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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, Mrs. ELLEN ZIEGLEk, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Gregory, in the county of Gregory and 
of South Dakota, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Back-Rests, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention aims to provide a back rest, 

especially designed for use in connection 
with a bed, whereby the patient or user, may 
be supported in an upright position without 
any strain on the body, thereby permitting 
a relaxation of the muscles and the patient to 
rest in comfort. 
In carrying out the invention I provide a 

device of the above mentioned character, 
that can be easily and quickly attached to 
or removed from the bed when desired, and 
which when in use will adjust itself to the 
back and comfort of the patient. 
Another object of importance resides in 

the provision of a flexible device of this 
character, whereby the same can be folded 
into compact form when not in use. 
Other objects and advantages, as well as 

the nature of the invention will be better 
understood when the following description 
is read in connection with the accompanying 
drawing, the invention residing in the con 
struction, combination and arrangement of 
parts defined in the appended claim. 
In the drawing forming part of this speci 

fication like numerals of reference indicate 
similar parts in the several views and where 
- 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the de 
vice showing the same in use. 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the device. 
The device is primarily intended for use 

in connection with a bed, herein indicated 
generally at A. The device consists of a plu 
rality of spaced parallel slats 10 which may 
be constructed from any suitable material 
preferably wood, the slats being connected 
together and held spaced equidistantly by 
means of the transverse flexible members 11 
which are herein shown in the nature of 
straps. Instead of the straps 11 a webbing 
of any other suitable material may be em 
ployed. However, the straps are adapted to 
extend beyond the outermost slats and are 
preferably provided with buckles or the like 
which are adapted to be adjustably asso 
ciated with the extremities of the Support 
ing members 12. The members 12 consist of two straps which are adapted to be looped 

State 

about one of the end rails of the bedstead 
in the manner clearly shown in Fig. 1, these 
parts being of any desired length, and by 
reason of their adjustable connection with 
the straps 11, the device can be supported at 
different positions to the comfort of the 
patient. By reason of the flexible connec 
tion between the slats 10, it is manifest that 
as the Supporting members are associated 
with the straps 12, the slats are arranged 
in arcuate relation, or in other words ad 
just themselves to the back of the patient 
so that the patient or user can rest com 
fortably without any undue strain upon the 
muscles of the body. It will be noted that 
each of the slats 10 is curved outwardly from 
a point adjacent the upper ends thereof at a 
proper inclination to permit a pillow or the 
like to be inserted between the upper ends of 
the slats and the back of the user for the 
purpose of supporting the head. 
The device in its entirety can be quickly 

and easily attached to, or removed from the 
bed when desired, by reason of the connec 
tion between the supporting straps 12 and 
the adjacent ends of the straps 11. However 
when the device is in use the upper runs of 
the straps 12 and straps 11 are inclined to 
ward the foot of the bed, and serve in the 
capacity of arm supports for the patient. 
When use of the device is not desired, and 
Subsequent to its removal from the bed, the 
back rest proper may be flattened as clearly 
indicated in Fig. 2, or it may be rolled or 
folded in various Ways to occupy a minimum 
amount of space in the room. 

It is believed that from the foregoing de 
scription the nature and advantages of the 
invention will be thoroughly understood 
without requiring a more extended explana 
tion and therefore the same has been omitted. 
However I desire to have it understood that 
I do not limit myself to the exact construc 
tion and arrangement herein delineated and 
described, and that such changes may be re 
sorted to when desired as fall within the 
scope of what is claimed, and that the vari 
ous parts of the device can be constructed 
from any suitable material without depart 
ing from the spirit of the invention. 
What is claimed is:- 
A back rest for bed, use comprising a pair 

of spaced parallel flexible members provided 
on their ends with buckles, a plurality of 
spaced slats secured at their ends upon one 
of said members and secured intermediate 
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their ends upon the other of said members, 
the upper ends of said slats being curved out 
wardly, the device being disposable upon a 
bed with said slats in a vertical position and 

5 said flexible members arranged horizontally, 
and a pair of vertically disposed straps 
slidably engaged about a portion of a bed 
and having their ends engaged by said 
buckles, pressure of a reclining body against 

the curved ends of said slats causing said 30 
straps to slide whereby said slats may incline 
to the Saline angle as the body. 

In testimony whereof affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

-- AiRs. ELLEN ZEGLER. 
Witnesses: 

FRANK Lu NDAK, 
Mrs. EDNA NUNAMAKER. 

gogies of his paten; itay be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner og Pateats, 
Fashington, D. C.’ 


