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(571 ABSTRACT

A label holder especially adapted for mounting in a
recessed pull on drawers, doors, or the like. The pull
includes front and rear walls defining a cavity. There
is an opening in the front wall into which the label
holder is positioned. The label holder is of one-picce
construction extruded from resilient plastic material,
preferably transparent, and includes a pair of rear-
wardly extending spring-like biasing flanges adapted
for compressive abutment with the rear wall of the
pull. These flanges force the label holder forwardly so
that the edges of its front face abut the front wall of
the pull on either side of the front opening. The front
face is in position in the opening and a label can be
displayed therethrough. Positioning flanges project
forwardly from the face of the holder to position it
within the pull opening. Integrally formed holding
flanges are provided adjacent the inner surface of the
face to hold a label behind the transparent face so that
it may be viewed through the window and the face of
the label holder.

18 Claims, 7 Drawing Figures
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1
LABEL HOLDER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
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2
FIG. 2 is a‘sectional elevation view ‘taken along the
‘plane TI-11:of FIG. 1, :
FIG. 315 a perspective view of the label holder;
FIG.-4 is-a'view similar to FIG. 2 illustrating the label

.The present invention relates to label holders for re- 5 ‘holder partially assembled within the drawer pull re-

cessed pulls on doors, drawers, and the like -and ad-
dresses itself to the particular problem of mounting a
label holder in such a recessed pull simply-and in such
a manner that it does not rattle when 'the :door -or
drawer is opened and shut. There are label ‘holders
shown in the .prior art which snap into the opening ‘in
the recessed pull cavity but which rattle in use. Some
of the prior art label holders include specially designed
flanges or the like which cooperate with specially de-
signed recesses in the drawer pull to receive the
flanges. These are, however, complicated in their con-
struction and in many cases require separate tools to
insert or remove them from the recessed pull. In other
constructions, it is required that the label holder be in-
serted from inside the drawer, door, or the like and re-
quires that the contents be removed prior to the inser-
tion thereof.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The label holder of the present invention is especially
adapted for ease of insertion from the outer facing por-
tion of the recessed pull. The holder includes a front
face and rearwardly projecting biasing means. The bi-
asing means engage the rear wall of the drawer pull
cavity and force abutment means, located generally :at
the front face of the holder, forwardly into abutmerit
with the inside surfaces of the front wall of the drawer
pull generally on either side of the drawer pull opening.
The holder is inserted by cocking it at an angle and in-
serting it through the opening in the pull while simulta-
neously compressing the biasing means against the
back wall of the opening and sliding the holder unti} it
is properly aligned with the front-opening. It is then re-
leased, thereby allowing the biasing means to push the
holder forward toward the opening until the abutment
means abut the front wall of the opening.

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the label
holder is integrally extruded from clear plastic and in-
cludes holding means adjacent the inner surface of its
face for mounting and holding a label. In this way, the
label is mounted behind the face and will be protected.
The biasing means is in the form of a pair of rearwardly
extending flange members having integral resilient,
spring-like elements formed thereon which are espe-
cially adapted to abut the rear wall of the pull construc-
tion to bias the label holder forward. The spring ele-
ments are easily and readily compressed through the
pull opening to allow either assembly or removal of the
label holder. The special spring elements keep the label
holder in tension so that no rattling or inadvertent slid-
ing within the opening occurs when in use. Positioning
means on the front face of the holder positively locate
the holder with respect to the opening in the recessed
pull. The many objects and advantages of this invention
will be readily understood by those skilled in the art
upon reading the following specification with reference
to the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a front elevational view illustrating a first
embodiment of the label holder of the present inven-
tion positioned within a recessed drawer pull;
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cess;

FIG. 5 is a view similar to FIGS. 2 and 4 illustrating
the positioning of the label holder within the pull open-
ing;

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of an alternate embodi-
‘ent-of the label holder; and

FIG. 7 is an end view of the label holder shown in
FIG. 6.

‘DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

In the preferred embodiment, label holder 10 isin a
recessed pull -at the front 12 -of a drawer,:door or the
like (FIGS. 1 and 2). The recessed pull itself includes
a ‘front wall 14 and a back wall 16 which ‘are spaced
apart by side walls 18. The front, back, and side walls
cooperate to form a cavity 20 into which the label
‘holder 10 is positioned. A window opening 22 is pro-
vided in front'wall 14 of the pull and in the-drawer front
12.In the embodiment illustrated, the window opening
iselongated and includes a decorative trim member 24
positioned about the walls of the opening. The opening
thus defined includes a top edge 26, a bottom edge 28,
and end edges-30. The trim piece 24 defines the open-
ing and.abuts an inner wall surface 32 of front wall 14.
Preferably, label ‘holder 10 is formed by extrusion ‘of a
plastic ‘which is preferably transparent. One preferred
material from which ‘the label holder can be con-
structed is butyrate although it is recognized that other
plastic materials may be utilized with equal facility. The
label holder includes-a face 34 having an euter surface
36 and an inner surface 38. Holder 10 is elongated and
the surface .of face 34 is preferably slightly larger in
height than the size of opening .22 provided in the re-
cessed pull. Positioning flanges 40 are integrally
formed on the front surface 36 of face 34 and extend
outwardly .a slight distance. Positioning flanges 40 are
spaced apart near the top and bottom surfaces of the
face 34 and extend-along the length thereof. As shown
in FIG. 2, positioning flanges 40 aré spaced apart a suf-
ficient distance such that when the label holder is posi-
tioned within the drawer pull recess, they abut top edge
26 and bottom edge 28 of trim piece 24 to position
holder 10 within opening 22. The distance which posi-
tioning flanges 40 extend outwardly from outer face 36
is slightly less than the thickness of trim piece 24 such
that no portions thereof extend beyond the face of the
door, drawer, or the like in which the drawer pull is in-
stalled.

Extending rearwardly from the inner surface 38 of
face 34 are a pair of biasing flanges 42. Each biasing
flange 42 includes a generally V-shaped spring element
44 defined by an outer leg 50 and an inner leg 46. Each
biasing flange 42 also includes a spacer 48 which joins
inner leg 46 to front face 34. The outer leg 50 extends
rearwardly from inner leg 46 at an angle and is adapted
to abut back wall 16 of the recessed pull cavity 20.

The upper and lower edge portions 344 of front face
34, above and below positioning flanges 40, serve as
abutment surfaces for abutting the front wall -of the
drawer pull. This keeps the holder 10 from popping out
of the recessed pull as a result-of the biasing action of
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biasing flanges 42 against rear wall 16. As is apparent
to one skilled in the art, the surfaces 34a specifically
abut the inside. of trim piece 24. For purposes of this
disclosure, it will be appreciated that any surface gen-
erally at the front of the recessed pull can be consid-
ered the “front wall”” of the recessed pull. It is only im-
portant that some surface at the front of the pull, or
“front wall” be present for the purpose of preventirig
the holder 10 from popping out.

A pair of facing label holding flanges 52 extend per-
pendicular from spacer 48 and are generally parallel to
the inner face surface 38 of front face 34. Flanges 52
are spaced a slight distance from inner surface 38 to
provide a gap 56 therebetween into which a label 54
(FIG. 2) may conveniently be positioned. Since the
face 34 is transparent, label 54 can be viewed through
the face of the holder and yet it is protected and will
not become damaged through handling and the like.

Referring now to FIGS. 4 and 5, the convenient in-
stallation and/or removal of the label holder is illus-
trated. Basically, installation is accomplished by insert-
ing the holder 10 through opening 22 at an angle such
that it may readily pass through the opening. The upper
spring element 44 is compressed as required against
back wall 16 to allow complete passage of label holder
10 through opening 22. As shown in FIG. 4, the upper
spring element 44 is compressed while the lower V-
shaped spring element is in its relaxed position. In FIG.
5, slight finger pressure on the outer surface 36 of the
face is applied to straighten the label holder within the
opening equally compressing the V-shaped spring ele-
ments 44 against rear wall 16. The label holder 10 is
shifted as required within the cavity until positioning
flanges 40 come into general alignment with opening
22. The pressure applied against face 34 is released al-
lowing the spring elements 44 to push label holder 10
forwardly toward opening 22 until abutment portions
34a of front face 34 abut the inside wall of trim 24. Po-
sitioning flanges 40 prevent further shifting in an up-
and-down direction. The V-shaped spring elements 44
constantly keep the label holder in tension so that no
rattling or inadvertent sliding occurs.

It will be noted that label holder 10 can conveniently
be slid longitudinally along the extended length of
opening 22. This is accomplished by applying slight fin-
ger pressure on the face of the holder depressing it
slightly as illustrated in FIG. 5 and moving it along the
opening until the desired position is reached. Pressure
is then released and label holder 10 is biased into posi-
tion by spring elements 44 in the manner as previously
described. :

An alternate embodiment of the invention is illus-
trated in FIGS. 6 and 7 wherein the biasing flange is in-
tegrally formed with the spacer extending from the
inner face of the label holder. In this embodiment, label
holder 100 includes a face 134 having an outer surface
136 and an inner surface 138. Positioning flanges 140
extend rearwardly a slight distance from the front sur-
face of the face. The positioning flanges 140 are spaced
at the top and bottom of the face such that when the
label holder is positioned within a drawer pull recess,
they abut the top and bottom edges of the trim piece
as illustrated in the previous embodiment to position
holder 110 within the opening. Upper and lower abut-
ment surfaces 134a extend perpendicular to position-
ing flanges 140 to abut the front wall of the drawer pull
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and keep the label holder from popping out of the re-
cessed pull.

Extending rearwardly from abutment surfaces 134a
are a pair of biasing flanges 150. Each biasing flange
150 forms a spring element. Each flange 150 extcnds
rearwardly at an angle to face 134 and is adapted to
abut the back wall of the recessed pull cavity.

A pair of facing label holding flanges 152 extend per-
pendicular inwardly from positioning flanges 140 and
are generally parallel to inner face surface 138. Flanges
152 are spaced a slight distance from the inner surface
to provide a gap 156 therebetween into which a label
may conveniently be positioned. Since the face 134 is
transparent, the label can be viewed through the front
face of the holder and yet it is protected and will not
become damaged through handling and the like.

Installation and/or removal of label holder 110 is ac-
complished in essentially the same fashion as that de-
scribed in FIGS. 2-5 in connection with the previous

-embodiment. The holder is inserted through an open-

ing at an angle such that it may readily pass through the
opening. Upper biasing flange 150 is compressed while
the lower biasing flange is in its relaxed position. Finger
pressure on the outer surface of the face is applied to
straighten the label holder within the opening equally
compressing the biasing flanges against the rear wall of
the drawer pull. The label holder is then shifted as re-
quired within the cavity until positioning flanges 140
and abutment surfaces 134a come into general align-
ment with the opening whereupon the pressure is re-
leased allowing biasing elements 150 to push the label
holder forwardly toward the opening and hold it se-
curely in position so that no rattling or inadvertent slid-
ing occurs.

While a preferred and alternate embodiment of the
invention have been illustrated, it will be recognized by
those skilled in the art that other modifications of the
invention incorporating the teachings hereof may
readily be made in light of this disclosure. While the in-
vention has been described with specific reference to
its use in a drawer pull, it will be understood that it may
readily be applied for use on doors, cabinets, and the
like with equal facility. Accordingly, all modifications
embodying the principles hereof are to be considered
as included in the appended claims unless these claims
by their language expressly state otherwise.

We claim:

1. A label holder for use in a recessed pull construc-
tion, said pul! including spaced front and rear surfaces
forming a drawer pull cavity, said front surface having
an opening therein to provide access to said cavity, said
holder comprising: a face adapted for positioning in
said opening; abutment means operably connected to
said face for engaging said front surface of said pull
when said face is positioned in said opening; at least
one integrally formed, rearwardly extending elongated
resilient biasing flange extending rearwardly from said
face and engaging said rear surface of said pull whereby
said abutment means is biased into engagement with
said front surface of said pull, thereby minimizing any
tendency for said holder to rattle with respect to said
pull.

2. The holder of claim I in which said biasing means
includes a pair of said resilient, rearwardly extending
elongated biasing flange members.

3. the holder of claim 2 in which at least one of said
rearwardly extending flange members having a gener-
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ally V-shaped cross section, one leg of said “V" being
operably connected to said face and the other leg of
said “V” being adapted for abutment with said rear sur-
face of said recessed pull.

4. The label holder of claim 3 which includes two of
said rearwardly extending generally V-shaped flanges,
said flanges being spaced from one another and being
disposed generally at the top and bottom of said label
holder, respectively. :

5. The label holder of claim 2 which includes posi-
tioning means for operably engaging the edges of said
opening to thereby align and position said face within
said opening.

6. The label holder of claim 5 in which said position-
ing means comprise a pair of spaced positioning flanges
generally from the upper and lower portions of said
face, said flanges engaging the upper and lower edges
of said recessed pull opening to thereby position said
label holder in said opening.

7. The label holder of claim 6 in which at least said
face portion of said label holder is transparent and said
label holder includes holding means positioned adja-
cent the inner surface of said face for holding a label
against said inner surface whereby said label may be
viewed through said face.

8. The holder of claim 2 wherein said flange members
are spaced from one another and disposed generally at
the top and bottom of said labe! holder.

9. The label holder of claim 1 which includes posi-
tioning means for operably engaging the edges of said
opening to thereby align and position said face within
said opening.

10. The label holder of claim 9 in which said position-
ing means comprise a pair of spaced positioning flanges
extending from the top and bottom of said holder, said
flanges engaging the upper and lower edges and inner
surfaces of said recessed pull opening to thereby posi-
tion said label holder in said opening.

11. A label holder for use in a recessed pull construc-
tion, said pull including spaced front and rear wall por-
tions forming a drawer pull cavity, said front wall hav-
ing an opening therein for access to said cavity, said
holder comprising: a face, said face being adapted for
positioning in said opening for displaying reference in-
dicia thereon in said opening; positioning means for
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aligning said face in said opening, said positioning
means extending outwardly from said face; and biasing
means integrally formed and extending rearwardly
from said face generally at an acute angle with respect
to said face, said biasing means being compressible
with abutment on said back wall during installation of
said holder into said cavity through said opening and
being expandable upon release thereof to bias said
holder into abutting relationship with the inside surface
of said front wall to thereby position and hold said label
holder in said window.

12. The label holder as set forth in claim 11 wherein
said biasing means includes a pair of resilient, rear-
wardly extending elongated flange members.

13. The label holder as set forth in claim 12 wherein
each said elongated flange member includes a. spring
element which in cross section is generally in the shape
of a‘‘V,” one leg of said “V " being operably connected
to said face, the other leg of said “* V" being adapted for
abutment with said back wall of said recessed pull.

14. The label holder as set forth in claim 12 wherein
said positioning means comprises a pair of elongated
outwardly extending positioning flanges, said flanges
being spaced apart and extending along the upper and
lower edges of said face, said flanges being adapted for
abutment with the edges of said recessed pull opening
to thereby position said label holder therein.

15. The label holder as set forth in claim 14 wherein
said holder is integrally formed from plastic material.

16. The label holder as set forth in claim 15 wherein
said plastic material is butyrate.

17. The label holder as set forth in claim 15 wherein
at least said face portion of said label holder is transpar-
ent and further includes holding means positioned adja-
cent said inner surface of said face for holding a label
against said inner surface whereby said label may be
viewed through said face.

18. The label holder of claim 17 wherein said holding
means includes a pair of holder flanges positioned on
said elongated flange members, said holder flanges ex-
tending perpendicular to said elongated flange member
and extending toward each other across said inner sur-

face of said face.
* * * * *



