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tive reduction catalyst (14) is placed in an engine exhaust gas passage. An NOx
contained in an exhaust gas can be reduced in the selective reduction catalyst
(14) by supplying urea to the exhaust gas which flows into the selective reduc-
tion catalyst (14) from an urea supply valve (16). For the purpose of preventing
the generation of hydrogen cyanide, an HC-adsorbing catalyst (12) is placed in
the upstream to the selective reduction catalyst (14) in the engine exhaust gas
passage to adsorb HC in the exhaust gas.
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