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This invention relates to an improvement in a sliced
meat package and deals particularly with a simple and
effective carton for containing strips of sliced meat such
as bacon or the like and from which the contents may
be easily removed.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a
carton including an outer member which comprises a
tubular carton having one closed end and one open ead.
Oue or more of the panels of the carton may be provided
with window apertures so that the contents of the pack-
age may be sealed. The other carton member comprises
a flat sheet of paperboard including a bottom panel and
opposed side wall panels designed to fit snugly into the
tubular outer comtainer. The inner carton portion in-
cludes a single end wall which is designed to close the
otherwise open end of the tubular outer carton. The
end wall is provided with a cover flap which extends over
the ends of the strips of bacon or the like. A flap is cut
from this cover panel and is foldable over the outer sur-
face of the tubular outer container and is adhered thereto.
This flap secures the carton closed to prevent the package
from being opened prior to its sale to the customer. How-
ever, in opening the carton, the flap may be pulled fres
of engagement with the top panel and used as a handie
in opening and reclosing the carton.

The main object of the present invention resides in the
provision of the locking tab or flap which is secured to
the exterior surface of the tubular cartcn and which may
serve both as a seal to hold the carton closed, and as a
convenient handle for sliding the inner part of the carton
into and out of the outer tubular part thereof.

These and other objects and novel features of the pres-
ent invention will be more clearly and fully set forth in
the following specification and claims.

In the drawings forming a part of the specification:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the carton in closed
and sealed condition.

FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of the carton in par-
tially opened position.

FIGURE 3 is a diagrammatic view of the blank from
which the carton is formed.

FIGURE 4 is a diagrammatic view of the blank show-
ing the inner portion of the carton and the manner in
which it is formed.

The outer portion of the package A is formed as best
illustrated in FIGURE 3 of the drawings. As indicated
in this figure, the carton includes a side wall panel 18, a
top panel 11, a second side wall panel 12 and a bottom
panel 13, the panels being connected along parallel lines
of fold 14, 35, and 16 respectively. A glue flap 17 is
foldably connected to the bottom panel 13 along a fold
line 19, the glue flap 17 being adhered to the inner sur-
face of the side wall 1§ in the formed carton to form a
tubular construction.

One end of each of the panels is defined by a fold line
20 which connects the wali panels 16, 13, 12, and %3 to
closing flaps 22, 22, 23, and 24, respectively. When the
outer portion of the carton is closed, the flaps 21 and 23
connected to the side walls 10 and 12 respectively, are
folded into a common plane, and the bottom wall flap 24
is folded upwardly to overlie these first folded flaps 21
and 23. The top panel flap 22 is then folded down and
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adhered to the panel 24 to close the end of the tubular
construction.

As indicated, the top panel 11 may be provided with a
window opening 25 which is closed by a transparent
sheet of film as-indicated at 26.

The inner iray portion 27 is formed as is best illus-
trated in FIGURE 4 of the drawings. The tray 27 in-
cludes a bottom panel 29 which is foldably conmected
along paraliel fold lines 3¢ and 31 to side walls 32 and
33. The side walls 32 and 33 are preferably tapered at
one end as indicated at 34 and 35 respectively to simplify
the insertion of the inner tray portion of the carton into
the outer tubular portion thereof. The bottom panel 29
is of proper width to fit between the side walls 1¢ and 12
of the tubular outer portion of the carton, and the side
walls 32 and 33 are designed to fit inwardly of these side
walls 16 and 12. The length of the panel 29 is substan-
tially equal to the length of the top and bottom panels
i1 and 13 of the cuter carton portion.

An end wali 36 is hingedly secured along a fold line 37
to the end of the bottom panel opposite that adjoining
the tapered side wall edges 34 and 35, and the end wall
15 is foldably connected along the fold line 39 to a top
panel 46, The end wall 36 is foldably connected along
extensions of the fold lines 38 and 31 to corner fiaps 41
and 42 which may be folded into face contact with the
side walls 32 and 33 to close the corners of the carton
section. The top panel 46 is preferably relatively short
and merely overlies the ends of the strips of bacon B,
the bacon being the usual product used in the particular
carton illustrated.

A generally U-shaped cut line 43 is provided in the top
panel 48, the cut line including a cut line portion 44 which
is generally parallel to the fold line 39, and cut line por-
tions 45 which extend from the ends of the cut line por-
tion 44 to the foid line 3%. The U-shaped cut line 43 thus
defines a generaily rectangular tab 46 which may be
divided by a transverse score line 47 parallel to the fold
39 to provide an inner tab portion 42 and an outer tab
porticn 59.

In forming the package the bacon B may be placed
upon the bottom panel 29 of the inner portion 27 of the
carton A, and the end wall 36 and side walls 32 and 33
may be folded upwardly, the corner flaps 41 and 42 being
folded into face contact with the walls 32 and 33. The
top panel 48 is folded to overlie the ends of the bacon
strip, with the exception of the portion within the cut
line 43 and defining the tab 46. This tab remains up-
wardly while the bacon oa the inner portion 27 of the
carton is inserted into the tubular outer portion of the
carton in the manner generally illustrated in FIGURE 2.

The carton is then sealed by adhering the inmer por-
tion 49 of the tab 46 to the upper surface of the top panel
11, the cuter portion 5¢ of the tab preferably remaining
free of adhesives contact. The carton is then sealed and
cannot be opened until the flap 44 is pulled free of the
top panel 11. After the tab 46 has been pulled free of the
outer portion of the carton, this tab may be used as a
handle in sliding the tray-like inner portion 27 of the
package into and out of the tubular outer carton portion.
As a result, the carton may be readily opened, a portion
of the contents may be removed, and the carton reclosed
so as to maintain the flavor of the product.

In accordance with the patent statutes, T have described
the principles of construction and operation of my im-
provement in sliced meat package, and while I have en-
deavored to set forth the best embodiment thereof, 1 de-
sire to have it understcod that changes may be made
within the scope of the following claims without depart-
ing from the spirit of my invention.
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I claim: -

1. A carton for meat and the like including an outer
carton portion and an inner carton portion, the outer
portion including rectangularly arranged top, bottom, and
side walls foldably connected together, said tubular outer
portion having a closed end and an opposite open end,
the inner carton portion including a bottom panel, an
end wall panel, and a top panel foldably connected along
parallel fold lines, said inner carton portion being of
proper size to fit within said outer tubular portion with
the end wall panel closing the open end of the outer car-
ton portion, and with the top panel underlying the top
panel of the outer carton portion, and a fiap cut from
the top panel of the inner carton portion adjoining the
line of fold connecting the top panel to the end wall panel
and hingedly connected to the end wall panel along the
last named line of fold, said flap overlying the upper sur-
face of the top panel of the outer carton section and being
adhered thereto.
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2. The structure described in claim 1 and in which the
flap is divided into an inner section which is hingedly
connected to the end wall pamel, and an outer section
hingedly connected to the innér section, and in which the
inner section of the flap is adhesively connected to the
outer carton portion and the outer carton portion and
the outer section is free of adhesive contact therewith.
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