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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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UNDERAKERS FIXTURE. 
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To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WALTER P. HENN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
1123 North Robey street, in the city of Chi 
cago, county of Cook, and State of Illinois, 
have invented new and useful Improve 
ments in Undertakers' Fixtures, of which 
the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to means for sup 

porting candles, flowers and other emblem 
atic devices used in connection with funeral 
ceremonies in their proper relation to the 
coffin; and more especially to an improved 
fixture designed for holding such devices, 
and for detachable engagement with a coffin 
rest, or support, or other suitable support, 
thereby obviating the use of a separate Sup 
porting stand or similar device commonly 
employed. 

In the conduct of a funeral there is often 
employed an emblematic device of some sort 
which is arranged upon a stand placed at the 
head or at the foot of the coffin, and as the 
form of such device usually varies according 
to the religious ceremony which is per 
formed, it has heretofore been necessary for 
undertakers to provide as a part of their 
equipment a number of stands bearing the 
different emblematic devices which are em 
ployed. Such stands must usually be made 
comparatively high in order to support their 
devices at the proper height with relation 
to the coffin, and in order that they may not 
take up an unnecessary amount of floor 
space the size of their bases must be reason 
ably restricted; whereby there is danger of 
their upsetting. They have the further dis 
advantage of being heavy, cumbersome, and 
expensive, and of Occupying a comparatively 
large amount of floor space; which floor 
space is often limited when a funeral cere 
mony is conducted in a small room, or when 
the room is otherwise occupied, as by decora 
tions, and by persons attending the funeral. 
The present invention contemplates the 

employment of a device, or fixture, adapted 
for detachable engagement with one of the 
coffin-rests, or other suitable support, and 
designed for use in connection with any one 
or more of the different emblematic devices 
which may be provided. Said fixture is 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings in 
which, 

Figure 1 is a view showing the complete 
fixture with one of its emblematic devices at 

Specification of Letters Patent, 
Application filed August 16, 1911. 

Patented June 24, 1913. 
Serial No. 644,288, 

tached to a coffin-rest of a kind commonly 
used. Fig. 2 is a view in perspective showing 
the removable emblematic device detached 
from such fixture. Fig. 3 is a view in per 
Spective showing the complete fixture sepa 
rated into its two parts, and with the re 
movable emblematic device detached. Fig. 
4 is a horizontal section on line 4 of Fig. 3. 
Fig. 5 is a view in perspective showing an 
other form of emblematic device adapted for 
use in connection with my improved fixture. 
Fig. 6 is a vertical section online 6 of Fig. 
5. Figs. 7 and 8 are views in perspective 
showing two other forms of emblematic de 
vices which may be provided for use in con 
nection with such fixture. 
As shown in said drawings, 9 indicates a 

coffin-rest or support for One end of a cof 
fin, said coffin-rest comprising four legs 10, 
and a top 11, and being of a design com 
monly used. Its particular construction is 
not claimed as any part of the present in 
vention. 

12 indicates as a whole, a bracket shaped 
member adapted for detachable engagement 
with a portion of such coffin-rest, and de 
signed to extend horizontally from the same. 
Such member, as here shown, comprises a 
horizontal arm 14 having a clamping device 
at its inner end and having its outer end 
enlarged and provided with a cylindric 
opening or socket 16 adapted for engage 
ment with a long bent arm 18 constituting 
the emblem bearing portion of the fixture. 
AS, best shown in Fig. 3, such arm 14, as 
viewed from above, is T shaped, its shorter 
cross arm 20 together with a similarly 
shaped member 22, and a pair of bolts 23 
and 24 constituting a clamp adapted for 
engagement with a vertical portion of the 
rest 9, such as the bar 25 here shown. It is 
evident however, that such clamp may be 
Secured upon coffin supports of other forms, 
Such as tables or chairs which may be em 
ployed and which are commonly formed 
with vertical legs or backs, and other por 
tions similar to the bar 25 here shown; or 
it may be clamped to the arm of a chair, or 
to the leg of a chair or table or the like, 
placed in the proper position and being en 
tirely independent of the coffin and its sup 
ports. The bolts 23 and 24 pass through 
openings in the cross arm 20, such bolts be 
ing square in their portions adjacent to their 
head ends as shown at 26 (Fig. 4) in order 
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to prevent them from rotating in Such open 
ings. They pass through corresponding open 
ings in the part 22 and are provided with 
wing nuts 28. One of the openings through 
said part 22 being in the form of a marginal 
slot 29 in order that the clamp may be en 
gaged and disengaged from a Supporting 
part without removing either wing nut from 
its boit. The arm. 20, between the bolts 
23 and 24, is notched, as shown, and the 
cross member 22 is similarly shaped, in Or 
der to form an angular opening and adapt 
the ciamping surfaces for engagement with 
supporting parts of different shapes and 
sizes. The outer end of said arm 14 is ad 
ditionally supported by a folding diagonal 
brace 34, hinged at its outer end to said arm 
and having its inner end in the form of a 
fork 35 adapted to engage with the lower 
portion of the bar 25; or with some corre 
sponding part of the coffin-rest or other ob 
ject to which the clamp may be secured. 
The upper end of said brace 34 engages in 
a recess in the lower side of the arm 14 and 
is hinged therein by means of a horizontal 
pin 37 passing through the walls of said 
recess and through the end of said brace. 
Said recess is of such shape and size as 
to permit the brace to be folded up flat 
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against the arm, but to limit its Swinging 
movement in the opposite direction to ap 
proximately the angle shown; in order to 
prevent the forked end of said brace from 
sliding downward upon the part engaged 
by it, when not otherwise restrained. Ris 
ing from the outer end of the arm 14 is the 
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long bent arm 18 which is provided at its 
lower end with a vertical cylindric portion 
40 adapted for engagement with the open 
ing 16, whereby said bent arm may be swung 
horizontally in order to vary the position 
which its upper end shall occupy with re 
spect to the coffin-rest 9. A set screw 42, 
threaded through the outer end of the arm 
14, is adapted for frictional engagement 
with Such cylindric portion 40 in order to 
prevent the rotation of the bent arm 18 af 
ter its proper position has once been deter 
mined; and by loosening such set screw the 
device may be disjointed for convenience 
in handling, or otherwise. The upper end 
of the bent arm 18 is reduced in diameter 
to form a short threaded stud 45 adapted 
for engagement with the emblematic devices 
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here shown, and others which may be pro 
vided for use in connection with it. 

In Figs. 1 and 2, 46 and 47 indicate parts 
of a single candle holding device constitut 
ing respectively a candle socket and a recep 
tacle for the melted wax, the latter part hav 
ing an opening in its bottom through which 
the stud 45 may extend and being secured 
in place by means of the candle socket 46 
which is recessed and internally threaded 
in its lower end and Screwed down upon the 
stud 45 in the same manner as an ordinary 
nut. When it is desired to vary the cere 
lmony and to use an emblematic device other 
than a single candle holder as above de 
scribed, the parts 46 and 47 may be detached 
from the arm 18 and a different form of 
emblematic device, such for example as the 
candelabi'a shown in Figs, 5 and (, may be 
employed. The latter includes a vertical 
shank portion 50 which is recessed and in 
ternally threaded at its lower end similarly 
to the candle socket 46 and adapted for simi 
lar engagement with the stud 45. Similarly, 
instead of either of the candle bearing de 
vices above described being employed, a 
flower vase (Fig. 7) having a shank portion 
52 similar to the shank 50: or a cross (Fig. 
8) having a similar part 54 may be em 
ployed; or other forms of devices may be 
provided for engagement With the stud 45. 
and similar arrangement upon the upper 
end of the arm 18 as above described. 

i claim as my invention: 
The combination with a fixed support in 

cluding an upright post, of a bracket mem 
ber having a clamp designed for engage 
linent with such post, a folding brace Sup 
porting such bracket member and having 
its lower end adapted for engagement with 
such post, a Swinging arm engaging with 
Stich bracket member, means for securing 
such bracket member and such arm in rigid 
engagement, emblematic devices adapted for 
detachable engagement with such arm, and 
means for securing one of such devices in 
engagement there with. 

In Witness whereof, I have hereunto sub 
scribed my name in the presence of two wit 
nesses this 14th day of August 1911. 

WALTER P. HENN. 
Witnesses: 

L. OSIXAR THIEME, 
LAWRENCE A. CoHEN. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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