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To all whom, it may concern:
Be it known that I, Frep M. WALKER, a

citizen of the United States, residing at
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~ board or sheet metal, do not impair to any’
noticeable extent the quantity and quality

=

Detroit, county of Wayne, State of Michi-
gan, have invented a certain new and use-
ful Tmprovement in Protective Devices for
Light-Shades, and declare the following to
be a full, clear, and ‘exact description of the
same, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it pertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, which form a part of
this specification.

This invention relates to protective de-
vices used on lamp and electric light shades,
and has for its object an improved construc-
tion whereby, without diminishing the
quality of intensity of the light projected
upon the point immediately beneath the
shade, it acts to shelter the eyes of persons
looking at the same from an oblique angle,
that is, from positions other than directly
therebeneath.

In the drawings: :

_Figure 1 is a perspective of a shade and
my improved screen in position thereon,
viewed from beneath,

Fig. 2 is an elevational view, showing
diagrammatically, and in exaggerated pro-
portions, the screening effect of my appa-
ratus, as regards laterally removed positions
of observation,

Fig. 8 is an elevation of one of the strips
of the screen, .

Fig. 4 is a plan view of a modified form
of screen. :

A indicates the lamp shade of any ap-
proved form, and B the light therein, either
dil, gas, or an electric bulb. Across the bot-
tom of the shade, which is particularly
adapted for use on the large central light of
a room, is located a lattice work, composed
of a series of generally parallel arranged
strips C, which are intersected and trav-
ersed at intervals, generally at a right angle,
by similar strips D. These strips being
placed on edge, and being as thin as card-

of light projected straight downwardly from

the illuminant B, or, in other words, the

person looking up at the light from directly
therebeneath would see the light in prac-
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tically unimpaired strength, but a person
looking theretoward at an oblique angle,
that is, from a position more or less at one
side or edge of the room, would be looking
more or less at the lateral faces of one or
both series of strips, whose breadth or depth
is of such degree as, when combined, to ma-
terially, if not entirely, shut off the direct
rays of the illuminant. If the observer’s
position be such that he is looking at either
the strip C or the strips D truly perpendicu-
larly, that series alone would combine to
screen the light from his eyes. If however,
he is looking from a position in which his
glance goes into the angle formed by the
intersections of the strips in series C and
series D, they combine to serve as a protec-

_tion to the eyes, the degree of contribution

of each varying -with the exact position of
the observer. The screen when assembled is
not unlike a series of letter boxes or pigeon
holes from which the back has been removed.
And while I have shown the strips as inter-
secting at right.angles, I do not confine
this disclosure thereto; under some circum-
stances it might prove advisable to vary the
angularity somewhat. '

Tt will be observed, from an examination
of Fig. 2, that the rays of light E, which
proceed downwardly or nearly so from the
jlluminant B pass without interception be-
tween the strips or screen pieces C and D,
whereas the rays of light F,whose direction
is toward the sides or edge of the room are
intercepted from passing beyond the con-
fines of the shade by the lateral faces of the
strips C and D. )

The same principles as regards intercep-
tion of the rays of light hold true for the
concentrically arranged screening strips
shown in plan in Fig. 4; from any laterally
removed point of observation the curved
strips H alone or in codperation with the
radial strips G perform the same codperat-
ing function as the straight strips C and D
already described. ] :

What T claim is:— :

‘In a lamp shade, in combination with an-
overhead source of light, a dome member
adapted to confine the light rays against
horizontal diffusion, and a screen member
for the open lower end of the dome mem-

ber, said screen member being composed .of
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intersecting ribbon-like strips of negligible  In testimony whereof, I sign this specifi-
thickness, all arranged in vertical planes and cation in the presence of twq witnesses.
adapted to offer substantially no obstacle to

the rays of light proceeding substantially FRED M. WALKER.
downwardly from said source of light, but =~ Witnesses:

codperating for the interception of obliquely Witriam M. Swan,

directed rays. : JEFFERSON (. THURBER.



