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To al., whon, it may concern: 8 
Be it known that I, BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 

MERSSMANN, a citizen of the United States, 
residing at Moberly, in the county of Ran 
dolph and State of Missouri, have invented 
new and useful Improvements in Washboil 
ers, of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to that class of wash 

boilers which are designed to steam or bleach 
clothes and which employ a perforated cen 
tral passage for conducting the water, when 
heated, and steam through the clothes, where 
by they may be cleansed or bleached with 
greater facility, and my invention consists of 
certain features of novelty hereinafter fully 
described and pointed out in the claims ref. 
erence being had to the accompanying draw. 
ings forming a part of this specification. 

In the Said drawings:-Figure 1 is a verti 
cal Section of my improved boiler. Fig. 2 is 
a bottom plan view of the hood or cap of the 
perforated central tube. Fig. 3 is a plan view - 
of the deflectors secured to the central tube 
or cone, and Fig. 4 is a bottom plan view of 
the perforated bottom and soap receptacle. 

Referring to the drawings-A represents 
the boiler which is provided with the detach 
able cover or top A. Located within the 
boiler is the perforated central tube or come 
B provided with the cap or hood C. This cap 
or hood is detachably secured to the central 
tube or cone and is provided with a series of 
short tubeSE which have connection with the 
central tube, and are designed to conduct the 
steam down through the central tube or cone. 
The bottom of the central tube or cone is 
made flaring and has secured to it by means 
of the series of deflectors D, a perforated bot 
tom G, and secured to the bottom is a perfo 
rated soap receptacle F. The deflectors which 
also serve as braces to unite the bottom to 
the central tube or cone, are also provided 
with perforations, they being so arranged as 
not to register with the perforations in the 
bottom. These deflectors are designed to de 
flect the water and steam as they come through 
the perforations in the bottom, so that they 

will strike the deflectors and pass laterally 
and outwardly and escape passing up through 
the clothes. The perforated bottom, soap re 
ceptacle and deflectors are elevated from the 
bottom of the boiler by means of four feet, H. 
The operation of the device is as follows:- 

The clothes which are to be steamed or 
bleached are placed in the boiler, resting on 
the deflectors and surrounding the central 
tube or cone. The cap or hood of the central 
tube is removed and a sufficient quantity of 
soap is dropped through the tube to the per 
forated receptacle, which is immersed in Wa 
ter in the bottom of the boiler, and the whole 
placed over a fire. The boiling water and 
Steam then passes through the perforations in 
the bottom and deflectors and passes up on 
the inside and outside of the central tube and 
through the cap or hood, thus producing a 
constant current of water and steam through 
the clothes, which thoroughly washes and 
bleaches the same. 

IIaving thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new therein and desire to Secure 
by Letters Patent is:- 

1. In a wash boiler, the combination of the 
boiler the perforated central tube provided 
with a hood located therein, a perforated bot 
tom, a series of deflectors connecting the per 
forated bottom to the central tube, and a per 
forated soap receptacle Secured to the perfo 
rated bottom substantially as shown and de 
scribed. 

2. In a wash boiler, the combination of the 
boiler, the perforated central tube located 
therein, a cap or hood provided with a series 
of tubes detachably secured thereto, a perfo 
rated bottom, having a perforated soap recep 
tacle secured thereto, a series of deflectors, 
and suitable means for elevating the perfo 
rated bottom and deflectors from the bottom 
of the boiler, substantially as set forth. 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN MERSSMANN. 

Witnesses: 
DENIS HOGAN, 
T. N. BERCKHEAD. 
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