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FOLPABLE CHICKEN CGOP

Charles A. Brewster, Arkansas City, Xauns., as-
signer of one-half to Clifferd D. Grani, Arkan-

sas City, Kans.

Applicztion August 30, 1939, Serial Ne. 252,707
(CL, 217—47)

1 Claim,

This invention relates to a foldakle chicken
coop.

An object of the invention is the construction
of a simple and efficient coop or crate in which
poultry can be confined, or shipped or transferred
with safety and with considerable ease.

‘Another object of the invention is the provi-
sion of a novel and efficient partition in the cocp
or container, whereby the coop can be separated
into different compartments.

A still further obkject of the invention is the
novel construction of end sections, and the sup-
porting means therefor, whereby the end sections
are securely retained in place, but are permitted
to be lifted or raised during the cleanhing of the
coop.

Ancther object of the invention is the improve-
ment of the general structure of the coop, in-
cluding the parfition, the end sections, and the
peculiar manner of holding all of the units of
the coop in an open or condition for shipping
pouliry.

With the foregoing and cother objects in view,
the invention comprises certain novel construc-
tions, combinations, and arrangements of parts as
will be hereinafter fully described, illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, and more particu-
larly pointed cut in the appended claim.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a view in side elevation of a coop or

container constructed in accordance with the
present invention.

Figure 2 is a top plan view, partly shown in
section.

Figure 3 is a view in end elevation.

Figure 4 is a sectional view taken on line 4--§,
Pig. 1, and looking in the direction of the arrows.

Figure 5 is an enlarged fragmentary perspec-
tive view of the coop.

Figure § is a sectional view taken on line §—8,
Fig. 2, and locking in the direction of the arrows.

Pigure 7 is a sectional view taken on line T—7,
Fig. 3, and looking in the direction of the arrows.

Pigure 8 is a view in side elevation of the cocp
in a closed or folded condition, while

Figure 9 is an end view of the same.

Figure 10 is a sectional view taken on line
10—19, Fig. 8.

Figure 11 is a sectional view taken on line
I1i—I1, Fig. 9, and locking in the direction of the
arrows.

PFigure 12 is a sectional view taken on lins

12—12, Fig, 11, and looking in the direction of the .

aITows.
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Figure 13 ig an enlarged sectional view taken
on line 13—13, Fig. 4.

In the drawings, in which I have shown the
preferred embodiment of my invention, | desig-
nates the. bottom of the cocop or container, to
which are fixedly secured two side pieces 2. Hach
side piece 2 is cut . away at 3 (Figs. 1 and 7) to
facilitate cleaning of the coop.

A side section 4 is hingedly mounted at 5—05,
upon each side piece 2, and a top section 9 is
hingedly mounted at & upon the upper edge of
e side section 4. Therefore; it is-to be under-
stood that the sets of side and top sections can

. be folded down, so to speak, within the side pieces
"2 (Figs. 9 and 10); and when the operator so

desires, they can be raised, or unfolded, to assume
their open positions as shown in Figs. 3 and 4.

Each end section 7 is provided with a hinged
door 8, Fig. 3, and this door is retained closed by
a suitable latch or catch 8. ‘Each end section is
pivotally connected to the outer ends of two
metal hinge-strips i8; these strips {0 (Fig. 12)
are pivotally secured at their inner ends to the
fixed side pieces 2. ‘Therefore, it is to be noted
that the end sections cannct be moved at the
bottom off the ends of the side pieces 2, but these
end sections can be lifted upwardly to permit the
coop to be thoroughly cleaned at the ends. Each
end section T is provided in its top with an up-
standing pin i}, which pin exiends into a suit-
able socket in one of the top sections 5, Fig. 3.
An angle stop 12 is mcunted on the end of one
of the side sections 8, and this stop is engaged
by the end section T, whereby the end section is
prevented from swinging or hinging too far out,
beyond the ends of the side pieces and side sec-
tions.

The partition 3 is provided with two tenon
plates 14, secured to the side edges of said parti-
tion, Fig. 5. Horizontal brackets 15 are secured to
the inner faces of the side pieces 2, near to the
bottom {. Each bracket {5 is provided with a
socket {8, into which fits one of the tenon plates
{4. By this manner of supporting the partition
13, the fowls will not be permitted to pass under
the partition, but the cleaning of the coop will
be facilitated by there being suflicient clearance
under the partition, and toe the positioning of the
partition above the floor will permit a wire net-
ting placed upon the bottom 1 to be slipped hori-
zontally under the partition, if it is demanded, or
required to keep the feet of chickens in the coop
from having direct contact with the bottom. It
should also be noted that since the partition is in
an elevated position with respect to the bottom I
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a feed pan may be slid under the partition and
chickens in both end portions of the coop may
feed from the same pan. The partition 18 is pro-
vided on each side, and near the top, with two
horizontal pins T (Fig. 13), which enter sockets
18 formed in the side sections 4. This novel pin
unit 1T together with the bracket unit 15 makes

a very secure holding means for retaining the

partition in an upright position when the crate
is ready for receiving and shipping fowls.

‘When the partition 13 and the end sections 1
are in their assembled position, as shown in Figs.
4 and 7, with the top sections 5 in their normal
horizontal position, to positively secure the units
of the coop together, I use, preferably, two boits
19, each provided with a butterily nut 20. By re-
ferring to Figures 2 and 6, it will be seen that
these bolts 18 extend through the contiguous parts
of the frames constituting the top section side,
whereby when the nuts 28 are screwed inwardly
on said bolts, the parts are brought snugly to-
gether by the clamping or binding action of said
bolts and nuts, securely retaining the parts in
their assembled position.

When the parts of the coop are folded, as shown
in Figs. 9 and 10, I may employ a latch 21 to
hold the parts as shown.

In further explanation of the ncvel hinged
structure of the end sections 1, it is to be under-
stood that each hinge strip #8 is preferably
mounted at its outer end upon a nail or tack 22,
driven into the end section, whereas the inner
end of the hinge strip is mounted upon a tack
or nail 23 (Fig. 12) driven into the side piece 2.
Congequently, the end section can rest at its bot-
tom upon the upper face of the bottom I, and can
be bodily lifted upward, without displacing it
from the assembled position with the hinge strips
19.

It is to be understood that any suitable feed
trough, or drinking fountain, can be placed in
the coop, when the operator desires.

When the units of the coop or container are in
their folded or “knockdown” position, the parti-
tion is resting on the central part of the bottom
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or floor i, as shown in Fig. 11. The “set-up” of
the parts can be quickly accomplished, when it is
desired to place the coop in condition for receiving
the fowls, since all that is necessary is to raise
the sides and top sections upwardly, then swing-
ing the end sections into their vertical position,
then place the partition in position, whereupon
the top sections 5 can be closed down on the top
edges of the end sections and the partition, after
witich the tightening bolts 19 can be placed in
position.

It is to be noted that the fastening units 21 are
attached to the side sections 4; these units each
comprising an ordinary catch with a stud or nail
to be engaged thereby (see Figs. 9 and 10).

While I have described the preferred embodi-
ments of my invention and illustrated same in
the accompanying drawings, certain changes or
alterations may appear to one skilled in the art
to which this invention relates during the exten-
sive manufacture of same, and I, therefore, re-
serve the right to make such changes or alter-
ations as shall fairly fall within the scope of th
appended claim. i

What I claim is:

In a folding coop or container, the combination
of a body provided with a bottom and fixed side
bieces carried thereby, horizontal brackets fas-
tened to the inner faces of said side pieces, each
bracket provided with a socket open at its top and
botiom, a vertical partition provided at opposite
ends with depending tenon plates, said tenon
plates normally seated in the sockets and the
partition resting on said brackets to support the
partition above the bottom in vertical spaced re-
lation thereto, said partition provided with out~
wardly extending horizontal pins adjacent its
upper end, side sections on said side pieces, each
side section provided with a socket adapted to re-
ceive a companion one of said outwardly extend-
ing pins to maintain the partition upright, and
top sections carried by the side sections and
capable of closing down upon said partition.

CHARLES A. BREWSTER.



