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THE STEADY PRESSURE DENTAL IMPRESSION TRAY AND THE IDEA OF
OPERATION

Background of the invention

Dental impression trays are used to create negative reproductions of a patient’s
teeth. To take an impression, the dental impression tray is usually filled with a
flowable impression material, and then the tray is placed in the patient's mouth and
pressed against the teeth. Once the impression material has become solid, the tray

is peeled away from the teeth and removed from the patent’s mouth.

The well known, standard dental impression tray comprises the part used for
reproduction of the prosthetic area in a patient's mouth and the grip member
protruding outside the range of this part. There is also known a dental impression
tray comprising the part used for reproduction of the prosthetic area in a patient’s
mouth and the handle member, fixed to the gingival area of the impression tray
alongside the length its arch. The handle member may have whatever holes and
additionally a hook handle, but it does not protrude outside the part used for

reproduction of the prosthetic area in a patient's mouth.

Brief Summary of the Invention ,

The invention consists of the part used for reproduction of the prosthetic area in a
patient's mouth, the grip member protruding outside this, and the mould and/ or the
structure, such as hydraulic or pressure structure.

The steady pressure impression tray provides better or steady application of the

pressure force during the impression taking.
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Brief description of the several views of the drawing
The subject of the invention has been illustrated by the examples of dental
impression tray models, in the drawings , where:  fig. 1 a position 1a — this is a
mould, fig. 1 a position 1b — this is the gingival area /its range includes the
alveolus gum/, fig. 1 a position 1c — the palatal part / its range includes the palate
/',  fig. 2 a position 2a — the outer part of a dental impression tray / it is located
opposite the inner part, where the impression material is / fig. 2 a position 2b — the
inner part of a dental impression tray/ it is the place where the impression material
is placed /, fig. 2 a position 2c —the grip member of a dental impression tray ,
fig. 3 a position 3a — the inter-gingival line of the mould,  fig. 3 a position 3b — the
gingival line of the mould, fig. 3 a position 3c — the mould surface, fig. 101 a
position 101a - the lingual area is located in the gingival area of a dental impression
tray, at the tongue side in a lower or partial dental impression tray, fig. 104 a
position 104a — the mould as the grip member, fig. 164 a position 164a- the
palatal /lingual line, fig. 173 a position 173a — the part used for reproduction of
the prosthetic area in a patient’'s mouth / its range includes the patient's gums, teeth
and palate/, fig. 174 a position 174a — the pressure structure
1. Example of the wupper dental impression tray - the top Vview.

1a. A mould.

1b. The gingival area.

1c. The palatal area.

2. Example of upper impression tray — the side view.

2a. Outer part of the tray.

2b. Inner part of the tray.

2c. A standard, well known grip member of a dental impression tray.

3. Example of upper impression tray — the top view

3a. The inter-gingival line of the mould.

3 b. The gingival line of the mould.

3 c. The mould surface.

4. Example of the run of the inter-gingival line and fragment of a dental

impression tray. from 5. to 18. Examples of the inter—gingi\)al line/ lines —
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the top view. The inter-gingival line/ lines are located between the gums

and/ or across the gingival area of a dental impression tray and end at

any point between the front and back side of a dental impression tray.

19. Example of a dental impressidn tray — the top view. ‘

3a. The inter-gingival line is located more or less in the middle of the gingival
area of the impression tray — it may have any shape and end at any points of
the gingival area of the impression tray, similar to the examples from 5. to 18.

20. Example of a dental impression tray — the top view.

3a. The inter-gingival line is located beyond the middle point of the part used for
reproduction of the prosthetic area in the patient’s mouth, it may have any shape
and end at any points of the gingival area of the impression tray, similar to the
examples from 5. to 18.

21. Example of a dental impression tray the cross-section view.

3 a. The inter-gingival line - the cross-section view.

from 22 to 79. Examples of the inter-gingival lines - the cross-section view.
The line/ lines is/ are a combination of various inclination angle, radiant,
length. the ends in their gingival area and/ or palatal area may be located at
any point of the gingival and/ or palatal area of a dental impression tray.

80. Example shape of a dental impression tray'the cross-section view.

3a. The inter-gingival line is connected to the upper side of the gingival area of a
dental impression tray, close to the outer side of the gingival area of a dental
impression tray.

80a. The outer side of the gingival area of a dental impression tray / this is the
gingival area from the cheek and lip side /

81. Example shape of a dental impression tray the cross-section view.

3 a. The inter-gingival line reaches beyond the upper side of the gingival area of
a dental impression tray. The cross-section view is connected to the gingival area
of a dental impression tray, throughout the upper side of the gingival area of a
dental impression tray.

81a The upper side of the gingival area of a dental impression tray / the gingival
area including the upper side of the tooth alveolus gum.

82. Example of impression tray shape — the cross section view.
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The ends of the inter-gingival lines are connected to the gingival area of a dental
impression tray - the cross-section view — at the ends of the upper side of the
gingival area of a dental impression tray.

83. Example of impression tray shape — the cross-section view.

The ends of the inter-gingival lines are connected to the gingival area of a dental
impression tray - the cross-section view — beyond the middle of the upper side of
the gingival area of a dental impression tray and near the inner side of the
gingival area of a dental impression tray.

83a. The inner side of the gingival area of a dental impression tray, /constitutes
the lingual area in the lower dental impression tray or a fragment of the palatal
area in the upper dental impression tray.

84. Example shape of a dental impression tray - the cross-section view.

3a. The inter-gingival line is connected to the upper side of the gingival area

of a dental impression tray, near the inner side of the gingival area of a dental
impression tray.

85.Example cross section of a dental impression tray. The mould is connected to
nearly one half of the upper side of the gingival area of a dental impression tray.
86.Dental impression tray shape — the cross-section view.

3a. The inter-gingival line is connected to the upper side of the gingival area

of a dental impression tray, approximately in the middle of its width.

87. Example shape of a dental impression tray - the cross-section view.

3a. The inter-gingival line protrudes outside the upper side of the gingival area of
a dental impression tray and is connected to the upper side of the gingival area
of a dental impression tray, near the outer side of the gingival area of a dental
impression tray.

88.Example of impression tray shape — the cross-section view. The inter-gingival
lines are connected to the upper side of the gingival area of a dental impression
tray, close to its middle point and near the outer side of the gingival area of a
dental impression tray.

89.Example of impression tray shape — the cross-section view. The mould is
connected to the palatal area.

3a. The inter-gingival line is not connected to the gingival area of the impression
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tray.

~90. Example of impression tray shape — the cross-section view.
The mould is connected to the upper side of the gingival area of a dental
impression tray and to its palatal area.
91.Example of dental impression tray shape — the cross-section view. The mould
is connected to the gingival and palatal area of a dental impression tray.
92.Example of the lower impression tray shape — the cross-section view.
The mould is connected to the upper and lingual side of the gingival area of the
lower dental impression tray.
93.Example cross section of the lower impression tray. The mould is connected to |
the upper and the lingual side of the gingival area of the lower dental impression
tray.
94.Example cross section of the lower impression tray. The mould is connected to
the lingual side of the gingival area of the lower impression tray.
95.Cross section of the upper impression tray. The mould is connected to the
palatal side of a dental impression tray.
96.Example cross section of the upper impression tray.
97.Example cross section of the upper impression tray. The mould is connected
to the palatal area of a dental impression tray.
98.Example cross section of the upper impression tray. The mould is
connected to the gingival and palatal area of a dental impression tray.
99.Example cross section of the upper impression tray. The mould constitutes the
gingival area of a dental impression tray or is connected only to the gingival area
of a dental impression tray — the cross-section view. _
100. Example cross section of the upper impression tray. The mould
constitutes the gingival area of a dental impression tray or is connected only to
the gingival area of a dental impression tray — the cross-section view.
from 101 to 103. Example cross-section view of a partial impression tray or
fragment of the cross-section view of the lower impression tray. The mould
constitutes the gingival area of a dental impression tray or is connected only
to the gingival area of a dental impression tray the cross-section view. 101 a

The lingual area of the lower or partial dental impression tray.
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104.Example cross section of the upper impression tray. The mould constitutes the
grip member. |

104a. Examples of a mould constituting the grip member.

105.Example cross section of the upper impression tray. Inter-gingival line/ lines of
the mould constituting the grip member may be of any shape and are connected at any
point of the gingival and/ or palatal area of a dental impression tray.

106. Example cross section of the upper impression tray. .

The items indicated, from 1 to 11 and from 1 to 11', are examples of the mould connection
points to a dental impression tray - the cross-section view.

107. Example the upper impression tray - the top view. The mould is connected to
the gingival and/ or palatal area of a dental impression tray.

108. Example the upper impression tray - the top view. The mould is connected

to the gingival and/ or palatal area of a dental impression tray. Example of the upper
impression tray - the top view — may be the top view of a dental impression tray where

the mould is a grip member.

109, 111, 112, 115, 116. Examples of the upper impression tray. The mould is connected
to the gingival and/ or palatal area of a dental impression tray.

110,113,114. Example of a dental impression tray. The mould is connected to the palatal
area of a dental impression tray.

117. Example the upper impression tray - the top view. The gingival line of the mould
may be located at any point of the gingival and/ or palatal area of a dental impression tray.
The gingival line runs along the gingival area and/ or the palatal area of a dental impression
‘tray.

from 118 to 129. Example fragments of gingival lines.

from 130 to 146. Example fragments of gingival lines.

from 147 to 152. Examples of dental impression trays - the top view. Moulds with
perforation, notches, embossing, of various shapes and layouts.

from 153. to 155. Example the upper impression tray - the top view. Moulds with a
variety of surfaces.

from 156. to 163. Examples of perforation, notches, embossing, patterns on the mould.
from 164. to 172. Examples of moulds or their fragments, connected to the palatal or

gingival area of the impression tray.
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164 a. The palatal/ lingual line.

173. The part used for reproduction of the prosthetic area in a patient's mouth.

174. Example of dental impression tray with the pressure structure. Concentric rings
protrude together with the pressure. The concentric rings are ejected under
pressure.

174.a The pressure structure.

175. Example of a disposable dental impression tray with the pressure structure.

Under pressure, part of the structure ejects and stiffens under pressure.

The steady pressure dental impression tray consists of the part used for
reproduction of the prosthetic area in a patient’s mouth, the grip member protruding
outside this part, and the mould or structure, e.g. hydraulic or pressure mechanism.
The steady pressure dental impression tray permits for application of the pressure
force to the part used for reproduction of the prosthetic area in a patient's mouth.
The irhpression force is applied through/ by means of a mould and/ or a structure to
the part used for reproduction of the prosthetic area in a patient’'s mouth.

The grip member protruding out of the part used for reproduction of the prosthetic
area has an auxiliary function in the course of inserting and removing the dental
impression tray into and out of a patient’s mouth.

Lack of such grip member hinders or make it impossible to remove a dental
impression tray out of a patient’s mouth due to the existence of suction force and
the height of a dental impression tray including the impression material.

There is also a possibility of using a steady pressure dental impression tray
consisting only of the part used for reproduction of the patient’'s mouth, the mould
and/ or the structure, provided that the mould has a grip function or the structure
enables removing a dental impression tray out of a patient's mouth. A mould
equipped with a hook handle increases the height of a dental impression tray,
hindering or limiting the possibility of inserting it into a patient's mouth.

The structure, such as a hydraulic or pressure structure, is preferably connected or
connectable to the part used for reproduction of the prosthetic area in a patient’s
mouth.

The structure, e.g. the pressure structure, elongates its dimension or dimension of
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its part, resulting in impressing of the prosthetic area in the impression material.

The mould preferably is connected or connectable to the part used for reproduction
of the prosthetic area in a patient's mouth, mostly not protruding outside the outline
of this part. Some of the examples, where the mould protrudes outside the outline of
this part (fig. 80-88).

The mould or the structure may have a modified shape of a standard dental
impression tray, with just slight change to its appearance (99-103).

The mould and/ or the part used for reproduction of the prosthetic area in a patient’s
mouth and/or the structure and/ or the grip member may be disconnected and be
connectable during the impression taking.

The mould and/ or the part used for reproduction of the prosthetic area in a patient's
mouth and or the structure and/ or the grip member may consist of two or more
‘parts (107-116), disconnected, connected or connectable.

Elements of a dental impression tray — the cross-section view — may be of any
thickness, often depending on the material of which it is made.

The mould and/ or the structure may be used for full arch, partial or disposable
impression trays...

The most preferable pressure point is the central part of the part used for
reproduction of the prosthetic area in a patient's mouth. The preferable point is/ are
the gingival area/ areas in the middle (fig. 99-103).

The mould or its part, connected to the palatal and/ or gingival and/ or lingua! area,
may have any shape in the cross section and the top view, and the side view (fig.
109-113, 164-172...), and its diversity is described by, e.g.: the mould inter-gingival
line (fig. 3, 3a position) the mould gingival line (fig. 3, 3b position), the mould
surface (fig. 3, 3c position), the palatal/ lingual line of the mould (fig. 164, 164a
position). _
The inter-gingival line/ lines (fig. 3, 3a position) run across the gingival area of a
dental impression tray, between the right and the left side / the left and the right
side of a dental impression tray. It/ they run from the left to the right/ from the right
to the left side of a dental impression tray and may run at an angle to the gingival
area of a dental impression tray - the cross-section view and/ or the longitudinal

cross-section and/ or the top view, of a dental impression tray. They may be
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unconnected. It/ they may be connected to the palatal area and/ or the gingival
area and/ or the lingual area, at any point of the dental impression tray (fig. 3, 19,
20, 107-111), running from the left to the right/ from the right to the left side of a
dental impression tray. It/ they may be shorter or longer than the width of a dental
impression tray (fig. 3, 19, 20, 108).
The mould inter-gingival line/ lines, top view and the cross-section view, of a dental
impression tray, may be a combination of lines of different and/ or the same
dimensions and/ or radiant and/ or inclination angle and/ or length and/ or height
and/ or thickness. The example lines constitute en element/ piece or the whole of
the inter-gingival line: circular and/ or straight and/ or U-shape and/ or oval and/ or
broken line and/ or rectangular and/ or square aﬁd/ or oblique and/ or triangular,
(fig. 3-18 top view, fig. 21-79 - the cross-section view).

Example combinations of the run of the mould inter-gingival line/ lines - the top
view. The line shape may be e.g.: - triangular / broken line or square / rectangular
or circular or straight,

- circular and straight, in any order,

-circular and triangular /broken line, in any order,

-circular and square / rectangular, in any order,

-triangular / broken line and square /rectangular in any order,

-triangular / broken line or square / rectangular and straight in any order,

-triangular /broken line, square / rectangular, circular and straight in any order.

The gingival line/ lines of the mould (fig. 3 3b position) runs/ run alongside the
gingival and/ or palatal and/ or lingual area of a dental impression tray. Alongside
means from the front to the back/ from the back to the front of a dental impression
tray. It/ they run from the front backward/ from the back frontward of a dental
impression tray and it/ they may run at an angle to the gingival area of a dental
impression tray. It/ they may be shorter or longer than the length of the gingival
area of a dental impression tray (fig. 117- 146). It/ they may be unconnected. It/
they may be connected to each other and/ or to the palatal and/ or gingival and/ or
lingual area of a dental impression tray, at any point of a dental impression tray,
running from the front backward/ from the back frontward of a dental impression

tray. The front of a dental impression tray is located at the grip point of a standard
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dental impression tray. The gingival line/ lines that may form a connection of a
mould with a standard or other dental impression tray - the side view and the top
view - may be a combination of the example lines (fig. 117-146) of different and/ or
the same dimensions and/ or radiant and/ or inclination angle and/ or length and/ or
height and/ or thickness. The example lines constitute an element or the whole of
the gingival Iine: circular and/ or straight and/ or U-shape and/ or oval and/ or
broken line and/ or rectangular and/ or square and/or oblique and/ or triangular.
(fig. 117-146).

Example combinations of the run of the mould gingival line/ lines— the top view. line
shape may be e.g.: - triangular / broken line or square / rectangular or circular or
straight,

- circular and straight, in any order,

-circular and triangular /broken line, in any order,

-circular and square / rectangular, in any order,

-triangular / broken line and square /rectangular in any order,

-triangular / broken line or square / rectangular and straight in any order,
-triangular /broken line, square / rectangular, circular and straight in any order.

The gingival line of the mould, constituting a joint of the mould with a dental
impression tray - the top view — may have any shape, length, size, layout,
perforation, notches, patterns, singular or in any combination (fig. 151,152).
The palatal/ lingual line/ lines of the mould (fig. 164, 164a position) / the palatal
/lingual line of the mould — e.g. the cross-section view, runs/ run from the top
downwards/ from the bottom upwards of a dental impression tray. Usually it/ they is/
are connected to the palatal member (fig. 1, 1c position), (fig. 164-172) and/ or
lingual member (fig. 101, 101a position) in the lower impression tray. It / they may
be unconnected. . It / they may be connected to the palatal area and/ or lingual and/
or gingival area at any point of a dental impression tray, running from the top
downward / from the bottom upward of a dental impression tray. The palatal / lingual
line and/ or lines run from the top downward / from the bottom upward of a dental
impression tray and may run at an angle to the gingival area of a dental impression
tray. the top of a dental impression tray - the cross-section view- is located at the
highest point of a dental impression tray. The bottom of a dental impression tray is
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located at its lowest point, the cross-section view. The palatal /llingual line/lines of
the mould ( fig. 164, 164a position) may be a combination of the example lines (fig.
164-172 , 89-94, 98 ) of different and/ or the same dimensions and/ or radius and/
or inclination angle and/ or length and/ or height and/ or thickness. The example
lines constitute an element or the whole of the palatal / lingual line - circular and/ or
straight and/ or U-shape and/ or oval and/ or broken line and/ or rectangular and/ or
square and/ or oblique and/ or triangular (fig. 164-172). '
Example combinations of the run of the mould palatal/ lingual line/ lines, the cross-
section view (fig. 164-172, 89-94, 98). - triangular / broken line or square /
rectangular or circular or straight,

-circular and straight,

-circular and triangular /broken line, in any order,

—circulaf and square / rectangular, in any order,

-triangular / broken line and square /rectangular in any order,

-triangular / broken line or square / rectangular and straight in any order,

- triangular /broken line, square / rectangular, circular and straight in any order.

The mould surface and/ or the dental impression tray, the top view, may have any
shape, length, size, layout, perforation, embossing, patterns, singular or in any
combination (fig. 147-163).

The mould surface — the top view — does not need to be straight; it may be crooked
at any angle and/ or may be convex and/ or concave with any radiant, of any shape
in each fragment of a dental impression tray (fig. 153-155).

A dental impression tray, its mould and structure, e.g. hydraulic ‘or pressure
structure, may have any shape, provided it fulfils its function. In the cross-section
view and/ or side view, the mould may be a grip member of any shape, curvature,
size, radiant, or structure...(fig. 104 , 105, 108 ), provided it enables inserting a
dental impression tray into a patient’'s mouth.

The connection of the mould to a standard or other type of dental impression tray
may be located at any point of the gingival and/ or palatal and/ or lingual area, it
may be of any length and width. In the top view and/ or side view, it may coincide
with the gingival line/ lines of the mould (fig. 1, 1a position). The cross-section view,
it may coincide with the inter-gingival line/ lines and/ or with the palatal/ lingual line/
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lines, and/ or with its/ their fragment/ fragments. The connection of the mould to a
standard or other type of dental impression tray - the cross-section view - may
follow such combinations as: -in item 1 or 2 or 3 or 4 or 5 ...-in item from 2 to 2',
from 3 to 3', from 4 to 4' ...-in item from 2 to 2' and in item 8 and 8', from 3 to 3' and
in item 9 and 9' ...-in item from2 to 2' and in item 8 to 9 and 8' to 9'...- in item 2 and
2", 3and 3,4 and 4'..-initem2 and 2' and 8 and 8', 3 and 3'and 9 and 9'.. - in
item from 2 to 5 and 2' to 5', from 8 to 10 and from 8' to 10'...-in item from 11 to 11"...
(fig. 106, 91-98).
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Claims

1. The steady pressure dental impression tray consists of the part used for
“reproduction of the prosthetic area in a patient's mouth, the grip member protruding
outside this part, and the mould or structure, e.g. pressure mechanism.
The steady pressure dental impression tray is a dental impression tray where the
impression force is preferably applied through/ by means of a mould and/ or a
structure to the part used for reproduction of the prosthetic area in a patient’s
mouth. The steady pressure dental impression tray provides better or steady
application of the pressure force during the impression taking.
The steady pressure dental impression tray and/ or the mould and/ or the structure
and/ or the grip member may consist of two or more parts, and may disconnected,

however get connected during the impression taking.

2. The mould and/ or the structure, according to claim 1, may have a modified
shape of a standard dental impression tray or any dental impression, with just slight

change to its appearance.

3. An object making its impression in soft material, due to the force application, of
various strength and impact directions, reproduces its parts at different heights, thus

providing a distorted cast of the object.
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Continuation of Box iI.Z

Claims Nos.: -

claims 1-3 have been searched in completely for the following reasons:

1. in addition to involving a multitude of sentences, claim 1 is a
mere rambling of the results which the impression trés is supposed to
achieve. Beyond the first 3 sentences of claim 1 which attempt to define
the impression tray by stating that it possesses a "part used for
reproduction of’'the prostatic area", a "grip member", as well as a
"mould or structure” the rest of claim 1 provides no further technical
features of the device.

Claim 1 has therefore been searched as if it comprises a general dental
impression tray having a grip member and some sort of mould structure
for taking the imprint.

2 . the last 3 Tlines of claim 1 contain the same unclarity which is
seen throughout the description of the application, namely, the abundant
use of the expressions "and/or" as well as "may". These expressions
claim selections of features and if several of these expressions appear
together the number of combinations of possible features increases
exponentially and the situation is soon reached where the number of
possible combinations of features is so vast that it would be impossible
to search them.

Taking the last sentence of claim 1 as an example, saying that the
dental tray consists of 2 or more parts is very different than if the
grip member consists of 2 or more parts. By concatenating and/or’s and
may’s the claim becomes very unclear.

3. the feature "steady pressure dental impression tray" is unclear.
While as the term "dental impression tray" expresses a very general
device in a specific area of dentistry, the feature "steady pressure" is
unclear and appears to be merely a statement of the result to be
achieved. Without any technical features being claimed which will allow
this result to be achieved, it is unclear what is meant by this phrase.

4 . claim 2 does not contain any technical feature at alil, it is
therefore unclear what is being claimed.

5. claim 3 is directed to "an object making its impression in soft
material™ and is therefore much broader than the subject matter of claim
1 which is Timited to a steady pressure dental impression tray. There is
no basis in the application has filed to cover all the possible meanings
and variations which this wording entails, so claim 3 has been
interpreted as being a dependent claim of claim 1.

6 . claim 3 is also highly unclear because it is a series of results
to be achieved without the corresponding technical features. It is also
not understood what is meant by the phrase "reproduces its parts at
different heights, thus providing a distorted cast of the object”.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
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inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended foliowing receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2)PCT declaration be
overcome.
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This international search report has not been established in respact of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. Claims Nos.: -

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted In accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers allsearchable
claims.

2. [:I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

1

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search reportcovers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Conssguently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest DThe additional search fees were accofnpanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

DThe additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation. -

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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