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Box No. IT Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L |:| Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. IIT Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

The inventions as get forth in claims 1 - 5 are common only on a method
as get forth in claim 1. Moreover, the inventions ag set forth in claim 1
and claims 6 - 11 are common only as an invention relating to an apparatus
degigned esgpecially for using the method as set forth in c¢laim 1.

(continued to extra sheet)

L. |:| As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. |:| As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment of
any additional fee.

3. |:| As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 1

Remark on Protest |:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable,
the payment of a protest fee..

|:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

Document 1, as followg, describesg "a sterilizing method for retorted
products for heatingand sterilizing the retorted products while rocking
a rotating member carrying the retorted products in a sterilizing bath,
wherein the driving force of a motor disposed in the upper portion of
the outer circumference of the sterilizing bath is transmitted to the
rotating member so that the rotating member is rocked rightward and
leftward in the sterilizing bath for a preset period" ([0003], [0006]
and Fig. 14).

Here, the "rotating member", the "upper portion of the outer
circumference" and the "rocked rightward and leftward in the sterilizing
bath" correspond to the "carriage", the "gide portion of the outside"
and "being reciprocally slid rightward and leftward of the retort™",
respectively. Therefore, the "method for retorted products, in which
the carriage is reciprocally slid rightward and leftward of the retort
forapresetperiod", asset forthinclaiml, doesnot makeanycontribution
over the prior art, and cannot be said any special technical feature.

Hence, it has been clarified after the prior art was examined that
the invention ag set forth in ¢laim 1 does not have any special technical
feature. Therefore, it cannot be said that the inventions as set forth
in claims 1 - 11 are not a group of inventions which are correlated
to make a single general concept, but it is admitted that the claims
of the invention set forth gix inventions, as follows.

1. Claim 1

2. A portion of claims 2, 4 and a portion of claim 5: A method as set
forth in c¢laim 2. A method as set forth in c¢laim 2, wherein at least
one of the sliding period and phase of the carriage is made different
between the carriages arranged in the longitudinal direction in the
retort. A method as set forth in claim 2, wherein the sliding frequency
of the carriage ig controlled so that a sliding pattern can be changed
in accordance with a sterilization target.

3. A portion of claims 3, 4 and a portion of claim 5: A method as set
forth in claim 3. A method as set forth in claim 3, wherein at least
one of the sliding period and phase of the carriage is made different
between the carriages arranged in the longitudinal direction in the
retort. A method as set forth in claim 3, wherein the sliding frequency
of the carriage ig controlled so that a sliding pattern can be changed
in accordance with a sterilization target.

4. A portion of claim 4: A method as set forth in c¢laim 1, wherein at
least one of theglidingperiod and phase of the carriage igmade different
between the carriages arranged in the longitudinal direction in the
retort.

5. A portion of claim 5: A method as set forth in claim 1, wherein the
sliding frequency of the carriage is controlled so that a sliding pattern
can be changed in accordance with a sterilization target.

6. Claimsg 6 - 11: An apparatus ag set forth in claim 6, and an apparatus
relating to the former.

Document 1: JP 2001-231521 A (Hisaka Works, Ltd.) 28 August, 2001
(28.08.01)

Here, International Searching Authority has recognized claim 1 as
a main invention.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (April 2005)
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