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An orthosis or prosthesis (12) is described which has a first member (34), a second member (14) and a pivotal joint (36)
therebetween. Theé joint (36) includes one-way clutch means based on a wrap spring clutch (42), and a servo (46) arranged to be
energised to wrap or unwrap the clutch spring (42) to disengage or engage the clutch (36), the servo (46) being arranged to main-
tain the clutch (36) in a disengaged condition without continuing energisation of the servo. The orthosis or prosthesis can be ap-
plied to a variety of joints such as the hip, knee, ankle, elbow and wrist. Various embodiments of the invention are described.
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The application shows four different groups of inventions, namely

1.) claims 1 to 7 and 14 to 19 (an orthosis or prosthesis having
a pivotal joint including clutch means and a servo for

operating the clutch).

2.) claims 8 to 10 (an orthosis or prosthesis having a pivotal

joint including energy storage means)

3.) claims 11 to 13 (a reciprocating gait orthosis having right
and left hip joints with extension in one hip and thigh
member forces the others)

4.) claims 20 to 23 (an orthosis or prosthesis with members
coupled by a mechanical coupling and with control means).

First of all the claims 6 to 23 are formally not related to any
of the claims 1 to 5 which are formally related to each other.
But the claims 6,7 and 14 to 19 fullfill the requirement of
unity of invention because the show an evidential technical
relationship to the claims 1 to 5 allthough they are formally
not related to claim 1 as mentioned above.

The claims 8 to 10, 11 to 13 and 20 to 23 do not fullfill the
requirement of unity because there is no evidential technical
relationship to the group 1 (claims 1 to 7 and 14 to 19). For

a technical relationship one or moreé of the same or corresponding
special technical features would be necessary. - However the '
technical features of the four groups of claims do not show any
technical relationship to each other. Thus the lack of unity of

invention 1is evident.
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