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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
CHARLES E. FOX, OF HOUSTON HEIGHTs, TEXAS. 

SEALING DEVICE. 
1,G65,934. 

To all ushom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, CHIARLEs E. Fox, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Houston Heights, in the county of Harris 
and State of Texas, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Sealing 
Devices, of Which the following is a specifi 
cation. I 

This invention relates to new and useful 
improvements in sealing devices, and has 
more particular relation to Such devices as 
are adapted to be used for sealing car doors. 
The object of the invention is to provide 

a device of the character described which 
may be readily applied without the use of 
a sealing or other instrument and which 
when locked in position cannot be removed 
from the car Without breaking the same and 
thus revealing the fact that the car has been 
broken open. 
A further feature of the invention resides 

in the simplicity of construction and ap 
plication, thereby providing a device of this 
character, which mav be cheaplvand easily 

S 

constructed and readily applied. 
With the above and other objects in view, 

the invention has particular relation to cer 
tain novel features of construction, opera 
tion and arrangement of parts, an example 
of whichis given in this specification and 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, 
Wherein 

Figure 1 is a plan view of the device. 
Fig. 2 is a side elevation thereof. Fig. 3 
is a fragmentary sectional view thereof, 
taken on the line a -a of Fig. 1 and showing 
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the device in its locked position. Fig. 4 is a 
fragmentary sectional view taken on the line 
a–a of Fig. 1, showing the device in its 
unlocked position before it is applied to the 
car door. Fig. 5 shows a sectional side ele 
vation, talken on the line b–b of Fig. 2, 
showing the device in its locked position. 
Fig. 6 is a fragmentary sectional side view 
taken on the line b-b of Fig. 2, showing 
the device in its unlocked position. Fig. 7 
is a sectional end view talken on the line. 
c-c of Fig. 1, showing the locking mecha 
nism in its locked position, and Fig. 8 is a 
sectional end view taken on the line c–6 
of Fig. 1, showing the locking mechanism 
in its unlocked position. 

Referring now more particularly to the 
drawings wherein like numerals of reference 
designate similar parts in each of the figures, 
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the numeral 1 refers to the door facing of 
the ordinary freight car and the numera 2 
designates a sliding door, said facing and 
doorhaving, respectively, the staples3 and 
4, With alined orifices through which the Securing pin 5 passes, One end of this pin 
carries a head and the other end has the 
transverse slot 6. 
The numeral 7 designates a metallic box 

Cr casing, which in cross section, should 
preferably be made oval, as shown in Fig. 8, 
and has closed ends, as shown in Figs. 3, 4 5 and 6. 
A metallic plate or sheet has been pro 

vided which is bent or folded into the form 
shown in Figs. 7 and S, so as to have four 
radiating Wings, 8, 9, 10 and 11, when viewed 
toWard the end the folds of said wings be 
ing a slight distance apart so as to form 
narl'ow slits or passageways, the slits be 
t\veen the folds Sand 9 andlikewise the sits 
between the folds 10 and 11 being continu ous and extending at right angles to each 
other. 
The numeral 12 designates a strip offlexi 

ble material, One end of which projects 
down Some distance in the slit formed by the 
Wings 10 and 11 and has hooks 13 which 
project through orifices provided in the 
Walls of said wings. The other end of said 
strip 12 is free untilit is locked in position 
as Will hereinafter be described and some 
distance from the extremity thereof is pro 
vided with an oblong slot 14. A latch 15 
has been provided which is formed of a fat 
piece of material which is pivoted at its 
lower end between the free edges of the plate 
forming the wing 9. This latch has a pro 
jecting shoulder 16 at its lower end and 
which extends out across the slit formed by the wings 10 and 11 
catch 17. '' ... , 

A link 18, open at one end, has been pro 
vided. This link is substantially a U 
shaped member, One of its free ends having 

and its upper end has a 

aninwardly extending hook 19. The lower 
closed end of the link passes through the 
wing 9 and the lower end of the latch 5 and 
forms a pivot on which said latch operates 
and the inner end of the hook 19 normally 
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projects through an orifice 20 in one side 
of the wing 9 and rests against the upper 
end of the latch 15 when the device is in 
its unlocked position. 
One end of the casing 7 is provided with 10 
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a slit 21 through which the ends of the strip 
12 may pass, said slit 21 being alined with 
the slit formed by the wings 10 and 11. 
When it is desired to Seal a car door with 

this device the free end of the strip 12 is 
passed through the slot 6 in the pin 5 and 
Said free end is then passed down through 
the slit 21 and forcedon down through the 
slit formed by the wings 10 and 11 until 
it connes in contact with the shoulder 16. 
A further downward pressure causes the 
latch 15 to Swing on its pivot and carries the 
catch 17 toward the strip 12 and the slot 
14 is so projected that said catch 17 will 
pass therethrough and on through a slot 22 
in the other end of Said strip 12 which is 
projected so as to aline with the slot 14 and 
permit the catch 17 to pass on through both 
of Said slots, as shown in Fig. 5. The ends 
of the strip 12 are thus locked within the 
casing 7. When in this position the upper 
end of the latch 15 has been carried past 
the free end of the hook 19 and Said hook 
drops in behind the upper end of Said latch 
and lockS the Same against disengagement 
from the slots 14 and 22 and the device is 
thus held firmlylocked in position and can 
only be removed bybeing broken off and 
When Once broken off, cannot be reused or 
replaced, So that in case a car is broken 
open or burglarized, this form of Seal will 
readily reveal that fact. 

It is obvious that the mechanical con 
struction of this device may be varied with 
out departing from the principle of this 
invention and I hereby reserve the right 
to make such mechanical changes thelrein as 
Will not depart from the scope of the ap 
pended claims. 
What I claim is:– 
1. A device of the character described, 

consisting of a casing ha ving a slit in One 
end thereof, a latch pivoted in the casing 
and having a projecting catch, a fiexible 
strip, one end of which is fixed in the casing 
and the other end of which is free, the ends 
of said strip being provided with slots, and 
the free end thereof adapted to be projected 
through the slit in the end of said casing 
and Said slots brought into alinement, a 
shoulder carried by the latch against which 
the free end of Said strip contacts when 
projected through said slit, whereby the 
latch is moved on its pivotal support 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the º Commissiomer of Patents. 
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and the catch thereof projected through said 
alined slots, a link open at one end, upon 
Which said latch is pivoted and means car 
ried by the open end of the link which en 
gages behind the free end of the latch when 
in its locked position. 

2. A device of the character described, 
consisting of a casing, having a slit in one 
end thereof, a latch pivoted in the casing 
and having a projecting catch at one end 
thereof, a shoulder carried by the other end 
of said trigger, a flexible metallic strip, 
Gne end of which is fixed in the casing, said 
strip projecting out through Said slit and 
having its other end free, the respective ends 
of said strip ha ving slots, the said shoulder 
of the latch being alined with the slit in 
the end of the casing, So that when the free 
end of Said strip is projected through Said 
slit it will contact with said shoulder and 
trip said latch and force the catch thereof 
through the slot in said trip ends when they 
are moved into alinement, and a link open 
at Gne end, upon which said latch is pivoted 
and one of its free ends having an invardly 
eXtending hook which engages behind the 
upper end of said latch for locking the catch 
in said slots. 

3. A device of the character described. 
consisting of a casing : a slit in one 
Wall thereof, a latch arranged in the casing, 
a flexible strip, one end of Which is fixed 
in the casing, said strip projecting out 
through said slit and the respective ends 
thereof being provided with slots arranged 
to be brought into alinement, a catch car 
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ried by the Iatch, the latch being so ar 
ranged, that when the free end of the strip 
is projected through said slit the Said slots 
will be brought into alinement and the latch 
Will be simultaneousy tripped and said 
catch projected through said alined slots, 
and a link open atone end and an inwardly 
eXtending hook carried by one of the free 
ends of said link for engaging behind the 
free end of the latch when in its locked po 
sition for locking the catch in the slots. 

in testimony Whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

CHIARLES E. FOX. 
VVitnesses: 

J. W. YEAGLEY, 
MAYMONTGoMERY. 

Washington, D. C.º 
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