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to all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, THEODORE O. EARLE, 

of New York city, in the county and State of 
New York, have invented a new and useful 
Improvement in Penholders, of which the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description. 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

section. From the spur the arm or lever is 
curved downward and made to terminate in 
a straight section 15, upon which section a 
button 16 is secured, the said button being 
adapted to normally extend outward through 
the opening 11 in the holder flush with the 
outer face thereof. Upon the under face of 

pen-holders, and has for its object to provide the outer section 13 of the arm or lever one a pen-holding attachment for holders which 
will effectually clamp a pen and hold it in 
proper position to be used and which may 
also be expeditiously and conveniently manip 
ulated to release a pen, thus obviating the 
necessity of removing the pen by hand and 
thus soiling the fingers. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a pen-holding attachment which will au 
tomatically adapt itself to receive and em 
brace pens of different thicknesses. 
The invention consists in the novel con 

struction and combination of the several 
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth, and 
pointed out in the claims. 
Reference is to be had to the accompanying 

drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar figures of reference indicate 
corresponding parts in all the views. 

Figure 1 is a partial side elevation and ver 
tical section of a penholder having my im 
provement applied thereto. Fig. 2 is a bot 
tom plan view of the attachment removed 
from the holder. Fig. 3 is a transverse sec 
tion taken on the line 33 of Fig. 1, and Fig. 4 
is a perspective view of a modification of the 
device. 
In carrying out the invention a cylinder 10, 

of gutta-percha, metal, or of any approved 
material, is employed, which may be suffi 
ciently long to constitutein itself a penholder, 
or it may be secured to a penholder, as illus 
trated in Fig. 1. In one side of the cylinder 
an opening 11 is produced, and within the 
cylinder the pen-holding attachment A is lo 
cated. The attachment consists of an arm 
12, which may be termed a “lever,’ and the 
outer end of the arm or lever 12 is semicir 
cular in cross-section and is preferably wider 
than the remaining portion, as illustrated at 
13 in Figs. 1 and 2. Adjacent to the wide 
concaved section 13 the arm or lever is bent 
to form an upwardly-extending spur 14, the 
said spur being preferably triangular in cross 

end of a spring 17 is bolted or otherwise se 
cured, the said spring being preferably made 
U-shaped. The section 13 is convexed upon 
its upper face and concaved upon its lower 
face. In locating the attachment in the cyl 
inder 10 the convexed face of the section 13 
engages with the upper inner face of the cyl 
inder near the lower end thereof, and the said 
section 13 is preferably made to extend some 
little distance beyond the lower end of the cyl 
inder, as is illustrated in Fig. 1. The spur 14 
is seated in an indentation or socket 18, pro 
duced in the upper wall of the cylinder, as is 
likewise shown in Fig. 1, and the button 16 
extends through the opening 11 of the cylin 
der, which opening is located in its under side. 
It will be observed that the arm or lever l? 
has no fixed pivot, and the spur which acts 
as a fulcrum is held in place by the spring 17, 
which bears against the lower face of the cyl 
inder. The spring 17 also serves to force the 
section 13 upward sufficiently to clamp the 
shank of a pen introduced between the outer 
face of the said section and the inner contigu 
ous face of the cylinder. 
The attachment will automatically adjust 

itself to receive the shanks of pens, although 
the pen-shanks may differ in thickness and 
will hold any pen firmly in position within the 
cylinder. This is due to the fact that a fixed 
pivot is not employed, but what may be termed 
a “ yielding fulcrum’ is employed instead, 
which allows the section 13 to come along its 
entire length, and thus engage evenly with 
the entire surface of the pen located over the 
section. When it is desired to remove the 
pen from the holder, the button is pressed in 
ward and the section 13 is thereby carried 
downward and a space is created between it 
and the holder sufficient to loosen the pen 
and permit it to drop. The button 16 does 
not in the least interfere with the operation 
of the penholder, as it is flush with the outer 
face of the penholder when a pen is in posi 
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tion therein. The lower end of the cylinder 
10 is partially closed by an end partition 10, 
Which partition is preferably made to termi 
nate a slight distance below the outer mem 
ber of the lever 12 when said member is in 
its normal position. A sufficient space, how 
ever, is left between the upper wall of the cyl 
inder and the opposed end of the partition 10 
to permit the outer member of the lever to be 
depressed sufficiently to free the pen. The 
Outer extremity of the outer member of the 
lever 12 is also preferably curved downward 
in order to facilitate the entrance of the pen 
between the member and the inner face of 
the cylinder. 
When the lever is constructed as illustrated 

in Fig. 1, a lug 19 is produced in the upper 
wall of the cylinder in front of the spur and 
Over the cavity in the lever occasioned by the 
formation of the spur. The lug or stop 19 is 
adapted to prevent the pen from being pressed 
Within the cylinder far enough to interfere 
with the fulcrum of the lever and thereby pre 
vent the proper action of the same. 
In Fig. 4 I have illustrated a slight modifi 

cation in the form of the lever, in which it will 
be observed that the upper face of the outer 
member is provided with serrations 20, or it 
may be otherwise roughened, and the object 
of roughening the surface is to enable the 
lever to obtain a firm hold upon the pen, and 
a cavity 21 is produced in the upper face of 
the outer member of the lever below the spur 
14, the rear wall of which cavity serves as a 
stop to limit the inward movement of the pen 
in the holder. The forward wall of the cavity 
21 is beveled or inclined, and the object of 
this inclination, the counterpart of which in 
the lever shown in Fig.1 is the concaved sur 
face in front of the spur, is to provide a 
means whereby when the outer member of 
the lever is depressed to free the pen the inner 
end of the pen will be in no manner bound. 

Having thus described my invention, I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. Apenholder consisting of a cylinder pro 
vided with an opening in one side face and a 
lever having a movable fulcrum in the cylin 
del', the said lever having one end extended 
forward to engage a pen and provided at its 
other end with a button adapted to extend 
out through an opening in the cylinder es 
Sentially flush with the outer face of the lat 
ter, as and for the purpose specified. 

2. In a penholder, the combination, with a 
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cylinder, of a spring-controlled lever having 
a movable fulcrum in the cylinder, the outer 
member of which lever is convexed upon its 
upper face and normally engages with the in- 6 
ner face of the holder, a stop located adja 
cent to the fulcrum of the lever, and a button 
secured to the inner member of the lever and 
adapted to extend outward through an open 
ing in the cylinder, as and for the purpose 
Specified. 

3. In a penholder, the combination, with a 
cylinder provided with an opening in one side, 
the lower end of the cylinder being partially 
closed, of an angle-lever movably fulcrumed 
in the cylinder, the outer member of which 
lever extends through an opening in the lower 
end of the holder and is downwardly curved, 

of the lever, a button secured to the inner 
member of the lever and extending outward 
through an opening in the cylinder practi 
cally flush with the outerface of the cylinder, 
and a stop located near the fulcrum of the 
lever and adapted to limit the inward move 
ment of an inserted pen, as and for the pur 
pose specified. 

4. A penholder consisting of a cylinder pro 
vided with an opening in one face, a lever 
having a movable fulcrum in the cylinder, 
said lever having one end extended forward 
to engage a pen and provided at its other end 
with a button adapted to extend through an 
opening in the cylinder and be flush with the 
outer face thereof, and a spring secured to 
the opposite end of the lever and having a 
earing against the cylinder, as and for the 

purpose specified. 
5. In a pen holder, the combination, with a 

cylinder provided with an opening at one side 
and an interior socket, of a lever having its 
ends carried horizontally in opposite direc 
tions to an engagement with opposite sides of 
the cylinder and provided with a spur enter 
ing the socket in the cylinder, a spring en 
gaging with the outer end of the lever and 
also bearing against the inner wall of the 
cylinder, and a button secured to the inner 
end of the lever and adapted to normally ex 
tend through the opening 11 flush with the 
outer face of the cylinder, as and for the pur 
pose specified. 

THEODORE O. EARLE. 

Witnesses: 
J. FRED. ACKER, 
C. SEDGWICK. 
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