No. 729,432, - PATENTED MAY 26, 1903.
- L. B. & H. T. SIDWAY.

TABLE OR STAND.

APPLICATION FILED APR, 29, 1901,

N0 MODEL.

i ' F'tg‘f 7'

it

Usfresses

sl Iesse Lnvenfors

s dan
divzar,

> Jefe
By /ZW/Z;Z@W?/«MW :



Mo, 729,432,

UNITED STATES

Patented May 26, 1903,

PATENT OFFICE.

LEVERETT B. SIDWAY AND HENRY T. SIDWAY, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOTS,

"TABLE OR STAND.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 729,432, dated May 26, 1903.
" Application filed April 29, 1901, "Serial No, 657,938, (Nomodel) -

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, LEVERETT B. SIDWAY
and HENRY T. SIDWAY, citizens of the United
States, residing at Chicago, in the county of
Cook and State of Illinois, have invented a
certain new and useful Improvement in Ta-

- bles or Stands, of which the following is a

- specification.
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The objeects of the invention are to con-
struct a table or stand that can be converted
from one having the standard or support at
the center to one having the standard or sup-
port at one end, and this without ineconven-
ienceand troublein'making the change, there-
by combining in onestructure atable or stand
adapted forordinary use with a central stand-
ard or:support, or for use with a bed, lounge,
or other article of furniture over which the

“top of the table or stand can be projected for

20

25

30

use, to so support the top of thetable orstand
as to enable it to be tipped at any angle of
inclination desired or into approximately a
vertical position, so as to be set away and oe-
cupy but a small space, to permit the top of
the table orstand to be turned in a horizontal
plane, so as to extend lengthwise or cross-
wise of the base, to have the parts which en-
ter into the construction of the table or stand
separable one from the other for taking the
table or stand apart or knocking it down for

- shipment or storing away and at the same

" time have the parts assembled ‘without any
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special skill on the part of the one who sets
the stand up, and to improve generally the
construction and operation of the parts of
the table or stand as a whole.

The invention consists in the features of
construction and combination of parts here-
inafter described and claimed.

In the drawings illustrating the invention,
Figure 1 is a side elevation showing the table
or stand with its top.in a horizontal planeand
at a point of low adjustment and with the
clutch for enabling the top to be turned at
an inclination engaged; Fig. 2, a similar view
to Fig. 1 with the top raised into a higher
plane as compared with the position of the

\ . top in Fig. 1 and with the clutch which en-
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ables the top to be turned at any desired an-

gle of inclination disengaged; Fig. 3, a de--

tail in sectional elevation showing the top of
the table or stand setinclined; Fig. 4, an en-

t

larged detail showing the clutch for enabling
the top of the table or stand to be set at an
inclination or be held in a horizontal plane;
and Fig. 5, a detail of the clasp and its stud
or tenon for turning the top of the table or

-stand lengthwise or crosswise, as may be de-

sired. .
The table or stand is constructed with a
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top-A, of wood or other suitable material, of

the required dimensionsasto length, breadth,
and thickness for the requirements of the ta-
ble or stand in use. The under, side of the
top at the ends and centrally of its width in
the construction shown has secured thereto
loops or stirrups a, one near each end, and

‘into these loops or stirrups is entered and se-

cured the ends of a rod. or tube B, so as to
have the rod central of the top longitudinally.
The tube or rod B has thereon a clasp C, in
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which the rod can be locked fixedly by a set- .

‘serew b or in any other suitable manner 8o

long as the construction is one which will

permit, the rod to slide in the clasp or head
when the clamping devige is released to the
full limit of the space between the loops or
stirrups at each end, so that the top can have
the clasp or head at its-center, or can be slid
endwise, so as to have the clasp or head at
either end, as may be desired.

The setting of the top of the table or stand

at an inclination is attained in the arrange-
ment shown by means of a elutch formed of:

two sections D and E, of a construction which,
-with the sections of the clutch disengaged,
allows the top to be tirned at an incline, and
with the sections engaged holds the top in its
adjusted position, Thesection D of theclutch,

as shown, has a tubular socket or head d,

into which is entered a stud or tenon ¢, pro-
jecting from the clasp or tenon G, which per-
mits the table-top to be swung ‘or turned so
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as to stand endwise or crosswise of the base °

or in such other position as may be desired,
and,asshown,the table-top after being turned
into the desired position isheld in that posi-

tion by a set-screw or bolt ¢’ passing through .
.the wall of the socket or head d for its end

to engage the face of the stud or tenon, as
shown in Fig. 5. The section D of the clutch
has'an ear or disk d', having on its inner face
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an annular rim or wall d? with a serrated or.

toothed edge, and the section E of the clutch
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has a socket or head ¢ and an ear or disk ¢/,
having on its inner face an annular wall or
rim ¢* with serrations or teeth in its edge, so
that when the serrations or teeth of the rims
or walls d” and ¢* are engaged, as shown in
Figs. 1 and 4, the two sections of the cluteh
will be locked one to the other, and with the
serrations or teeth of the rims or walls disen-
gaged, asshown in Fig. 2, the section D of the
clutch can be turned so as to set the top of
the table at an incline on either side of the
standard. The sections of the clutch when
interlocked are held in engagement in the
construction shown by a rod or bolt F, one
end of which is firmly secured in the ear or
disk d' for the body of the bolt or stem to
pass-through the ear or disk ¢’ and extend
beyond the face of the ear or disk, and, as
shown, the extreme end of the bolt or stem
has screw-threaded thereon an adjusting-nut
J, between which and the face of the ear or
disk isa coil-spring f', havingasufficient ten-
sion to draw and hold the twou sections of the
cluteh in engagement. The clutch-sections
are disengaged by pressing on the end of the
bolt or stem so as to force the clutch-section
D away fronr the cluteh-section E sufficiently
to separate the two serrated or toothed rims
or walls, as shown in Fig. 2, and with the re-
lease of the pressiire thespringactsand forces
the serrated or toothed rims or walls into en-
gagement. By advancing the nut the spring
can be contracted, so as to act and firmly lock
the clutch-sections together and make a tight
and solid econnection. :
The socket or head ¢ of the clutch-seetion
E has entered thereinto and secured therein

the upper end of a sliding rod or tube G, which-

rod or tube enters a tubular post or standard
H, so that the rod or tube and the post or

standard together form an extensible stand-’
The upper.

ard or support for the table-top.
end of the tubular post or standard H has
thereon a socket or guide /i, through which
the rod or tube G passes, and, as shown, the
rod or tube G is held in its adjusted position

when raised or lowered by a set-screw g pass-

ing through the wall of the guide or socket
for its end to engage the face of the sliding
rod or tube. The lower end of the post or
standard H is entered into a socket or head
I, extending out from which on four sides are
legs I', each leg having in the construction
shown a caster-wheel 2 to rest on the floor:
The legs furnish a bearing for the .table or
stand when the standard or upright is at the
center of the top; but with the standard or
upright at one end of the top an additional
support must be provided, and for this pur-
pose the lower end of the socket or head I in
the construction shown is in the form of a
square tenon ¢, which enters a corresponding
hole in the inner end of a supplementary leg
J, and the inner end of the supplementary
leg can be locked to the tenon by a set-screw
J,as shown, or in'any other suitable manner.
The supplementary leg must have a length

for its outer end to extend a sufficient dis-
tance outward to form a support which will
prevent the table from tipping when the top
is overhung, and this supplementary leg is
detachably connected, so that it can be at-
tached and detached, according as to whether
the table or stand is to have a central-sup-
ported top or an overhung top, and the exact

manner shown for attaching and detaching-

the supplementary leg can be changed so
long as the leg and its conneection is one that
will furnish a lengthened bearing or support
for the base for use with the table or stand
when changed so as to have its top overhung.

The operation is as follows: For use as a
table or stand having a central standard or
support for its top the parts are arranged
with the clasp at the center of the sliding
horizontal rod, as shown in Fig. 1, and when

the top is to be level or in a horizontal plane

the clutch between the top and the upright
or standard is engaged so as to support and
maintain the top in a level or horizontal
plane, and to set the top at an inclination
the clutch is disengaged by endwise pressure
on the bolt or stem to separate the two sec-
tions of the clutch, when the table-top can
be turned to theinclination desired, and when
the angle of inclination is reached the pres-
sure on the bolt or stem is removed and the
spring forces the two sections of the clutch
into an engagement, holding the top in its in-
clined position. For use as a table or stand
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having an overhung top the clasp or head on -

the horizontal rod between the top is loosened
sufficiently to permit the rod to slide in the
clasp or head to the limit of the ears or stir-
rups at either end, and when adjusted the

clasp or head is again locked to the rod, so-

that the table-top will overhang from the
standard or upright. - The supplementary leg
is then attached to extend in the direction of
the overhang of the top, completing the ta-
ble or stand for use as one having an over-
hanging top which ean be projected or ex-
tended over a bed, lounge, or other article
where it is necessary or desired to have a ta-
ble orstand for use. It will thus be seen that
the table or stand can be readily changed or
converted from one having its top centrally
supported to one having its top supported at
one end, so as to overhang from the sup-
porting standard or upright, as all that is re-
quired or necessary to make the change is to
loosen the clamp or head for the horizontal
rod underneath the table-top and move such
rod, with the top, endwise, as required, to
bring the top into its overhung position, and

the top ean be returned to have a central sup-,

port by loosening the clasp or head and slid-
ing the rod therein until the clasp or head is
in a central position beneath the top. The
clasp or head is carried by the supporting-
standard or upright and remains in a fixed
relation to the standard or upright, while the
top can be shifted from a center position to
an overhung position in relation to the sta-
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tionafy standard or upright by sliding the

horizontal supporting-rod on the under side
of the top from a central position to an end
position or from an end position to a central
position, according as to whether the top is
to have a central or an overhung relation to
the standard or upright. :

The construction is exceedingly simple and
embodies in the same table or stand and is
also one by which a central supported top or

~ an overhung top can be obtained, and this
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~without any change in the parts, except in

changing the location of the top in relation
to the standard or upright, and such chang-
ing of the top in relation to the standard or
upright does not change the operation of the
parts by which the top ean be turned so‘as
to stand lengthwise or crosswise of the base
or by which the top can be set at different
angles or inclinatien on either side of the
standard or upright, as these parts will oper-

- ate no matter whether the center of the ta-
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ble-top is in line with the standard or up-
right or. whether one end of the table-top is
in line with the standard or upright. :
A table or stand which can be converted
80 as to form a table or stand for use as an
ordinary center table or one adapted for use
over a bed, lounge, or-other article of furni-
ture is valuable and meritorious, as the same

- table can be utilized for both conditions of
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- lation to the top or to have aun end relation
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use. - A .
Thebenefits and advantages of a stationary
or fixed standard or upright and a slidable
table-top for use therewith can be obtained
without following the specific details of con-
struction shown. The rod beneath the table-

top could have its ends turned and provided

with flattened portions for attachment to the
table-top, dispensing with the ears or loops.

The elasp could be of a semispring forma--
-tion, and the form of clutch could be changed,

and these changes would not depart from the
spirit of theinvention, which isa fixed or sta-
tionary standard or upright, and a top slid-
ably mounted so that its relative position to
the standard or upright ecan be changed for
the standard or upright to have a central re-

thereto for the top to overhang. -
What we regard as new, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, is— -
1. In a table or stand, the eombination of
a solid top having a horizontal rod fixedly at-

tached on the under side thereof, a clasp on |.

a

the rod through which the rod can slide and
in which the rod can be held, a standard or
upright and a cluteh conneetion between the
upper end of the standard or upright, and
the clasp, counsisting' of two companion‘sec-
tions, one of which is fixedly attached to the
standard or upright, a connecting bolt or
stem and a retaining-spring by which means
the entire table-top may be tilted, substan-
tially as deseribed.

2. In a table or stand, the combination of
a top, a horizontal rod or tube fixed to the
under side of the top, a clasp provided with
a stud or tenon and mounted on the rod or
tube in which the rod or tube is slidable and
by which the rod or tube is held, a stationary
standard or upright, a elutch connection be-
tween the upper end of the standard or up-
right and theclasp, formed of two sections
each section having a socket, one socket re-
ceiving the stud or tenon on the clagp and the
other socket receiving the upper end of the
standard or upright, a connecting bolt or stem
for the clutch-sections, an adjusting-nut. on
the bolt or stem, and a coil-spring encireling
the bolt or stem between the nut and the

-clateh, substantially as ‘described.

3. In 4 table or stand, the combination of
a top tiltably mounted, a stationary standard

 or upright, a sliding connection between the

top and the standard or upright, a complete
self:supporting base for the standard or up-
right, fitted for attachment thereto of a sup-

plementary leg, and a supplementary leg at-.

tachable to and removable from the base, sub-

-stantially as deseribed.

4. In a table or stand, the combination of

a solid top and a- stationary standard or up-
right, a sliding connection between the top
and the standard or upright by which the top
may be centrally stpported or supported at
either end, a complete self-supporting base
for the standard or upright provided with a
downwardly-extending projection for the at-
tachment thereto of a supplementary leg, and
a supplementary leg for the base attachable
to the base when the top is.supported at one
end and entirely removable from the base
when the top is centrally supported, substan-
tially as described.
- LEVERETT B. SIDWAY.
HENRY T. SIDWAY.-
Witnesses: - N :

‘THOMAS B. MCGREGOR,

-SAMUEL W. BANNING.
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