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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A service tray having a bottom which is bounded 

by a substantially vertical, peripheral wall. At one end 
of the tray the wall is provided with a pair of transverse 
ly spaced, oval openings for respectively receiving the 
thumb and index finger of a user's hand so as to em 
brace a beverage container resting on the bottom ad 
jacent the openings. The remainder of the tray bottom 
is designed to receive hors d'oeuvres and the like. 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 
The serving of refreshments to guests at cocktail 

parties, receptions, and similar gatherings has long pre 
sented something of a problem, especially where both 
food and drink are served. Ordinarily, the guest is re 
quired to hold a beverage container in one hand and a 
small plate with hors d'oeuvres or the like in the other 
hand, which is both awkward and inconvenient. If the 
beverage container is temporarily rested upon the plate, 
it is very likely to slide sideways, with a resultant 
spillage. 

These awkward and objectionable situations have made 
it highly desirable to design an individual service tray 
combining the basic functions of a saucer and a service 
plate which can be supported by one hand so as to 
leave the other hand free. 

SUMMARY 

The present invention overcomes these difficulties by 
providing a service tray which is bounded by a vertical 
wall or rim, one end of which is provided with open 
ings through which the thumb and index finger of a 
user may be inserted for grasping a beverage container, 
while simultaneously supporting the bottom of the tray 
with the remaining fingers of the same hand. This leaves 
the balance of the tray for receiving food items, an 
ash tray, or the like while the other hand is free to pick 
up the drink, to handle the food, or the cigarette, or to 
greet another guest. 

THE DRAWINGS 
Referring to the drawings in which numerals of like 

character designate similar parts throughout the several 
WeWS: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating a beverage con 

tainer in place on the tray with the user's hand and 
fingers shown in dotted lines; 

FIG. 2 is a longitudinal, sectional view taken on line 
2-2 of FIG. 1; and 

FIG. 3 is a transverse, sectional view taken on line 
3-3 of FIG. 2. 

DETALED DESCRIPTION 
The service tray of the present invention is generally 

indicated by the numeral 5 and comprises a bottom 6 
which, in the form illustrated, is of elongated, oval 
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shape and bounded by a preferably integral, substantial 
ly vetrical wall or rim 7. The tray is formed of any 
suitable material having the required rigidity, such, for 
example, as plain fiberboard, plastic impregnated fiber 
board, molded foamed plastic, wood, or ceramic ma 
terial. Thus, the invention is adaptable either for in 
expensive, one-time one-ring use, disposable service 
trays, or for more durable trays intended for repeated 
use, such as regular dinnerware. 

Preferably, the bounding wall 7 is relatively shallow 
at one end 8, and its upper edge is gradually inclined 
and terminates at the opposite end 9 in a substantially 
deeper gripping portion. This gripping portion 9 of the 
wall is provided with a pair of long, oval openings 10 
and 11 which are spaced apart laterally and symmetrical 
ly with respect to the central portion of the end portion 
9 of wall 7. As best seen in FIG. 3, the lengths and posi 
tioning of the openings 10 and 11 are such as to facilitate 
freedom of movement of the thumb and index finger 
when inserted through respective openings to grip the 
periphery of a tumbler or other beverage container 12, 
positioned on the bottom adjacent the openings, as 
seen in FIG. 1. Thus, the user is enabled to grasp the 
container 12 with thumb and index finger, while the re 
maining fingers may be pressed upwardly against the 
undersurface of the bottom 6 to lend horizontal support 
to the tray. 

It will be apparent that with this arrangement of 
finger hole openings in the wall of the tray, the con 
tainer 12 may be held firmly in place, either simply be 
tween the thumb and index finger of the user's hand, or 
by pulling the container rearwardly to actually engage 
the end portion 9 of the wall, the height of the wall 
at this point providing a certain amount of leverage 
against the glass or beverage container that is higher than 
the side wall portion of the tray, thus making the tray 
easier to hold in horizontal position. In the case of a 
long stemmed container, the stem is simply gripped be 
tween the thumb and index finger with the extended 
base resting firmly on the bottom of the tray. With the 
tray supported in this manner, the bottom portion ad 
jacent end 8 may receive various food items, such as 
hors d'oeuvres shown in dotted lines in FIGS. 1 and 2, 
or, in addition, it may receive an ashtray. The entire 
tray, including the beverage container, being held by 
one hand, the other hand is left free, as before indicated. 

Especially with trays formed of light gauge material, 
it may be desirable to increase the rigidity of the bottom 
6 in addition to that provided by the wall 7 by form 
ing in the bottom a raised rib or ridge 13 which is pref 
erably arcuate in shape and extends from one side wall 
to the other adjacent the container receiving end 9 of 
the tray. Such a ridge or rib not only increases rigidity, 
but also separates the area of the tray on which the 
beverage container rests from the food receiving area. 
This effectively prevents spillage or condensation from 
the beverage from running into the food. Likewise, food 
items are prevented from sliding, rolling or otherwise 
getting into the opposite end of the tray to interfere with 
the placement of the beverage container. 

While we have shown the tray of oval shape and with 
the upper edge of its wall inclined from one end to the 
other, the invention is by no means limited to this par 
ticular contour. However, it is preferred to have at least 
the gripping end 9 of the tray of substantially arcuate 
contour so that imaginary lines extending through the 
axes of the openings 10 and 11 will converge and meet 
at a point within the area confined by the ridge 13, which 
facilitates the gripping of a beverage container resting 
on the bottom of the tray. The wall 7 of the tray may 
be made sloping so that several trays may be stacked 
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by nesting into each other as for shipping and storing. 
We claim: 
1. A service tray having a bottom bounded at and ad 

jacent at least one end by a substantially vertical end 
wall, and a pair of transversely spaced openings extend 
ing through said end wall for receiving the inserted thumb 
and one finger of the user, whereby, when a beverage 
container is placed on said bottom adjacent said end 
wall it may be grasped by said inserted thumb and finger, 
with the remaining fingers of the user engaging and Sup 
porting the underside of said bottom. 

2. A service tray as claimed in claim 1, wherein Said 
openings are of oval shape to facilitate freedom of move 
ment of said thumb and finger. 

3. A service tray as claimed in claim 1, wherein a 
continuation of said end wall bounds the remainder of 
said bottom. 

4. A service tray as claimed in claim 3, wherein the 
vertical wall bounding said bottom is of gradually de 
creasing height from said end wall to the opposite ex 
tremity of said bottom. 

5. A service tray as claimed in claim 1, wherein said 
end wall is of arcuate contour. 

6. A service tray as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
upper surface of said bottom, immediately adjacent the 
openings in said end wall, is provided with a transverse 
ly extending, raised rib for preventing moisture or coin 
densate from said beverage container from reaching the 
other portion of said bottom. 

7. A service tray as claimed in claim 1, wherein said 
bottom is of substantially oval shape and said end wall 
is of arcuate contour. 

8. A service tray as claimed in claim 7, wherein said 
openings are symmetrically spaced from the vertical 
center line of said end wall and their respective axes 
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4. 
converge at an imaginary point within the confines of 
said end wall. 

9. A service tray having a botton portion and a side 
wall portion starrounding at least a portion of the botton, 
the side wall being so for inted with finger hole means 
that a finger and the thimb of orie's hand may be simul 
taneously projected therethrough below the level of the 
top of the side wall from the exterior to a position over 
the bottom portion of the tray so as to grasp a con 
tainer setting on the tray while the botton portion of 
the tray is rested from below on the folded remaining 
fingers of the sane hand and the side wall confines a 
container which is taller than the side wall against re 
moval from the tray Hiiile it is so held. 
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