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METHODS

The present invention relates to methods for preparing thiazolopyrimidine compounds,
intermediate compounds used in such methods, thiazolopyrimidine compounds so prepared
5 and their use in therapy.
In our published PCT patent application WO-01/25242 we describe pharmaceutically

active compounds of the general formula I
NRR’
. S XN
© | )\
: ~
N™ “N” “s—rR'

H ®

10
and pharmaceutically acceptable salts and solvates thereof, and methods for their preparation.

Such methods include treatment of & compound of fornmla
L

S XN
HN
: _<\N | N/)\S-R1

15 where L is a leaving group such as chlorine, with an amine HNR™R®.

We have now devised an advantageous process for preparing compounds of the
formula I This novel process involves protection of the thiazole nitrogen atom and gives an
improved yield of final product when compared with the prior art method described in WO-
01/25242. By way of example for a compound of the above formula we have achieved

20 displacement of a chlorine leaving group by a group NR’R® and subsequent conversion of the
2-amino group to a carbonyl group, with about 40% overall yield. In contrast we have
achieved about 70% overall yield for the same product starting from a compound of formula

IV as set out hereinafter and wherein the leaving group L is chlorine.

25 Therefore in a first aspect of the invention we provide a method for the preparation of

a compound of formula (I) or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or solvate thereof:
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NR°R®

S XN

o= ||
N N/)\S—R1
H ®

in which

R’ represents a Cs-C; carbocyclic, Ci-Cg alkyl, Co-Cs alkenyl or C-Ce alkynyl group, each of
the groups being optionally substituted by one or more substituent groups independently
selected from halogen atoms, -OR?, -NR’R®, -CONR’R, -COOR’, -NR*COR’, -SR™,
-SO.R"", -SO,NRR®, -NR*SO,R’ or an aryl or heteroaryl group, both of which may be
optionally substituted by one or more substituents independently selected from halogen
atomns, cyano, nitro, -OR*, -NR'R®, -CONR’R®, -COOR’, -NR*COR’, -SR", -SO,R™,
-SONR’R®, -NR®SO,R’, C;-Cs alkyl or triffuoromethyl groups;

R and R? each independently represent a hydrogen atom, or a Cs-C; carbocyelic,

Ci-Cs alkyl, C,-Cs alkenyl or C,-Cs alkynyl group, the latter four groups may be optionally
substituted by one or more substituent groups independently selected from:

(@  halogen atoms, -OR’, -NR'R?, -CONR’R®, -COOR’, -NR*COR’, -SR", -SO,R"’,
-SONR’R’, -NR*SOR’;

(b)  a3-8 membered ring optionally containing one or more atoms selected from O, S, NR®
andritself optionally substituted by C;-Cs-alkyl or halogen; or

(c) an aryl group or heteroaryl group each of which may be optionally substituted by one
or more substituents independently selected from halogen atoms, cyano, nitro, -OR", -NRSRé,
-CONR’R®, -NRECOR’, -SO,NR’R®, -NR®SO,R?, C;-Cs alkyl and trifluoromethyl groups;
R* represents hydrogen, Cy-Cs alkyl or a phenyl group the latter two of which may be
optionally substituted by one or more substituent groups independently selected from halogen
atons, phenyl, -OR*? and -NRR™.

R® and R independently represent a hydrogen atom or a C;-Cs alkyl or phenyl group
the latter two of which may be optionally substituted by one or more substituent groups
independently selected from halogen atoms, phenyl, -OR* and -NR¥R', -CONR"R’,
NRECORY, -SONRMRY, NRISSO,R!S
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or
R3and R®to gether with the nitrogen atom to which they are attached form a 4- to

7-membered saturated heterocyclic ring system optionally containing a further heteroatom

selected from oxygen and nitrogen atoms, which ring system may be optionally substituted by

5 one or more substituent groups independently selected from phenyl, -OR™, -COOR", -
NRYR', .CONRR', -NRCOR'S, -SONRPR®, NR¥SO.R" or C;-C alkyl, itself

optionally substituted by one or more substituents independently selected from halogen atoms

and -NR™R* and -OR" groups;

R represents a hydrogen atom or a Cy-Cg-alky! or a phenyl group, the Tatter two of which

10 muy be optionally substituied by one or more substituent groups independently selected from

halogen atoms, phenyl, -OR'7 and -NR¥R*; and
each of R, Rg, Rg, RY, Rn, RE, R RS, RIS, RY independently represents a hydrogen atom
or a C;-Cg alkyl, or a phenyl group;
which method comprises contacting
15
L

S XN
o= |
N N/)\S—R1
H v

wherein L is a leaving group
with a thiazole nitrogen protecting group reagent under appropriate reaction conditions to

20 form a compound of the formula

L

S XN
o= |
'I\l N/)\S—R1

PG m
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wherein PG is a protecting group,
reacting the compound of formula 11T with an amine of formmula HNR*R?

to form a compound of formula

NRR®
S \N
o= 1L
'T' N~ ~s—R'
5 PG 1

and deprotection of the compound of fornula I to give a compound of the formula I, and
simultaneous or sequential conversion to a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or solvate thereof.

Convenient leaving groups will he apparent to the chemist of ordinary skill, such as

10 disclosed in ‘Advanced Organic Chemistry’, 4% edition, J. March, Wiley-Interscience (1992).
Such groups will include halogen atoms such as chlorine or bromine. Chlorine is a preferred
leaving group for use in the invention.

Additional protection may be provided for the amine of formula HNR*R® for example
where R* and/or R® comprises a hydroxy or amino group. By way of non-limiting example

15 we refer to Example 3(d) where a particular diol is introduced and protected via the
compound (2,2,5-trimethyl- 1,3-dioxan-5-yl)amine.

Convenient protecting groups will be apparent to the chemist of ordinary skill. It will
be appreciated that the more stable the resulting product upon protection the likelihood of
increased difficulty in removing the protecting group afterwards. Additionally, some

20 resulting products upon protection may not be sufficiently stable to isolation by standard
Jahoratory methods. The protection and deprotection of functional groups is fully described
in “Protective Groups in Organic Synthesis’, 2nd edition, T. W. Greene & P. G. M. Wats,
Wiley-Interscience (1991).

Examples of suitable protecting groups for the given transformations, to provide

25 compounds of fornmla I, involving removal under appropriate hydrolytic conditions are [with
suitable protecting group agents indicated in square brackets] methoxymethyl [chloromethyl
methyl ether], and particularly ethoxymethyl [chloromethyl ethyl ether or diethoxymethane],
benzyloxymethyl [benzyl chloromethyl ether], pivaloyloxymethyl [chloromethyl pivalate],
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2-(trimethylsilyl)ethoxymethyl [2-(trimethylsilyDethoxymethyl chloride], 1-(ethoxy)ethyl
[ethyl vinyl ether] and 2-tetrahydropyranyl [3,4-dihydro-(2H)-pyran]. Bach individual
protecting group listed above and its use represents a particular independent aspect of the
invention. Base-assisted removal of the 2-(phenylsulfonyl)ethyl [phenyl vinyl sulfone]
protecting group under non-aqueous conditions is a suitable method for achieving these
transformations.

The approach is also suited to catalytic reduction methods for removal of appropriate
protecting groups. Such protecting groups include benzyl, diphenylmethyl, triphenylmethyl
and benzyloxymethyl. Allyl as a protecting group can be removed under metal-assisted
conditions and 4;methoxybcnzy1, 2 4-dimethoxybenzyl and di(4-methoxyphenyl)methyl can
be removed under oxidative conditions. Acyl, benzoyl, pyrrolidinylmethyl and urea-type
protecting groups are other examples that can be removed under appropriate hydrolytic
conditions. Representative chloroformate reagents do not yield a carbarmate protecting group,
for example a benzylchloroformate reagent is found to yield a benzy! protecting group.

In the context of the present specification, unless otherwise indicated, an alkyl or
alkenyl group or an alkyl or alkenyl moiety in a substituent group may be linear or branched.
Aryl groups include phenyl and naphthyl. Heteroaryl groups include 5- or 6-membered
aromatic rings containing one or more heteroatoms selected from N, S, and O. Examples
include pyridine, pyrimidine, thiazole, oxazole, pyrazole, imidazolé, furan.

Certain compounds of formula (I) are capable of existing in stereoisomeric forms. It
will be understood that the methods of the invention may be used with all geometric and
optical isomers of the compounds of formula (T} and mixtures thereof including racemates.
The scientist of ordinary skill will be able to select appropriate intermediate compounds to
introduce the appropriate stereochemistry for -NR’R® and R! (if appropriate).

Particular compounds of formula (I) are those in which R represents an optionally
substituted benzyl group. More particularly R represents benzyl or benzyl substituted by one
or more Cq-Cs alkyl, C;-Cg alkoxy or halogen atoms.

When R? and R® represent a group substituted by one or more 3-8 membered rings
optionally containing one or more atoms selected from O, S or NR®, examples of such groups
include piperidine, pyrrolidine, piperazine and morpholine.

Conveniently one of R? or R® is hydrogen and the other is Ci-Cy alky! substituted by
hydroxy and one or more methyl or ethyl groups. More conveniently one of R*orR%is
hydrogen and the other is CH(CH;)CH,OH, CH(Et)CH,OH, C(CH;),CH,OH or
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CH(CH,OH),. When one of R or R* is hydrogen and the other is CH(CHs)CHOH or
CH(Et)CH,OH the resulting compounds of formmula (I) are particularly in the form of the (R)
isomer.

Particular compounds of the formula I for use in the method of the invention include
those wherein R! represents a (2,3-difluorophenyl)methyl group and R? and R® together
represent a Cy.g alkyl group optionally substituted by one or more substituent groups
independently selccted from -OR” wherein R? represents hydrogen or a Cy. alkyl group.

Further particular compounds of the formula I include compounds of the formula Ta

Ia

wherein each R¥ is independently selected from hydrogen, a C14 alkyl group optionally
substituted by hydroxy, amino, -O-Cy4 alkyl, -S-Cy 4 alkyl, -N-Cy.4 alkyl, ~NHSO2R, or -
CONR, and provided that both R* are not hydrogen or amino.

More particular compounds of the invention are wherein each R¥* is independently
selected from hydrogen and hydroxymethyl, provided that both R* are not hydrogen.

The invention also provides novel salts of the above compounds namely the potassium
salt of the compound wherein one R*is hydrogen and the other is hydroxymethyl (cf.
Example 2) and both the sodium and potassium salts of the compound wherein both R¥ are
hydroxymethyl (Exarples 3 and 4).

Compounds of the formula II are novel and represent a further aspect of the nvention.

Preparation of a compound of the formula I via deprotection of a compound of the
formula IT is novel and represents a further aspect of the invention.

Compounds of the formula IIT are novel and represent a further aspect of the

invention.
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- 7.

Preparation of a compound of the formula 1T via reaction of a compound of the
formula IIT with an amine of formula HNR,R; is novel and represents a further aspect of the
invention.

Compounds of the formula IV are novel (except for 7-chloro-53-[[(2,3-

5 difluorophenyl)methyl]thio]thiazolo[4,5-d]pyrimidin-2-(3H)-one) and represent a further

aspect of the invention. They are conveniently prepared by reaction of a compound of

formula
@)
>
RO
~
HN™ N7 “s—R'
10 v

with a reagent providing a leaving group L.
Such reaction represents a further independent aspect of this invention.
Compounds of the formula V are novel and represent a further aspect of the invention.

15 They are conveniently prepared by reaction of a compound of formula

VI

with a halocarbonylsulfenylhalide. Convenient halogen atoms are independently selected
20 from chlorine and bromine, chlorine is a preferred halogen atom and
chlorocarbonylsulfenylchloride is a preferred reagent.
Such reaction represents a further independent aspect of this invention.
Compounds of forrmula VI are novel and represent a further, independent aspect of the

invention, they are conveniently prepared by reaction of a compound of formula




005182377

o0
o (@]
& H
Ve
o, | N
Q
N H\ /)\
W N~ N s—H
N ;L |

with a compound of formula L- R', wherein L is a leaving group and R' is as hereinbefore
defined.
Such reaction is known for reaction of the compound of formula VII with a compound
5 L-R' wherein L is bromine and R' is (2,3-difluorophenyl)methyl, this is disclosed in our WO-
03/24966.

The compound of formula VII is conveniently provided as the monohydrate (cf. Example

2004296241

1 (a)) and is commercially available, for example from Aldrich, Acros or Lancaster.

In a further aspect of the invention we provide the preparation of a compound of formula

0 I from a compound of Formula V, via compounds of Formula [V, III, I1, using methods as set out
hereinbefore.

In a further aspect of the invention we provide the preparation of a compound of formula
I from a compound of Formula VI, via compounds of Formula V, IV, III, II, using methods as set
out hereinbefore.

5 In a further aspect of the invention we provide the preparation of a compound of formula
I from a compound of Formula VII, via compounds of Formula VI, V, IV, 111, II, using methods
as set out hereinbefore.

As used herein, except where the context requires otherwise, the term "comprise” and
variations of the term, such as "comprising”, "comprises" and "comprised", are not intended to

20 exclude other additives, components, integers or steps.

Reference to any prior art in the specification is not, and should not be taken as, an
acknowledgment, or any form of suggestion, that this prior art forms part of the common general
knowledge in Australia or any other jurisdiction or that this prior art could reasonably be
expected to be ascertained, understood and regarded as relevant by a person skilled in the art.

25 The invention will now be illustrated but not limited by the following Examples:

-10-
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Example 1
5-[[(2,3-diflnorophenyl)methyl]thio]-7-[[(1R)-2-hydroxy-1-
methvlethylfamino]thiazelo[4,5-d]pyrimidin-2(3H)-one

(a)  G-amino-2-[[(2,3-difluorophenyl)methylithio]-4-pyrimidinol

H OH
& = &
H | e HN | (]\s’\©ﬁ
HO

To a stirred suspension of 4-amino-6-hydroxy-2-mercaptopyrimidine monohydrate
(67.7g) in a mixture of water (920ml) and tetrahydrofuran (300ml) was added aqueous
sodium hydroxide solution (46-48% w/w; 24ml) followed by water (40ml). The resulting
hazy, pale yellow solution was cooled to 20 °C before adding 2,3-difluorobenzyl bromide
(83.0g) uniformly over 25 minutes, to yield a white precipitate. The mixture was stirred at
ambient temperature for 3.5 hours, the product collected and washed twice with a mixture of
water (68ml) and tetrahydrofuran (24ml), to afford the title compound as a white solid
(101.89g).
'H NMR: § (DMSO-d6) 11.45 (1H, br.s), 7.44 (1H, 1), 7.34 (1H, m), 7.15 (1H, m), 6.58 (2H,
br.s), 5.01 (1H, s}, 4.39 (2H, s).

(b)y  7-amino-5-{[(2,3-difluorophenylymethyl]thio][1,3]oxathiole[5,4-d]pyrimidin-2-one

oH
SN
s
HzN/fN;\s F ’ | N i
HaN N)\S/\©/F

To a stitred suspension of 6-amino-2-[[(2,3-difluorophenyl)methyl]thio]-4-
pyrimidinol (9.58g) in tetrahydrofuran (96ml) was added chlorocarbonylsulfenyl chloride
(4.89g) over 7 minutes, followed by tetrahydrofuran (2ml). The reaction mixture was stirred
for 40 minutes and the resulting precipitate collected by filtration, washing twice with
tetrahydrofuran (19ml), to afford the title compound as a pale yellow solid (11.31g).

'H NMR: & (DMSO-d6) 7.89 (1H, br.s), 7.45 (1H, t), 7.34 (1H, m), 7.16 (1H, m), 5.82
(1H, br.s), 4.39 (2H, s).

-11-
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() 7-chloro-5-[[(2,3-difluorophenyl)methyl]thio]thiazolo[4,5-d]pyrimidin-2-(3H)-one

8]
Y F SfN F
f —_—
/)\S F O=<H |N/)\S/\ i AF

To a stirred suspension of 7-armino-5-[[(2,3-
dﬁluorophenyl)meﬂnjl]thio] [1,3]oxathiolo[5,4-d]pyrimidin-2-one (5.03g) and
benzyltrimethylammonium chloride (2.58g) in acetonitrile (25ml) at 50 °C, was first added
N N-diethylaniline (2.46g) followed by acetonitrile (5ml), and then phosphorus oxychloride
(7.41g) followed by acetonitrile (Sml). The reaction mixture was heated to reflux and
maintained at this temperature for 36 hours, before cooling to ambient temperature and adding
to water (25ml) at 50 °C with stirring over 30 minutes. An additional acetonitrile (Sml) rinse
of the reaction vessel was added to the drown-out mixture, before heating (o 75 °C. and slowly
cooling to 25 °C at <0.5 °C/min. The resulting mixture was held at 25 °C for 30 minutes and
then collected by filtration, washing four times with water (25ml), to afford the title
compound as an off-white solid (3.5g).

'H NMR: & (DMSO-d6) 7.45 (1H, ), 7.38 (1H, m), 7.22 (1H, m), 4.50 H, s), 3.43 (1H,
br.s).

d) 5-[[(2,3-difluorophenyl)methyl]thio]-7-[[(1R)-2-hydroxy-1-methylethyl]amino]-3-
(tetrahydro-2H-pyran-2-yl)thiazelo[4,5-d]pyrimidin-2-(3H)-one

HI&Aér O#f)\ﬁ _*o=<fi/m

-12-
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@) To a stirred suspension of
7-chloro-5-[[(2,3-difluorophenylymethyl] thio] thiazolo[4,5-d] pyrimidin-2-(3H)-one (5g) and
p-totuenesulfonic acid (29.4mg) in toluene (40ml) at 60 °C was added 3,4-dihydro-2H-pyran
(1.83g) over 1 hour. The reaction mixture was held at 60 °C for 2 hours and then cooled at
0.5 °C/min to ambient temperature. Saturated aqueous sodium bicarbonate solution (20ml)
was first added to the reaction mixture, before stirring for 1 hour. The settled phases were
separated and the organic solution further treated with saturated brine (20ml). The brine
phase was removed and toluene (2ml) added to the remaining organic phase to give a clear
orange solution of 7-chloro-5-{[(2,3-difluorophenyl)methyl]thio]-3-(tetrahydro-2 H-pyran-2-
yDthiazolo[4,5-d]pyrimidin-2-(3H)-one. (44.5ml).
(i)  To aportion of the clear orange sofution (10ml) was added tetrahydrofuran (Sml),
sodium carbonate (0.70g) and (D)-alaninol (0. 49g). The stirred reaction mixture was heated
to 60 °C for 1.5 hours and then further heated to 65 °C for 24 hours. Water (10ml) was added
to the reaction mixture at 60 °C and stirring continued for 1 hour. The settled aqueous phase
was removed and cyclohexane (15ml) added to the stirred reaction mixture over 1 hour at 60
°C, during which time the product crystallised. The resulting mixture was stirred at 60 °C for
a further 2 hours, cooled to ambient temperature at 0.25 °C/min and then cooled to 0-5 °C.
The crystallised product was isolated, washed twice with toluene (3mi), to afford the title
compound as an off-white solid (1.15g).

'H NMR: & (DMSOQ-d6) 7.50 (1H, br.s), 7.41 (1H, 1), 7.33 (1H, m), 7.15 (1H, m), 5.54
(1H, d), 4.76 (111, br.s), 4.44 (2H, 5), 4.22 (1H, br.m), 4.00 (1H, d), 3.56 (1H, m), 3.43 (1H,

m), 3.34 (1H, m), 2.71 (1H, m), 1.90 (1], br.d), 1.62 (211, br.d), 1.48 (2H, br.m), 1.10 (3H, d).

(&)  5-[[(2,3-difluorophenyl)methyl]thio}-7-[[(1R)-2-hydroxy-1-
methylethyl]Jamino]thiazolo[4,3-d]pyrimidin-2-(3H)-one

iSO H

=<f/x L — =T g
@ A@ #nfw*s“fj

13-
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To a stirred solution of 5-[[(2,3-diflucrophenyl)methyl]thio]-7-[[(1R)-2-hydroxy-1-
methylethyl]amino]-3-(tetrehydro-2H-pyran-2-yl)thiazolo[4,5-d] pyrimidin-2-(3H)-one
(10.0g) in acetonitrile (200w), water (36ml) and tetrabydrofuran (30ml) at 65 °C was added
1M hydrochloric acid (23.25ml) over 3 hours. The product crystallised during the addition
time. The mixture was cooled to 25 °C and the product collected by filtration, washing firstly
with water (30ml) then acetonitrile (30ml), to afford the title compound as an off-white solid
(7.79g).

'H NMR: 8 (DMSO-d6) 12.41 (1H, br.5), 7.35 (3H, m), 7.15 (1H, m), 4.73 (1H, m),
4.40 (2H, m), 4.21 (1H, br.m), 3.44 (1H, m), 3.37 (1H, m), 1.09 (3H, d).

Example 2

5-[[(2,3-diflnorophepyhmethyl]thie]-7-[[(1R)-2-hvdrexy-1-
methvlethvllamino]thiazolo[4.5-d[pyrimidin-2(3H)-one, potassium salt

(a) 5-[[(2,3-difluorophenyl)methyl}thio]-7-[[ (LR)-2-hydroxy-1-methylethyl]amino]-3-
[2-(phenylsulfonyl)ethyl]thiazolo[4,5-d]pyrimidin-2-(3H)-one

| H
] HN/\/OH
X KT ~
SN 3 = F N F
o= | NP o= ]
=<ﬁ N¢]\S F \ /\g N\ N/)\S/\©/F
Ox,
Of'S\Ph D?S\Ph
o]

To a stirred suspension of 7-chloro-5-[[(2,3-difluorophenyl)methyl]thio]thiazolo[4,5-
d)pyrimidin-2-(3H)-one (31.62g), as prepared in Example 1 (c) above, in butyronitrile
(150ml) at room temperature was added diisopropylethylamine (16ml, 1.0eq), forming a
solution. A butyronitrile line wash was applied (10ml). Phenylvinylsulfone (20g, 1.3eq) was
dissolved in butyronitrile (80ml) in a separate flask and this solution was added to the vessel,
followed by a line wash with butyronitrile (70ml). The orange solution was heated to an
internal temperature of 100°C. After 18 hours HPLC showed almost complete consumption
of the starting material (3.36% 7-chloro-5-[[(2,3-diflnorophenyl)methyl]thio]thiazolo[4,5-
dJpyrimidin-2-(3H)-one remained)*. At this point further diisopropylethylamine (16ml,
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1.0eq) was added to the mixture at 50°C, followed by a small line wash of butyronitrile (Sml).
D-alaninol (9.25mLs, 1.3eq) was added, followed by a line wash of butyronitrile (Sml). After
6.5 brs HPLC showed almost complete conversion of the reaction intermediate (2.52% 7-
chloro-5-[[(2,3-difluorophenyl)methyl]thio]-3-[2-(phenylsulfonylethyljthiazolo[4,5-
d]pyrimidin-2-(3H)-one remained). The reaction was allowed to cool from 100 to 50°C over
6.5hrs and held at 50°C under nitrogen for 64 hrs. In order to get a homogeneous sample the
reaction was re-heated to 100°C (1.19% 7-chloro-5-[[(2,3-difluorophenylymethyljthio]-3-[2-
(phenylsulfonyl)ethyl]thiazolo[4,5-d]pyrimidin-2-(3H)-one present by HPLC). The reaction
was cooled from 100 to 50°C over 1 hr and water (200mLs) was added. A precipitate was
observed. The mixture was cooled from 50°C to 20°C over 2 hrs. The precipitate was ‘aged’
at 20°C for 1 hr and collected by filtration. The ‘cake’ was washed with 1:1
water/butyronitrile (70ml) twice, then with butyronitrile (35ml). The solid was then dried on
the filter for 30mins, collected and dried in a vacuum oven overnight at 50°C. A pale yellow
solid 5-J[(2,3-difluorophenylymethyl]thio]-7-[[( 1R)-2-hydroxy-1-methylethylJamino]-3-[2-
(phenylsulfonyl)ethyl]thiazolo[4,5-d]pyrimidin-2-(3H)-one was obtained with 88% yield
(44.33g, HPLC area = 98.75%). !

'H NMR: & (DMSO-d6) 1.09 (d, 3H), 1.25 (m, 1E), 3.37 (dquin, 2H), 3.80 (, 2H),
4.13 (t, 2H), 4.20 (m, 1H), 4.39 (s, 2H), 475 (t, 1H), 7.15 (m, 1H), 7.33 (m, 2H), 7.46 (d, 1H),
755 (t, 2H), 7.6 (t, 15), 7.82 (d, 2H).

(b)  Isolation of intermediate 7-chloro-5-[[(2,3-difluorophenylmethyl]thio]-3-[2-
(phenylsulfonyl)ethyl]thiazolo[4,5-d]pyrimidin-2-(3H)-one

This may be achieved by following the process as outlined in (a) above but adding
water to mixture at 50°C (at point *). The mixture is then cooled to room ternperature
producing a precipitate which is isolated by filtration.
11 NMR: 8 (DMSO-d6) 3.86 (1, 2H), 4.21(t, 2H), 4.49 (s, 2H), 7.20 (m, 1H), 7.37 (m, 2H),
7.55 (t, 2H), 7.65 (¢, 1H), 7.83 (d, 2H).
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© Preparation of 5-[[(2,3-difluorophenylymethyljthio]-7-[[(1R)-2-hydroxy-1-
methylethyllamino]lthiazolo[4,5-d1pyrimidin-2(3H)-one, potassium salt

0=<S | N . . HN
1 NAS/\©/F O=<N l //Nk i F
|
A AN
o° “Ph

To a stirred suspension of 5-[[(2,3-difluorophenylmethyl]thio]-7-[[(LR)-2-hydroxy-1-
methylethyl] amino]-3-[2-(phenylsulfonyl)ethyl]thiazolo[4,5-d] pyrimidin-2-(3H)-one (2.0g,
1.0eq), as prepared in Example 2(a) above, in propan-2-ol (25.5ml) at room temperature under
nitrogen, was added potassium ¢-butoxide (0.449, 1.05eq). The resulting suspension was
10 heated to an internal temperature of 75-78°C (reflux). After 1.5 hours at this temperature,
water (4.5ml) was added and the reaction became a solution. The reaction was reheated to
75-78°C before sampling for HPLC analysis. The sample showed almost complete
consumption of the starting material (0.36% 5-[[(2,3-difluorophenyl)ymethyl]thio]-7-[[(1R)-2-
hydroxy-1-methylethyl]amino]-3-[2-(phenylsulfonyl)ethyl] thiazolo[4,5-d]pyrimidin-2-(3H)-
15 one remained). The reaction was allowed to cool, seeded at 50°C with 5-[[(2,3-
difluorophenyl)methyl]thio]-7-[[(1R)-2-hydroxy-1-methylethyl]amino] thiazolo[4,5-
d]pyrimidin-2-(3H)-one, potassium salt (2mgs) and then cooled to room temperature. The
precipitate was ‘aged’ at room temperature for 1 hour before filtering. The cake was washed
with propan-2-ol (3 x 4ml). The white solid was collected and dried in a vacuum oven over
20 night at 50°C. This process yielded 63% (0.96g) of a white solid which was of high purity
(99.65% by HPLC area).
'H NMR: § (DMSO-d6) 1.06 (d, 3H), 3.26-3.43 (m, 2H), 4.09 (quin, TH), 4.34 (m,
2H), 4.65 (bs, 1H), 5.59 (d, 1H), 7.12 (g, 1H), 7.28 (q, 1H),7.37 (t, 1H).
Alternatively, the compound of Example 1(e) may be reacted with potassium

25 hydroxide to give the title compound.
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Example 3
5-[[(2,3-difluorophenyhmethyl]thio]-7-[[-2-hydroxy-1-(hydroxymethyl)-1-
methvlethyllamino]thiazolo[4,5-d]pvyrimidin-2(3H)-one, sodium salt

(@  5-[[(2,3-diftuorophenyl)methyl]thio]-3-[2-(phenylsulfonyl)ethyl]-7-[(2,2,5-
trimethyl-1,3-dioxan-5-yl)amino]thiazolo[4,5-d]pyrimidin-2(3H)-one

To a stirred suspension of 7-chloro-5-[[(2,3-difluorophenyl)methyl]thio]thiazolo[4,5-
d]pyrimidin-2-(3H)-one, prepared as shown in Example 1, steps (a) to (), (1.0g, 1.0eq) in
butyronitrile (15ml) at room temperature under nitrogen, was added ditsopropylethylamine
(0.5ml, 1.0eq), forming a solution. Phenylvinylsulfone (0.63g, 1.3eq) was added to the
vessel. The orange solution was heated to an internal temperature of 100°C. After 18 hours
HPLC showed almost complete consumption of the starting material (0.93% 7-chloro-5-
[[(2,3-difluorophenyl)methyl]thio]thiazolo[4,5-d]pyrimidin-2-(3H)-one remained). At this
point further diisopropylethylamine (0.5ml, 1.0eq) was added to the mixture at 50°C, followed
by (2,2,5-trimethyl-1,3-dioxan-5-yl)amine (0.63g, 1.5eq). (2,2,5-trimethyl-1,3-dioxan-5-
yDamine is disclosed in J. Nat. Prod, 1999, 62, 963-968.

After over night stir at 100°C HPLC showed incomplete consumption of the reaction
intermediate (32.56% 7-chloro-5-[[(2,3~difluorophenyl)methyI]thio]-3-[2-
(phenylsulfonylethyl]thiazolo[4,5-d]pyrimidin-2-(3H)-one remained). A further portion of
(2,2,5-trimethyl-1,3-dioxan-5-ylyamine (0.21g, 0.5eq) was added. The reaction took another 4
days at 100°C by which time the HPLC showed <10% of the intermediate (7.80% 7-chloro-5-
[[(2,3-difluorophenylmethyl]thio]-3-[2-(phenylsulfonylethyl] thiazolo[4,5-d] pyrimidin-2-
(3H)-one, as well as 13.42% of 5-[[(2,3-difluorophenyl)methyl]thio]-7-[[2-hydroxy-1-
(hydroxymethyl)-1-methylethyl]amino]-3-[2-(phenylsulfonyl)ethyl] thiazolo[4,5-d]pyrimidin-
2(3H)-one where the acetonide had cleaved in situ). The reaction was allowed to cool from
100 to 50°C. Whilst at 50°C water (10ml) was added. No precipitate was observed. The
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layers were separated, organic layer washed further with water (10ml), dried over MgSQOs,
filtered and evaporated to dryness to give an orange oil.

Purification was achieved by chromatography over silica eluting with 20 — 30% ethyl
acetate / fhexane on silica to yield a white solid.

'H NMR: & (DMSQ-d6) 1.27 (s, 3H), 1.33 (5,3H), 1.36 (s, 3H), 3.67 (d, 2H), 3.82 (1,
2H), 4.14 (m, 4H), 4.38 (s, 2H), 7.20 (m, 2H), 7.34 (t, 2H), 7.54 (t, 2H), 7.66 (t, 1H), 7.81 (d,
2H).

()  5-[[(2,3-difluorophenyDmethyl]thio]-7-[[2-hydroxy-1-(hydroxymethyl)-1-
methylethyllamino]-3-[2-(phenylsulfonyl)ethyl]thiazolo[4,5-d |pyrimidin-2(3H)-one

OWL OH
HN/{/\/O HN/F/OH
S Xy E Sy F
<AL, —= <
N N/)\S/\©/F N N/)\S F
o) Oz
S “Ssp

=
AN ',
o

[¢]

5-[[(2,3-difluorophenyDmethyl]thio] -3-[2-(phenylsulfonylethyl]-7-[(2,2,5-trimethyl-1,3-
dioxan-5-yhamino]thiazolo[4,5-d]pyrimidin-2(3H)-one (0.19g) was subjected to stirring
under nitrogen with THF (2ml), and 1M HC1 (2ml). After an hour stirring at room
temperature HPLC revealed that the deprotection was complete (0.48% of the starting
material remaining).

To the mixture was added i-propyl acetate (Sml) and water (2ml). The lower aqueous
layer was removed and washed with a further two portions of i-propyl acetate (2 x 7.5ml).
Combined organics were washed twice with water (2 x 10ml), dried over MgSOs, filtered and
evaporated to give a white solid with 88% yield (0.156g).

'H NMR: § (DMSO-d6) 1.25 (s, 3H), 3.60 (m, 4H), 3.80 (t, 2H), 4.15 (, 2H), 4.38 (s,
2H), 4.68 (t, 2H), 6.51 (s, 1H), 7.17 (m, 1H), 7.34 (t, 2HD), 7.57 (¢, 2H), 7.67 (t, 1H), 7.84 (d,
2H).
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(¢ 5-[[(2,3-difluorophenylmethyl]thio]-7-[[-2-hydroxy-1-(hydroxymethyl)-1-
methylethyllamino]thiazolo[4,5-d]pyrimidin-2(3H)-one, sodium salt

OH
on OH
HN oH
HN
Sy F
o= ]I I — S~ F
NN N F o=(:EL
/\C( v N/J\S F
o Na
o >ph

wn

To 5-[[(2,3-difluorophenyl)methyl]thio]-7-[[2-hydroxy- 1-(hydroxymethyl)- 1-
methylethyl]amino]-3-[2-(phenylsulfonyl)ethyi]thiazolo[4,5-d]pyrimidin-2(3H)-one (0.15g,
1.0eq) was added sodium #-butoxide (0.028g, 1.1eq). The two solids were purged with
nitrogen. Propan-2-ol (2ml) was added to give a suspension at room temperature. The
10 reaction was heated to give a yellow solution. After 1 hour at reflux a sample was taken for
HPLC analysis, which revealed completion (only 1.39% starting material remained). The
reaction was cooled to room temperature and a precipitate was observed. The product was
filtered and washed with propan-2-ol (~1ml). The collected white solid was dried in a
vacuum oven at 40°C to yield 81% (0.091g).
15
"H NMR: § (DMSO-d6) 1.22 (s, 3H), 3.40 (m, 2H), 3.56 (m, 2H), 4.35 (s, 2H), 4.80
(s, 1H), 5.05 (t, 2H), 7.17 (m, 1H), 7.36 (t, 2H).

methylethvl]amino]thiazolo[4.5-d]pyrimidin-2(3H)-one, potassium salt

To 5-[[(2,3-difluorophenylymethyl]thio]-7-[[2-hydroxy-1-(hydroxymethyl)- 1-
methylethyl]amino]thiazolo[4,5-d]pyrimidin-2(3H)-one (0.881g, 2.13mmol) in methanol
(20ml) was added KOMe (0.165g, 2.34mmol, 1.1eq) and the mixture heated to reflux. Further

25 methanol (10ml) was added to obtam a solution. The solution was allowed to cool and the
solvent removed on a rotary evaporator and the resultant solid dried in vacuo. This gave the
title compound (0.828g, 86%).

'H NMR: § (DMSO-d6) 1.25 (3H, s), 3.52 (2H, m), 3.62 (2H, m), 4.37 (2H, s), 4.8-5.2
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(2H, broad s), 5.06 (1H, ), 7.15 (1H, m), 7.38 (2H, m)
Alternatively, the compound of Example 3(c) may be reacted with potasstorn t-

butoxide to give the title compound.
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CLAIMS
1. A method for the preparation of a compound of formula (T) or a pharmaceutically
acceptable salt or solvate thereof:
NR*R®
S N N
© | A
N™ N7 Ss—R!
H o
-in which

R' represents a C-Cy carbocyelic, C;-Cy alkyl, C-Cs alkenyl or Co-Cs alkynyl group, each of
the groups being optionally substituted by one or more substituent groups independently
selected from halogen atoms, -OR*, -NRR®, -CONR’R®, -COOR’, -NR®COR’, -SRY,
-SO5RY, -SO,NRR®, -NR®SO,R’ or an aryl or heteroaryl group, both of which may be
optionally substituted by one or more substituents independently selected from halogen
atoms, cyano, nitro, -OR?, -NR'R®, -CONR’RS, -COOR’, -NR®COR?, -SR'°, -SO,R™,
-SO;NRSRﬁ, —NRESOZR9, C1-Cs alkyl or trifluoromethyl groups;

R* and R® each independently represent a hydrogen atom, or a C3-Cy carbocyclic, Ci-Cg alkyl,
Cy-Cs alkenyl or Cp-Cs alkynyl group, the latter four groups may be optionally substituted by
one or more substituent groups independently selected from:

(@)  halogen atoms, -OR’, -NR'R’, -CONR’R, -COOR’, -NR*COR’, -SR™, -SO,R",
-SO,NR’R, -NR*SO,R’;

(b)  a3-8 membered ring optionally containing one or more atorns selected from O, S, NR®
and itself optionally substituted by C;-Cs-alkyl or halogen; or )

© an aryl group or heteroaryl group each of which may be optionally substituted by one
or more substituents independently selected from halogen atoms, ¢yano, nitro, -OR*, —NRSRG,

-CONR®R’, -NR*COR’, -SO,NR’R®, -NR®SO:R’, C;-Cy alkyl and trifluoromethyl groups;
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R? represents hydrogen, C;-Cs alkyl or a phenyl group the latter two of which may be
optionally substituted by one or more substituent groups independently sclected from halogen
atoms, phenyl, -OR"" and -NRR®
R® and RS independently represent a hydrogen atom or a Cy-Cg alkyl or phenyl group the latter
5 two of which may be optionally substituted by one or more substituent groups independently
selected from halogen atorns, phenyl, -OR™ and -NRISRM, -CONRPRY, -N'RISCORIG, -
SONRYR, NRISO,R
or
R’ and R® together with the nitrogen atom to which they are attached form a 4- to
10 7-membered saturated heterocyclic ring system optionally containing a further heteroatom
selected from oxygen and nitrogen atorns, which ring system may be optionally substituted by
one or more substituent groups independently selected from phenyl, -OR™, -COORY, -
NR"R'S, -CONR"R'’, -NR”COR"®, -SONR™R, NR**SO,R® or C;-Cs alkyl, itself
optionally substituted by one or more substituents independently selected from halogen atoms
15 and -NR"R'® and -OR" groups;
R" represents a hydrogen atom or a C -Cs-alkyl or a phenyl group, the latter two of which
may be optionally substituted by one or more substituent groups independently selected from
halogen atoms, phenyl, -OR' and -NR'R'S; and
each of R, Rg, RD, RY, Ru, RE R™ 1{15, R RY mdependently represents a hydrogen atom
20 ora Cy-Cs alkyl, or a phenyl group.

which method comprises contacting

L

S XN

o= |
B N/)\S—R1
H v

25 wherein L is a leaving group

with a thiazole nitrogen protecting group reagent under appropriate reaction conditions to

form a compound of the formula

22-




WO 2005/056563 PCT/GB2004/005072
.21

L

S XN
o= |
'I\‘ N/)\S—R1

PG m

wherein PG is a protecting group,
5 reacting the compound of fornmla ITT with an amine of formula HNR'R®

to form a compound of formula

NR?R®

S Y

o= I
T N~ ~s—R'

and deprotection of the compound of formula I to give a compound of the formula I, and

10 simultaneous or sequential conversion to a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or solvate thereof,

2. A method as claimed in claim 1 and wherein R! represents an optionally substituted
benzyl group.
15 3. A method as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2 and wherein one of R* or R? is hydrogen

and the other is C;-Cs alkyl substituted by hydroxy and one or more methyl or ethyl groups.

20
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4. A method as claimed in claim 1 for the preparation of compounds of the formula Ia

Rx  Rx
H—N"" “CH,
S~ F

Ia
wherein each R¥ is independently selected from hydrogen, a Cy.4 alkyl group optionally
substituted by hydroxy, amino, -O-Cy.4 alkyl, -S-Cy.4 alkyl, -N-C;4 alkyl, -NHSO:R, or -

CONR, and provided that both R* are not hydrogen or amino,

10 5. A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein each R* is independently selected from

hydrogen and hydroxymethyl, provided that both R* are not hydrogen.

6. A compound of the formula
NR°R’
S AN
N
= A A
T N~ “s—R'

15 PG 1

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or solvate thereof and wherein PG, R*, R® and R have

the meanings stated in claim 1.

20
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7. A compound of the formula

L

S NN
o= |
II\] N/?LS_#

5 or a pharmacentically acceptable salt or solvate thereof ind wherein PG, L and R have the

meanings stated in claim 1.

8. A compound of the formula

L

S X
o= |
N N')\s—R1
10 H v

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or solvate thereof and wherein L is a leaving group other

than chlorine and R has the meaning stated in claim 1.

15 9. = A compound of the formula

Q
o
S | XN
H,N N/)\S—R1
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or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or solvate thereof and wherein R' has the meaning stated in

claim 1.

10. A compound selected from

5 5-[[(2,3-difluorophenyl)methyl]thio]-7-[[(1R)-2-hydroxy-1-methylethyl]amino]thiazolo[4,5-
d)pyrimidin-2(3H)-one, potassium salt;
5-[[(2,3-difluorophenyl)methyl]thio]-7-{[2-hydroxy-1-(hydroxymethyl)-1-

25 Sep 2008

methylethyl]amino]thiazolo[4,5-d]pyrimidin-2(3H)-one, sodium salt; and
5-[[(2,3-difluorophenyl)methyl]thio]-7-[[2-hydroxy- I -(hydroxymethyl)-1-
10 methylethyl]Jamino]thiazolo[4,5-d]pyrimidin-2(3H)-one, potassium salt.

2004296241

11. A method according to claim I, substantially as hereinbefore described with reference to

any one of the examples.
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