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(57) Abstract: A system, method and inter-
face for compiling literary works from spe-
cialized databases and/or from unique inter-
faces 1s provided, mncluding a custom data-
base compiled from plural existing literary in-
dexes, wherein a master index 1s harmonized
from said existing indexes according to com-
mon terms (e.g., book, chapter and verse for
biblical indexes) with deleted duplicates. In
exemplary embodiments, the master index is
also augmented by ingestion of additional lit-
erary works in digital form that are chopped
up based on said common terms (e.g., book,
chapter, verse) extracted from the literary
work.
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SYSTEM, METHOD AND INTERFACE FOR COMPILED LITERARY WORK

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS
[0001] Thus application claims the benefit of U.S. provisional patent application serial
number 61/787308 filed March 15, 2013, the entire contents of which are incorporated herem

by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] The present mvention 1s generally related to hiterary works, more particularly,
exemplary embodiments of the present invention are related to systems, methods and
interfaces for compiling literary works from specialized databases and/or from unique

Intertaces.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0003] Conventional literary works are generated between a writer and a publisher.
Even compilations are traditionally controlled by a designated publisher who 1s tasked with the
ctfort of compiling a compelling work.

[0004] What 1s needed in the art 1S a mechanism that serves to allow custom

compilations from a database mn mtuitive manners.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] The present system, method and mterface for compiling literary works from
specialized databases and/or from unique interfaces addresses the need in the art by providing
a custom database compiled from plural existing literary indexes, wherein a master index 1s
harmonized from said existing indexes according to common terms (€.g., book, chapter and
verse for biblical indexes) with deleted duphcates. In exemplary embodiments, the master
index 18 also augmented by ingestion of additional literary works m digital form that are
chopped up based on said common terms (¢.g., book, chapter, verse) extracted from the
literary work.

[0006] In additional exemplary embodiments, an mnterface communicates with said
master index and 1s configured to provide possible compilation results via search results.
Exemplary search results may provide actual keyword results, synonyms or related terms,

cither generated by the master index or imported from said existing indexes mto said master
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index, with or without a relevancy score. Exemplary embodiments also provide searching at a
desired specificity or context, at a paragraph, page, chapter level, etc.

[0007] Exemplary embodiments further provide editing tools configured to permit
arrangement and publishing of search results. Further exemplary embodiments also provide a
mechanism for calculation of compensation to individual authors during compilation, as well
as calculation of total royalties due for a particular compiled work.

[0008] In further exemplary embodiments, a results list provides an abbreviated results
list with chckable portions activating expanded information, ¢.g., summary, title, topic, results
number, material classification (e.g., poem, story sermon), and scripture reference, among
others. Results from the master index may also be provided (“chunked™) at a predetermined
level, e.g., at a page or section level.

[0009] An exemplary results interface may also include tools for adding a reference to
a result, tools for determining classes of rights to use a piece (e.g., as a color indication of red,
yellow, green), word counts (¢.g., for purposes of compensation of authors), and filtering of
title, authors, terms and the hike. The exemplary results interface may also mclude an
acuatable button or link that provides an indication of source of a result, ¢.g., the precise
origmmating index for any given result.

[0010] For exemplary embodiments permitting mgestion of literary works, an
exemplary mterface may provide an indication of mngestion status, allow association of
metadata with definable chunks, allow classification of a literary portion, ¢.g., as a book type
or chunk type, ¢.g., reference, scripture, devotional, sermon, excerpt, quotation, prayer,
biography, story, poem and the like.

[0011] The above and other exemplary embodiments will be discussed m more detail

below 1n the detailed description of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0012] Many aspects of the mvention can be better understood with reference to the
following drawings. The components i the drawings are not necessarily to scale, emphasis
instead being placed upon clearly 1llustrating the principles of the present mvention.
Moreover, in the drawings, like reference numerals designate corresponding parts throughout
the several views. In the FIGURES:

[0013] FIGURE 1 1s a landing page with search ficld in accordance with an exemplary

embodiment of the mvention;
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[0014] FIGURE 2 1s a further illustration of an exemplary search field;

[0015] FIGURE 3 1s an illustration of an exemplary abbreviated results list mterface;

[0016] FIGURE 4 1s an illustration of a more detailed exemplary results list interface;

[0017] FIGURE 5 1s an illustration of an exemplary topics results list mterface;

[0018] FIGURE 6 1s an illustration of an exemplary download interface;

[0019] FIGURE 7 1s an illustration of an exemplary output sample;

[0020] FIGURE 8 1s an 1illustration of an exemplary admimistrator interface;

[0021] FIGURE 9 1s an 1illustration of an exemplary administrator interface for hiterary
importation;

[0022] FIGURE 10 1s an 1llustration of an exemplary administrative book management
Intertace;

[0023] FIGURE 11 1s an 1illustration of an exemplary administrator book editing
Intertace;

[0024] FIGURE 12 1s an 1illustration of an exemplary detailed administrator editing
Intertace;

[0025] FIGURE 13 1s an 1illustration of an exemplary system diagram m accordance
with exemplary embodiments of the mvention;

[0026] FIGURE 14 1s an exemplary computer system diagram; and

[0027] FIGURE 15 18 an exemplary computer-usable medium mn accordance with

exemplary embodiments described herem.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0028] Further to the brief description provided above and associated textual detail of
cach of the FIGURES, the following description provides additional details of example
embodiments of the present invention. It should be understood, however, that there 1s no
intent to limit example embodiments to the particular forms and particular details disclosed,
but to the contrary, example embodiments are to cover all modifications, equivalents, and
alternatives falling within the scope of example embodiments and claims. Like numbers refer
to like elements throughout the description of the FIGURES.

[0029] It will be understood that, although the terms first, second, etc. may be used
herem to describe various steps or calculations, these steps or calculations should not be
Imited by these terms. These terms are only used to distinguish one step or calculation from

another. For example, a first calculation could be termed a second calculation, and, similarly,
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a second step could be termed a first step, without departing from the scope of this disclosure.
As used herem, the term "and/or" includes any and all combinations of one or more of the
associated listed 1items.

[0030] As used herem, the singular forms "a", "an" and "the" are intended to mnclude
the plural forms as well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be further
understood that the terms "comprises”, "comprising,”, "includes" and/or "mcluding"”, when
used herem, specity the presence of stated features, mtegers, steps, operations, clements,
and/or components, but do not preclude the presence or addition of one or more other
features, mtegers, steps, operations, elements, components, and/or groups thercof.

[0031] It should also be noted that in some alternative implementations, the
functions/acts noted may occur out of the order noted in the FIGURES. For example, two
FIGURES shown 1 succession, or steps illustrated within any given FIGURE, may in fact be
executed substantially concurrently or may sometimes be executed m the reverse order,
depending upon the functionality/acts involved.

[0032] Heremafter, exemplary embodiments of the present invention are described mn
detail.

[0033] As we noted above, the present invention relates to a system, method and
interface for compiling hiterary works from specialized databases and/or from unique mterfaces
addressed the need 1n the art by providing a custom database compiled from plural existing
literary mdexes, wherein a master mdex 1s harmonized from said existing indexes according to
common terms (€.g., book, chapter and verse for biblical indexes) with deleted duplicates. In
exemplary embodiments, the master index 1s also augmented by mgestion of additional literary
works m digital form that are cataloged based on said common terms (¢.g., book, chapter,
verse) extracted from the literary work.

[0034] In additional exemplary embodiments, an mterface communicates with said
master index and 18 configured to provide possible compilation results via search results.
Exemplary search results may provide actual keyword results, synonyms or related terms,
cither generated by the master index or imported from said existing indexes mnto said master
index, with or without a relevancy score. Exemplary embodiments also provide searching at a
desired specificity or context, at a paragraph, page, chapter level, etc.

[0035] Exemplary embodiments further provide editing tools configured to permit

arrangement and publishing of search results. Further exemplary embodiments also provide a
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mechanism for calculation of compensation to individual authors during compilation, as well
as calculation of total royalties due for a particular compiled work.

[0036] In further exemplary embodiments, a results list provides an abbreviated results
list with clickable portions activating expanded information, ¢.g., summary, title, topic, results
number, material classification (e.g., poem, story sermon), and scripture reference, among
others. Results from the master index may also be provided (“‘chunked”) at a predeternined
level, e.g., at a page or section level.

[0037] An exemplary results interface may also include tools for adding a reference to
a result, tools for determining classes of rights to use a piece (¢.g., as a color indication of red
(rescarch only), yellow (possible restrictions), and green (ready to publish anywhere)), word
counts (¢.g., for purposes of compensation of authors), and filtering of title, authors, terms
and the like. The exemplary results interface may also include an actuatable button or link that
provides an mdication of source of a result, ¢.g., the precise originating index for any given
result.

[0038] For exemplary embodiments permitting mgestion of literary works, an
exemplary mterface may provide an indication of mngestion status, allow association of
metadata with definable chunks, allow classification of a literary portion, ¢.g., as a book type
or chunk type, ¢.g., reference, scripture, devotional, sermon, excerpt, quotation, prayer,
biography, story, poem and the like.

[0039] Referring now to FIGURE 1, an exemplary landing page, shown generally at
10, provides an interface with a search field 12 that 1s configured to allow searching according
to predefined levels, e¢.g., topic, book title, author, text and date. Search options include:
topic (relevance based, €.g., on a proprictary index of thousands of terms linked to bible
scripture references); text (e.g., searching the full text of included literary works), book title,
author and date.

[0040] As seen n FIGURE 2, the search field 12 may provide suggested terms 14,
¢.g., from prior search history or from metadata within a master mdex. The exemplary
dropdown shows an array of terms bemg scarched based on text entered.

[0041] FIGURE 3 illustrates an exemplary abbreviated results list interface, shown
generally at 16, including a clickable title 18, author listing 20 and ISSN code 22.

[0042] FIGURE 4 1llustrates a more detailed exemplary results page 24 returned in
response to selection of the title 18 m FIGURE 3, wherem additional book iformation 1s
provided generally at 26, along with selectable topics 28 found within the title. In exemplary

5
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embodiments, selection of a topic may provide related results from withm a particular literary
work and/or may provide cross-work results from withi the master index at large, or from
within some subset thereof.

[0043] FIGURE 5 1illustrates a results mterface for the term “Friend” at 30, with
exemplary filter ficlds shown generally at 32. Such exemplary ficlds may mclude any
convenient field, e.g., title, specific topics or categories, book or passage type, etc. FIGURE
5 also 1llustrates an exemplary button for adding plural selected works to a collection at 34, as
well as buttons 36 for adding individual works. An exemplary source button 38 provides
detailed mmformation with regard to the origm of the selection, and a text field 40 provides
cxpandable text content 42, an mdication of author rights 44 and word counts 46. This
exemplary mterface allows narrowing the number of books, topics or authors n the selection
using the left navigation panel options, as well as adding final selections or individual segments
to a collection. The exemplary mterface also provides the ability to perform, show or calculate
a word count per segment to facilitate royalty payment for multiple authors.

[0044] FIGURE 6 1llustrates an exemplary download mterface, shown generally at 48,
configured to allow viewing, deleting, copymg and download of collections m a desired
format.

[0045] FIGURE 7 1illustrates an exemplary output sample resultant from a download
operation (shown generally at 52), as m FIGURE 6. In exemplary embodiments, a link 50
may be provided m the download, permitting a user to purchase the original text onlme. In
exemplary embodiments, this provides marketers with a quick method for generating a topical
segment of a source work, mcluding a link to purchase the original onlme. The buy link may
appear, ¢.g., on a collection edit page, on a copyright section of outputs (.c.g, MS Word or
XML outputs), etc.

[0046] FIGURE 8 1llustrates an exemplary administrator interface, shown generally at
54, with user access and activity fields 56 and ingestion metrics 58, which may also describe,
¢.g., most searched terms, chunks at various depths (chapter, page, etc.) and other details. In
exemplary embodiments, this provides for user access requests, user activity summary review
(¢.g., with detailed reports, on demand or customizable), source book mgestion summaries,
ctc.

[0047] FIGURE 9 1llustrates an exemplary admimistrator interface at 60 for

importation of books, ¢.g., m ¢ePUB format. In exemplary embodiments, the mterface allows
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the user to chck on the “Choose File” button, select an ePUB file to import and chick the
“Begm Ingestion” button.

[0048] FIGURE 10 1illustrates an exemplary book management mterface 62, with a
listing of searchable, published source books.

[0049] FIGURE 11 1llustrates an exemplary administrator interface 64 that 1s
configured to permit editing of a book with metadata.

[0050] FIGURE 12 1llustrates a more detailed administrator editing mterface 66 that
permits editing of chapter, page and paragraph level information, including addition of
references, definition of content type, etc.

[0051] FIGURE 13 1illustrates an exemplary system for compiling hiterary works from
specialized databases and/or from unique mterfaces. The system 100 may include a server 101.
The server 101 may mclude a plurality of information, mcluding but not limited to, information
and profiles, algorithms and processing modules and other data storage. The server 101 may
be in communication with a network 106 via a communication channel 110.

[0052] Additionally, the system 100 may access or interface with additional, third
party data sources or servers 103. Third party sources of data 103 may be m communication
with the network 106 via a communication channel 111. It 1s noted that although 1llustrated as
separate, the source 103 may mnclude a server substantially similar to server 101. The server
101 or source 103 may mclude a data service provider, for example, a cellular service
provider, a busmess mformation provider, or any other suitable provider or repository. The
server 101 or source 103 may also include an application server providing applications and/or
computer executable code implementing any of the mterfaces/methodologies described herein.
The server 101 or source 103 may present a plurality of application defaults, choices, set-ups,
and/or configurations such that a device may receive and process the application accordingly.
The server 101 or source 103 may present any application on a viewer mterface or web-
browser of a device for relatively easy selection by a viewer of the device. The viewer
interface or web-page rendered for application selection may be in the form of an application
store and/or application marketplace.

[0053] Alternately, another server component or local computer apparatus, ¢.g., 104,
105 and/or 106, may produce the viewer mterface and control connectivity to the server 101
or source 103. Also, the server 101 or one or more of the local computer apparatus 104, 105
and 106 may be configured to periodically access the source 103 and cache data relevant to

data used in embodiments of the present mvention.
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[0054] The network 106 may be any suitable network, including the Internet, wide
arca nctwork, and/or a local network. The server 101 and the source 103 may be 1n
communication with the network 106 over communication channels 110, 111. The
communication channels 110, 111 may be any suitable communication channels imncluding
wireless, satellite, wired, or otherwise.

[0055] An exemplary system 100 further includes computer apparatus 105 in
communication with the network 106, over communication channel 112. The computer
apparatus 105 may be any suitable computer apparatus including a personal computer (fixed
location), a laptop or portable computer, a personal digital assistant, a cellular telephone, a
portable tablet computer, a portable audio player, or otherwise. For example, the system 100
may mclude computer apparatuses 104 and 106, which are embodied as a portable cellular
telephone and a tablet, respectively. The apparatuses 104 and 106 may include display means
141, 161, and/or buttons/controls 142. The controls 142 may operate mdependently or in
combination with any of the controls noted above.

[0056] Further, the apparatuses 104, 105, and 106 may be m communication with each
other over communication channels 115, 116 (for example, wired, wireless, Bluetooth
channels, ¢tc); and may further be in communication with the network 106 over
communication channels 112, 113, and 114.

[0057] Therefore, the apparatuses 104, 105, and 106 may all be in communication
with one or both of the server 101 and the source 103, as well as each other. Each of the
apparatuscs may be 1 severable communication with the network 106 and each other, such
that the apparatuses 104, 105, and 106 may be operated without constant communication with
the network 106 (e.g., using data connection controls of an mterface). For example, 1if there 18
no data availability or 1f a viewer directs an apparatus to work offline, ¢.g., without immediate
network connection, the data used by any of the apparatuses 104, 105, and 106 may be based
on stored or cached mformation/parameters. It follows that each of the apparatuses 104, 103,
and 106 may be configured to perform the methodologies described i the various exemplary
embodiments.

[0058] Furthermore, usmg any of the illustrated communication mediums, the
apparatuses 104, 105, and 106 may manipulate, share, transmit, and/or receive different data
previously or currently produced at any one of the illustrated elements of the system 100. For

cxample, data may be available on the server 101 and/or the source 103. Morcover, viewers of
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any of the devices 104, 105, and 106 may mdependently manipulate, transmut, etc., data, ¢.g.,
to separately determine a current value of the mmdex at a given time.

[0059] Additionally and as described above, example embodiments of the mvention
may be embodied in the form of computer-implemented processes and apparatuses for
practicing those processes. Therefore, according to an example embodiment, the
methodologies described herembefore may be implemented by a computer system or
apparatus. A computer system or apparatus may be somewhat similar to the mobile devices
and computer apparatuses described above, which may include elements as described below.

[0060] FIGURE 14 1llustrates a computer apparatus, according to an exemplary
embodiment. Portions or the entirety of the methodologies described herein may be executed
as mstructions in a processor 202 of the computer system 200. The computer system 200
includes memory 201 for storage of mstructions and mformation, mput device(s) 203 for
computer communication, and display device 204, which may display a user interface 205. The
computer system 200 may further be connected to the network 206.

[0061] Thus, the present mmvention may be implemented, in software, for example, as
any suitable computer program on a computer system somewhat similar to computer system
200. For example, a program 1n accordance with the present invention may be a computer
program product causing a computer to execute the example methods described herein.

[0062] Therefore, embodiments can be embodied n the form of computer-
implemented processes and apparatuses for practicing those processes on a computer program
product. Embodiments include the computer program product 300 as depicted in FIGURE 15
on a computer usable medium 302 with computer program code logic 304 containing
instructions embodied mn tangible media as an article of manufacture. Exemplary articles of
manufacture for computer usable medium 302 may include floppy diskettes, CD-ROMs, hard
drives, universal serial bus (USB) flash drives, or any other computer-readable storage
medium, wherein, when the computer program code logic 304 1s loaded mto and executed by
a computer, the computer becomes an apparatus for practicing the invention. Embodiments
include computer program code logic 304, for example, whether stored 1 a storage medium,
loaded mto and/or executed by a computer, or transmtted over some transmission medium,
such as over c¢lectrical wiring or cabling, through fiber optics, or via electromagnetic radiation,
wherem, when the computer program code logic 304 1s loaded into and executed by a

computer, the computer becomes an apparatus for practicing the mnvention. When
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implemented on a general-purpose microprocessor, the computer program code logic 304
segments configure the microprocessor to create specific logic circuits.

[0063] Any combimation of one or more computer readable medium(s) may be utihized.
The computer readable medium may be a computer readable signal medium or a computer
readable storage medium. A computer readable storage medium may be, for example, but not
Imited to, an electronic, magnetic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semiconductor
system, apparatus, or device, or any suitable combmation of the foregoing. More specific
examples (a non-cxhaustive list) of the computer readable storage medium would include the
following: an electrical connection having one or more wires, a portable computer diskette, a
hard disk, a random access memory (RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an erasable
programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash memory), an optical fiber, a portable
compact disc read-only memory (CD-ROM), an optical storage device, a magnetic storage
device, or any suitable combination of the foregoing. In the context of this document, a
computer readable storage medium may be any tangible medium that can contain, or store a
program for use by or in connection with an mstruction execution system, apparatus, or
device.

[0064] A computer readable signal medium may include a propagated data signal with
computer readable program code embodied therein, for example, in baseband or as part of a
carricr wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a variety of forms, including, but not
Imited to, electro-magnetic, optical, or any suitable combination thercof. A computer
readable signal medium may be any computer readable medium that 1s not a computer readable
storage medium and that can communicate, propagate, or transport a program for use by or
connection with an mstruction execution system, apparatus, or device.

[0065] Program code embodied on a computer readable medium may be transmitted
using any appropriate medium, including but not hmited to wireless, wireline, optical fiber
cable, RF, ¢tc., or any suitable combination of the foregoing.

[0066] Computer program code for carrymg out operations for aspects of the present
invention may be written in any combination of one or more programming languages,
including an object oriented programming language such as Java, Smalltalk, C++ or the like
and conventional procedural programming languages, such as the "C" programming language
or similar programming languages. The program code may execute entirely on the viewer's
computer, partly on the viewer's computer, as a stand-alone software package, ¢.g., from a

networked system, partly on the viewer's computer and partly on a remote computer or

10
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entirely on the remote computer or server. In the latter scenario, the remote computer may be
connected to the viewer's computer through any type of network, mcluding a local arca
network (LAN) or a wide arca network (WAN), or the connection may be made to an external
computer (for example, through the Internet using an Internet Service Provider).

[0067] As described above, features of example embodimments mclude and other unique
features not found 1n the conventional art.

[0068] It should be emphasized that the above-described embodiments of the present
invention, particularly, any detailed discussion of particular examples, are merely possible
cexamples of implementations, and are set forth for a clear understanding of the principles of
the mvention. Many variations and modifications may be made to the above-described
embodiment(s) of the mvention without departing from the spirit and scope of the mvention.
All such modifications and variations are intended to be mcluded herem within the scope of

this disclosure and the present invention and protected by the following claims.

11
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CLAIMS

1. A system for compiling hiterary works from a specialized database, comprising:

a custom database compiled from plural existing literary indexes, wherein a master
index 18 harmonized from said existing indexes according to common terms with deleted
duplicates; and

a user interface, the user mterface configured to provide possible compilation results
via search.

2. A system m accordance with claim 1, wherein the master index 1s also
augmented by mgestion of additional literary works m digital form that are chopped up based
on said common terms extracted from the lhiterary work.

3. A system m accordance with claim 1, wherein said search results provide actual
keyword results, synonyms or related terms, either generated by the master index or imported
from said existing indexes mto said master index.

+, A system 1n accordance with claim 3, wherein said search results provide a
relevancy score.

3. A system in accordance with claim 3, wherein said searching 1s provided
according to title, author or topic.

0. A system m accordance with claim 1, further comprising a user mterface with
cditing tools configured to permit arrangement and publishing of search results.

7. A system m accordance with claim 6, further comprising a mechanism for
calculation of compensation to mdividual authors during compilation, as well as calculation of
total royalties due for a particular compiled work.

8. A system m accordance with claim 3, wherein a results list provides an
abbreviated results list with clickable portions activating expanded mformation.

9. A system m accordance with claim 3, wherein results from the master index are
provided as chunks of a predetermined level.

10. A system m accordance with clamm 1, further comprising an administrative
interface configured to add a reference to a result.

11. A system in accordance with claim 3, wherem said search results provide
indication of classes of rights to use a piece.

12. A system 1 accordance with claim 3, wherem said search results provide word

counts of mdividual results.

12
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13. A system in accordance with claim 3, wherein said search results provide a
clickable source button or link that further describes the source of a particular result.

14. A system m accordance with clamm 1, further comprising an administrative
interface configured to mgest hiterary works, wherein said admmaistrative mterface provides an
indication of igestion status, allows association of metadata with definable chunks, and allows
classification of a literary portion.

15. A method for compiling literary works from a specialized database, comprising:

providing a custom database compiled from plural existing literary indexes, wherein a
master index 18 harmonized from said existing indexes according to common terms with
deleted duplicates; and

providing a user mterface, the user interface configured to provide possible
compilation results via search.

16. A user mterface for compiling hiterary works from a specialized database,
comprising;:

a user interface, the user interface configured to provide possible compilation results
via scarch, wherein the user interface draws results from a custom database compiled from
plural existing literary indexes, wherein a master index 1s harmonized from said existing

indexes according to common terms with deleted duplicates.

13
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/52
Devotional
MARCH 23
FISHING FOR MEN

Follow Me, and I will muke you fishers of men.
MATTHEW 4:19

Fishermen in the first century used special tools for cawching fish. One was a line and hook (Matt. 17:27). Another was
a Spear or possibly a type of harpoon (Job 41:26). A third was the dragnet (Mate. [3:47), It was sometimes over three

hundred foet long and about eigin feet wide. Fishermen buoyed up one side with corks and weighed down the other
gide with lead sinkers. Sometines they stretched the net between two boats and rowed in & circle. They would then

draw in ropés attached to the bottom of the net, trapping the fish (John 21:6).

In today's verse, however, Jesus was referring to a casting net, which hed a circular form (about fifteen feot in
diameter) made of fine mesh and lead sinkers around the edge. Attaching a long pieca of line to the center of the net,
the fisherman would cast it into shallow water. He then would draw up the ceater of the net by its cord and wada into
the water to secure the catch,

Just as the disciples canght a school of fish within the reaches of the circular net, the Lord wants His contsmporsry
disciples to reach out to the men and women around us.
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Devotional
MARCH 23
FISHING FOR MEN

Follow Me, and ! will muke you fishors of men,
MATTHEW 4:19

Fishermen in the first century vsed special tools far catching fish, One was a line and hook (Matt, 17:27). Another was §
8 spear or possibly & type of harpoon (Job 41:26). A third was the dragnet (Matt. [3:47), It was sometimes aver three

hundred foet long and about sight feet wide, Fishermen buoyed up one side with corks and weighed down the other
side with lead sinkers, Sometmnes they stretched the net between two bosts and rowed in 2 circle, They would then

draw in ropes attached to the bottom of the net, frepping the fish (John 21:6).

In todsy's veras, howevar, Jesus was referring to a casting net, which had a cirouler form {(about fifteen foet in
diameter) sade of fine mesh and Jead sinkers around the edge. Attaching a long piscs of line to the eenter of the net,
the fisherman would cast {t into ahallow water. Ho then would draw up the oeater of the net by its cord and wads iato
the water to secure the catch,

Sust as the disciples caught a school af fish within the reaches of the circuler net, the Lord wants His contsmpaorsry
disciples to reach out to the men and womet around us.
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