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The present invention relates to containers and the like,
and more particularly to containers for packaging mer-
chandise and other items for purposes of display or sale.
This application is a continuation-in-part of my copend-
ing patent application Serial No. 719,587, filed March 6,
1958.
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It is frequently desirable to package merchandise in -

plastic packages for purpeses of display and sale, and
often such plastic packages are transparent so that the
contents may be examined closely but without danger
of soiling or damage. ~One or more of such plastic dis-
play packages are often mounted on a single display card
which carries advertising information relative to the

“packaged item.

Whether one or more of the individually plastic pack-
aged items of merchandise are mounted on a single dis-
play card, it is desirable that each plastic package and
contents be removable easily from the display card, and
{urther that the contents be removable easily from the
plastic package itself without destruction of the package.
On the other hand, the contents should be retained in the
individual plastic packages in such manner that accidental
dislodgment will not occur. In my copending application
referred to above a separate closure element for the con-
tainer is required to retain the contents. But in the pres-
ent invention, no such separate closure is required.

The principal object of the present invention has been
the provision of a novel and improved container.

More particularly, it has been an object of the invention
to provide a mnovel and improved container for holding
merchandise for purposes of display and sale.

Another object of the invention has been the provision
of a novel and improved container of the above type
which is adapted for ready attachment to and removal
from a display card but which forms itself a complete
package for the merchandise.

Another object of the invention has been the provision
of a container of the above type which can retain the
packaged item without the use of a separate closure mem-~
ber but from which the packaged item may be removed
withont destruction of the package.

Other and further objects, features and advantages of
the invention will appear more fully from the following
description.

The container of the invention comprises a hollow body
portion having a shape and. size conforming generally to
the. article of merchandise to be packaged and having
an open base through which the article may be inserted
and removed. A flange extends outwardly from the rim
of the base throughout all or at least a substantial pro-
portion of the rim. The body portion is provided with in-
wardly extending projections adjacent the rim at opposite
sides thereof, the projections extending over a substantial
proportion but not all of the length of the rim. The pro-
jections, which are formed in the wall of the body portion,
afford a partial closure of the base and serve to retain the
-article within the base. The container has sufficient flexi-
bility to permit insertion and removal of the article
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through the partially closed base. The projections are
formed so that the external walls of the body portion cor-
responding to the projections constitute recesses adapted
to accommodate retaining tongues on the display card.

The invention will now be described in greater detail
with reference to the appended drawing, in which:

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a display card for use with the
container of the invention and being especially adapted for
such use;

Fig. 2 is a plan view, partly in cross section, illustrat-
ing one embodiment of the container of the invention
operatively associated with the display card of Fig. 1;.

Fig. 3 is an exploded perspecitve view showing the
container of Fig. 2 and the article to be packaged therein;

Fig. 4 is an enlarged sectional view taken along the
line 4—4 of Fig. 2; and

Fig. 5is a bottom view of the container of the mven-
tion.

Referring now to the drawing, Fig. 1 shows a display
card 10 which may be made of any suitable material but
will generally be made from some form of paperboard.
The card 19 is provided with an aperture or hole 11 which
conforms generally insize and shape to the outline of the
container. The aperture 11 is provided with projections
12 and 13-on opposite sides thereof. These projections
form tongues which reduce the diameter of the aperture
in the region of extent of the projections 12 and 13. The
display card 16 may have printed thereon -any desired
decorative or advertising matter, instructions or whatever
else is deemed appropriate in connection with the article
to be packaged. The card 10 ‘may be of any desired
size and may contain a number of the apertures 11
in -order to accommodate a like number of the articles
being displayed. These articles and these containers may
be removed from the card 10 one at a time, and removed
articles may be replaced

The container comprises a body portion 14 having an
open base 15 (Flg 5). The body portion conforms rela-
tively closely in shape and size to the article 16 which is
packaged therein. The rim of the open base 15 has an
outwardly extending flange 17 which is integral with the
body portion 14. In the illustration embodiment of the
invention, the flange 17 extends completely around the
base but it is only necessary that it extend over a sub-
stantial proportion of the length of the rim. - As best
shown in Fig. 4, the upper surface of the flange 17 abuts
agamst the under surface of the card 10 when the con-
tainer is inserted in the aperture 11.

The body portion 14 has side walls 18 and 19 end
walls 20 and 21, and a top wall 22, all integral. The side
walls 18 and 19 are provided with inwardly extending
projections 23 and 24, respectively. The projections 23
and 24 are located adjacent the rim of the open base 15
and extend along a considerable length of that rim. The
actual longitudinal extent of the projections will depend
to some extent upon the character of the article 1§ and
the closeness of fit of this article within the body portion
14. Thus, if there is a close fit'the projections may be
shorter than if there is a loose fit. As illustrated, the pro-
jections 23 and 24 extend along an intermediate portion
of the side walls 18 and 19, but could be otherwise lo-
cated, for example, at the ends

The projections 23 and 24 form a pamal closure for
the open base 15 and reduce the diameter of a portion
of that base to an amount which is less than the corre-
sponding width of the article 16. Hence the projections
23 and 24 serve to retain the article within the container.
In order to permit the article 16 to be inserted in the -con-
tainer and to be removed therefrom without destruction

_of the container, the projections 23.and 24 and the entire-

container 14 are resilient. .To.insert the arncle 16 At
is placed in the open base 15 and is forced inwardly past
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the projections 23 and 24.
will distort temporarily to permit passage of -the article
and. the entire container will distort somewhat to effec-
tively enlarge the diameter of the base between the pro-
jectioms, thus facilitating insertion of the article. Such
distortion of the container walls is facilitated by having
the projections. 23 and 24 not extend the full length of
the side walls.
. To remove the article from the container, pressure may
be exerted thereon through the top wall 22, as with the
thumb. For this purpose, the walls of the container
should be sufficiently flexible as not to break under the
application of the necessary force.
not be necessary to provide a container which will with-
‘stand more than a few insertions and removals of an
article, since generally such operations will be performed
only in connection with a very close inspection of the
goods prior to purchase. And such an inspection will
not often be desired since if the container walls are trans-
parent, as will usually be the case, the merchandise will
be plainly visible from all sides. - But if the merchandise
is of such a character that reinsertion thereof by the
purchaser after each use is desired, the container walls
may be formed of a plastic suitable for that purpose.

When the article 16 is in place in the container, the
latter is inserted through the aperture 11 uatil the flange
17 abuts against the under surface of the card 1§, as
best shown in Fig. 4. .

The projections 23 and 24 are formed in the body
portion 14 of the container in such a manner that corre-

sponding recesses are formed in the outer wall of the-

body portion, as shown at 25:and 26. The tongues 12
and 13 provided in the rim of the aperture i1 extend
into the recesses 26 and 285, respectively, and serve to re-
tain the container and display card in the assembled rela-
tion shown in Figs. 2 and 4.

The upper edges of the recesses 25 and 26, as shown
in Fig. 4, are inclined so that disengagement of the con-
tainer from the card 10 may conveniently be effected
without damage to the tongues 12 and 13. These tongues
hold the container and card together, but flex when
the . container is pushed downwardly, thus permitting
ready disassembly. The tongues 12 and 13 also flex to
facilitate insertion of the container into the card.

While the invention has been described in connection
with a specific embodiment thereof and in a specific use,
various modifications thereof will occur to those skilled
in the art without departing from the spirit and scope
of the invention as set forth in the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A container for packaging an article on a card
having an aperture adapted to accommodate said con-
tainer, comprising a hollow body portion having a shape
and size to accommodate therein the article of merchan-
dise to be packaged and having an open base through
which said article may be inserted and removed, and a
flange extending outwardly from the rim of said base
throughout at least a substantial proportion of said rim,
said body portion having a plurality of spaced inwardly
extending projections adjacent said rim and extending
_over a substantial proportion but not all of the length of
said rim, said projections being formed in the walls of
said body portion and affording a partial closure of said
base thereby serving to retain said article within said
body - portion, said container having sufficient flexibility
to permit insertion and removal of said article through
said partially closed base, the external walls of said
body portion corresponding to said projections constitut-
ing recesses adapted to accommedate retaining tongues
on the rim of the aperture of said card.

2. A container for packaging an article of merchan-
dise on a display card having an aperture adapted to
accommodate said container, comprising a hollow body
portion having a shape and size conforming generally to
‘the article of merchandise to be packaged and having an
open base through which said article may be inserted

In most cases it will.

'The projections themselves
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‘and removed, and a flange extending outwardly from the

rim of said base throughout at least a subsiantial propor-
tion of said rim, said body portion having a plurality of
spaced inwardly extending projections adjacent said rim
and extending over a substantial proportion but not. all
of the iength of said rim, said projections being formed
in the walls of said body portion and affording a partial
closure of said base thereby serving to retain said article
within said body portion, said container having sufficient
flexibility to permit insertion and removal of said article
through said partially closed base, the external walls of
said body portion corresponding to said projections con-
stituting recesses adapted to accommodate retaining ton-
gues on the rim of the aperture of said display card.

3. A container for packaging an article of merchan-
dise on a display card having an aperture adapted to ac-
commodate said container, comprising a hollow body
portion having a shape and size conforming generally
fo the article of merchandise to be packaged and having
an open base through which said article may be inserted
and removed, and a flange extending outwardly from
the rim of said base throughout at least a substantial
proportion of said rim, said body portion having a plural-
ity of spaced inwardly extending projections - adjacent
said rim and extending over a substantial proportion but
not. all of the length of said rim, said projections being
formed in the walls of said body portion and affordix}g
a partial closure of said base thereby serving to retain
said article within said body portion, said container hav-
ing sufficient flexibility to permit insertion and removal
of said article through said partially closed base, tl_le
external walls of said body portion corresponding to said
projections constituting recesses adapted tc accomn'loda'te
retaining tongues on the rim of the aperture.of said d1§-
play card, the walls of said recesses remote from said
flange being inclined to facilitate insertion and removal
of said tongues from said recesses, )

4. A container for packaging an article of merchandise
on a display card having an aperture adapted to accom-
modate said container, comprising a hollow body portion
having a shape and size conforming generally to the
article of merchandise to be packaged and ha\_/ing an
open base through which said article may be inserted
and removed, and a flange extending outwardly fl_'o-m the
rim of said base throughout at least a substantial pro-
portion of said rim and adapted to abut against the
under side of said card when said container is inserted
through the aperture in said card, said body por-ti«_:m
having inwardly extending projections adjacent said rim
at opposite sides thereof and extending over a sgbst?m-
tial proportional but not all of the length of said rim,
said projections being formed in the walls of said body
portion and affording a partial closure of said base
thereby serving to retain said article. within said body
portion, said container having sufficient flexibility to per-
mit insertion and removal of said article through said
partially closed base, the external walls of said body por-
tion corresponding to said projections constituting recesses
adapted to accommodate. retaining tongues on the rim
of the aperture of said display card.

5. A. container as set forth in. claim 4 in which the
walls of said recesses remote from said flange are inclined
to facilitate insertion and removal of said tongues from
said recesses.

6. A container as set forth in claim 4 in which said
projections extend along opposite intermediate portions
of said rim.

7. A container for packaging an article of merchandise
on a display card having an aperture adapted to accom-
modate said container, comprising a hollow bedy por-
tion having a shape and size conforming generally to the
article of merchandise to be packaged and having an
open base through which said article may be inserted
and removed, and a flange extending outwardly from the
rim of said base throughout at least a substantial pro-
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portion of said rim, said rim having inwardly extending
projections at opposite sides thereof and extending over
a substantial proportion but not all of the length of
said rim, said projections being formed in the walls of
said body portion and affording a partial closure of said
base thereby serving to retain said article within said
body portion, said container having sufficient flexibility
to permit insertion and removal of said article through
said partially closed base, the external walls of said
body portion corresponding to said projections constitut-
ing recesses adapted to accommodate retaining tongues
on the rim of the aperture of said- display card.

8. A package for an article, comprising a container
having a hollow body portion having a shape and size
to accommodate said article therein and having an open
base through which said article may be inserted and
removed and a flange extending outwardly from the rim
of said base throughout at least a substantial propor-
tion of said rim, and a display card having an aperture
conforming in shape and size to the shape and size of
the base of said container whereby when said container
is inserted in said aperture said flange abuts against the
under surface of said card, said body portion of said
container having a plurality of inwardly extending pro-
jections adjacent said rim and extending over a substan-
tial proportion but not all of the length of said rim,
said projections being formed in the walls of said body
portion and affording a partial closure of said base
thereby serving to retain said article within said body
portion, said container having -sufficient flexibility to
permit insertion of said article through said partially
closed base, the external walls of said body portion cor-
responding to said projections constituting recesses, the
walls of said aperture in said display card having tongues
extending into said recesses to retain said container in
said aperture.

9. A display package for an article of merchandise,

. comprising a container having a hollow body portion
conforming in shape and size generally to the shape and
size of said article and having an open base through
which said article may be inserted and removed and a
flange extending outwardly from the rim of said base
throughout at least a substantial proportion of said rim,
and a display card having an aperture conforming in
shape and size to the shape and size of the base of said
container whereby when said container is inserted in
said aperture said flange abuts against the under surface
of said card, said body portion of said container having
inwardly extending projections adjacent said rim at oppo-
site sides thereof and extending over a substantial pro-
portion but not all of the length of said rim, said projec-
tions being formed in the walls of said body portion
and affording a partial closure of said base thereby serv-
ing to retain said article within said body portion, said
container having sufficient flexibility to permit insertion
of said article through said partially closed base, the
external walls of said body portion corresponding to said
projections constituting recesses, the walls of said aper-
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ture in said display card having tongues extending into
said recesses to retain said container in said aperture.

10. A display package for merchandise, comprising
a container having a hollow body portion conforming
in shape and size generally to the shape and size of said
merchandise and having an open base through which said
article may be inserted and removed and a flange ex-
tending outwardly from the rim of said base throughout
at least a substantial proportion of said rim, and a dis-
play card having an aperture conforming in shape and
size to the shape and size of the base of said container
whereby when said container is inserted in said aperture
said flange abuts against the under surface of said card,
said rim of said container having a pair of inwardly

extending projecitons at opposite sides thereof and ex-

tending over a substantial proportion but not all of the
length of said rim, said projections being formed in the
walls of said body portion and affording a partial closure
of said base thereby serving to retain said merchandise
within said body portion, said container having sufficient
flexibility to permit insertion of said article through said
partially closed base, the external walls of said body
portion corresponding to said projections comstituting
recesses, the walls of said aperture in said display card
having tongues extending into said recesses to retain said
container in said aperture.

11. A display package for an article of merchandise,
comprising ‘a container having a hollow body portion
conforming in shape and size generally to the shape and
size of said article and having an open base through
which said article may be inserted and removed and a
flange extending outwardly from the rim of said base
throughout at least a substantial proportion of said rim,
and a display card having an aperture conforming in
shape and size to the shape and size of the base of said
container whereby when said container is inserted in
said aperture said flange abuts against the under surface
of said card, said body portion of said container having
inwardly extending projections adjacent said rim at oppo-
site sides thereof and extending over a substantial pro-
portion but not all of the length of said rim, said projec-
tions being formed in the walls of said body portion
and affording a partial closure of said base thereby serv-
ing to retain said article within said body portion, said
container having sufficient flexibility to permit insertion
of said article through said partially closed base, the
external walls of said body portion corresponding to said
projections constituting recesses, the walls of said aper-
ture in said display card having tongues extending into
said recesses to retain said container in said aperture,
at least one wall of each of said recesses being inclined
to facilitate insertion and removal of said tongues.
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