different articles of Similar 
shape, such as penholders and cigars. 
The chief objects of the invention are to pro 

vide for individually holding a plurality of arti 
cles; and to provide convenient access to all the 
articles. Other objects will be manifest. 
Of the accompanying drawing; 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of one embodiment 

of the invention consisting of a device for holding 
pencils, and a plurality of pencils mounted 
therein; 

Figure 2 is a Section on the line 2-2 of Figure ; 
Figure 3 is a Section on the line 3-3 Of Figure 2. 
Referring to Figures 1 to 3 of the drawing, to 

is a base plate of any suitable or appropriate ma 
terial, , . are journal brackets or standards 
rising from opposite ends thereof, and 2 is a shaft 
journaled in the upper portion of said brackets. 
Mounted in spaced apart relation upon the shaft 
f2 are two disc-like pencil-engaging structures 
generally designated 3, which structures are 
adapted to engage and hold pencils at two points, 
being positioned sufficiently close together to en 
gage relatively short pencils. The pencils are 
held in horizontal position, and the brackets 
are positioned far enough apart to clear the ends 
of the longest pencils of standard length. The 
shaft 2 is rotatable to bring the respective pencils 
mounted in the structures 3 into a position of 
easy accessibility, and preferably one end of the 
shaft 2 is extended beyond its journal and pro 
vided thereat with a knob 4 to facilitate manual 
turning of the shaft. The knob 4 may be formed 
With a peripheral groove 5 to accommodate a 
suitable driving belt (not shown) by which the 
shaft 2 may be power driven as when the device 
is used for display purposes. 

Each of the pencil engaging structures 3 com 
prises a disc 6 of flexible material Such as rub 
ber that has a circumferential series of recesses 
7, 7 in its structure adjacent its outer periphery, 

(CI. 211-70) 
said recesses having access to the latter through 
respective slots 8 of narrower width than said 
recesses, the slots and recesses of one member 3 
being aligned with those of the other member 3. 
The recesses 7 are adapted to receive and Sup- 5 
port pencils 9 by engaging the latter at two 
points, the pencils being inserted into the recesses 
by forcing them through the slots 8, the resilient 
character of the material constituting the disc 6 
permitting sufficient flexure of the walls of the 10 
slots to admit the pencils. The recesses 7 need 
not be the exact size of the pencils but may be 
Somewhat Smaller or larger. If smaller, the 
pencils will be securely gripped by the material; 
if larger, the restricted width of the slots 8 will 15 
prevent the pencils from falling Out. 

Each disc 6 is provided, at least on One side, 
with a hub member 20 or rigid material to which 
it is secured, as by rivets 2, 2. The hub member 
20 is provided with an axial boss 22 and formed 20 
With an axial bore 22a through which the shaft 
2 extends, the hub being secured to the shaft 
by means of a pin 23 or any other suitable device. 
The hub member 20 extends nearly to the recesses 

7 of the disc 6 so as to provide lateral Support 25 
for the body portion of the disc. If desired, the 
perimeter of the disc 6 may be formed with V 
shaped notches 24, 24 between the slots 8 to sup 
plement the resilience of the rubber in giving a 
yielding character to the walls of said slots. 30 
The device is simple, handy, and efficient, and 

may be used for Supporting a large number of 
different articles. 
What is claimed is: 
In a device for holding articles, the combina - 35 

tion of a horizontal rotatable shaft, end supports 
in which said shaft is journaled, and a pair of 
spaced article supporting structures mounted 
upon said shaft, said structures comprising rubber 
that is formed with aligned article-receiving re- 40 
CeSSes and entrance slots of narrower Width ex 
tending from a margin of said rubber structures 
to said recesses, said recesses being of Smaller 
size than the articles whereby the latter are yield 
ingly gripped by the rubber at Spaced points inter- 45 
mediate their ends so that longitudinal move 
ment of the articles relatively of the article sup 
porting structures is prevented, and cut-away 
portions between the article-receiving recesses to 
prevent buckling Of the rubber structure when 50 
adjacent recesses hold an article. 
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