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removal  of  the  container  to  permit  servicing  of  the 
ATM,  such  premature  activation  possibly  result- 
ing  in  the  ATM  being  taken  out  of  service  until  a 
container  having  a  reset  tamper  indicating  means 
is  obtained  for  insertion  into  the  ATM. 

From  EP  —  A  —  22694  there  is  known  a  container 
for  valuable  articles,  including  locking  means 
arranged  to  permit  the  deposit  of  said  articles  in 
the  container  when  in  an  unlocked  condition  and 
to  prevent  deposit  of  said  articles  in  the  container 
when  in  a  locked  condition,  a  counter  for  indicat- 
ing  the  number  of  times  said  locking  means  has 
been  unlocked,  and  container  opening  means  for 
gaining  access  to  the  interior  of  the  container, 
said  container  opening  means  being  provided 
with  securing  means  for  securing  said  container 
opening  means  against  unauthorized  opening.  - 
No  means  are  disclosed  for  resetting  the  counter, 
and  said  locking  means  can  be  unlocked  any 
number  of  times  without  restriction.  Thus,  with 
this  known  container  it  is  difficult  to  maintain 
adequate  security  for  the  contents  of  the  con- 
tainer. 

From  CH—  A—  103173  and  FR—  A—  5491  60  there 
are  known  portable  containers  for  valuable 
articles  each  of  which  is  provided  with  a  tamper 
indicating  device  in  the  form  of  a  counter  which 
counts  the  number  of  times  the  container  has 
been  opened.  These  known  containers  also  can 
be  opened  any  number  of  times  without  restric- 
tion. 

Disclosure  of  the  Invention 
It  is  an  object  of  the  invention  to  provide  a 

portable  depository  container  which  obviates  the 
problems  discussed  above  in  relation  to  known 
portable  containers  for  valuable  articles. 

According  to  the  invention  there  is  provided  a 
container  for  vaiuable  articles,  including  locking 
means  arranged  to  permit  deposit  of  said  articles 
in  the  container  when  in  an  unlocked  condition 
and  to  prevent  deposit  of  said  articles  in  the 
container  when  in  a  locked  condition,  indicator 
means  for  indicating  the  number  of  times  said 
locking  means  has  been  unlocked,  and  container 
opening  means  for  gaining  access  to  the  interior 
of  the  container,  said  container  opening  means 
being  provided  with  securing  means  for  securing 
said  container  opening  means  against  unau- 
thorized  opening,  characterized  in  that  said  indi- 
cator  means  is  resettable  and  incorporates  an 
indicator  member  which  is  movable  in  sequence 
from  a  first  possible  position  to  a  predetermined 
plurality  of  other  possible  positions  and  which  is 
arranged  to  be  moved  from  one  position  to  the 
next  position  in  the  sequence  in  response  to  an 
unlocking  and  locking  cycle  of  operation  of  said 
locking  means,  unlocking  of  said  locking  means 
being  prevented  when  said  indicator  means 
reaches  the  last  possible  position  in  the  sequence, 
in  that  said  indicator  member  can  be  reset  to  an 
initial  condition  only  after  opening  said  container 
opening  means,  and  in  that  the  securing  means  of 
said  container  opening  means  is  separate  from 
said  locking  means. 

Description 

Technical  Field 
The  invention  relates  to  a  portable  container  for 

valuable  articles  such  as  credit  cards  or  envelopes  5 
containing  currency,  for  example. 

The  invention  has  application,  for  example,  to  a 
portable  depository  container  for  use  with  auto- 
mated  teller  machines  (ATMs)  of  the  kind  wherein 
a  user  inserts  a  customer  identifying  card  into  the  w 
machine  and  then  enters  certain  data  (such  as 
codes,  amount  of  cash  required  or  to  be  paid  in, 
type  of  transaction,  etc.)  upon  a  keyboard,  and 
deposits  in  the  machine  any  currency  notes  to  be 
paid  in.  The  machine  will  then  process  the  trans-  is 
action,  update  the  user's  account  to  reflect  the 
current  transaction,  dispense  cash  if  necessary, 
and  return  the  card  to  the  user  and  issue  a 
transaction  record  slip  as  part  of  a  routine  oper- 
ation.  The  container  may  serve  as  a  collecting  20 
receptacle  for  customer  identifying  cards  (for 
example  invalid  cards)  captured  by  an  ATM  or  for 
envelopes  containing  cash  deposited  in  an  ATM, 
and  may  be  used  for  transporting  collected  cards 
or  envelopes  to  a  bank  at  a  location  remote  from  25 
the  ATM  in  which  the  container  was  used. 

Background  Art 
One  known  portable  depository  container,  such 

as  that  disclosed  in  EP—  A—  0010598,  is  provided  30 
with  a  lock  for  locking  the  container  in  a  closed 
condition  and  for  unlocking  the  container  to 
enable  it  to  be  opened  to  permit  valuable  articles 
such  as  currency  notes  to  be  deposited  in  the 
container.  The  container  is  arranged  to  be  placed  35- 
while  in  a  locked  condition  in  a  secure  housing, 
and  to  be  unlocked  and  filled  with  currency  notes 
within  the  housing  while  the  container  is  secured 
against  removal  therefrom  by  means  of  mechani- 
cal  interlocks.  However,  such  known  depository  40 
container  has  a  disadvantage  from  a  security 
point  of  view  in  that  the  lock  can  be  opened  in  an 
illegal  or  unauthorized  manner  while  the  con- 
tainer  is  outside  the  secure  housing,  and  there  is 
no  means  of  knowning  whether  such  illegahor  -  -45 
unauthorized  opening  of  the  container  has  taken 
place. 

Another  known  portable  container  for  valuable 
articles  incorporates  tamper  indicating  means  for 
indicating  whether  an  unauthorized  unlocking  of  so 
the  container  has  taken  place,  this  container  being 
disclosed  in  GB—  A—  2079832.  Such  known  con- 
tainer  is  adapted  to  be  inserted  into  an  ATM,  and 
is  arranged  to  be  unlocked  while  inserted  or  while 
in  the  process  of  being  inserted.  After  the  con-  55 
tainer  has  been  unlocked  once,  the  tamper  indi- 
cating  means  prevents  reinsertion  of  the  con- 
tainer  into  the  ATM  without  the  container  having 
first  been  removed  to  a  secure  or  authorized 
location  for  opening  of  the  container  and  for  eo 
resetting  of  the  tamper  indicating  means.  A 
problem  experienced  with  such  known  container 
is  that  the  tamper  indicating  means  may  be 
prematurely  activated  due  to  a  fumbled  insertion 
of  the  container  in  the  ATM  or  due  to  the  need  for  65 
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to,  and  mounted  on  top  of,  the  receptacle  12.  The 
bar  22  passes  through  a  slot  (not  shown)  in  an 
end  wall  34  of  the  casing  30  remote  from  the  entry 
slot  16  and  also  passes  through  an  opening  36 

5  (Fig.  6)  formed  in  a  door  38  of  the  container  10. 
The  door  38  is  pivotally  attached  to  the  base  of  the 
receptacle  12,  and  is  normally  held  in  a  closed 
position  as  shown  in  Figs.  2  and  3  by  means  of  a 
numbered  seal  (not  shown).  A  carrying  handle  40 

10  is  provided  on  the  door  38. 
Two  slide  members  42  and  44  (Figs.  2,  3)  are 

slidably  mounted  inside  the  casing  30,  the  mem- 
bers  42  and  44  being  respectively  disposed  adja- 
cent,  and  parallel  to,  the  side  walls  46  of  the 

15  casing  30.  Each  slide  member  42,  44  is  slidably 
mounted  on  a  respective  pair  of  support  studs  48 
which  are  mounted  on  the  adjacent  side  wall  46 
and  which  respectively  pass  through  two  elon- 
gated  slots  50  formed  in  the  associated  slide 

20  member.  Each  slide  member  42,  44  is  urged  from 
right  to  left  with  reference  to  Figs.  2  and  3  by 
means  of  a  respective  tension  spring  52  one  end 
of  which  is  attached  to  the  relevant  support  stud 
48  and  the  other  end  of  which  is  attached  to  a  stud 

25  54  secured  to  the  slide  member.  With  the  con- 
tainer  10  dismounted  from  the  cradle  18,  the  slide 
members  42  and  44  are  normally  held  by  means 
of  the  springs  52  in  their  forwardmost  positions, 
that  is  to  say  their  leftmost  positions  as  shown  in 

30  Figs.  2  and  3. 
A  pawl  58  (Fig.  2)  is  pivotally  mounted  on  the 

slide  member  42,  the  pawl  58  being  pivotable 
about  a  support  stud  60  secured  to  the  member 
42.  The  pawl  58  is  urged  in  a  counter-clockwise 

35  direction  with  reference  to  Fig.  2  by  means  of  a 
torsion  spring  62,  and  with  the  container  10 
dismounted  from  the  cradle  18,  the  pawl  58  is 
normally  held  by  the  spring  62  in  the  position 
shown  in  Fig.  2  with  a  stop  member  64  mounted 

40  on  the  pawl  58  in  engagement  with  the  slide 
member  42.  The  pawl  58  is  adapted  to  engage  a 
ratchet  wheel  66  which  has  eight  teeth  equally 
spaced  around  its  periphery  and  which  forms  part 
of  a  counter  assembly  67  located  inside  the  casing 

45  30.  The  ratchet  wheel  66  is  secured  on  a  shaft  68 
of  the  counter  assembly  67,  the  shaft  68  being 
rotatably  mounted  in  an  upper  bearing  70  (Fig.  3) 
secured  to  the  top  of  the  casing  30  and  a  lower 
bearing  72  which  is  mounted  on  a  bracket  74 

so  extending  across  the  casing  30.  The  lower  portion 
of  the  shaft  68  passes  through  an  opening  in  the 
base  of  the  casing  30,  and  the  lower  end  of  the 
shaft  68  is  provided  with  an  actuating  knob  75 
positioned  beneath  the  casing  30.  The  counter 

55  assembly  67  also  includes  an  indicator  wheel  76 
which  is  secured  on  the  shaft  68  above  the  ratchet 
wheel  66,  the  wheel  76  carrying  on  its  outer 
periphery  a  series  of  markings  consisting  of  a 
green  area,  a  white  area,  and  a  series  of  five 

60  numerals  from  2  to  6  on  a  red  background. 
A  detent  wheel  78  (Fig.  2),  also  included  in  the 

counter  assembly  67,  is  secured  on  the  upper 
portion  of  the  shaft  68.  As  seen  in  Fig.  2,  the 
detent  wheel  78  incorporates  six  shallow  detent 

65  notches  80a  —  80f  and  a  seventh  deep  detent 

Brief  Description  of  the  Drawings 
Embodiments  of  the  invention  will  now  be 

described  by  way  of  example  with  reference  to 
the  accompanying  drawings,  in  which: 

Fig.  1  is  a  perspective  view  of  one  embodiment 
of  this  invention  showing  a  portable  depository 
container  suitable  for  the  collection  of  magnetic 
cards,  for  example; 

Fig.  2  is  a  plan  view  of  the  container  of  Fig.  1 
with  the  top  removed; 

Fig.  3  is  a  sectional,  side,  elevational  view  of  the 
container,  the  section  being  taken  along  the  line 
III—  III  of  Fig.  2; 

Fig.  4  is  a  plan  view  similar  to  Fig.  2  but 
showing  the  container  when  mounted  in  a  receiv- 
ing  cradle  of  an  ATM; 

Fig.  5  is  a  sectional,  side,  elevational  view  of  the 
container  mounted  in  the  receiving  cradle,  the 
section  being  taken  along  the  line  V—  V  of  Fig.  4; 

Fig.  6  is  an  end  elevational  view  of  the  container 
mounted  in  the  receiving  cradle; 

Fig.  7  is  a  side  elevational  view  of  one  of  a  pair 
of  guide  rails  included  in  the  receiving  cradle; 

Fig.  8  is  a  sectional,  side,  elevational  view  of 
part  of  the  container  and  receiving  cradle,  show- 
ing  a  blocking  member  of  the  container  in  an 
unlatched  condition; 

Fig.  9  is  a  plan  view  of  another  embodiment  of 
the  invention  showing  a  portable  depository  con- 
tainer  suitable  for  the  collection  of  envelopes 
containing  currency  notes,  the  top  of  the  con- 
tainer  being  removed; 

Fig.  10  is  a  sectional,  side,  elevational  view  of 
the  container  of  Fig.  9,  the  section  being  taken 
along  the  line  X—  X  of  Fig.  9;  and 

Fig.  11  is  an  enlarged  sectional  view  taken 
along  the  line  XI—  XI  of  Fig.  9. 

Referring  particularly  to  Figs.  1  to  3  of  the 
drawing,  the  portable  depository  container  10 
shown  therein  includes  a  receptacle  12  in  which 
magnetic  cards,  for  example,  14  (Fig.  3)  are 
collected.  In  the  top  of  the  container  12  there  is 
formed  an  entry  slot  16  through  which  the  cards 
14  can  be  deposited  in  the  container.  As  will  be 
described  in  more  detail  later,  the  container  10  is 
arranged  to  be  mounted  on  a  cradle  18  (see  Figs. 
4  to  6)  which  is  fitted  permanently  and  securely 
into  an  ATM  (not  shown).  Magnetic  cards  14 
captured  by  the  ATM  are  arranged  to  be  dropped 
towards  the  entry  slot  16  via  a  chute  20  (Fig.  5). 

When  the  container  10  is  not  mounted  on  the 
cradle  18,  the  entry  slot  16  is  locked  by  means  of  a 
locking  bar  22  so  as  to  prevent  the  deposit  of 
magnetic  cards  14  into,  or  the  removal  of  mag- 
netic  cards  from,  the  receptacle  12  via  the  slot  16. 
As  shown  in  Figs.  1  to  3,  when  it  is  in  a  locking 
condition  the  locking  bar  22  extends  across  the 
center  of  the  entry  slot  16,  the  bar  22  passing 
through  slots  24  and  25  (Fig.  2)  formed  respec- 
tively,  in  the  boundary  walls  26  and  27  of  the  entry 
slot  16,  and  extending  outside  the  outer  boundary 
wall  26.  The  end  of  the  bar  22  remote  from  the 
entry  slot  16  is  formed  as  a  hook  28  (Fig.  3). 

The  locking  bar  22  is  slidably  mounted  in  a 
casing  30  (best  shown  in  Fig.  3)  which  is  secured 
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engagement  with  one  of  the  shallow  detent 
notches  80a  —  80f,  a  lateral  projection  104  (Fig.  4) 
formed  at  one  end  of  the  blocking  arm  100 
engages  an  end  portion  106  of  the  detent  arm 
lever  84,  this  position  of  the  blocking  arm  100 
being  hereinafter  referred  to  as  its  latched  posi- 
tion.  The  projection  104  is  held  in  engagement 
with  the  portion  106  by  virtue  of  gravity  urging 
the  blocking  arm  100  in  a  counter-clockwise  direc- 
tion  with  reference  to  Fig.  3.  Upon  the  detent  roll 
87  moving  into  engagement  with  the  deep  detent 
notch  82,  resulting  in  the  detent  arm  lever  84 
being  pivoted  into  the  position  shown  in  dotted 
outline  in  Fig.  4,  the  portion  106  is  moved  out  of 
engagement  with  the  projection  104,  thereby 
permitting  the  portion  101  (Fig.  5)  of  the  blocking 
arm  100  to  fall  under  gravity  for  a  purpose  which 
will  be  described  later  herein. 

A  pair  of  locking  pawls  108  and  110  (Figs.  4,  5)  is 
secured  on  a  shaft  112  which  is  rotatably 
mounted  inside,  and  extends  across,  the  casing 
30,  the  pawls  108  and  110  being  associated  with 
the  slide  members  42  and  44,  respectively.  A 
transversely-extending  bracket  114  (best  shown 
in  Fig.  5)  is  secured  to  the  locking  bar  22,  and  two 
outwadly  projecting  studs  116  are  provided, 
respectively,  at  the  ends  of  the  bracket  114.  Each 
stud  116  fits  in  a  bifurcated  portion  118  of  a 
respective  one  of  the  pawls  108  and  110  as  shown 
in  Fig.  3.  Thus,  it  will  be  appreciated  that  move- 
ment  of  the  locking  bar  22  will  bring  about 
rotational  movement  of  the  assembly  of  the  shaft 
112  and  locking  pawls  1  08  and  1  1  0  by  virtue  of  the 
engagement  of  the  studs  116  in  the  bifurcated 
portions  118.  The  locking  bar  22  is  urged  to  move 
from  left  to  right  with  reference  to  Figs.  2  and  3  by 
means  of  a  tension  spring  120,  one  end  of  which 
is  attached  to  a  stud  122  mounted  on  the  bracket 
114,  and  the  other  end  of  which  is  attached  to  a 
stud  124  secured  to  the  base  of  the  casing  30. 
With  the  container  10  dismounted  from  the  cradle 
18,  and  the  slide  members  42  and  44  in  their 
leftmost  positions  as  shown  in  Figs.  2  and  3,  a  lug 
126  (Figs.  3,  4,  and  5)  provided  on  each  locking 
pawl  108,  110  is  urged  into  engagement  with  an 
end  portion  128  of  the  respective  slide  member  42 
or  44  under  the  action  of  the  spring  120,  thereby 
locking  the  locking  bar  22  in  the  position  shown  in 
Figs.  1  to  3  in  which  it  extends  across  the  entry 
slot  16. 

Also  secured  on  the  shaft  112  is  an  arm  130 
(Figs.  3,  4)  carrying  a  stud  132.  The  stud  132 
engages  a  bifurcated  portion  134  of  a  flag  . 
member  136,  the  member  136  being  pivotally 
mounted  on  a  rod  138  which  is  secured  to  and 
extends  across  the  casing  30.  A  projecting  portion 
140  of  the  flag  member  136  extends  through  a 
vertically  extending  slot  142  (Fig.  1)  formed  in  the 
end  wall  144  of  the  casing  30  remote  from  the 
handle  40.  With  the  container  10  dismounted 
from,  the  cradle  18,  the  stud  132  holds  the  flag 
member  136  in  the  position  shown  in  Fig.  3.  Upon 
the  slide  members  42  and  44  and  the  locking  bar 
22  being  moved  from  left  to  right  with  reference 
to  Fig.  3  in  a  manner  to  be  described  later,  the 

notch  82.  The  detent  wheel  78  is  associated  with  a 
detent  arm  lever  84  which  is  pivotally  mounted  on 
a  stud  86  secured  to  the  top  of  the  casing  30.  The 
lever  84  carries  a  detent  roll  87  which  is  urged  into 
engagement  with  one  of  the  detent  notches  5 
80a  —  80f  and  82  by  means  of  a  tension  spring  88 
(shown  only  in  Fig.  2),  the  ends  of  the  spring  88 
being  respectively  attached  to  a  stud  90  secured 
to  the  lever  84  and  a  stud  92  secured  to  the  top  of 
the  casing  30.  The  lever  84  is  provided  with  an  10 
actuating  arm  94  which  extends  outside  the  cas- 
ing  30,  the  arm  94  passing  through  a  slot  in  the 
wall  34  with  the  end  of  the  arm  94  being  posi- 
tioned  behind  an  offset  portion  96  of  the  door  38. 

With  the  detent  roll  87  (Fig.  2)  in  engagement  15 
with  the  first  shallow  detent  notch  80a,  a  full 
rearward  movement  of  the  slide  member  42  from 
left  to  right  with  reference  to  Figs.  2  and  3 
(brought  about  in  a  manner  to  be  described  later) 
causes  the  pawl  58  to  engage  one  of  the  teeth  of  20 
the  ratchet  wheel  66  so  as  to  rotate  the  counter 
assembly  67  (consisting  of  the  ratchet  wheel  66, 
the  shaft  68,  the  indicator  wheel  76,  and  the 
detent  wheel  78)  through  one  eighth  of  a  revolu- 
tion  and  to  bring  the  detent  roll  87  into  engage-  25 
ment  with  the  next  detent  notch  80b.  During  a 
return  movement  of  the  slide  member  42  from 
right  to  left,  the  pawl  58  rides  over  a  tooth  of  the 
ratchet  wheel  66,  and  a  subsequent  full  rearward 
movement  of  the  slide  member  42  from  left  to  so 
right  brings  about  a  further  rotation  of  the  counter 
assembly  67  through  one  eighth  of  a  revolution 
so  as  to  bring  the  detent  roll  87  into  engagement 
with  the  next  detent  notch  80c.  Each  successive 
full  rearward  movement  of  the  slide  member  42  ,  35 
brings  about  a  further  indexing  of  the  counter 
assembly  67  through  one  eighth  of  a  revolution 
until  such  time  as  the  detent  roll  87  is  urged  into 
the  deep,  detent  notch  82.  After  the  roll  87  has 
engaged  the  notch  82,  further  indexing  of  the  40 
counter  assembly  67  is  prevented  until  the  roll  87 
is  lifted  out  of  the  notch  82  by  means  of  the 
actuating  arm  94.  The  rotational  position  of  the 
counter  assembly  67,  corresponding  to  the  par- 
ticular  detent  notch  with  which  the  detent  roll  87  45 
is  engaged,  is  indicated  by  the  particular  marking 
on  the  indicator  wheel  76  visible  through  an 
indicator  window  98  (Fig.  6)  formed  in  the  door 
38.  Thus,  when  the  roll  87  is  in  engagement  with 
the  detect  notch  80a,  the  green  area  shows  so 
through  the  indicator  window  98;  when  the  roll  87 
is  in  engagement  with  the  notch  80b,  the  white 
area  shows  through  the  window  98;  and  when  the 
roll  87  is  in  engagement  with  the  notch  80c,  80d, 
80e,  80f  or  82,  the  numeral  2,  3,  4,  5  or  6,  55 
respectively,  snows  through  the  window  98  (Figs. 
4  to  6  show  the  counter  assembly  67  so  posi- 
tioned  that  the  numeral  2  shows  through  the 
window  98). 

A  blocking  arm  100  (Fig.  3),  having  a  down-  60 
wardly  projecting  portion  101,  is  associated  with 
the  detent  arm  lever  84,  the  blocking  arm  100 
being  pivotally  mounted  inside  the  casing  30.  on  a 
rod  102  which  is  secured  to,  and  extends  across, 
the  casing  30.  Normally,  with  the  detent  roll  87  in  65 
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about  rearward  movement  of  the  slide  members 
42  and  44  (from  left  to  right  with  reference  to  Figs. 
4  and  5)  until  the  associated  latch  studs  148  snap 
into  the  recesses  158,  at  which  time  the  slide 

5  members  42  and  44  are  in  the  positions  shown  in 
Figs.  4  and  5.  As  previously  explained,  this  rear- 
ward  movement  of  the  slide  members  42,  44 
causes  the  counter  assembly  67  to  rotate  through 
one  eighth  of  a  revolution  by  virtue  of  the  engage- 

w  ment  of  the  pawl  58  with  a  tooth  of  the  ratchet 
wheel  66.  Also,  this  rearward  movement  of  the 
slide  members  42  and  44  moves  their  end  por- 
tions  128  out  of  engagement  with  the  lugs  126  of 
the  locking  pawls  108  and  110,  thereby  enabling 

15  the  locking  bar  22  to  move  rearwardiy  under  the 
action  of  the  spring  120,  the  locking  pawls  108 
and  110  rotating  in  a  counter-clockwise  direction 
into  the  position  shown  in  Fig.  5  with  the  lugs  126 
passing  through  the  cutaway  portions  172  of  the 

20  key  pins  168,  170.  This  rotation  of  the  locking 
pawls  108  and  110  brings  about  a  rotation  in  a 
counter-clockwise  direction  of  the  arm  130  which 
in  turn  rotates  the  flag  member  136  in  a  clockwise 
direction  into  the  position  shown  in  Fig.  5  in 

25  which  the  projection  140  can  be  detected  by  the 
optical  sensing  device  164.  Assuming  that  the 
detent  roll  87  has  not  been  moved  into  engage- 
ment  with  the  deep  detent  notch  82,  the  blocking 

.  arm  100  remains  in  its  latched  position  with  the 
30  lower  end  of  the  portion  101  (Fig.  5)  being 

disposed  slightly  above  the  key  pin  170. 
It  will  be  appreciated  that,  by  virtue  of  the  lugs 

126  extending  through  the  cutaway  portions  172 
of  the  key  pins  168  and  170,  the  container  10 

35  cannot  be  removed  from  the  cradle  18  until  such 
time  as  the  locking  bar  22  is  moved  forwardly  by 
means  of  the  hook  28;  such  forward  movement 
brings  about  a  clockwise  rotation  (with  reference 
to  Fig.  5)  of  the  locking  pawls  108  and  110  under 

40  the  action  of  the  studs  116  engaging  the  bifur- 
cated  portions  118,  and  thereby  moves  the  lugs 
126  out  of  engagement  with  the  key  pins  168  and 
170. 

If  the  rearward  movement  of  the  slide  members 
45  42  and  44,  brought  about  by  the  key  pins  168  and 

170,  causes  the  detent  roll  87  to  move  into 
engagement  with  the  deep  detent  notch  82  (Fig. 
4),  then,  as  previously  explained,  the  portion  106 
of  the  detent  arm  lever  84  is  moved  out  of 

so  engagement  with  the  projection  104  of  the  block- 
ing  arm  100.  Upon  the  blocking  arm  100  being 
thus  released  by  the  detent  arm  lever  84,  the 
portion  101  (Fig.  5)  of  the  arm  100  falls  under 
gravity  until  its  lower  end  rests  on  the  upper 

55  surface  of  the  key  pin  170.  During  removal  of  the 
container  10  from  the  cradle  18  following  release 
of  the  blocking  arm  100,  the  lower  end  of  the 
portion  101  rides  over  the  key  pin  170  until  the 
portion  101  is  moved  beyond  the  end  of  the  key 

60  pin  170.  Thereafter,  the  portion  101  drops  further 
to  the  position  shown  in  Fig.  8,  the  arm  100  at  this 
stage  resting  on  the  shaft  112.  It  will  be  appreci- 
ated  that  with  the  blocking  arm  100  in  this 
position,  further  mounting  of  the  container  10  in 

65  the  cradle  18  is  prevented,  since  full  movement  of 

assembly  of  the  shaft  112,  the  locking  pawls  108, 
and  the  arm  130  rotates  in  a  counter-clockwise 
direction,  thereby  bringing  about  a  rotation  of  the 
flag  member  136  in  a  clockwise  direction  by  virtue 
of  the  engagement  of  the  stud  132  in  the  bifur- 
cated  portion  134. 

The  casing  30  is  provided  with  two  pairs  of 
external  guide  studs  146  (Fig.  1)  and  a  pair  of 
larger  external  latching  studs  148,  each  pair  of 
guide  studs  146  and  each  latching  stud  148  being 
located  on  a  respective  side  wall  46  of  the  casing 
30;  the  studs  146  are  formed  by  portions  of  the 
rods  102  and  138  (Fig.  2)  extending  outside  the 
casing  30.  A  pair  of  horizontally  extending  slots 
150  (Fig.  1)  is  formed  in  the  end  wall  144  of  the 
casing  30. 

Reference  will  now  be  made  particularly  to  Figs. 
4  to  6  in  which  the  container  10  is  shown  mounted 
in  the  cradle  18.  The  cradle  18  includes  a  pair  of 
guide  rails  152  in  each  of  which  is  formed  a 
longitudinally  extending  groove  154  (Fig.  7).  Each 
rail  152  is  provided  at  one  end  with  a  pair  of 
spring  fingures  156,  in  each  of  which  is  formed  a 
recess  158  (Fig.  7).  When  mounting  the  container 
10  in  the  cradle  18,  the  guide  studs  146  are  slid 
into  the  grooves  154,  and  the  container  10  is 
moved  along  the  guide  rails  152  until  each  latch- 
ing  stud  148  enters  with  a  snap  action  into  the 
recesses  158  in  the  spring  fingers  156  of  the 
respective  rail  152,  the  fingers  156  thereby  hold- 
ing  the  container  10  in  its  fully  inserted  position  in 
the  cradle  18. 

The  chute  20  (shown  only  in  Fig.  5)  is  mounted 
on  the  main  body  160  (not  shown  in  Fig.  4)  of  the 
cradle  18  by  means  of  a  bracket  162,  and  the  chute 
20  is  so  positioned  that  with  the  container  10  fully 
inserted  in  the  cradle  18,  the  lower  end  of  the 
chute  is  positioned  immediately  above  the  entry 
slot  16.  If  desired,  an  optical  sensing  device  (not 
shown)  can  be  mounted  adjacent  to  the  lower  end 
of  the  chute  20  for  the  purpose  of  sensing  when 
the  receptacle  12  has  been  filled  with  captured 
cards  14.  An  optical  sensing  device  164  (shown 
only  in  Fig.  5)  is  mounted  on  the  main  body  1  60  of 
the  cradle  18  by  means  of  a  bracket  166,  the 
device  164  being  positioned  adjacent  to  the  pro- 
jecting  portion  140  of  the  flag  member  136. 

The  cradle  18  is  provided  with  two  specially- 
shaped,  key  plates  or  pins  168  and  170  which  each 
have  a  cutaway  portion  172,  the  pins  168,  170 
being  secured  to  the  main  body  of  the  cradle  18 
and  extending  parallel  to  the  guide  rails  152.  It  will 
be  assumed  that  prior  to  the  container  10  being 
mounted  in  the  cradle  18,  the  container  10  is  in  its 
normal  dismounted  condition  with  the  slide 
members  42  and  44  in  their  forwardmost  posi- 
tions  and  with  the  blocking  arm  100  in  its  latched 
position.  As  the  container  10  is  moved  along  the 
guide  rails  152  while  being  mounted  in  the  cradle 
18,  the  key  pins  168,  170  respectively  enter  the 
two  slots  150  in  the  end  wall  144  of  the  casing  30, 
and  the  leading  ends  173  of  the  key  pins  168,  170 
respectively  come  into  engagement  with  the  end 
portions  128  of  the  slide  members  42  and  44. 
Continued  movement  of  the  container  10  brings 
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slide  members  42  'and  44  also  brings  about  a 
rearward  movement  of  the  locking  bar  22  into  the 
position  shown  in  Figs.  4  and  5  in  the  manner 
previously  described.  With  the  locking  bar  22 
removed  from  the  entry  slot  16  as  shown  in  Figs. 
4  and  5,  magnetic  cards  14  captured  by  the  ATM 
can  fall  via  the  chute  20  and  the  entry  slot  16  into 
the  receptacle  12  where  they  are  securely  held 
until  such  time  as  the  seal  is  broken  and  the  door 
38  is  opened.  Also  during  the  mounting  oper- 
ation,  the  flag  member  136  is  rotated  into  the 
position  shown  in  Fig.  5  in  which  the  projection 
140  is  in  cooperative  relationship  with  the  optical 
sensing  device  164.  In  operation  of  the  ATM,  the 
device  164  senses  the  projection  140  and  gener- 
ates  an  electrical  signal  indicating  that  the  con- 
tainer  10  is  correctly  mounted  in  the  cradle  18  of 
the  ATM. 

For  all  the  time  that  the  entry  slot  1  6  is  open  for 
receipt  of  cards  14  captured  by  the  ATM,  the 
container  10  is  held  locked  in  the  cradle  18  by 
virtue  of  the  lugs  126  extending  through  the 
cutaway  portions  172  of  the  key  pins  168  and  170. 
It  should  be  understood  that  the  cradle  18  is  so 
constructed  that  with  the  container  10  mounted 
therein,  access  to  the  contents  of  the  receptacle 
12  via  the  entry  slot  16  is  impossible.  As  pre- 
viously  described,  the  container  10  cannot  be 
removed  from  the  cradle  18  until  such  time  as  the 
locking  bar  22  has  been  moved  forwardly  so  as  to 
restore  it  to  its  locking  position  extending  across 
the  entry  slot  1  6;  when  the  locking  bar  22  is  in  this 
position,  it  prevents  removal  via  the  slot  16  of  any 
cards  14  held  in  the  receptacle  12. 

When  it  is  desired  to  remove  from  the  container 
10  any  cards  14  held  in  the  receptacle  12,  the 
container  10  is  normally  first  removed  from  the 
cradle  18  by  restoring  the  locking  bar  22  to  its 
locking  position  shown  in  Fig.  3  by  means  of  the 
hook  28  and  then  sliding  the  container  10  along 
the  guide  rails  152  out  of  the  cradle  18.  The 
container  10  will  then  normally  be  taken  to  a 
secure  or  authorized  area,  e.g.  in  a  bank,  for  the 
container  10  to  be  opened;  this  area  may  be  at  a 
location  remote  from  the  building  in  which  the 
ATM  is  situated.  Before  the  door  38  is  opened,  a 
check  is  made  to  ascertain  that  the  seal  has  not 
been  broken,  and  that  the  locking  bar  22  is  in  its 
fully  locked  position,  and  the  marking  showing 
through  the  indicator  window  98  is  noted.  If  the 
white  area  shows  through  the  window  98  this 
indicates  that  only  a  single  insertion  of  the  con- 
tainer  10  into  the  cradle  18  of  the  ATM  has  been 
made  since  the  container  was  sealed  and  that 
therefore  no  unauthorized  unlocking  of  the  lock- 
ing  bar  22  has  taken  place.  The  seal  can  then  be 
broken,  the  door  38  opened,  and  the  contents  of 
the  container  10  removed  from  the  receptacle  12. 

If  one  of  the  numerals  2  to  6  on  a  red  back- 
ground  shows  through  the  window  98,  this  indi- 
cates  that  the  locking  bar  22  has  been  unlocked 
more  than  once  since  the  container  10  was 
sealed,  the  number  of  times  that  the  container  has 
been  unlocked  corresponding  to  the  numeral 
showing  through  the  window  98.  This  can  mean 

the  container  10  along  the  guide  rails  152  is 
blocked  by  virtue  of  the  end  of  the  key  pin  170 
abutting  against  the  dropped  portion  101  of  the 
arm  100  as  shown  in  Fig.  8.  Also,  this  blocking  by 
the  arm  100  or  full  movement  of  the  container  10  5 
along  the  rails  152  prevents  possible  impact 
damage  to  the  counter  assembly  67  while  the 
latter  is  locked  against  rotation  due  to  the  detent 
roll  87  being  in  engagement  with  the  deep  detent 
notch  82.  10 

The  operation  of  the  container  10  will  now  be 
described.  Normally,  before  the  container  10  is 
mounted  in  the  cradle  18  the  counter  assembly  67 
is  set  so  that  the  green  area  marking  of  the 
indicator  wheel  76  shows  through  the  indicator  15 
window  98  (Fig.  6),  and  the  blocking  arm  1  00  is  set 
to  its  latched  position.  Before  either  of  these 
settings  is  made,  it  is  necessary  to  open  the  door 
38  (Fig.  6)  so  as  to  obtain  access  to  the  knob  75 
(Fig.  3)  and  the  actuating  arm  94  (Fig.  2)  of  the  20 
detent  arm  lever  84.  The  required  setting  of  the 
counter  assembly  67  is  made  by  holding  the 
detent  roll  87  out  of  engagement  with  the  detent 
wheel  78  by  means  of  the  actuating  arm  94  and  at 
the  same  time,  rotating  the  assembly  by  means  of  25 
the  knob  75  in  a  clockwise  direction  with  ref- 
erence  to  Fig.  2  so  as  to  bring  the  detent  roll  87 
into  engagement  with  the  detent  notch  80a.  If  the  • 
blocking  arm  100  is  in  its  unlatched  position  as 
shown  in  Fig.  8,  then  in  order  to  latch  the  arm  1  00,  30 
it  is  necessary  to  rotate  the  detent  arm  lever  84  in 
a  counter-clockwise  direction  @T/vith  reference  to 
Fig.  2  by  means  of  the  actuating  arm  94.  This 
rotational  movement  of  the  lever  84  brings  the 
portion  106  thereof  into  engagement  with  the  35 
projection  104  of  the  blocking  arm  100,  the  projec- 
tion  104  presenting  an  inclined  face  to  the  portion 
106  as  shown  in  Fig.  8.  Continued  rotational 
movement  of  the  lever  84  causes  the  portion  1  06 
to  move  the  projection  104  downwardly  by  a  40 
camming  action  until  the  arm  100  is  set  to  its 
latched  position  as  shown  in  Fig.  3  with  the 
projection  104  in  engagement  with  the  lower 
surface  of  the  portion  106.  After  any  magnetic 
cards  14  or  other  articles  have  been  removed  45 
from  the  receptacle  12,  the  door  38  is  then  closed, 
and  a  seal  is  applied,  sealing  the  door  38  in  its 
closed  position.  The  green  marking  showing 
through  the  indicator  window  98  (Fig.  6)  indicates 
to  a  user  of  the  container  10  that  it  can  be  inserted  50 
up  to  six  times  into  a  cradle  of  an  ATM,  such  as 
the  cradle  18,  without  the  necessity  of  any  reset- 
ting  of  the  blocking  arm  100  and  counter 
assembly  67. 

The  sealed  empty  container  10  is  then  taken  to  55 
an  ATM  where  it  is  mounted  in  the  receiving 
cradle  18  in  the  manner  described  previously. 
During  the  mounting  operation,  the  slide  mem- 
bers  42,  44  are  moved  rearwardly  by  the  key  pins 
168  and  170  so  as  to  rotate  the  counter  assembly  60 
67  through  one  eighth  of  a  revolution  by  means  of 
the  pawl  58,  the  detent  roll  87  engaging  in  the 
next  detent  notch  80b,  and  the  white  marking  of 
the  indicator  wheel  76  showing  through  the  indi- 
cator  window  98.  The  rearward  movement  of  the  65 
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with  the  notch  80c  (corresponding  to  the  numeral 
2  showing  through  the  window  98),  then  up  to 
four  insertions  of  the  container  10  in  the  cradle  18 
will  be  permitted. 

5  It  will  be  appreciated  that  a  container  10,  made 
in  accordance  with  the  present  invention,  is  not 
restricted  to  the  collection  and  retention  of  mag- 
netic  cards,  but  may  be  used  for  the  collection  and 
retention  of  other  valuable  articles  such  as 

10  envelopes  containing  currency  notes. 
Referring  now  to  Figs.  9  to  11,  there  is  shown 

therein  a  second  embodiment  of  the  present 
invention  in  the  form  of  a  portable,  depository 
container  174  designed  for  the  collection  and 

15  retention  of  envelopes  containing  currency  notes. 
The  container  174  includes  a  receptacle  176  (Fig. 
10)  in  which  the  envelopes  are  collected.  At  the 
top  of  the  receptacle  176  there  is  provided  a  door 
178  which  is  pivotally  mounted  on  support  means 

20  180.  Upon  the  door  178  being  pivoted  into  its 
open  position  178',  shown  in  dotted  outline  in  Fig. 
10,  an  opening  182  is  provided  in  the  container 
174  via  which  the  envelopes  may  be  deposited 
into  the  receptacle  176.  The  container  174  is 

25  adapted  to  be  inserted  in  a  cradle  (not  shown)  of 
an  ATM. 

A  casing  184  (Figs.  9,  10)  is  mounted  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  receptacle  176.  Two  slide  mem- 
bers  186  and  188  are  slidably  mounted  inside  the 

30  casing  184,  the  members  186,  188  being  respec- 
tively  disposed  adjacent,  and  parallel  to,  the  side 
walls  190  and  191  of  the  casing  184.  Each  slide 
member  186,  188  is  slidably  mounted  on  a 
respective  pair  of  studs  192  and  193  which  are 

35  mounted  on  the  adjacent  side  wall  190,  191  and 
which  pass  through  an  elongated  slot  194  (Fig.  10) 
formed  in  the  slide  member.  Each  slide  member 
186,  188  is  urged  from  right  to  left  with  reference 
to  Figs.  9  and  10  by  means  of  a  respective  tension 

40  spring  196  (shown  only  in  Fig.  9),  one  end  of 
which  is  attached  to  the  respective  stud  192 
secured  to  the  adjacent  side  walls  190  and  191 
and  the  other  end  of  which  is  attached  to  a  stud 
200  secured  to  the  slide  member.  With  the  con- 

45  tainer  174  dismounted  from  the  ATM,  the  slide 
members  186  and  188  are  normally  held  by 
means  of  the  springs  196  in  their  forwardmost 
positions,  that  is  to  say  in  their  leftmost  positions 
as  shown  in  Figs.  9  and  10. 

50  A  pawl  202  (Figs.  9  and  10)  is  pivotally  mounted 
on  the  slide  member  186,  the  pawl  202  being 
pivotable  about  a  support  stud  203  secured  to  the 
member  186.  The  pawl  202  is  urged  in  a  clockwise 
direction  with  reference  to  Fig.  10  by  means  of  a 

55  torsion  spring  204,  and  with  the  container  dis- 
mounted  from  the  ATM,  the  pawl  is  normally  held 
by  the  spring  204  in  engagement  with  a  stop 
member  206  secured  to  the  adjacent  side  wall 
190.  The  pawl  202  is  adapted  to  engage  a  counter 

60  slide  208  which  is  suitably  mounted  on  a  pair  of 
support  studs  210  and  211  mounted  on  the  side 
wall  190,  the  studs  210  and  211  respectively 
passing  through  two  elongated  slots  212  and  213 
formed  in  the  counter  slide  208.  The  counter  slide 

65  208  is  urged  from  right  to  left  with  reference  to 

that  the  container  1  0  has  been  inserted  more  than 
once  in  the  cradle  18,  or  that  following  removal  of 
the  container  10  from  the  ATM,  unauthorized 
unlocking  of  the  locking  bar  22  has  taken  place, 
for  example,  by  the  use  of  elongated  implements 
inserted  through  the  slots  150  (Fig.  1).  Accord- 
ingly,  when  one  of  numerals  2  to  6  shows  through 
the  window  98,  an  explanation  will  normally  be 
required.  A  possible  legitimate  explanation  could 
be  that  it  was  necessary  to  remove  the  container 
10  from  the  ATM  on  one  or  more  occasions  to 
permit  servicing  of  the  latter,  or  that  the  counter 
assembly  67  had  been  accidentally  rotated  by 
more  than  one  notch  of  the  ratchet  wheel  66  due 
to  a  fumbled  insertion  of  the  container  10  into  the 
cradle  18.  On  the  other  hand,  the  lack  of  an 
acceptable  explanation  could  indicate  that  tam- 
pering  with  the  container  10  has  taken  place 
following  its  removal  from  the  ATM.  An  explana- 
tion  will  also  be  required  if  the  locking  bar  22  is 
held  out  of  its  fully  locked  position  due  to  one  or 
each  of  the  lugs  126  being  trapped  in  contact  with 
the  upper  surface  of  the  end  portion  128  (Figs.  4, 
5)  of  the  respective  slide  member  42  or  44,  since 
this  also  could  indicate  that  tampering  with  the 
container  10  has  taken  place  following  its  removal 
from  the  ATM.  Thus,  if  an  unauthorized  attempt 
has  been  made  to  move  the  locking  bar  22  to  an 
unlocked  position  by  moving  the  slide  members 
42,  44  rearwardly  using  elongated  implements 
inserted  through  the  slots  150,  then  there  is  a 
good  possibility  that,  following  a  rotation  of  the 
locking  pawls  108  and  110  in  a  counterclockwise 
direction  with  reference  to  Fig.  3,  one  or  each  of 
the  end  portions  1  28  will  be  urged  by  the  relevant 
spring  52  underneath  the  respective  lug  126  upon 
said  implements  being  disengaged  from  the  slide 
members  42,  44.  Once  a  lug  126  has  been  trapped 
in  this  way,  it  is  virtually  impossible  to  free  it 
using  an  implement  inserted  through  the 
respective  slot  150  since  access  to  the  respective 
end  portion  128  is  barred  by  the  respective  lock- 
ing  pawl  108  or  110. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  the  container  10  has 
the  capability  of  being  inserted  up  to  six  times 
into  the  cradle  18  without  the  necessity  of  return- 
ing  the  container  10  to  the  secure  area  for  unseal- 
ing  of  the  door  38.  As  previously  explained, 
following  the  sixth  insertion,  the  numeral  6  shows 
through  the  window  98,  and  the  container  10  is 
locked  against  a  further  insertion  into  the  cradle 
18  due  to  the  engagement  of  the  detent  roll  87  in 
the  deep  detent  notch  82.  It  will  then  be  necessary 
to  return  the  container  10  to  the  secure  area  for 
unsealing  of  the  door  38  and  relatching  of  the 
blocking  arm  100. 

If  desired,  the  number  of  possible  insertions  of 
the  container  10  into  the  cradle  18  can  be 
restricted  to  a  number  less  than  six.  This  is  done 
by  initially  setting  the  counter  assembly  67  (Fig.  4) 
to  a  position  in  which  the  detent  roll  87  is  in 
engagement  with  one  of  the  detent  notches 
80_a—  80f  other  than  the  notch  80a.  For  example,  if 
the  counter  assembly  67  is  initially  set  to  a 
position  in  which  the  roll  87  is  in  engagement 
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further  movement  of  the  counter  slide  208  is 
prevented  until  the  roll  226  is  lifted  out  of  the 
notch  218.  The  position  of  the  counter  slide  208, 
corresponding  to  the  particular  detent  notch  into 
which  the  detent  roll  226  is  engaged,  is  indicated 
by  the  particular  marking  220  on  the  counter  slide 
208  visible  through  an  indicator  window  248  (Fig. 
10)  formed  in  the  side  wall  190  of  the  casing  184. 
Thus,  when  the  roll  226  is  in  engagement  with  the 
detent  notch  216a,  the  green  area  220'  shows 
through  the  indicator  window  248;  when  the  roll 
226  is  in  engagement  with  the  notch  216b,  the 
white  area  220"  shows  through  the  window  248; 
and  -when  the  roll  226  is  in  engagement  with  the 
notch  216c,  216d,  216e,  216f  or  218,  the  numeral 
2,  3,  4,  5  or  6,  respectively,  shows  through  the 
window  248. 

Following  engagement  of  the  detent  roll  226 
(Fig.  10)  with  the  deep  notch  218  and  upon  the 
slide  member  186  returning  to  its  forwardmost 
position,  the  deep  notch  permits  pivotal  move- 
ment  of  the  detent  lever  222  under  the  action  of 
the  spring  228  so  as  to  bring  the  lugh  232  into 
engagement  with  a  recess  250  formed  in  the 
lower  edge  of  the  slide  member  186.  With  the  lug 
232  in  engagement  with  the  recess  250,  the  slide 
member  186  is  locked  against  any  further  rear- 
ward  movement. 

That  end  of  each  of  the  slide  members  186  and 
188  nearer  the  door  178  is  provided  with  a 
projection  252.  The  door  178  incorporates  side 
members  254  which  each  project  into  the  interior 
of  the  casing  184  through  slots  (not  shown)  and 
which  each  have  two  inwardly  projecting  lugs  255 
and  256  positioned  adjacent  the  respective  one  of 
the  slide  members  186  and  188;  each  of  the  lugs 
256  has  a  recess  257  formed  in  its  vertical  edge  as 
seen  in  Fig.  11.  With  the  slide  members  186  and 
188  in  their  forwardmost  positions  as  shown  in 
Figs.  9  and  1.0,  the  projection  252  of  each  slide 
member  engages  the  lower  end  of  the  respective 
lug  256,  thereby  preventing  any  rotational  move- 
ment  of  the  door  178  in  a  clockwise  direction  with 
reference  to  Fig.  10  and  so  locking  the  door  178  in 
its  closed  position.  The  purpose  of  the  lugs  255 
and  of  the  recess  257  in  each  lug  256  will  be 
explained  later. 

The  container  174  is  provided  with  guide  means 
(not  shown)  for  guiding  the  container  into  a  fully 
inserted  position  in  the  receiving  cradle  of  the 
associated  ATM.  The  cradle  is  provided  with  two 
specially  shaped  key  plates  or  pins  258,  schemati- 
cally  indicated  in  Figs.  9  and  10,  the  key  pins  258 
each  being  provided  with  a  cutaway  portion  260 
and  extending  parallel  to  the  direction  of  mover 
ment  of  the  container  174  when  the  latter  is  being 
inserted  in  the  cradle.  It  will  be  assumed  that  prior 
to  the  container  174  being  mounted  in  the  cradle, 
the  container  is  in  its  normal  dismounted  condi- 
tion  with  the  slide  members  186  and  188  in  their 
forwardmost  positions  and  with  the  detent  lever 
222  latched  out  of  engagement  with  the  slide 
member  186  (that  is  to  say  with  the  detent  roll  226 
in  engagement  with  one  of  the  shallow  notches 
216a  to  21  6f).  As  the  container  174  is  being 

Fig.  10  by  means  of  a  tension  spring  214,  one  end 
of  which  is  attached  to  a  stud  215  mounted  on  the 
slide  208  and  the  other  end  of  which  is  attached  to 
the  side  wall  190.  On  the  upper  surface  of  the 
counter  slide  208,  there  is  provided  a  plurality  of  s 
notches  consisting  (from  right  to  left  with  ref- 
erence  to  Fig.  10)  of  a  series  of  six  shallow 
notches  216a  to  21  6f,  a  deep  notch  218,  and  two 
further  shallow  notches  216g  and  216h.  The  pawl 
202  is  adapted  to  engage  one  of  the  seven  w 
notches  consisting  of  the  notches  216c  to  21  6f, 
the  notch  218  and  the  notches  21  6g  and  21  6h.  On 
the  surface  of  the  counter  slide  208  adjacent  the 
side  wall  190,  there  is  provided  a  series  of  mark- 
ings  220  consisting  of  a  green  area  220',  a  white  15 
area  220"  and  five  numerals  2  to  6,  each  numeral 
being  on  a  red  background. 

A  detent  lever  222  (Figs.  9,  10)  is  pivotally 
mounted  on  the  stud  210.  The  lever  222  carries 
near  one  end  a  detent  roll  226  which  is  urged  into  20 
engagement  with  one  of  the  notches  216a  —  216f 
and  218  by  means  of  a  tension  spring  228  (shown 
only  in  Fig.  10),  one  end  of  the  spring  228  being 
attached  to  a  stud  230  mounted  on  the  end  of  the 
lever  222  adjacent  the  roll  226  and  the  other  end  25 
of  the  spring  228  being  attached  to  the  side  wall 
190.  On  the  upper  part  of  that  end  of  the  detent 
lever  222  remote-  from  the  stud  230,  there  is 
provided  a  lug  232.  An  actuating  arm  234  is 
pivotally  connected  to  the  lever  222  by  means  of  a  30 
stud  235,  the  arm  234  being  normally  urged  into 
engagement  with  the  lug  232  by  means  of  a 
tension  spring  236  (shown  only  in  Fig.  10)  one  end 
of  which  is  attached  to  a  stud  238  mounted  on  the 
arm  234  and  the  other  end  of  which  is  attached  to  35 
the  stud  210.  A  lower  end  portion  240  of  the  arm 
234  extends  through  a  slot  242  (Fig.  9)  formed  in 
the  base  of  the  casing  184.  The  upper  end  of  the 
arm  234  is  formed  as  a  finger  244  which,  upon 
rotational  movement  of  the  arm  234  in  a  clock-  40 
wise  direction  with  reference  to  Fig.  10,  is  adapted 
to  engage  a  stud  246  mounted  on  the  slide 
member  186. 

With  the  detent  ro!!  226  in  engagement  with  the 
first  notch  216a,  a  full  rearward  movement  of  the  45 
slide  member  186  from  left  to  right  with  reference 
to  Figs.  9  and  10  (brought  about  in  a  manner  to  be 
described  later)  causes  the  pawl  202  to  slide  off 
the  stop  member  206  and  engage  the  notch  216c 
so  as  to  move  the  counter  slide  208  through  one  bo 
notch  position  and  bring  the  detent  roll  226  into 
engagement  with  the  notch  216b.  During  a  return 
movement  of  the  slide  member  186  from  right  to 
left,  the  pawl  202  rides  back  up  the  stop  member 
206,  and  a  subsequent,  full,  rearward  movement  55 
of  the  slide  member  186  from  left  to  right  brings 
about  a  further  indexing  of  the  counter  slide  208 
through  one  notch  position  so  as  to  bring  the 
detent  roll  226  into  engagement  with  the  notch 
216c.  Each  successive,  full,  rearward  movement  60 
of  the  slide  member  186  brings  about  a  further 
indexing  of  the  counter  slide  208  through  one 
notch  position  until  such  time  as  the  detent  roll 
226  is  urged  into  the  deep  detent  notch  218.  After 
the  detent  roll  226  has  engaged  the  notch  218,  65 
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Before  this,  setting  is  made  it  is  necessary  to  open 
a  door  (not  shown)  of  the  receptacle  176  so  as  to 
obtain  access  to  the  end  portion  240  of  the 
actuating  arm  234  extending  below  the  casing 

5  184.  The  required  setting  is  made  by  pulling 
downwardly  on  the  portion  240.  This  action 
causes  the  detent  lever  222  to  rotate  in  a  counter- 
clockwise  direction  with  reference  to  Fig.  10  so  as 
to  lift  the  detent  roll  226  out  of  the  detent  notch  in 

w  which  it  is  engaged.  Upon  the  detent  roll  226 
being  lifted,  the  counter  slide  208  is  returned  by 
the  spring  214  to  its  forwardmost  position  as 
determined  by  the  stud  210,  and  then,  upon  the 
portion  240  being  released,  the  spring  228  moves 

is  the  detent  roll  226  into  engagement  with  the  first 
detent  notch  216a.  It  will  be  appreciated  that 
following  this  setting  operation,  the  detent  lever 
222  will  be  latched  out  of  engagement  with  the 
slide  member  186.  After  any  currency-containing 

20  envelopes  or  other  articles  have  been  removed 
from  the  receptacle  176,  the  door  of  the  receptacle 
176  is  closed,  and  a  seal  is  applied,  sealing  the 
door  in  its  closed  position.  The  green  area  220' 
showing  through  the  indicator  window  248  indi- 

25  cates  to  a  user  of  the  container  174  that  it  can  be 
inserted  up  to  six  times  into  an  ATM  without  the 
necessity  of  any  resetting  of  the  counter  slide  208. 

The  sealed,  empty  container  174  is  then  taken 
to  an  ATM  where  it  is  mounted  in  the  receiving 

30  cradle  in  the  manner  previously  described.  During 
the  mounting  operation,  the  slide  members  186, 

•-188  are  moved  rearwardly  by  the  key  pins  258  so 
as  to  move  the  counter  slide  208  rearwardly 
through  one  notch  position  by  means  of  the  pawl 

35  202,  the  detent  roll  226  engaging  the  next  detent 
notch  216b,  and  the  white  area  220"  showing 
through  the  indicator  window  248.  As  previously 
described,  after  the  container  174  has  been  fully 
inserted  in  the  cradle,  the  handle  268  is  rotated  to 

40  a  downwardly,  extending  position  so  as  to  rotate 
the  door  178  to  its  open  position  and  hold  the 
container  in  position  in  the  cradle.  While  the  ATM 
is  in  operation,  currency-containing  envelopes 
deposited  by  customers  in  the  ATM  are  fed 

45  through  the  open  door  178  into  the  receptacle  176 
where  they  are  securely  held  until  such  time  as 
the  seal  on  the  door  (not  shown)  of  the  receptacle 
is  broken  and  this  last-mentioned  door  is  opened. 

For  all  the  time  that  the  door  178  is  open  for 
50  receipt  of  envelopes,  the  container  174  is  securely 

held  in  the  cradle  by  means  of  the  handle  268.  It 
should  be  understood  that  the  cradle  is  so  con- 
structed  that  with  the  container  174  mounted 
therein,  access  to  the  contents  of  the  receptacle 

55  176  via  the  open  door  178  is  impossible.  When  it 
is  desired  to  remove  from  the  container  174  any 
envelopes  held  in  the  receptacle  176,  the  con- 
tainer  is  normally  first  removed  from  the  ATM  by 
rotating  the  handle  268  to  its  horizontal  position 

60  and  withdrawing  the  container  from  the  cradle. 
During  the  withdrawal  of  the  container  174  the 
slide  members  186  and  188  are  moved  out  of 
engagement  with  the  key  pins  258  and  are 
returned  to  their  forwardmost  positions  under  the 

65  action  of  the  springs  196,  in  which  positions  the 

inserted  in  the  cradle,  the  key  pins  258  respec- 
tively  pass  through  two  slots  (not  shown)  formed 
in  the  front  wall  262  of  the  casing  184  and 
respectively  come  into  engagement  with  the  pro- 
jections  252  of  the  slide  members  186  and  188. 
continued  movement  of  the  container  174 
towards  its  fully-inserted  position  brings  about  a 
rearward  movement  of  the  slide  member  186  by 
an  extent  sufficient  to  cause  the  pawl  202  to  move 
the  counter  slide  208  rearwardly  through  one 
notch  position,  the  detent  roll  226  being  brought 
into  engagement  with  the  next  detent  notch. 
Assuming  that  the  detent  roll  226  has  not  been 
moved  into  engagement  wth  the  deep  detent 
notch  218,  the  detent  lever  222  remains  latched 
out  of  engagement  with  the  slide  member  186. 

When  the  container  174  is  in  its  fully-inserted 
position  in  the  cradle,  the  door  178  is  unlocked, 
because  the  projections  252  on  the  slide  members 
186  and  188  have  been  moved  out  of  engagement 
with  the  lugs  256,  thereby  permitting  the  door  to 
be  pivoted  to  its  open  position  178'  with  the  lugs 
256  passing  through  the  cutaway  portions  260  of 
the  key  pins  258.  The  cradle  is  provided  with  a 
door  opening  mechanism  266  schematically 
shown  in  Figs.  9  and  10.  The  mechanism  266 
incorporates  a  handle  268  which  is  connected  via 
a  shaft  270  with  a  door  opening  arm  272  and  with 
a  door  closing  arm  274,  the  shaft  270  being 
rotatably  mounted  in  the  cradle.  As  indicated  in 
Figs.  9  and  10,  the  handle  268  and  the  arms  272 
and  274  are  so  arranged  that  prior  to,  and  during, 
the  insertion  of  the  container  174  in  the  cradle,  the 
handle  268  and  the  door  opening  arm  272  extend 
horizontally  from  the  shaft  270,  and  the  door 
closing  arm  274  extends  vertically  downwardly 
from  the  shaft  270.  Following  the  full  insertion  of 
the  container  174  in  the  cradle,  the  handle  268  is 
manually  rotated  into  a  downwardly  extending 
position  in  which  it  holds  the  container  174  in  its 
fully-inserted  position  by  virtue  of  being  in 
engagement  with  the  adjacent  end  wall  276  (Fig. 
10)  of  the  casing  184.  This  rotational  movement  of 
the  handle  268  rotates  the  door  opening  arm  272 
into  a  downwardly  extending  position  in  which  it 
contacts  a  contact  plate  278  on  the  upper  surface 
of  the  door  178  and  thereby  rotates  the  latter  into 
its  open  position  178';  at  the  same  time  the  door 
closing  arm  274  is  rotated  into  a  horizontally 
extending  position  out  of  engagement  with  the 
door  178.  In  order  to  remove  the  container  174 
from  the  cradle,  the  handle  268  is  rotated,  back  to 
its  horizontal  position,  thereby  rotating  the  door 
opening  arm  272  back  to  its  horizontal  position 
out  of  engagement  with  the  door  178  and  rotating 
the  door  closing  arm  274  into  a  downwardly 
extending  position  in  which  it  contacts  a  contact 
plate  280  on  the  upper  surface  of  the  door  178  and 
so  positively  restores  the  door  to  its  closed 
position. 

The  operation  of  the  container  174  will  now  be 
described.  Normally,  before  the  container  174  is 
mounted  in  the  cradle  of  the  associated  ATM,  the 
counter  slide  208  is  set  so  that  the  green  area  220' 
shows  through  the  indicator  window  248  (Fig.  10). 
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the  recess  250  in  the  slide  member  186.  It  will  then 
be  necessary  to  return  the  container  174  to  the 
secure  area  for  unsealing  of  the  door  of  the 
receptacle  176  and  releasing  the  slide  member 
186  by  pulling  downwardly  on  the  lower  portion 
240  of  the  actuating  arm  234.  It  will  be  appreciated 
that  the  locking  of  the  container  174  against  a 
further  insertion  as  just  described  protects  the 
counter  slide  208  against  possible  impact  damage 
while  the  latter  is  locked  against  movement  due 
to  the  detent  roll  226  being  in  engagement  with 
the  deep  detent  notch  218. 

If  desired,  the  number  of  possible  insertions  of 
the  container  174  into  an  ATM  can  be  restricted  to 
a  number  less  than  six.  This  is  done  by  initially 
setting  the  counter  slide  208  to  a  position  in  which 
the  detent  roll  226  is  in  engagement  with  one  of 
the  detent  notches  216a—  21  6f  other  than  the 
notch  216a;  this  setting  is  achieved  by  moving  the 
portion  240  of  the  actuating  arm  234  from  right  to 
left  with  reference  to  Fig.  10  so  as  to  pivot  the  arm 
234  in  a  clockwise  direction  and  cause  its  upper 
finger  244  to  engage  the  stud  246  on  the  slide  186, 
thereby  moving  the  slide  member  186  rearwardly 
and  moving  the  counter  slide  208  to  the  required 
position  under  the  action  of  the  pawl  202.  If,  for 
example,  the  counter  slide  208  is  initially  set  to  a 
position  in  which  the  roll  226  is  in  engagement 
with  the  notch  216c  (corresponding  to  the 
numeral  2  showing  through  the  window  248), 
then  up  to  four  insertions  of  the  container  174  in 
the  ATM  will  be  permitted. 

Each  of  the  containers  10  and  174  described 
above  has  the  advantage  that  its  tamper-indicat- 
ing  features  make  it  feasible  for  the  transportation 
of  the  container  from  an  ATM  to  a  remote  secure 
area  to  be  entrusted  to  a  third  party  such  as  a 
security  firm.  Also,  the  containers  each  have  the 
additional  advantage  that  the  multiple-insertion 
facility  obviates  the  need  for  resetting  of  the 
tamper-indicating  means  each  time  the  container 
is  removed  from  the  ATM  with  which  it  is  being 
used,  thereby  reducing  the  time  for  which  the 
ATM  is  out  of  operation.  A  further  advantage,  of 
the  containers  described  above  is  that  they  have  a 
flexible  insertion  capability  in  that  they  can  be 
preset  to  permit  from  only  one  up  to  six  insertions 
in  the  associated  ATM.  In  this  connection  it  will  be 
appreciated  that  the  indicator  wheel  78  or  counter 
slide  208  provides  an  indication  of  the  insertion 
capability  to  which  each  container  has  been  set. 

Claims 

1.  A  container  (10)  for  valuable  articles, 
including  means  (22)  arranged  to  permit  deposit 
of  said  articles  in  the  container  when  in  an 
unlocked  condition  and  to  prevent  deposit  of  said 
articles  in  the  container  when  in  a  locked  condi- 
tion,  indicator  means  for  indicating  the  number  of 
times  said  locking  means  (22)  has  been  unlocked, 
and  container  opening  means  (38)  for  gaining 
access  to  the  interior  of  the  container,  said  con- 
tainer  opening  means  (38)  being  provided  with 
securing  means  for  securing  said  container  open- 

slide  members  186  and  188  lock  the  door  178  in  its 
closed  position  by  virtue  of  the  projections  252 
engaging  the  lower  ends  of  the  lugs  256.  Thus, 
the  door  178  is  locked  prior  to  the  container  174 
being  removed  from  the  ATM.  5 

As  in  the  case  of  the  container  10,  the  container 
174  is  normally  taken  to  a  secure  or  authorized 
area  for  the  container  174  to  be  opened.  Before 
the  door  of  the  receptacle  176  is  opened,  a  check 
is  made  to  ascertain  that  the  seal  has  not  been  10 
broken,  and  that  the  door  178  is  in  its  fully  closed 
position,  and  the  marking  showing  through  the 
indicator  window  248  is  noted.  If  the  white  area 
220"  shows  through  the  window  248,  this  indi- 
cates  that  only  a  single  insertion  of  the  container  15 
174  into  an  ATM  has  been  made  since  the  con- 
tainer  was  sealed  and  that  no  unauthorized 
unlocking  of  the  door  178  has  taken  place.  The 
seal  can  then  be  broken,  the  door  of  the  recep- 
tacle  176  opened,  and  the  contents  of  the  con-  20 
tainer  174  removed  from  the  receptacle  176.  If  one 
of  the  numerals  2  to  6  on  a  red  background  shows 
through  the  indicator  window  248,  this  indicates 
that  the  door  178  has  been  unlocked  more  than 
once  since  the  container  was  sealed,  the  number  25 
of  times  the  container  has  been  unlocked  corre- 
sponding  to  the  numeral  showing  through  the 
window  248.  Again  as  in  the  case  of  the  container 
10,  if  a  numeral  on  a  red  background  shows 
through  the  indicator  window,  this  can  mean  that  30 
the  container  174  has  been  inserted  more  than 
once  into  the  ATM  or  has  been  tampered  with 
following  removal  from  the  ATM  and  an  explana- 
tion  will  be  required. 

An  explanation  will  also  be  required  if  the  door  35 
178  is  held  out  of  its  fully  closed  position  due  to 
one  or  each  of  the  slide  member  projections  252 
being  trapped  in  the  recess  257  (Fig.  11)  of  the 
respective  lug  256,  since  this  also  could  indicate 
that  tampering  with  the  container  174  has  taken  40 
place  following  its  removal  from  the  ATM.  Thus,  if 
an  unauthorized  attempt  has  been  made  to  open 
the  door  178  by  disengaging  the  projections  252 
from  the  lugs  256  using  elongated  implements 
inserted  through  the  slots  for  the  key  pins  258  in  45 
the  wall  262  and  then  pivoting  the  door  178 
towards  its  open  position,  then  there  is  a  good 
possibility  that  one  or  each  of  the  projections  252 
will  be  urged  by  the  associated  spring  196  into  the 
respective  recess  257  during  such  pivotal  move-  50 
ment  of  the  door  178.  Once  a  slide  member  186, 
188  has  been  trapped  in  this  way,  it  is  virtually 
impossible  to  free  it  using  an  implement  inserted 
through  the  relevent  key  pin  slot  since  access  to 
the  respective  lug  256  is  barred  by  the  associated  55 
lug  255  disposed  in  front  of  the  lug  256. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  the  container  174  has 
the  capability  of  being  inserted  up  to  six  times 
into  an  ATM  without  the  necessity  of  returning 
the  container  to  the  secure  area  for  unsealing  of  eo 
the  door  of  the  receptacle  176.  Following  the  sixth 
insertion  the  numeral  6  shows  through  the  win- 
dow  248,  and  the  container  174  is  locked  against  a 
further  insertion  into  the  ATM  due  to  the  lug  232 
on  the  detent  lever  222  being  in  engagement  with  65 
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moved  from  a  first  position  to  a  second  position  for 
the  purpose  of  setting  said  locking  means  (22)  to 
its  unlocked  condition  and  from  said  second 
position  to  said  first  position  for  the  purpose  of 
setting  said  locking  means  to  its  locked  position, 
said  slide  means  (42)  being  arranged  to  cooperate 
with  said  indicator  means  in  such  a  manner  that  a 
cycle  of  movement  of  said  slide  means  from  said 
first  position  to  said  second  position  and  back  to 
said  first  position  causes  a  single  sequential 
movement  of  said  indicator  member  (76)  from  one 
position  to  another. 

9.  A  container  according  to  claim  8,  charac- 
terized  by  ratchet  means  (66)  arranged  to  bring 
about  a  single  sequential  movement  of  said  indi- 
cator  member  (76)  in  response  to  a  said  cycle  of 
movement  of  said  slide  means  (42). 

10.  An  apparatus  according  to  either  claim  8  or 
claim  9,  characterized  in  that  said  container  (10) 
includes  means  (126)  adapted  to  engage  said  slide 
means  (42,  44)  for  the  purpose  of  trapping  said 
locking  means  (22)  in  a  partially  open  position  in 
response  to  movement  of  said  slide  means  away 
from  and  towards  said  first  position  brought  about 
by  unauthorized  means. 

Patentanspriiche 

1.  Behalter  (10)  fur  Wertgegenstande,  mit  einer 
SchlielSvorrichtung  (22),  die  angeordnet,  ist,  das 
Deponieren  von  Gegenstanden  in  dem  Behalter  zu 
erlauben,  wenn  er  in  unverschlossenen  Zustand 
ist,  und  das  Deponieren  der  Gegenstande  in  dem 
Behalter  zu  verhindern,  wenn  er  in  einem  ver- 
schlossenen  Zustand  ist,  einer  Anzeigevorrich- 
tung  zum  Anzeigen,  wieviel  Male  die  SchlielS- 
vorrichtung  (22)  geoffnet  wurde,  und  einer 
Behalteroffnungsvorrichtung  (38)  fur  einen  Zugriff 
zum  Inneren  des  Behalters,  wobei  die  Behalter- 
offnungsvorrichtung  (38)  mit  einer  Sicherungs- 
vorrichtung  zum  Sichern  der  Behalteroffnungs- 
vorrichtung  (38)  gegen  nichtautorisiertes  Offnen 
versehen  ist,  dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  dalS  die 
Anzeigevorrichtung  riickstellbai;  ist  und  ein 
Anzeigeelement  (76)  aufweist,  das  nacheinander 
aus  einer  ersten  moglichen  Position  in  eine  vorbe- 
stimmte  Vielzahl  von  anderen  moglichen  Positio- 
nen  bewegbar  ist,  und  das  angeordnet  ist,  von 
einer  Position  in  die  nachste  in  der  Folge  unter 
Ansprechen  auf  einen  Entsperr-  und  Sperr- 
betriebszyklus  der  SchlieSvorrichtung  bewegt  zu 
werden,  wobei  das  Entsperren  der  SchliefX- 
vorrichtung  (22)  verhindert  wird,  wenn  die 
Anzeigevorrichtung  (76)  die  letzte  mogliche  Posi- 
tion  in  der  Folge  erreicht,  dalS  das  Anzeigeelement 
nur  nach  Offnen  der  Behalteroffnungsvorrichtung 
(38)  in  einen  Anfangszustand  ruckgestellt  werden 
kann,  und  daB  die  Sicherungsvorrichtung  der 
Behalteroffnungsvorrichtung  getrennt  von  der 
SchlielSvorrichtung  (22)  ist. 

2.  Behalter  nach  Anspruch  1,  dadurch  gekenn- 
zeichnet,  date  die  Behalteroffnungsvorrichtung 
(38)  auch  das  Entfernen  von  Gegenstanden  aus 
den  inneren  des  Behalters  ermoglicht. 

3.  Behalter  nach  Anspruch  1  oder  2,  dadurch 

ing  means  (38)  against  unauthorized  opening, 
characterized  in  that  said  indicator  means  is 
resettable  and  incorporates  an  indicator  member 
(76)  which  is  movable  in  sequence  from  a  first 
possible  position  to  a  predetermined  plurality  of  5 
other  possible  positions  and  which  is  arranged  to 
be  moved  from  one  position  to  the  next  position  in 
the  sequence  in  response  to  an  unlocking  and 
locking  cycle  of  operation  of  said  locking  means, 
unlocking  of  said  locking  means  (22)  being  pre-  10 
vented  when  said  indicator  means  (76)  reaches  the 
last  possible  position  in  the  sequence,  in  that  said 
indicator  member  can  be  reset  to  an  initial  condi- 
tion  only  after  opening  said  container  opening 
means  (38),  and  in  that  the  securing  means  of  said  15 
container  opening  means  is  separate  from  said 
locking  means  (22). 

2.  A  container  according  to  claim  1,  charac- 
terized  in  that  said  container  opening  means  (38) 
also  enables  the  removal  of  articles  from  the  20 
interior  of  the  container. 

3.  A  container  according  to  either  claim  1  or 
claim  2,  characterized  in  that  said  container  (10) 
has  a  wall  having  an  opening  (98)  therein,  and  in 
that  said  indicator  member  (76)  carries  a  series  of  25 
markings  thereon,  the  positioning  of  said  indicator 
member  in  a  particular  one  of  said  possible 
positions  causing  a  respective  one  of  said  mark- 
ings  to  be  visible  through  said  opening. 

4.  A  container  according  to  any  one  of  the  30 
preceding  claims,  characterized  by  detent  means 
(87)  arranged  to  lock  said  indicator  member  (76) 
against  further  sequential  movement  in  con- 
sequence  of  said  indicator  member  reaching  the 
last  possible  position,  and  actuating  means  (84)  for  35 
moving  said  detent  means  out  of  locking  engage- 
ment  with  said  indicator  means,  with  access  to 
said  actuating  means  being  obtainable  only  in 
consequence  of  opening  said  container  opening 
means  (38).  40 

5.  A  container  according  to  claim  4,  charac- 
terized  by  resetting  means  (75)  for  resetting  said 
indicator  member  (76)  to  a  selected  one  of  the 
possible  positions  other  than  said  last  possible 
position,  whereby  following  such  resetting  said  45 
locking  means  (22)  has  the  capability  of  being 
unlocked  a  selected  number  of  times  dependent 
on  the  initial  setting  of  said  indicator  member. 

6.  A  container  according  to  claim  4,  charac- 
terized  by  blocking  means  (100)  movable  between  so 
an  unblocking  position  and  a  blocking  position  in 
which  it  blocks  the  unlocking  of  said  locking  means 
(22),  said  blocking  means  being  arranged  to  be 
moved  into  said  blocking  position  in  consequence 
of  said  indicator  member  (76)  reaching  said  last  55 
possible  position,  and  holding  means  (106)  for 
holding  said  blocking  member  in  said  unblocking 
position  while  said  indicator  member  (76)  is  in  a 
position  other  than  said  last  possible  position: 

7.  A  container  according  to  claim  6,  charac-  60 
terized  in  that  said  actuating  means  (84)  is 
operable  to  restore  said  blocking  means  (100)  from 
its  blocking  position  to  its  unblocking  position. 

8.  A  container  according  to  any  one  of  claims  2  to 
7,  characterized  by  slide  means  (42)  adapted  to  be  65 
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durch  eine  Klinkenvorrichtung  (66),  die  ange- 
ordnet  ist,  um  eine  einzige  Folgebewgung  des 
Anzeigeelements  (76)  unter  Ansprechen  auf  einen 
Bewegungszyklus  der  Schiebervorrichtung  (42) 
durchzufiihren. 

10.  Einrichtung  nach  Anspruch  8  oder  9, 
dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  da(5  der  Behalter  (10) 
eine  Vorrichtung  (126)  aufweist,  die  geeignet  ist, 
mit  der  Schiebervorrichtung  (42,  44)  in  Eingriff  zu 
gehen  zum  Zwecke  des  Einfallens  der  SchlielS- 
vorrichtung  (22)  in  eine  teilweise  geoffnete  Posi- 
tion  unter  Ansprechen  auf  eine  durch  eine  unau- 
torisierte  Weise  bewirkte  Bewegung  der 
Schiebervorrichtung  aus  der  ersten  Position  weg 
und  zu  dieser  hin. 

Revendications 

1.  Conteneur  (10)  pour  objets  de  valeur,  com- 
prenant  des  moyens  de  verrouillage  (22)  concus 
pour  permettre  le  depot  desdits  objets  dans  le 
conteneur  lorsqu'ils  sont  dans  un  etat  dever- 
rouille  et  pour  empecher  le  depot  desdits  objets 
dans  le  conteneur  lorsqu'ils  sont  dans  un  etat 
verrouille,  des  moyens  d'indication  destines  a 
indiquer  le  nombre  de  fois  que  lesdits  moyens  de 
verrouillage  (22)  ont  ete  deverrouilles,  et  des 
moyens  (38)  d'ouverture  du  conteneur  permet- 
tant  d'acceder  a  I'interieur  du  conteneur,  lesdits 
moyens  (38)  d'ouverture  du  conteneur  etant 
equipes  de  moyens  de  securite  destines  a  empe- 
cher  I'ouverture  non  autorisee  desdits  moyens 
(38)  d'ouverture  du  conteneur,  characterise  en  ce 
que  lesdits  moyens  d'indication  sont  reposition- 
nables  et  comprennent  un  element  indicateur  (76) 
qui  est  mobile  sequentiellement  d'une  premiere 
position  possible  a  un  nombre  predetermine 
d'autres  positions  possibles  et  qui  est  agence  de 
fagon  a  etre  deplace  d'une  position  a  la  position 
suivant  dans  la  sequence  en  reponse  a  un  cycle 
de  manoeuvre  de  deverrouillage  et  de  verrouil- 
lage  desdits  moyens  de  verrouillage,  le  dever- 
rouillage  desdits  moyens  de  verrouillage  (22) 
etant  empeche  lorsque  lesdits  moyens  d'indica- 
tion  (76)  atteignent  la  derniere  position  possible 
dans  la  sequence,  en  ce  que  ledit  element  indica- 
teur  peut  etre  repositionne  dans  un  etat  initial 
uniquement  apres  une  ouverture  desdits  moyens 
d'ouverture  (38)  du  conteneur,  et  en  ce  que  les 
moyens  de  securite  desdits  moyens  d'ouverture 
du  conteneur  sont  separes  desdits  moyens  de 
verrouillage  (22). 

2.  Conteneur  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracte- 
rise  en  ce  que  lesdits  moyens  (38)  d'ouverture  du 
conteneur  permettent  egalement  d'enlever  des 
objets  de  I'interieur  du  conteneur. 

3.  Conteneur  selon  la  revendication  1  ou  la 
revendication  2,  caracterise  en  ce  que  ledit  conte- 
neur  (10)  comporte  une  paroi  presentant  une 
ouverture  (98)  et  en  ce  que  ledit  element  indica- 
teur  (76)  porte  une  serie  de  reperes,  le  positionne- 
ment  dudit  element  indicateur  dans  I'une,  particu- 
liere,  desdites  positions  possibles  rendant  visible 
I'un,  correspondent,  desdits  reperes  a  travers 
ladite  ouverture. 

gekennzeichnet,  daft  der  Behalter  (10)  eine  Wand 
mit  einer  Offnung  (98)  darin  aufweist  und  daft  das 
Anzeigeelement  (76)  eine  Reihe  von  Markierun- 
gen  tragt,  wobei  das  Positionieren  des  Anzeige- 
elements  in  eine  bestimmte  der  moglichen  Posi-  5 
tionen  bewirkt,  daft  eine  entsprechende  der  Mar- 
kierungen  durch  die  Offnung  sichtbar  wird. 

4.  Behalter  nach  einem  der  vorhergehenden 
Anspriiche,  gekennzeichnet  durch  eine  Schieber- 
vorrichtung  (87),  die  angeordnet  ist,  das  Anzeige-  io 
element  (76)  gegen  eine  weitere  Folgebewegung 
als  Konsequenz  davon  zu  sperren,  daft  das 
Anzeigeelement  die  letztmogliche  Position 
erreicht,  und  durch  eine  Betatigungsvorrichtung 
(84)  zum  Bewegen  der  Schiebervorrichtung  aufter  15 
Sperreingriff  mit  der  Anzeigevorrichtung,  wobei 
derZugriff  zu  der  Betatigungsvorrichtung  nur  als 
Konsequenz  davon  erreichbar  ist,  daft  die 
Behalteroffnungsvorrichtung  (38)  geoffnet  wird. 

5.  Behalter  nach  Anspruch  4,  gekennzeichnet  20 
durch  eine  Riickstellvorrichtung  (75)  zum  Ruck- 
stellen  des  Anzeigeelements  (76)  in  eine  gewahlte 
der  moglichen  Positionen,  aufter  der  letztmogli- 
chen  Position,  wodurch  nach  einer  derartigen 
ROckstellung  die  Sperrvorrichtung  (22)  die  Fahig-  25 
keit  besitzt,  abhangig  von  der  Anfangseinstellung 
des  Anzeigeelements  eine  gewahlte  Anzahl  von 
Malen  entsperrt  zu  werden. 

6.  Behalter  nach  Anspruch  4,  gekennzeichnet 
durch  eine  Blockiereinrichtung  (100),  die  30 
zwischen  einer  nichtblockierten  Position  und 
einer  blockierten  Position  bewegbar  ist,  in  der  sie 
das  Entsperren  der  Sperrvorrichtung  (22)  blok- 
kiert,  wobei  die  Blockiervorrichtung  angeordnet 
ist,  um  in  die  Blockierposition  als  Folge  davon  35 
bewegt  zu  werden,  daft  das  Anzeigeelement  (76) 
die  letztmogliche  Position  erreicht,  und  durch 
eine  Haltevorrichtung  (106)  zum  Halten  des  Blok- 
kiergliedes  in  der  nicht-blockierenden  Position, 
wahrend  das  Anzeigeelement  (76)  sich  in  einer  40 
Position  befindet,  die  von  der  letztmoglichen 
Position  abweicht. 

7.  Behalter  nach  Anspruch  6,  dadurch  gekenn- 
zeichnet,  daft  die  Betatigungsvorrichtung  (84) 
betatigbar  ist,  um  die  Blockiervorrichtung  (100)  45 
von  ihrer  biockierenden  Stellung  in  ihre  nicht- 
blockierende  Stellung  zuruckzustellen. 

8.  Behalter  nach  einem  der  Anspriiche  2  bis  7, 
gekennzeichnet  durch  eine  Schiebervorrichtung 
(42),  die  geeignet  ist,  von  einer  ersten  Position  in  so 
eine  zweite  Position  zum  Zwecke  des  Einstellens 
der  Sperrvorrichtung  (22)  in  ihren  entsperrten 
Zustand  und  von  ihrer  zweiten  Position  in  die 
erste  Position  zum  Zwecke  des  Einstellens  der 
Sperrvorrichtung  in  ihre  gesperrte  Position  55 
bewegt  zu  werden,  wobei  die  Schieber- 
vorrichtung  (42)  angeordnet  ist,  um  mit  der 
Anzeigevorrichtung  derart  zusammenzuarbeiten, 
date  ein  Bewegungszyklus  der  Schieber- 
vorrichtung  von  der  ersten  Position  in  die  zweite  60 
Position  und  zuruck  zur  ersten  Position  eine  ein- 
zige  aufeinanderfolgende  Bewegung  des 
Anzeigeelements  (76)  von  einer  ersten  Position  in 
eine  andere  bewirkt. 

9.  Behalter  nach  Anspruch  8,  gekennzeichnet  65 
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7.  Conteneur  selon  la  revendication  6,  caracte- 

rise  en  ce  que  lesdits  moyens  d'actionnement  (84) 
sont  manoeuvrables  de  fagon  a  ramener  lesdits 
moyens  de  blocage  (100)  de  leur  position  de 

5  blocage  vers  leur  position  de  deblocage. 
8.  Conteneur  selon  I'une  quelconque  des 

revendications  2  a  7,  caracterise  par  des  moyens 
coulissants  (42)  destines  a  etre  deplaces  d'une 
premiere  position  a  une  seconde  position  afin  de 

w  placer  lesdits  moyens  de  verrouillage  (22)  dans 
leur  etat  verrouille,  et  de  ladite  seconde  position 
vers  ladite  premiere  position  afin  de  placer  lesdits 
moyens  de  verrouillage  dans  leur  position  ver- 
rouillee,  lesdits  moyens  coulissants  (42)  etant 

15  destines  a  cooperer  avec  lesdits  moyens  d'indica- 
tion  de  maniere  qu'un  cycle  de  mouvement  des- 
dits  moyens  coulissants  de  ladite  premiere  posi- 
tion  vers  ladite  seconde  position  et  retour  vers 
ladite  premiere  position  provoque  un  mouvement 

20  sequentiel  unique  dudit  element  indicateur  (76) 
d'une  position  a  une  autre. 

9.  Conteneur  selon  la  revendication  8,  caracte- 
rise  par  des  moyens  a  rochet  (66)  destines  a  faire 
executer  un  mouvement  sequentiel  unique  audit 

25  element  indicateur  (76)  en  reponse  a  un  cycle  de 
mouvement  desdits  moyens  coulissants  (42). 

10.  Appareil  selon  la  revendication  8  ou  la 
revendication  9,  caracterise  en  ce  que  ledit  conte- 
neur  (10)  comprend  des  moyens  (126)  destines  a 

30  s'enclencher  avec  lesdits  moyens  coulissants  (42, 
44)  afin  d'arreter  lesdits  moyens  de  verrouillage 
(22)  dans  une  position  partieliement  ouverte  en 
reponse  a  un  mouvement  desdits  moyens  coulis- 
sants  les  eloignant  et  les  rapprochant  de  ladite 

35  premiere  position  et  provoque  par  des  moyens 
non  autorises. 

4.  Conteneur  selon  I'une  quelconque  des  reven- 
dications  precedentes,  caracterise  par  des  moyens 
d'encliquetage  (87)  concus  pour  verrouiller  ledit 
element  indicateur  (76)  afin  d'en  empecher  tout 
mouvement  sequentiel  supplemental  consecuti- 
vement  a  I'arrivee  dudit  element  indicateur  dans  la 
derniere  position  possible,  et  des  moyens  d'ac- 
tionnement  (84)  destines  a  degager  lesdits 
moyens  d'encliquetage  de  leur  enclenchement  de 
verrouillage  avec  lesdits  moyens  d'indication, 
I'acces  auxdis  moyens  d'actionnement  ne  pouvant 
etre  obtenu  que  consecutivement  a  I'ouverture 
desdits  moyens  (38)  d'ouverture  du  conteneur. 

5.  Conteneur  selon  la  revendication  4,  caracte- 
rise  par  des  moyens  (75)  de  repositionnement 
destines  a  repositionner  ledit  element  indicateur 
(76)  dans  I'une,  choisie,  des  positions  possibles 
autres  que  ladite  derniere  position  possible,  de 
maniere  qu'apres  un  tel  repositionnement,  lesdits 
moyens  de  verrouillage  (22)  aient  la  possibility 
d'etre  deverrouilles  un  nombre  choisi  de  foisselon 
le  positionnement  initial  dudit  element  indicateur. 

6.  Conteneur  selon  la  revendication  4,  caracte- 
rise  par  des  moyens  de  blocage  (100)  mobiles 
entre  une  position  de  deblockage  et  une  position 
de  blocage  dans  laquelle  ils  empechent  le  dever- 
rouillage  desdits  moyens  de  verrouillage  (22), 
lesdits  moyens  de  blocage  etant  destines  a  etre 
amenes  dans  ladite  position  de  blocage 
consecutivement  a  I'arrivee  dudit  element  indica- 
teur  (76)  dans  ladite  derniere  position  possible,  et 
des  moyens  (106)  de  maintien  destines  a  maintenir 
ledit  element  de  blocage  dans  ladite  position  de 
deblocage  tandis  que  ledit  element  indicateur  (76) 
est  dans  une  position  autre  que  ladite  derniere 
position  possible. 
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