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6 Claims. 

This invention relates to a soap tablet char 
acterized in that it is provided with peripheral 
flutings or grooves parallel with or practically 
parallel with its rubbing surfaces, the said flut 
ings being preferably extended around the Soap 
tablet without interruption. 
These flutings serve the purpose of increasing 

the adherence of the fingers of the hand gripping 
the soap and to lessen fatigue due to the clenching 
of the hand. In addition they allow of a more 
efficient use of a resilient Soap protecting sheath 
by giving thereto a greater adherence and water 
tightness. 
The accompanying drawings show by Way of 

example, various forms of construction of the 
in Vention. 

Fig. 1 shows in perspective view a rectangular 
tablet of soap with rounded corners provided with 
flutings according to the invention. 

Fig.2 shows in the same manner an oval shaped 
tablet. 

Figs. 3, 4 and 5 show in vertical section various 
shapes of flutings amongst those which are most 
effective. 

Figs. 6 and 7 show in horizontal section tablets 
having certain special features. 

Figs. 8 to 11 show in vertical section several 
other profiles of flutings. 

Figs, 12 and 13 are diagrams explaining modi 
fications in the arrangement of the flutings. 

Fig. 14 is a vertical section of a fluting formed 
With secondary or Smaller grooves. 
In these figures the flutings or grooves f are 

disposed parallel to the rubbing surfaces 2, 2’ and 
preferably extend over the entire periphery of the 
soap tablet. Naturally these flutings can be ar 
ranged likewise in spiral or zig-zag shape or have 
any other sinuosity fairly flat so as to have only 
a slight obliquity in relation to the faces 2, 2' of 
the soap tablet. 

In Figure 5 is shown in broken lines, how a re 
silient or flexible sheath 3 made of rubber or 
rubberized fabric or other suitable waterproof 
material rolled at 3’ forms a bead in the groove ' 
then as the surface 2 is Worn down, said bead 
being adapted to be rolled successively into the 
following grooves as shown at 3'. It will be un 
derstood that in this case the flutings or grooves 
ensure a better grip than a Smooth surface as 

Well as a more perfect Water tightness to prevent 
Water from creeping in between the sheath and 
the soap than would be obtainable if the sheath 
were fitted on a tablet having grooves at right 
angles, or very inclined, in relation to the bead 
3, 3’. It will likewise be understood that the 

(C. 87-23) 
sides of rectangular soap tablets must preferably 
be made to bulge outwardly rather than in Wardly 
because in the latter case the sheath would not 
pull taut on the surfaces and would allow water to 
seep through in spite of the grooves. 

Figure 6 shows in horizontal section taken 
through a groove, a block or tablet of soap to be 
protected; the lateral faces and the grooves are 
curved inwardly over a short convex curve; the 
faces or the bottoms of the grooves of adjacent 
faces may form a sharp edge (as at a) or may be 
smoothed away by rounding the corner (as at b) 
to ensure for the bead of the sheath better adher 
ence and Water tightness. The grooves can also 
be separated in one way or another by a thin 
Wall (as at c) Which is Sufficiently friable So that 
the bead of the sheath can break or crush it; this 
does not affect the result but has the advantage 
of presenting a block or tablet which is more like 
that which users are accustomed to See. 

Fig. 7 shows a horizontal section of a tablet of 
the same kind but wherein the lateral faces are 
flat and rectangular. The incurved bottom of the 
futings or grooves can be tangential to the faces 
(as represented at the faces d and e) or set back 
in Irelation to the faces (as at f and g) ; the faces 
or the bottoms of the grooves may be connected 
together according to the modifications above set 
forth and shown in Fig. 6. 
The cross section of the flutings can likewise 

have any of a variety of outlines. 
Fig. 8 shows flutings of castellated shape; 
Fig. 9 shows grooves of V-shape; 
Fig. 10 shows a rounded form of fluting of Which 

the cross-sectional area, increases from the base 
of the tablet, towards the top, in order to approx 
imately correspond with the progressively increas 
ing diameter of the bead formed by the sheath 3 
as it is rolled up. In this figure there have also 
been shown rounded edges at the junction of the 
Side faces and the upper surface 2 of the block or 
tablet so that the sheath 3 shall not be liable to 
become damaged by a sharp edge at the place 
where it is subjected to strong pressure from the 
hand of the user. 

However, this last mentioned form makes it 
necessary to make Sure that the sheath is mounted 
on the soap tablet from the round edged surface. 
To avoid this necessity it is possible to provide, as 
shown in Fig. 11, double grooves each compris 
ing two parts Corresponding to the profiles of Fig. 
10 reproduced by starting from each of the wear 
ing surfaces 2 of the block or tablet in such a 
manner that the sheath 3 can be mounted upon 
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2 
the tablet from the one or the other of these Sur 
faces With equivalent result. 
The general arrangement of the flutings on the 

lateral surfaces of the tablets can also form the 
subject of variations especially to correspond with 
an unequal wear of the tablet. It is possible, for 
instance, to arrange the flutings as shown in Fig. 
12 where the lines k-k represent the planes in 
which the flutings are disposed obliquely in rela 
tion to the faces 2, 2’ or else as shown in Fig. 13 
where the lines Fc-k are arranged in fan forma 
tion. It will be clear that bearing this in mind, 
these constructions are not limitative and do not 
prevent the simultaneous use of flutings arranged 
in planes l-l parallel to 2-2' or in a slanting 
direction opposite to that represented by the lines 
k-k so as to give to the user every opportunity 
of fixing the bead 3' of the sheath in a position 
COrresponding to the inclined Wear of the tablet. 

Finally it may be of advantage to provide the 
Wails of the flutings with Secondary or Smaller 
grooves parallel to or slightly inclined to the longi 
tudinal axis of the flutings or else forming a con 
tinuous line for the purpose of diminishing the 
Surface of contact of the bead against the bottom 
of the flutings without affecting adversely the 
Water tightness brought about by Such contact; 
Such an arrangement lends itself to an infinite 
number of constructions or variations for which 
rea,Son Only the simplest form has been shown in 
CroSS Section in Fig. 14 where a fluting (drawn to 
a nuch enlarged Scale in comparison. With that of 
the other figures) is provided with secondary or 
Smaller grooves 4 which leave ridges 5 therebe 
tWeen against Which the bead 3' of the protecting 
Cover 3 can rest. - 

It is to be Well understood that the construction 
all forms herein above described and shown are 
given only by Way of example and may vary to a 
large extent Without affecting the characteristic 
features of the invention. 
What claim is: 
1. In combination, a soap tablet, a pliable pro 

tective sheath adapted to be rolled up and down 
along the lateral faces of said tablet, said faces 
being formed with flutings extending peripherally 
around the tablet, so that the roll of said sheath 
can be accommodated in each of the Successive 
flutings according as the tablet is worn away from 
the Surface toward which said sheath unrolls. 

2. In combination, a Soap tablet, a pliable pro 
tective sheath adapted to be rolled up and down 
aiong the lateral faces of said tablet, said faces 
being formed with futings extending peripherally 
airound the tablet, so that the roll of said sheath 
can be accoininodated in each of the Successive 
flutings according as the tablet is worn away fron 
the surface toward which said sheath unrolls, the 
Walls of said futings being formed with series of 

2,132,746 
secondary or Smaller grooves, to diminish the 
Surface of contact With said roll and to increase 
the grip On said roll in any given fluting, whereby 
to improve the tightness of said sheath. 

3. In combination, a soap tablet, a pliable pro 
tective sheath adapted to be rolled up and down 
along the lateral faces of said tablet, said faces 
being formed with flutings extending peripherally 
around the tablet, so that the roll of said sheath 
can be accommodated in each Of the Successive 
flutings according as the tablet is worn away from 
the surface toward which said sheath unrolls, 
Said flutings increasing Successively in cross-sec 
tional area, from said Surface to the opposite sur 
face, to accommodate the diameter of Said roll at 
any given futing. 

4. A soap tablet having an end Wearing Sur 
face and lateral faces substantially at right angles 
thereto, said tablet being adapted to be provided 
With a pliable protective sheath to be rolled up 
and down along its lateral faces, said lateral faces 
being formed with flutings substantially parallel 
to Said Wearing surface and extending along the 
entire periphery of said tablet, so that the roll of 
Said sheath can be accommodated in each of the 
Successive flutings according as the tablet is worn 
away from Said Wearing surface. 

5. A Soap tablet having an end wearing surface 
and lateral faces substantially at right angles 
thereto, said tablet being adapted to be provided 
With a pliable protective sheath to be rolled up and 
down along its lateral faces, said lateral faces be 
ing formed with flutings substantially parallel to 
Said Wearing Surface and extending along the pe 
riphery of Said tablet, so that the roll of said 
Sheath can be acconnodated in each of the Suc 
Cessive flutings according as the tablet is worn 
a Way from said Wearing surface, the walls of said 
flutings being formed with a series of secondary or 
Smaller grooves, to diminish the Surface of contact 
with such roll and to increase the grip on such roll 
in any given fluting, whereby to improve the 
tightness of such sheath. 

6. A Soap tablet having an end wearing surface 
and lateral faces substantially at right angles 
thereto, said tablet being adapted to be provided 
With a pliable protective sheath to be rolled up 
and down along its lateral faces, said lateral faces 
being formed with flutings substantially parallel 
to said Wearing surface and extending along the 
entire periphery of said tablet, so that the roll 
of Said sheath can be accommodated in each of 
the successive futings according as the tablet is 
Worn a Way from Said Wearing Surface, said fiutings 
increasing successively in cross-sectional area, 
from said Surface to the opposite surface, to ac 
commodate the diameter of such roll at any given 
futing. 
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