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1 Claim,

This invention relates to supports for shelves
and the like and has particular reference to
shelf supports for refrigerators and other cab-
inets which enable the adjustment of said shelves

6 to various elevations within the cabinet without
the necessity of tipping the shelf or removing
the same from the cabinet.

It is an object of the invention, therefore, to
provide an adjustable shelf which may easily

10 and readily be manually adjusted from one po-
sition to another when in use.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a relatively simple and inexpensive adjustable
shelf for a refrigerator cabinet and the like.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a shelf for a refrigerator cabinet and the like
with means whereby the shelf may be adjusted
while maintaining the same in a horizontal plane,
thus enabling the compartment within a refrig-
erator cabinet to be altered while the refriger-
ator is in use and the shelf is loaded with food
stuffs to be refrigerated.

Other objects and advantages of the invention
will be apparent from reference to the accom-
panying  drawing, of which there is one sheet
and in which:

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a refrig-
erator in connection with which the invention
is illustrated;

Fig. 2 is a side elevational view taken in a
plane corresponding to line 2—2 of Fig. 1 of the
adjustable shelf supporting means;

Fig. 3 is a top plan view of a shelf within
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the refrigerator cabinet and taken in a plane .

on the line 3—3 of Fig. 1; and

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 2 and illustrating
the shelf in the other of its adjusted positions.

In Fig. 1 there is illustrated an elevational view
of a refrigerator comprising in general a cabinet
{0 affording in superposed relationship a food
storage compartment or chamber 12 and a re-
frigerating mechanism chamber 14. Within the
food storage chamber 12 there is disposed an
evaporator I6 of a refrigerating system which
45 jncludes a compressor 18, a motor 20 for driv-
ing the compressor, a series of condenser coils
22, and a receiver 24, all of which elements of
a refrigerating system are more or less diagram-
matically illustrated and, with the exception of
the evaporator 16, are disposed as a unit within
the mechanism chamber {4. The chamber i4 is
adapted to be closed at the front by a door 26.

The food storage chamber 12 at the front of
g5 the cabinet is provided with an opening 28, which
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is adapted to be closed' by a pivoted door 30.

Within the food storage chamber (2 there are .

disposed a plurality of vertically spaced shelves
32, which are adapted to support food stuffs upon
the same within the refrigerated food storage
chamber and to divide the same into a plurality
of storage compartments 34. .

The internal side walls of the food storage
chamber {2 are provided with g plurality of series
of horizontally extending pins 36, which may
be secured to the walls of said chamber in any
suitable manner. Each series of pins 36 is dis-
posed at a different elevation, and all of the

. pins of one series are disposed at the same

elevation within the food storage chamber 1{2.
Each of the shelves 32 along the side edges there-
of and adjacent the corners is provided with a
bracket 38 which may be welded or otherwise
secured thereto at 40°. Each of the brackets 38
includes a series of hooked shaped portions 40,
each of which portions is disposed at different
elevations and is selectively engageable with the
pins 36 for dependingly supporting the shelf 32
from the pin 36. It will be observed, referring
to Fig. 2 of the drawing, that the bracket 38
is open at one side thereof and that the hooked
shaped portions 40 are rounded just sufficiently
to engage the pins 36 and prevent the bracket
38 from slipping off of the same.

The rear edge of each of the shelves 32 pref-.

erably is spaced from one of the walls of the
food storage chamber 12, such as the rear wall
42, sufficiently to permit the sheif 32 to be shifted
laterally to disengage the hooked shaped por-
tions 40 from engagement with the pins 36 and so
that the shelf 32 may be vertically moved from
one of its positions to the other without tipping
the shelf out of a horizontal plane or remov-
ing the shelf from the refrigerator cabinet.
While the refrigerated chamber i2 is partially
filled with food stuffs and the shelves 32 are
loaded, it frequently is desirable to change the
size of one or more of the compartments 34 so
that other food stuffs of a somewhat bulky nature
may be accommodated within the chamber {2,
To facilitate the rearrangement of the space
within the food chamber 12, the shelves 32 may
be adjusted vertically as heretofore indicated,
and when the same are loaded with food stuffs to
enlarge or diminish the compartments 34. Be-
sides saving a great amount of time necessi-
tated by removing the food stuffs from the shelf
32 which is to be moved, the door 30 of the re-
frigerator cabinet need not be maintained open
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for a prolonged period of time, which would cause

an undesirable rise In temperature within the

-refrigerated storage chamber 12.

While the structures and methods disclosed

5 herein may be considered as illustrating a pre-
ferred form and application of the principles of
invention, there is no intention to limit the in-
vention to anything less than is fairly to be con-
sidered within the scope of the appended claim.

Iclaim: .

In a refrigerator cabinet, the combination
of a plurality of means disposed in the inner
walls of said cabinet and extending therefrom
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and adapted to support a shelf, a plurality of
rods of small diameter each bent to form a hook

" at ‘either end and fixedly secured to the top of

said shelf near each corner thereof and between
said hooks, one of said hooks being adapted to lie
above and away from said shelf and below the
other of sald hooks, and in the same vertical plane
therewith, each of sald hooks being adapted for
engagement with and suspension from said sup-
porting means in said cabinet whereby said shelf
may be suspended at either of a pair of selected
elevations. .
JOHN C. BUCHANAN.
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