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(57) ABSTRACT 

Method and apparatus for selecting information in a multi 
dimensional space are provided. The method includes the 
steps of sensing the motion of a user intending to select 
information, and determining whether the sensed motion is 
an effective motion intended for information selection and 
returning to the sensing step if it is determined that the 
motion is not the effective one. Accordingly, difficulty in 
setting a predetermined threshold to a single value can be 
overcome. In addition, even a very slight motion can be 
accurately detected without being influenced by gravity and 
offsets. Moreover, it can be accurately determined whether 
a user's two- or three-dimensional motion is an effective 
motion for selecting information and which motion unit 
among at least two motion units has generated the effective 
motion, so that a high correct recognition rate for informa 
tion and high reliability can be achieved, and a user is 
allowed to easily select information. 
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR SELECTING 
INFORMATION IN MULT-DIMIENSIONAL SPACE 

0001. This application is a continuation of pending prior 
application Ser. No. 10/484,505 filed Jan. 22, 2005, which is 
a National Stage Application of PCT Application No. PCT/ 
KR02/01369 filed Jul. 22, 2002, and claims benefit of 
priority based on Korean Patent Application No. 2001 
44588, filed Jul. 24, 2001, the disclosures of which is 
incorporated herein in their entirety by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002) 1. Field of the Invention 
0003. The present invention relates to an apparatus for 
sensing a motion for selecting information in a two- or 
three-dimensional space, and more particularly, to an infor 
mation selection method and apparatus for determining 
whether a sensed motion is effective in a multi-dimensional 
Space. 

0004 2. Description of the Related Art 
0005 Representative apparatuses for sensing a user's 
motion for pointing at or inputting information in a two- or 
three-dimensional space are handheld space-type input 
apparatuses, such as personal computers (PCs), personal 
digital assistances (PDAs), and cellular phones; wireless 
portable pointing apparatuses, wireless portable keyboards; 
hand motion and gesture recognizing apparatuses; virtual 
musical playing apparatuses; computer game machines: 
virtual environment exercise and training apparatuses; Vir 
tual reality data gloves; mechanical impact and shake track 
ing and monitoring apparatuses; and robot motion informa 
tion acquiring apparatuses. 
0006. Usually, in order to determine whether information 
generated by a user's motion using the above apparatuses is 
effective, conventionally, a mechanical Switch or a pressure 
sensor is used. In other words, according to a conventional 
method, when a Switch or sensor is pushed or touched on a 
plane, an on/off signal is generated, and effective informa 
tion is identified according to the on/off signal. Convention 
ally, whether a user's motion for selecting information is an 
effective one can be determined by contact on a plane, but 
whether a user's motion for selecting information in a 
three-dimensional space is an effective one cannot be deter 
mined via the same method. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0007. The present invention provides an information 
selection method through which information selected by a 
user can be exactly recognized from the user's motion for 
selecting information in a multi-dimensional space. 
0008. The present invention also provides an information 
selection apparatus for performing the above information 
selection method in a multi-dimensional space. 
0009. According to an aspect of the invention, there is 
provided a method of selecting information in a multi 
dimensional space. The method includes the steps of (a) 
sensing the motion of a user for information selection; and 
(b) determining whether the sensed motion is an effective 
motion of the intended information selection and returning 
to step (a) if it is determined that the motion is not the 
effective motion. 
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0010. According to an aspect of the invention, there is 
provided an apparatus for selecting information in a multi 
dimensional space. The apparatus includes at least one 
motion unit moved by a user intending to select information; 
at least one sensing unit for sensing the motion of the motion 
unit and outputting the result of sensing; and at least one 
effective signal detection unit for checking whether the 
motion of the motion unit is an effective motion intending to 
select the information based on the result of sensing and 
outputting the result of checking as an effective signal. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0011. The above and other features and advantages of the 
present invention will become more apparent by describing 
in detail preferred embodiments thereof with reference to the 
attached drawings in which: 
0012 FIG. 1 is a flowchart of a method of selecting 
information in a multi-dimensional space according to the 
present invention; 
0013 FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an information selec 
tion apparatus for performing the method of FIG. 1 accord 
ing to the present invention; 
0014 FIG. 3 is a flowchart of a preferred embodiment of 
step 16 of FIG. 1 according to the present invention; 
0015 FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a preferred embodi 
ment of an effective signal detection unit of FIG. 2 according 
to the present invention; 
0016 FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a first embodiment of 
a feature amount detector of FIG. 4 according to the present 
invention; 
0017 FIGS. 6A through 6C are waveform diagrams of 
signals input to or output from the respective parts of the 
feature amount detector of FIG. 5: 

0018 FIG. 7 is a block diagram of a second embodiment 
of a feature amount detector of FIG. 4 according to the 
present invention; 
0.019 FIGS. 8A through 8D are waveform diagrams of 
the respective parts of FIG. 7: 
0020 FIG. 9 is a block diagram of a first embodiment of 
a signal extractor of FIG. 5 or 7 according to the present 
invention; 

0021 FIG. 10 is a block diagram of a second embodiment 
of a signal extractor of FIG. 5 or 7 according to the present 
invention; 

0022 FIG. 11 is a waveform diagram showing the first 
and second predetermined periods for explaining steps 74 
and 76 shown in FIG. 3; 

0023 FIG. 12 is a flowchart of a first embodiment of an 
information selection method according to the present 
invention when at least two effective motions are generated; 
0024 FIG. 13 is a block diagram of an information 
selection apparatus for performing the method of FIG. 12 
according to the present invention; 

0025 FIG. 14 is a flowchart of a second embodiment of 
an information selection method according to the present 
invention when at least two effective motions are generated; 
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0026 FIG. 15 is a block diagram of an information 
selection apparatus for performing the method of FIG. 14 
according to the present invention; 
0027 FIG. 16 is a flowchart of a third embodiment of an 
information selection method according to the present 
invention when at least two effective motions are generated; 
0028 FIG. 17 is a block diagram of an information 
selection apparatus for performing the method of FIG. 16 
according to the present invention; 
0029 FIG. 18 is a flowchart of a fourth embodiment of an 
information selection method according to the present 
invention when at least two effective motions are generated; 
and 

0030 FIG. 19 is a block diagram of an information 
selection apparatus for performing the method of FIG. 18 
according to the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

0031 Hereinafter, a method of selecting information in a 
multi-dimensional space according to the present invention 
and the structure and operations of an information selection 
apparatus for performing the above method according to the 
present invention will be described with reference to the 
attached drawings. 
0032 FIG. 1 is a flowchart of a method of selecting 
information in a multi-dimensional space according to the 
present invention. The method includes identifying effective 
information depending on whether a user's motion is effec 
tive, in steps 10 through 18. 
0033 FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an information selec 
tion apparatus for performing the method of FIG. 1 accord 
ing to the present invention. The information selection 
apparatus includes a motion unit 40, a sensing unit 42, a 
regularizing unit 44, an analog-to-digital converter (ADC) 
46, an effective signal detection unit 48, a motion amount 
detection unit 50, a first comparator 52, and an effective 
information determination unit 54. 

0034. At least one motion unit 40 shown in FIG. 2 is 
moved by a user. When the user desires to select informa 
tion, that is, when the user points at information or deter 
mines input of information, he/she moves the motion unit 40 
in a two- or three-dimensional space. Generally, the user 
performs a clicking motion when determining the input of 
pointed information. To sense Such a clicking motion, for 
example, the motion unit 40 may be attached to each finger 
performing the clicking motion. 

0035) In one embodiment of the present invention, the 
motion unit 40 can be attached to a predetermined body part, 
for example, a hand, finger, foot, head, arm, or leg, of a user. 
The motion unit 40 may be a member (not shown) of a glove 
type which is directly installed on the hand or may be a 
manipulation member (not shown) which can be manipu 
lated by the user without being directly attached to the user's 
predetermined body part. For example, the manipulation 
member as the motion unit 40 can be realized in the form of 
a glove-puppet. 

0036) To perform a method of selecting information 
according to the present invention, at least one sensing unit 
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42 senses the motion of the motion unit 40 moved by a user 
desiring to select information and outputs the result of 
sensing the motion in step 10. The sensing unit 42 can 
visually sense the motion of the motion unit 40. For this, the 
sensing unit 42 visually observes the motion of the motion 
unit 40 through a monitor (not shown) and outputs the result 
of observation as the motion of the motion unit 40. In 
addition, the sensing unit 42 can sense the amount of motion 
of the motion unit 40 through the variation of acceleration, 
the variation of angular velocity, the variation of resistance, 
the variation of capacitance, the variation of a magnetic 
field, the direction of a magnetic field, or the variation of the 
number of pulses. For this, the sensing unit 42 can be 
realized as a Micro ElectroMechanic System (MEMS) iner 
tial sensor for sensing the variation of acceleration and 
angular Velocity, a variable resistance sensor for sensing the 
variation of resistance, a variable capacity sensor for sensing 
the variation of capacitance, a magnetic sensor for sensing 
the variation of a magnetic field or the direction of a 
magnetic field, or a rotary encoder type sensor for sensing 
the variation of the number of pulses. Here, the magnetic 
sensor can be realized as a giant magneto resistive (GMR) 
sensor. The examples of the structures and operations of 
these sensors are disclosed in Korean Patent Application No. 
2001-41560, entitled “Information Input Apparatus and 
Method Using Body Angle at Joint. 
0037. The information selection apparatus of FIG. 2 can 
be provided with the regularizing unit 44 for the case where 
a plurality of motions are sensed by at least one sensing unit 
42. The information selection apparatus may not be provided 
with the regularizing unit 44 when only one motion is sensed 
by the sensing unit 42. The regularizing unit 44 regularizes 
the result of sensing of the sensing unit 42 and outputs the 
result of regularization to the ADC 46 and the motion 
amount detection unit 50. 

0038 If the regularizing unit 44 is not provided, after step 
10, it is determined whether the amount of the sensed motion 
exceeds a predetermined amount in step 12. If it is deter 
mined that the sensed motion amount exceeds the predeter 
mined amount, an information selection method according 
to the present invention ends. However, if it is determined 
that the sensed motion amount does not exceed the prede 
termined amount, the procedure goes to step 14. To perform 
step 12, the information selection apparatus of FIG. 2 can be 
provided with the motion amount detection unit 50 and the 
first comparator 52. Here, if the regularizing unit 44 is not 
provided, the motion amount detection unit 50 detects a 
motion amount from the result of sensing of the sensing unit 
42 and outputs the detected motion amount to the first 
comparator 52. In contrast, if the regularizing unit 44 is 
provided, the motion amount detection unit 50 detects a 
motion amount from the result of regularization received 
from the regularizing unit 44. The first comparator 52 
compares the motion amount received from the motion 
amount detection unit 50 with a predetermined amount 
externally received and outputs the result of comparison to 
the effective signal detection unit 48. For example, when it 
is assumed that the motion unit 40 is attached to each finger, 
and that a user selects information by moving a finger, that 
is, by bending or clicking the finger, the motion of a finger 
accompanied with a large motion of a users hand to the 
front, to the back, to the left, to the right, up, or down is 
Supposed not to be the user's intentional motion for selecting 
information. Therefore, the result of sensing Such an unin 
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tentional motion must not be used in an information selec 
tion method according to the present invention. For this, step 
12 is performed. Accordingly, if it is determined that the 
motion amount exceeds the predetermined amount based on 
the result of comparison received from the first comparator 
52, the effective signal detection unit 48 does not generate 
an effective signal. According to the present invention, step 
12 can be selectively provided. Consequently, the motion 
amount detection unit 50 and the first comparator 52 can also 
be selectively provided. 

0039. If it is determined that the motion amount does not 
exceed the predetermined amount, when the regularizing 
unit 44 is not provided, the ADC 46 converts the result of 
sensing received from the sensing unit 42 from an analog 
form into a digital form in response to the result of com 
parison received from the first comparator 52 and outputs 
the result of conversion to the effective signal detection unit 
48 in step 14. However, when the regularizing unit 44 is 
provided, the ADC 46 converts the result of regularization 
received from the regularizing unit 44 from an analog form 
into a digital form and outputs the result of conversion to the 
effective signal detection unit 48. According to an embodi 
ment of the present invention, the ADC 46 converts the 
result of sensing from an analog form into a digital form 
only when it is recognized that the sensed motion amount 
does not exceed the predetermined amount based on the 
result of comparison received from the first comparator 52. 
However, according to another embodiment of the present 
invention, unlike FIG. 2, the ADC 46 can convert the result 
of sensing in an analog form into a digital form regardless 
of the result of comparison performed by the first compara 
tor 52. In this case, the effective signal detection unit 48 
receiving the result of comparison performed by the first 
comparator 52 determines whether the result of conversion 
output from the ADC 46 is used for generating an effective 
signal. 

0040. In addition, according to the present invention, step 
14 and the ADC 46 can be selectively provided. In other 
words, when the result of sensing performed by the sensing 
unit 42 has an analog form and the effective signal detection 
unit 48 detects an effective signal in a digital form, the ADC 
46 is provided. However, when the result of sensing per 
formed by the sensing unit 42 has a digital form, the ADC 
46 is not provided. 

0041 According to the present invention, unlike FIG. 1, 
step 14 can be provided between step 10 and step 12. For 
example, after step 10, the result of sensing is converted 
from an analog form into a digital form, and the procedure 
goes to step 12. For this, unlike FIG. 2, the ADC 46 is 
provided between the sensing unit 42 and the regularizing 
unit 44, so the result of sensing is converted from an analog 
form into a digital form either in response to the result of 
comparison performed by the first comparator 52 or regard 
less of the result of comparison performed by the first 
comparator 52. Here, the regularizing unit 44 regularizes a 
signal in a digital form resulting from the conversion per 
formed by the ADC 46 and outputs the result of regularizing 
to the effective signal detection unit 48 and the motion 
amount detection unit 50. 

0042. After step 14, it is determined whether the motion 
sensed by the sensing unit 42 is an effective one, i.e., the 
intended one for information selection when the user moves 
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the motion unit, in step 16. For this, if it is recognized that 
the amount of the sensed motion does not exceed the 
predetermined amount based on the result of comparison 
received from the first comparator 52, the effective signal 
detection unit 48 determines whether the motion of the 
motion unit 40 moved by the user is an effective one based 
on the result of sensing performed by the sensing unit 42 
when the ADC 46 and the regularizing unit 44 are not 
provided, based on the result of conversion performed by the 
ADC 46 when the ADC 46 is provided as shown in FIG. 2, 
based on the result of regularization performed by the 
regularizing unit 44 when the ADC 46 is provided between 
the sensing unit 42 and the regularizing unit 44 in FIG. 2, or 
based on the result of conversion performed by the ADC 46 
when the regularizing unit 44 is not provided in FIG. 2. 

0043. If it is determined that the motion of the motion 
unit 40 is not an effective one intended for information 
selection, the effective signal detection unit 48 controls the 
sensing unit 42 to sense a new motion. In contrast, if it is 
determined that the motion of the motion unit 40 is an 
effective one intended for information selection, the effec 
tive signal detection unit 48 generates an effective signal 
indicating that the motion of the motion unit 40 is an 
effective one and outputs the effective signal to the effective 
information determination unit 54. 

0044) For clarity of the present invention, on the assump 
tion that the regularizing unit 44 and the ADC 46 are not 
provided, a preferred embodiment of step 16 shown in FIG. 
1 and the structure and operations of a preferred embodi 
ment of the effective signal detection unit 48 shown in FIG. 
2 will be described with reference to the attached drawings. 
Even if the regularizing unit 44 and/or the ADC 46 are 
provided, descriptions of the embodiments will be the same 
as in the case where the regularizing unit 44 and the ADC 46 
are not provided, with the exception that not the result of 
sensing but the result of regularization or a signal in a digital 
form is input to the effective signal detection unit 48. 
004.5 FIG. 3 is a flowchart of a preferred embodiment 
16A of step 16 of FIG. 1 according to the present invention. 
The embodiment 16A of step 16 includes determining the 
sensed motion as an effective motion according to a feature 
amount detected from the result of sensing and a period for 
which the detected feature amount is maintained in steps 70 
through 76. 

0046 FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a preferred embodi 
ment 48A of the effective signal detection unit 48 of FIG. 2 
according to the present invention. The preferred embodi 
ment 48A of the effective signal detection unit 48 includes 
a feature amount detector 90, a regularizing unit 92, a second 
comparator 94, a first counter 96, a third comparator 98, an 
effective signal generator 100, and a fourth comparator 102. 

0047. The feature amount detector 90 of FIG. 4 extracts 
a portion having a change in size from the result of sensing 
received through an input terminal IN2 as a feature amount 
and outputs the extracted feature amount in step 70. If there 
is no motion of the motion unit 40, the result of sensing has 
only a direct current component, so there is no portion 
having a change in the size of the result of sensing. 
0048 If only one motion is always sensed by the sensing 
unit 42 of FIG. 2, the regularizing unit 92 may not be 
provided. However, if a plurality of motions are sensed by 
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the sensing unit 42, the regularizing unit 92 is provided as 
a substitute for the regularizing unit 44 of FIG. 2. In other 
words, only one of the regularizing units 44 and 92 can be 
selectively provided. The regularizing unit 92 regularizes 
the portion having a change in size, which has been 
extracted by the feature amount detector 90 in step 70, and 
outputs the result of regularization to the second comparator 
94. The functions and operations of the regularizing units 44 
and 92 shown in FIGS. 2 and 4, respectively, will be 
described in detail. 

0049. The regularizing unit 44 or 92 regularizes input 
data and can be realized as a multiplier (not shown) for 
multiplying the received sensing result by a weight and 
outputting the multiplication result as the result of regular 
ization. For example, when it is assumed that the motion unit 
40 is provided at each of a thumb, index finger, middle 
finger, ring finger, and little finger, a different amount of a 
motion is generated when clicking each finger, so the result 
of sensing is regularized to detect only the component 
having a change in size from the result of sensing as a feature 
amount. For this, a weight multiplied by the result of sensing 
the motion of the thumb is set to be larger than a weight 
multiplied by the result of sensing the motion of a finger 
other than the thumb, for example, the little finger. As 
described above, weights can be empirically determined in 
advance as having different values according to the motion 
degree of the motion unit 40. For example, the results of 
sensing the motions generated when clicking the thumb, 
index finger, middle finger, ring finger, and little finger, 
respectively, are examined in advance, and the results of 
examinations are analyzed to set different weights for dif 
ferent fingers. 
0050 Alternatively, according to the present invention, 
different weights can be set depending on an angle at which 
each finger is bent regardless of the kind of finger. For 
example, all angles at which the thumb, index finger, middle 
finger, ring finger, and little finger can be bent are examined, 
and the results of examinations are analyzed to set different 
weights for different angles. 

0051 Meanwhile, the structures and operations of 
embodiments of the feature amount detector 90 shown in 
FIG. 4 will be described with reference to the attached 
drawings. 

0.052 FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a first embodiment 
90A of the feature amount detector 90 of FIG. 4 according 
to the present invention. The first embodiment 90A of the 
feature amount detector 90 includes a low-pass filter 120, a 
high-pass filter 122, and a signal extractor 124. 
0053 FIGS. 6A through 6C are waveform diagrams of 
signals input to or output from the respective parts of the 
feature amount detector 90A of FIG. 5. FIG. 6A is a 
waveform diagram of a signal input to the low-pass filter 
120. FIG. 6B is a waveform diagram of a signal output from 
the low-pass filter 120. FIG. 6C is a waveform diagram of 
a signal output from the high-pass filter 122. 

0054 According to this embodiment of the present inven 
tion, a band pass filter 126 of the feature amount detector 
90A band-pass filters the result of sensing received through 
an input terminal IN3, as shown in FIG. 6A, and outputs the 
result of band-pass filtering as a feature amount to the signal 
extractor 124. For this, as shown in FIG. 5, the band pass 
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filter 126 can include the low-pass filter 120 and the high 
pass filter 122. The low-pass filter 120 low-pass filters the 
result of sensing, which is shown in FIG. 6A and input 
through the input terminal IN3, and outputs the result of 
low-pass filtering shown in FIG. 6B to the high-pass filter 
122. The high-pass filter 122 high-pass filters the result of 
low-pass filtering shown in FIG. 6B and outputs the result of 
high-pass filtering shown in FIG. 6C as a portion having a 
change in size of the result of sensing to the signal extractor 
124. The signal extractor 124 extracts only the positive or 
negative component from the portion having a change in 
size shown in FIG. 6C, which is output from the high-pass 
filter 122, as a feature amount and outputs the extracted 
feature amount through an output terminal OUT6. 
0055 FIG. 7 is a block diagram of a second embodiment 
90B of the feature amount detector 90 of FIG. 4 according 
to the present invention. The second embodiment 90B of the 
feature amount detector 90 includes first and second filters 
140 and 142, a differential calculator 144, and a signal 
extractor 146. 

0056. According to this embodiment, the first filter 140 of 
the feature amount detector 90B filters a first frequency 
component of the result of sensing input through an input 
terminal IN4 and outputs the result of filtering to the 
differential calculator 144. The second filter 142 filters a 
second frequency component of the result of sensing input 
through the input terminal IN4 and outputs the result of 
filtering to the differential calculator 144. The differential 
calculator 144 calculates the difference between the result of 
filtering of the first filter 140 and the result of filtering of the 
second filter 142 and outputs the calculated difference to the 
signal extractor 146. 
0057 According to the present invention, each of the first 
and second frequency components filtered by the first and 
second filters 140 and 142, respectively, may be a low-band 
component, a high-band component, or just a band compo 
nent. The first and second frequency components may be a 
low-band component and a high-band component, respec 
tively, a low-band component and a band component, 
respectively, or a high-band component and a band compo 
nent, respectively. For clarity of the present invention, when 
it is assumed that the first and second frequency components 
are low-band components, that the cut-off frequency f. of 
the first filter 140 is 10 Hz, and that the cut-off frequency f. 
of the second filter 142 is 4 Hz, the feature amount detector 
90B of FIG.7 generates a portion having a change in the size 
of the result of sensing as follows. 
0.058 FIGS. 8A through 8D are waveform diagrams of 
the respective parts of FIG. 7. FIG. 8A is a waveform 
diagram of the result of sensing input to the first and second 
filters 140 and 142. FIG. 8B is a waveform diagram of the 
result of low-pass filtering of the first filter 140. FIG. 8C is 
a waveform diagram of the result of low-pass filtering of the 
second filter 142. FIG. 8D is a waveform diagram of a 
difference component output from the differential calculator 
144. 

0059) The first filter 140 having the cut-off frequency f. 
of 10 Hz, low-pass filters the first frequency component of 
the result of sensing, which is input through the input 
terminal IN4 and shown in FIG. 8A, and outputs the result 
of filtering shown in FIG. 8B to the differential calculator 
144. The second filter 142 having the cut-off frequency f. 
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of 4 Hz, low-pass filters the second frequency component of 
the result of sensing, which is input through the input 
terminal IN4 and shown in FIG. 8A, and outputs the result 
of filtering shown in FIG. 8C to the differential calculator 
144. The differential calculator 144 calculates the difference 
between the result of filtering of the first filter 140 shown in 
FIG. 8B and the result of filtering of the second filter 142 
shown in FIG. 8C and outputs the calculated difference 
shown in FIG. 8D as the portion having a change in size of 
the result of sensing to the signal extractor 146. The signal 
extractor 146 extracts only the positive or negative compo 
nent from the difference received from the differential cal 
culator 144 as a feature amount and outputs the extracted 
feature amount through an output terminal OUTT. 
0060 Let us know suppose that the motion unit 40 is 
attached to the thumb of a glove-shaped member (not 
shown) and a user wearing the glove-shaped member on 
his/her hand clicks information by moving his/her thumb to 
the left or right. Here, since the thumb usually moves to the 
left and right when the user clicks the thumb, it is necessary 
to set only one direction effective in clicking. Otherwise, 
when the thumb is moved for one click, two clicks may be 
recognized. To recognize an effective motion only, the signal 
extractor 124 or 146 shown in FIG. 5 or 7 extracts a negative 
or positive component as a feature amount from the portion 
having a change in size. 
0061 FIG. 9 is a block diagram of a first embodiment of 
the signal extractor 124 or 146 of FIG. 5 or 7 according to 
the present invention. In this embodiment, the signal extrac 
tor 124 or 146 is realized as a first rectifier 160. 

0062) The first rectifier 160 shown in FIG.9 rectifies the 
portion, which has a change in size of the result of sensing 
and is received from the high-pass filter 122 through an input 
terminal IN5, or the difference received from the differential 
calculator 144 through the input terminal IN5 and outputs 
the result of rectification as the feature amount through an 
output terminal OUT8. Accordingly, only the portion having 
a change in size of the result of sensing output from the 
high-pass filter 122 or only the positive component of the 
difference output from the differential calculator 144 can be 
extracted as the feature amount. 

0063 FIG. 10 is a block diagram of a second embodiment 
of the signal extractor 124 or 146 of FIG. 5 or 7 according 
to the present invention. In this embodiment, the signal 
extractor 124 or 146 includes a first inverter 180, a second 
rectifier 182, and a second inverter 184. 

0064. The first inverter 180 shown in FIG. 10 inverts the 
portion, which has a change in the size of the result of 
sensing and is received from the high-pass filter 122 through 
an input terminal IN6, or the difference received from the 
differential calculator 144 through the input terminal IN6 
and outputs the result of inversion to the second rectifier 
182. The second rectifier 182 rectifies the result of inversion 
received from the first inverter 180 and outputs the result of 
rectification to the second inverter 184. The second inverter 
184 inverts the result of rectification received from the 
second rectifier 182 and outputs the result of inversion as the 
feature amount through an output terminal OUT9. Accord 
ingly, only the size-changed portion of the result of sensing 
output from the high-pass filter 122 or only the negative 
component of the difference output from the differential 
calculator 144 can be extracted as the feature amount. 
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0065. Meanwhile, after step 70 shown in FIG. 3, it is 
determined whether the feature amount is equal to or greater 
than a predetermined threshold in step 72. The predeter 
mined threshold is previously set according to the motion 
range of the motion unit 40 can be moved. For example, 
when the motion unit 40 is attached to a user's each finger, 
the amplitudes of feature amounts detected when each finger 
is clicked are acquired in advance, and the predetermined 
threshold can be set based on the result of analyzing the 
acquired amplitudes of the feature amounts, that is, the 
motion degrees of the fingers. 

0066. To perform step 72, the second comparator 94 
compares the feature amount received from the feature 
amount detector 90 with the externally received predeter 
mined threshold and outputs the result of comparison to the 
first counter 96 and to the sensing unit 42 through an output 
terminal OUT2. If it is determined that the feature amount 
is less than the predetermined threshold, the procedure goes 
to step 10. For this, the sensing unit 42 senses a new motion 
of the motion unit 40 when the feature amount is recognized 
as being less than the predetermined threshold based on the 
result of comparison performed by the second comparator 
94. 

0067 FIG. 11 is a waveform diagram showing first and 
second predetermined periods T1 and T2 for explaining 
steps 74 and 76 shown in FIG. 3. The vertical axis refers to 
time, and the horizontal axis refers to amplitude values. 

0068 Referring to FIG. 11, if it is determined that a 
feature amount 200 is at least of the same value as the 
predetermined threshold, it is determined whether the fea 
ture amount 200 is maintained to be at least the predeter 
mined threshold during the first predetermined period T1 in 
step 74. To perform step 74, the effective signal detection 
unit 48A can be further provided with the first counter 96 
and the third comparator 98. The first counter 96 performs 
a counting operation in response to the result of comparison 
received from the second comparator 94 and outputs the 
result of counting to the third comparator 98. For example, 
the first counter 96 performs a counting operation when 
recognizing that the feature amount is at least of the same 
value as the predetermined threshold based on the result of 
comparison performed by the second comparator 94 and 
does not perform the counting operation when it is recog 
nized that the feature amount 200 is less than the predeter 
mined threshold. Then, the third comparator 98 compares 
the result of counting received from the first counter 96 with 
the first predetermined period T1 externally received and 
outputs the result of comparison to the effective signal 
generator 100 and to the sensing unit 42 through an output 
terminal OUT3. 

0069. If it is determined that the feature amount 200 is not 
maintained to be at least the predetermined threshold for the 
first predetermined period T1, the procedure goes to step 10. 
For this, the sensing unit 42 senses a new motion of the 
motion unit 40 if it is determined that the feature amount 200 
is not maintained to be at least the predetermined threshold 
for the first predetermined period T1 based on the resuit of 
comparison performed by the third comparator 98. This is 
because a feature amount should be maintained to be at least 
a predetermined threshold for at least the first predetermined 
period T1 in order to determine a user's motion as an 
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intentional motion to select information. Otherwise, the 
user's motion is not determined as an intentional effective 
motion. 

0070. In contrast, if it is determined that the feature 
amount 200 is maintained to be at least the predetermined 
threshold for the first predetermined period T1, the sensed 
motion of the motion unit 40 is determined as an effective 
motion in step 76, and the procedure goes to step 18. Here, 
the first predetermined period T1 is set to the minimum time 
taken for the user to move the motion unit 40 to intentionally 
select information. For performing step 76, the effective 
signal generator 100 generates an effective signal indicating 
that the motion of the motion unit 40 is an effective motion 
in response to the result of comparison received from the 
third comparator 98 and outputs the effective signal to the 
effective information determination unit 54 through an out 
put terminal OUT4. Here, if it is determined that the feature 
amount 200 is maintained to be at least the predetermined 
threshold for the first predetermined period T1 based on the 
result of comparison of the third comparator 98, the sensing 
unit 42 may not sense a new motion of the motion unit 40 
or may not output the result of sensing. 
0071 Step 74 may be selectively provided. Accordingly, 
the first counter 96 and the third comparator 98 of FIG. 4 
may also be selectively provided. In this case, the effective 
signal generator 100 generates an effective signal in 
response to the result of comparison received from the 
second comparator 94. For example, the effective signal 
generator 100 generates an effective signal if it is determined 
that the feature amount 200 is at least of the same value as 
the predetermined threshold based on the result of compari 
son received from the second comparator 94 and does not 
generate an effective signal if it is determined that the feature 
amount 200 is less than the predetermined threshold. 
0072 Meanwhile, according to the present invention, 
when it is determined whether the sensed motion is effective 
in step 16, the result of sensing obtained for a period other 
than the first predetermined period T1 in the second prede 
termined period T2 of FIG. 11 is not used because undesir 
able cross-talk or noise may occur when the user selects 
information. For example, when the user having the motion 
unit 40 attached to each finger moves the middle finger in 
order to input desired information, the ring finger may be 
moved together, which causes cross-talk occurrence. To 
prevent such cross-talk from occurring, the effective signal 
detection unit 48A can be provided with the fourth com 
parator 102. The fourth comparator 102 compares the result 
of counting received from the first counter 96 with the 
second predetermined period T2 received externally and 
outputs the result of comparison to the effective signal 
generator 100 and to the sensing unit 42 through an output 
terminal OUT5. Then, the effective signal generator 100 
generates an effective signal in response to the result of 
comparison received from the fourth comparator 102. For 
example, if it is recognized that the second predetermined 
period T2 has not elapsed since the first predetermined 
period T1 elapsed, based on the result of comparison per 
formed by the fourth comparator 102, the effective signal 
generator 100 does not generate a new effective signal even 
if it is recognized that the feature amount 200 is at least of 
the same value as the predetermined threshold based on the 
result of comparison of the second comparator 94. Accord 
ing to the present invention, if it is recognized that a current 
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time is in the period other than the first predetermined period 
T1 in the second predetermined period T2 based on the 
result of comparison performed by the fourth comparator 
102, the sensing unit 42 may not sense a new motion of the 
motion unit 40 or may not output the result of sensing. This 
is for preventing the sensing unit 42 from unnecessarily 
performing a sensing operation during the period other than 
the first predetermined period T1 in the second predeter 
mined period T2. According to the present invention, the 
second predetermined period T2 is set according to a time 
period for which the motion unit 40 may be unnecessarily 
moved when the user selects information. Alternatively, the 
second predetermined period T2 may be set to be different 
depending on the type of motion unit 40. For example, when 
it is assumed that the motion unit 40 is attached to each 
finger of the users hands and a clicking motion is performed 
by moving the thumb, the second predetermined period T2 
is set to be longer than it is set on the assumption that the 
clicking operation is performed by moving a finger other 
than the thumb, in order to prevent two feature amounts 
from being detected. Here, since the thumb is moved two 
times to the left and right for the clicking motion unlike the 
other fingers, two feature amounts may be detected. Accord 
ing to the present invention, the fourth comparator 102 
shown in FIG. 4 can be selectively provided. In this case, the 
effective signal generator 100 generates an effective signal 
in response to only the result of comparison received from 
the third comparator 98 regardless of whether the second 
predetermined period T2 has elapsed. 

0073. The effective information determination unit 54 of 
FIG. 2 determines the information received through an input 
terminal IN1 as effective information in response to the 
effective signal received from the effective signal detection 
unit 48 and outputs the effective information through an 
output terminal OUT1 in step 18. For example, if it is 
recognized that the motion of the motion unit 40 is an 
effective motion based on the effective signal, the effective 
information determination unit 54 determines the informa 
tion, which is selected by the effective motion and received 
through the input terminal IN1, as effective information and 
outputs the determined information through the output ter 
minal OUT1. However, if it is recognized that the motion of 
the motion unit 40 is not an effective motion based on the 
effective signal, the effective information determination unit 
54 determines the information, which is selected by the 
motion of the motion unit 40 and received through the input 
terminal IN1, as ineffective information. 

0074 For example, the effective information determina 
tion unit 54 shown in FIG. 2 may be applied as an infor 
mation selection unit which is disclosed in the Korean Patent 
Application No. 2001-41560 mentioned above. In such an 
application, the effective information determination unit 54 
establishes a one-dimensional position of an information 
screen from a first and/or second displacement and an angle, 
determines the information, which is located at the estab 
lished one-dimensional position and received through the 
input terminal IN1, as effective information selected by the 
user in response to the effective signal received from the 
effective signal detection unit 48, and outputs the established 
effective information through the output terminal OUT1. 
0075) More specifically, the effective information deter 
mination unit 54 acts as an information recognizer disclosed 
in the Korean Patent Application No. 2001-41560. In other 
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words, the effective information determination unit 54 
searches for the information which is mapped to a one 
dimensional position designated by a user on the informa 
tion screen, recognizes the searched information which is 
received through the input terminal IN1 as effective infor 
mation which is selected by the user in response to the 
effective signal received from the effective signal detection 
unit 48, and outputs the recognized effective information 
through the output terminal OUT1. Alternatively, the effec 
tive information determination unit 54 searches for the 
information, which is mapped to the horizontal and vertical 
coordinate values corresponding to a two-dimensional posi 
tion determined from the horizontal and vertical positions of 
information designated by the user on the information 
screen, recognizes the searched information which is 
received through the input terminal IN1 as effective infor 
mation which is selected by the user in response to the 
effective signal received from the effective signal detection 
unit 48, and outputs the recognized effective information 
through the output terminal OUT1. 

0.076 Meanwhile, at least two effective motions may be 
detected. For example, when the motion unit 40 is provided 
at each finger, the clicking motion of a middle finger can be 
accompanied with the motion of a ring finger and the motion 
of a little finger. In this case, the unintentional motions of the 
ring and little fingers must be considered as ineffective 
motions. Otherwise, the motions of the ring and little fingers 
may act as cross-talk when it is determined whether the 
motion of the middle finger is an effective motion. 
0077. Hereinafter, in the case where at least two effective 
motions are generated, an information selection method 
according to the present invention and the structure and 
operations of an information selection apparatus according 
to the present invention for performing the above method 
will be described with reference to the attached drawings. 

0078 FIG. 12 is a flowchart of a first embodiment of an 
information selection method according to the present 
invention when at least two effective motions are generated. 
In this embodiment, the information selection method 
includes determining effective information using one motion 
among a plurality of effective motions in steps 220 through 
226. 

0079 FIG. 13 is a block diagram of an information 
selection apparatus for performing the method of FIG. 12 
according to the present invention. The information selec 
tion apparatus includes a first storage unit 240, a second 
counter 242, a first feature amount selector 244, and an 
effective information determination unit 246. 

0080) If it is determined that the motion of the motion 
unit 40 is an effective motion in step 16 shown in FIG. 1, it 
is determined whether there are at least two effective 
motions in step 220. For this, the second counter 242 counts 
the number of effective signals received from the effective 
signal detection unit 48 through an input terminal IN8 and 
outputs the result of counting to the first feature amount 
selector 244 and to the effective information determination 
unit 246. 

0081. If it is determined that there are at least two 
effective motions, the largest effective motion is selected 
from the effective motions in step 224. For this, the first 
storage unit 240 receives one or more feature amounts 
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corresponding to one or more effective motions from the 
feature amount detector 90 through an input terminal IN7 
and stores the one or more feature amounts. The first feature 
amount selector 244 selects the biggest feature amount from 
the feature amounts stored in the first storage unit 240 in 
response to the result of counting received from the second 
counter 242 and outputs the selected feature amount to the 
effective information determination unit 246. For example, 
only if it is recognized that there are at least two effective 
motions based on the result of counting received from the 
second counter 242, the first feature amount selector 244 
performs step 224. 
0082 The steps 220 and 224 may be performed between 
steps 16 and 18 shown in FIG. 1. The first storage unit 240, 
the second counter 242, and the first feature amount selector 
244 shown in FIG. 13 may be provided between the effective 
signal detection unit 48 and the effective information deter 
mination unit 54 shown in FIG. 2. In this case, the effective 
information determination unit 246 acts as the effective 
information determination unit 54. 

0083. Here, if it is determined that there are not at least 
two effective motions based on the result of counting per 
formed by the second counter 242, the effective information 
determination unit 246 determines the information, which is 
selected by a single effective motion and received through an 
input terminal IN9, as effective information and outputs the 
determined effective information through an output terminal 
OUT10 in step 222. Alternatively, if it is determined that 
there are at least two effective motions based on the result of 
counting performed by the second counter 242, after step 
224, the effective information determination unit 246 deter 
mines information, which is selected by an effective motion 
corresponding to the feature amount selected by the first 
feature amount selector 244 from a plurality of pieces of 
information which are selected by the effective motions and 
received through the input terminal IN9, as the effective 
information and outputs the determined effective informa 
tion through the output terminal OUT10 in step 226. 
0084 FIG. 14 is a flowchart of a second embodiment of 
an information selection method according to the present 
invention when at least two effective motions are generated. 
In this embodiment, the information selection method 
includes determining the effective information using one 
motion among a plurality of effective motions, in steps 260 
through 266. 
0085 FIG. 15 is a block diagram of an information 
selection apparatus for performing the method of FIG. 14 
according to the present invention. The information selec 
tion apparatus includes a second storage unit 280, a third 
counter 282, a first time selector 284, and an effective 
information determination unit 286. 

0086). If it is determined that the motion of the motion 
unit 40 is an effective motion in step 16 shown in FIG. 1, it 
is determined whether there are at least two effective 
motions in step 260. For this, the third counter 282 counts 
the number of effective signals received from the effective 
signal detection unit 48 through an input terminal IN11 and 
outputs the result of counting to the first time selector 284 
and to the effective information determination unit 286. 

0087. If it is determined that there are at least two 
effective motions, a first determined effective motion is 
selected from the effective motions in step 264, and the 
procedure goes to step 266. 
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0088 For clarity of step 264, it is assumed that the 
motion unit 40 is attached to each finger of a users hands 
intending to select information, and information is selected 
by moving one of the user's fingers. Here, at least one finger 
near to a finger which is intentionally moved may be moved 
together or following with the intentionally moved finger 
regardless of the user's intention. Accordingly, in step 264 it 
is determined which finger is intentionally moved based on 
the fact that a feature amount generated by the motion of the 
intentionally moved finger is detected prior to a feature 
amount generated by the motion of a near finger. To perform 
step 264, the second storage unit 280 stores points (that is, 
instants of time) when one or more feature amounts corre 
sponding to one or more effective motions are received from 
the feature amount detector 90 through an input terminal 
IN10. The first time selector 284 selects an earliest time from 
the instants of time stored in the second storage unit 280 in 
response to the result of counting received from the third 
counter 282 and outputs the selected time to the effective 
information determination unit 286. For example, only if it 
is recognized that there are at least two effective motions 
based on the result of counting received from the third 
counter 282, the first time selector 284 performs step 264. 
Steps 260 and 264 may be performed between steps 16 and 
18 shown in FIG. 1. The second storage unit 280, the third 
counter 282, and the first time selector 284 shown in FIG. 15 
may be provided between the effective signal detection unit 
48 and the effective information determination unit 54 
shown in FIG. 2. In this case, the effective information 
determination unit 286 acts as the effective information 
determination unit 54. 

0089. Here, if it is determined that there are not at least 
two effective motions based on the result of counting per 
formed by the third counter 282, the effective information 
determination unit 286 determines the information, which is 
selected by a single effective motion and received through an 
input terminal IN12, as effective information and outputs the 
determined effective information through an output terminal 
OUT11 in step 262. Alternatively, if it is determined that 
there are at least two effective motions based on the result of 
counting performed by the third counter 282, after step 264, 
the effective information determination unit 286 determines 
the information, which is selected by the first determined 
effective motion corresponding to a feature amount gener 
ated at the time selected by the first time selector 284 from 
a plurality of pieces of information which are selected by the 
effective motions and received through the input terminal 
IN12, as the effective information and outputs the deter 
mined effective information through the output terminal 
OUT11 in step 266. 

0090 FIG. 16 is a flowchart of a third embodiment of an 
information selection method according to the present 
invention when at least two effective motions are generated. 
In this embodiment, the information selection method 
includes determining the effective information using one 
motion among a plurality of effective motions, in steps 300 
through 310. 

0.091 FIG. 17 is a block diagram of an information 
selection apparatus for performing the method of FIG. 16 
according to the present invention. The information selec 
tion apparatus includes a third storage unit 330, a fourth 
storage unit 332, a fourth counter 334, a fifth comparator 
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336, a second feature amount selector 338, a second time 
selector 340, and an effective information determination unit 
342. 

0092. If it is determined that the motion of the motion 
unit 40 is an effective motion in step 16 shown in FIG. 1, it 
is determined whether there are at least two effective 
motions in step 300. For this, the fourth counter 334 counts 
the number of effective signals received from the effective 
signal detection unit 48 through an input terminal IN15 and 
outputs the result of counting to the fifth comparator 336 and 
to the effective information determination unit 342. 

0093. If it is determined that there are at least two 
effective motions, it is determined whether the effective 
motions are determined simultaneously in step 304. For this, 
the fourth storage unit 332 stores instants of time when one 
or more feature amounts corresponding to one or more 
effective motions are received from the feature amount 
detector 90 through an input terminal IN12. The fifth com 
parator 336 compares the instants of time stored in the fourth 
storage unit 332 and outputs the result of comparison to the 
second feature amount selector 338, the second time selector 
340, and the effective information determination unit 342. 
According to the present invention, the fifth comparator 336 
may perform a comparison operation in response to the 
result of counting received from the fourth counter 334. For 
example, if it is recognized that there are not at least two 
effective motions based on the result of counting performed 
by the fourth counter 334, the fifth comparator 336 does not 
perform the comparison operation. 

0094. If it is determined that the effective motions are not 
determined simultaneously, a first determined effective 
motion is selected from the effective motions in step 306, 
and the procedure goes to step 310. Like step 264, step 306 
is performed based on the fact that a feature amount corre 
sponding to the first determined effective motion is first 
detected by the feature amount detector 90. To perform step 
306, the second time selector 340 selects the earliest instant 
of time from the instants of time stored in the fourth storage 
unit 332 in response to the result of comparison received 
from the fifth comparator 336 and outputs the selected 
instant of time to the effective information determination 
unit 342. For example, only if it is recognized that the 
effective motions are not determined simultaneously based 
on the result of comparison received from the fifth com 
parator 336, the second time selector 340 performs step 306. 

0.095 If it is determined that the effective motions are 
determined simultaneously, the largest effective motion is 
selected from the effective motions in step 308, and the 
procedure goes to step 310. For this, the third storage unit 
330 receives one or more feature amounts corresponding to 
one or more effective motions from the feature amount 
detector 90 through an input terminal IN13 and stores the 
one or more feature amounts. The second feature amount 
selector 338 selects a biggest feature amount from among 
the feature amounts stored in the third storage unit 330 in 
response to the result of comparison received from the fifth 
comparator 336 and outputs the selected feature amount to 
the effective information determination unit 342. For 
example, only if it is recognized that the effective motions 
are determined simultaneously based on the result of com 
parison received from the fifth comparator 336, the second 
feature amount selector 338 performs step 308. 
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0096) The steps 300 through 308 may be performed 
between steps 16 and 18 shown in FIG. 1. The third and 
fourth storage units 330 and 332, the fourth counter 334, the 
fifth comparator 336, the second feature amount selector 
338, and the second time selector 340 shown in FIG. 17 may 
be provided between the effective signal detection unit 48 
and the effective information determination unit 54 shown in 
FIG. 2. In this case, the effective information determination 
unit 342 acts as the effective information determination unit 
54. 

0097 Here, if it is determined that there are not at least 
two effective motions based on the result of counting per 
formed by the fourth counter 334, the effective information 
determination unit 342 determines the information, which is 
selected by a single effective motion and received through an 
input terminal IN16, as effective information and outputs the 
determined effective information through an output terminal 
OUT12 in step 302. Alternatively, if it is determined that 
there are at least two effective motions based on the result of 
counting performed by the fourth counter 334, after step 306 
or 308, the effective information determination unit 342 
determines the information, which is selected by the effec 
tive motion corresponding to the feature amount selected by 
the second feature amount selector 338 or the feature 
amount generated at the instant of time selected by the 
second time selector 340 from a plurality of pieces of 
information which are selected by the effective motions and 
received through the input terminal IN16, as the effective 
information in response to the result of comparison received 
from the fifth comparator 336 and outputs the determined 
effective information through the output terminal OUT12 in 
step 310. 

0098 FIG. 18 is a flowchart of a fourth embodiment of an 
information selection method according to the present 
invention when at least two effective motions are generated. 
In this embodiment, the information selection method 
includes determining the effective information using one 
motion, among a plurality of effective motions, in steps 300, 
306 through 310, and 370. 
0099 FIG. 19 is a block diagram of an information 
selection apparatus for performing the method of FIG. 18 
according to the present invention. The information selec 
tion apparatus includes a third storage unit 330, a fourth 
storage unit 332, a fourth counter 334, a sixth comparator 
360, a second feature amount selector 338, a second time 
selector 340, and an effective information determination unit 
342. 

0100. The information selection method of FIG. 18 is the 
same as that of FIG. 16 with the exception that, step 370 in 
FIG. 18 is performed instead of step 304. In addition, the 
structure and operations of the information selection appa 
ratus shown in FIG. 19 are the same as those of the 
information selection apparatus shown in FIG. 17 with the 
exception that the sixth comparator 360 in FIG. 19 is used 
instead of the fifth comparator 336. Accordingly, in describ 
ing FIGS. 18 and 19, repeated portions will be omitted. 

0101 Unlike the method shown in FIG. 16, in the infor 
mation selection method shown in FIG. 18, if it is deter 
mined that there are at least two effective motions, it is 
determined in step 370 whether the amounts of the effective 
motions, that is, the degrees of the effective motions, are the 
same. If it is determined that the amounts of the effective 
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motions are the same, the procedure goes to step 306. If it 
is determined that the amounts of the effective motions are 
not the same, the procedure goes to step 308. For this, the 
sixth comparator 360 of FIG. 19 compares the feature 
amounts received from the third storage unit 330 and outputs 
the result of comparison to the second feature amount 
selector 338, the second time selector 340, and the effective 
information determination unit 342. Accordingly, if it is 
determined that the feature amounts corresponding to the 
effective motions are the same based on the result of 
comparison performed by the sixth comparator 360, that is, 
if it is determined that the degrees of the effective motions 
are the same, the second time selector 340 performs step 
306. In contrast, if it is determined that the feature amounts 
corresponding to the effective motions are not the same 
based on the result of comparison performed by the sixth 
comparator 360, the second feature amount selector 338 
performs step 308. 
0102) According to the present invention, the effective 
information determination unit 246, 286, or 342 shown in 
FIG. 13, 15, 17, or 19 may recognize which motion unit 40 
among one or more motion units 40 generates the effective 
motion selected in step 224, 264, 306, or 308. For this, 
instead of outputting the selected feature amount, the first or 
second feature amount selector 244 or 338 outputs a unique 
identification number for identifying the motion unit 40, 
which generates a motion corresponding to the selected 
feature amount, to the effective information determination 
unit 246 or 342. Instead of outputting the selected time, the 
first or second time selector 284 or 340 outputs the unique 
identification number of the motion unit 40, which generates 
a motion corresponding to the feature amount generated at 
the selected time, to the effective information determination 
unit 286 or 342. Accordingly, the effective information 
determination unit 246 can recognize which motion unit 40 
has generated a motion selected as an effective motion based 
on the unique identification number received from the first 
feature amount selector 244. Similarly, the effective infor 
mation determination unit 286 can recognize which motion 
unit 40 has generated a motion selected as an effective 
motion based on the unique identification number received 
from the first time selector 284. The effective information 
determination unit 342 can recognize which motion unit 40 
has generated a motion selected as an effective motion based 
on the unique identification number received from the 
second feature amount selector 338 or the second time 
Selector 340. 

0103) The information selection apparatus shown in FIG. 
2 may be provided with a separate communication unit (not 
shown) for converting the format of an effective signal 
received from the effective signal detection unit 48, con 
verting the signal having the converted format into a wire 
less signal, and wirelessly transmitting the wireless signal to 
the effective information determination unit 54. 

0104. As described above, the motion unit 40 can be 
attached to a user's predetermined body part. In the case 
where the predetermined body part is a finger, the sensing 
unit 42 senses the motion of a finger joint. In the case where 
the predetermined body part is a hand, the sensing unit 42 
senses the motion of the wrist. In the case where the 
predetermined body part is a neck, the sensing unit 42 senses 
the motion of the neck joint. In addition, in the case where 
the sensing unit 42 senses the motion of a third joint from the 
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end of the finger, an information selection method and 
apparatus according to the present invention can be used for 
recognizing whether the clicking motion of a finger Such as 
an index finger, middle finger, ring finger, or little finger is 
effective, because the third joint of a finger is usually moved 
when a user clicks a key on a widely known QWERY 
keyboard. 
0105 For example, let us assume that a user inputs 
information in a three-dimensional space by moving a 
glove-shaped member endowed with the sensing unit 42, 
and the sensing unit 42 is composed of inertial sensors 
attached to fingers and the back of a hand. Here, an infor 
mation selection method according to the present invention 
can be used for recognizing whether the information pointed 
at by the motion angle of a finger at its joint is effective or 
for recognizing whether a finger's clicking motion for 
determining the input of information pointed at by the finger 
is effective. 

0106 Consequently, when a user intends to point or input 
information by moving the motion unit 40 in a two- or 
three-dimensional space, an information selection method 
and apparatus according to the present invention can recog 
nize whether the motion of the motion unit 40 is effective in 
apparatuses for sensing the motion of the motion unit 40. 
0107 As described above, considering that a change in 
the size of the motion sensing result of the motion unit 40 
can be large or small when information is selected by slowly 
or quickly moving the motion unit 40, a method and 
apparatus for selecting information in a multi-dimensional 
space according to the present invention detect, as a portion 
having a change in size, the difference between the results of 
filtering performed using the first and second filters 140 and 
142 having different cut-off frequencies, thereby overcom 
ing difficulty in setting a predetermined threshold to a single 
value. In addition, even the very slight motion of the motion 
unit 40 can be accurately detected without being influenced 
by gravity and offsets which can be provoked by using an 
inertial sensor as the sensing unit 42. Moreover, the present 
invention can accurately determine whether a user's two- or 
three-dimensional motion is an effective motion for select 
ing information and which motion unit 40, among at least 
two motion units 40, has generated the effective motion, 
thereby achieving a high correct recognition rate and high 
reliability and allowing a user to easily select the desired 
information. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method of selecting information in a multi-dimen 

sional space, the method comprising the steps of: 
(a) sensing the motion of a user for information selection; 
(b) determining, using the amount of the sensed motion, 
whether the sensed motion is an effective motion of the 
intended information selection and returning to step (a) 
if it is determined that the motion is not the effective 
motion; and 

(c) determining whether the amount of the sensed motion 
exceeds a predetermined amount after step (a) and 
going to step (b) if it is determined that the amount of 
the motion does not exceed the predetermined amount. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of 
converting the result of sensing from an analog form into a 
digital one after step (a) and going to step (b), wherein step 
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(b) comprises determining whether the motion is the effec 
tive motion based on the result of conversion. 

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of 
(d) if it is determined that the motion is the effective motion 
in step (b), determining the information selected by the 
effective motion as effective information. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein step (a) comprises 
visually sensing the motion. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the motion is a 
three-dimensional motion. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the motion is a 
two-dimensional motion. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the information 
selection implies pointing the information. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the information 
selection denotes inputting the information. 

9. An apparatus for selecting information in a multi 
dimensional space, the apparatus comprising: 

at least one motion unit moved by a user intending to 
Select information; 

at least one sensing unit for sensing the motion of the 
motion unit and outputting the result of sensing: 

at least one effective signal detection unit for checking 
whether the motion of the motion unit is an effective 
motion intending to select the information based on the 
result of sensing and outputting the result of checking 
as an effective signal; 

a motion amount detection unit for detecting the amount 
of the motion from the result of sensing; and 

a first comparator for comparing the amount of the motion 
received from the motion amount detection unit with a 
predetermined amount and outputting the result of 
comparison, 

wherein the effective signal detection unit checks whether 
the motion of the motion unit is the effective motion in 
response to the result of comparison performed the first 
comparator. 

10. The apparatus of claim 9, further comprising an 
analog-to-digital converter for converting the sensing result 
from an analog form into a digital form and outputting the 
result of conversion to the effective signal detection unit, 

wherein the effective signal detection unit checks whether 
the motion of the motion unit is the effective motion 
based on the result of conversion. 

11. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the analog-to 
digital converter converts the result of sensing from the 
analog form into the digital form in response to the result of 
comparison performed by the first comparator. 

12. The apparatus of claim 9, further comprising an 
effective information determination unit for determining 
information selected by the motion as effective information 
in response to the effective signal received from the effective 
signal detection unit. 

13. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the sensing unit 
visually senses the motion of the motion unit. 

14. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the motion unit is 
moved by the user in a three-dimensional space. 

15. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the motion unit is 
moved by the user in a two-dimensional space. 

16. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the selection of the 
information implies pointing the information. 
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17. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the selection of the 20. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the user determines 
information denotes inputting the information. input of the information by moving the motion unit. 

18. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the motion unit is 21. The apparatus of claim 18, wherein the predetermined 
attached to a predetermined body part of the user and moved body part is at least one hand. 
by the user. 22. The apparatus of claim 21, wherein the motion cor 

19. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the user points the responds to a third joint of a finger. 
information by moving the motion unit. k . . . . 


