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1

The present invention relates to improvements
in dispensing devices and more particularly to a
device for dispensing granular and hygroscopic
materials, such as seasoning and flavoring sub-
stances.

An object of the invention is to provide a dis-
pensing device of the aforesaid character having
means for maintaining the materials therein in
relatively dry, loose dispensing condition. v

Another object of the invention is to provide a
dispenser having heating means adapted to pre-
vent caking or clogging of hygroscopic substances
due to moisture absorption.

Still another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a dispensing device of the above noted char-
acter which is highly efficient in operation.

Other objects and advantages of the invention
will become apparent as the description pro-
gresses.

In the accompanying drawing wherein is illus-
trated a preferred embodiment of the invention-—

Fig. 1 is a top plan view of the assembled dis-
pensing device;

Fig. 2 is a side elevational view of the same; and

Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view on line 3—3
of Fig. 1.

Referring to the drawing wherein like charac-
ters of reference are employed to designate cor-
responding parts throughout the views, 10 gen-
erally desighates a hollow body embodying a base
plate 11 having removably fitted thereon a cover
shell 12. The latter is in the form of an elon-
gated, essentially rectangular, cover having a
horizontal top wall 13 integral with a continuous
depending side wall 14. The bottom of wall 14
is designed to be slidably fitted into a rabbet
groove formed in the periphery of base {1 and is
secured therein by screws 16."

In the top {3 of the cover section is provided
a relatively large opening 17 designed to receive
therein a container #8. At the top, container {8,
in the form of a cylindrical jar adapted to con-
tain sugar, has a shoulder forming protuberance
i9 exteriorly of its top opening to seat upon the
cover 12 when the jar is inserted so as to depend
into the chamber of hollow body 10. The sugar
jar 18 is normally closed by removable cover 20.

In positions spaced from the jar opening {7,
top wall I3 has a pair of smaller openings 22,
each of which is adapted to receive therein the
main. cylindrical section of a shaker 23 adapted
to confain a condiment such as salt or pepper.
At its upper part the shaker 23 has an enlarged
annular shoulder 24 of greater diameter than
opening 22 for seating on the top {3. Thus, each
of the shakers 23 is removably suspended within
the chamber of body member 10, so that either
may be removed for use by lifting the same from
the cover section (2.

On the base [l is fixed an upstanding lamp
socket 286 electrically connected with a conven-
tional dry cell battery 27 held in a spring clip 28
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secured on the base plate. The socket 26 is
adapted to engage an electric light bulb 29, pref-
erably in the form of an elongated bulb, held
in vertical position between the sugar jar (8
and salt shaker 23. In order to readily deter-
mine whether or not bulb 29 is energized, a cir-
cular window forming disk 30 is fixed in an
opening 31 in the top plate {3 of the shell.

On one side of shell 12 is mounted a switch
element 32 of any preferred construction to con-
trol illumination of light bulb 29.

As is well known, granular materials such as
salt and sugar become caked and render dispens-
ing and use thereof very difficult, especially
under damp climatic conditions. The present
dispenser is made so that whenever the materials
thereof are objectionably dampened, light 29 is
energized by the battery 271 through operation of
switch 32 for a period of time sufficient to heat
the condiment and like substances to a degree
causing evaporation of excess absorbed moisture
s0 as to enable convenient dispensing thereof.

It is to be understood that the form of the
invention herein shown and described. is to be
taken as a preferred example of the same, and
that various changes in the shape or sizes of the
parts may be resorted to without departing from
the spirit of the invention or the scope of the
subjoined claims.

Having thus described my invention, I claim:

1. In a device for dispensing hygroscopic and
like materials, a hollow body having a plurality
of openings in the top thereof, a plurality of con-
tainers for granular material seated on said body
50 as to project through said openings, an electri-
cally energized lamp mounted in said body for
heating the material in said containers, and an
inspection opening in the top of said body having
a transparent covering and disposed vertically
above said lamp.

2. A device as claimed in claim 1 wherein said
lamp is disposed in upstanding position in a sccket
fixed in the bottom of the hollow body, and a
spring clip mounted in the body to detachably
?ngage an electric battery for energizing said
amp.
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