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1. 
This invention relates generally to wearing 

apparel and more particularly to an adjustably 
fitting garment such as a maternity dress. 
This invention is an improvement of U. S. 

Letters Patent No. 2,261,662, for Maternity dress, 
issued November 4, 1941. 
The principal object of this invention is the 

proVision of a one-piece dress, for wear during 
pregnancy, Which is adjustable to maintain the 
front of the dress uniformly straight regardless 
Of the waistline measurement. 
Another object is the provision of a one-piece 

maternity dress that is adjustable to maintain 
the front hem at a uniform height. 
Another object is the provision of a one-piece 

maternity dress arranged to fit the figure and 
yet mask the person of the wearer. 
Another object is the provision of an adjust 

able one-piece maternity dress that may be de 
signed to follow any vogue, pattern or style. 
Another object is the provision of an adjust 

able One-piece maternity dress arranged to con 
ceal the person of the Wearer by Suspending the 
front of the skirt Vertically from the waistline. 
Other objects and advantages appear herein 

after in the following description and claims. 
A practical embodiment illustrating the prin 

ciples of this invention is shown wherein: 
Fig. 1 is a View in front elevation of the dress 

comprising this invention but showing the skirt 
severed at the back and extending outwardly at 
the sides. 

Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of the dress com 
prising this invention showing the Side pleats 
open, 

Fig. 3 is a front elevation of the dress con 
prising this invention with a bib. section secured 
under the waist front flaps Which are altered 
from that shown in Fig. 1 and with the skirt 
pleatS Open. 

Fig. 4 is a front elevation of the dress com 
prising this invention with the bib secured over 
the waist and the dress fastened in its normal 
wearing position. 

Fig. 5 is a rear elevational view of the dress 
showing the skirt pleats tied in Wearing position. 

Fig. 6 is a view in side elevation of the dress. 
Fig. 7 is a view similar to Fig. 5 showing the 

dress partially expanded. 
Fig. 8 is a view similar to Fig. 7 showing the 

dress further expanded. 
Referring to Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings, 

O represents the waist of the one-piece dress 
which comprises a plane back illustrated as a 
single piece of material and the front waist por 
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tions or flaps f2 and l3, which are secured to 
the back along the shoulder seams 4 and 5 
and the underarm seams 6 and 7 and provid 
ing the right and left arm openings 8 and 9 
together with the neck opening 20. The waist 
40 may of course be designed to follow any mode 
in vogue and it may be provided with full, half 
or quarter-length sleeves or other styles without 
varying or otherwise changing the fundamental 
principles of this invention. 
The front of the waist may be plain and closed 

or it may be cut with Surplus as indicated in 
Fig. 1 and provided with the adjustable button 
holes 2 and 22 to receive the buttons 23. On 
the other hand the front of the Waist may be 
constructed in the form of an Eton Such as 
illustrated by the front Waist Sections or flaps 
24 and 25 in Fig. 3. Again the back of the 
waist may be made up of panels or any other 
design but it is preferable that a design be chosen 
which is suitable to the back of the Wearer. 
The skirt 26 is continuous, preferably being 

made with two pieces of material 27 and 28 
sewed together along the extended underarm 
seams 6 and from the waistline 29 to the 
bottom hem of the skirt. Although it is prefer 
able to form the skirt with two pieces of ma 
terial, the design of the dress may demand that 
the skirt be made up of more than tWO pieces 
sewed together to form a continuous skirt. As 
shown the rear portion 27 of the skirt extends 
between the underarm seams 6 and 7 and 
the front skirt portion 28 extends from the sean 
6 rearwardly across the inner face 30 to the 

fold 3 of the right pleat and then around the 
front of the dress to the fold 32 of the left pleat 
and returns across the inner face 33 of this 
pleat to the seam f. The top of each of the 
pleats are sewed along the waistline of the skirt 
for approximately three inches as indicated in 
Fig. 1 at 34 and 35 respectively. The sewing of 
the top of the pleats in this manner insures the 
correct fold and hang of the pleat. 
A bib 36 is preferably formed integral with the 

front section of the skirt 28 between the folds 3 
and 32 of the right and left pleats and is ar 
ranged to extend upwardly over the bust of the 
wearer. The top of the bib is provided at its up 
per end with a neck or yoke opening 37, disposed 
between the bib shoulder sections 38 and 39. 
The sides of the bib section 36 are provided with 
arcuate marginal edges 49 and 4 extending 
from their respective bib shoulder sections 38 
and 39 to adjacent the top of the skirt. A suit 
able fastening means such as SnapS or button 



2,462,553 
3 

holes are placed on the bib as indicated at 42 and 
43 adjacent shoulder sections 38 and 39 for Se 
curing the bib adjacent the shoulder of the Waist 
O on which the counterpart of said fastening 
means are attached as indicated at 44 and 45. 
The fastening means may provide for increment 
adjustment of the bib to the Waist. 
This bib section may extend up over the front 

of the waist and be secured to the outer side 
thereof as illustrated in Fig. 1 or 4 or it may ex 
tend up under the front waist sections 24 and 25 
and secured to adjacent the shoulder thereof as 
illustrated in Fig. 3. 

tend down the front of the waist to permit the 
bib 36 to be adjustably secured to the waist at 
different positions relative to the top of the 
shoulders depending upon the waist measure of 
the wearer for the purpose of providing a uni 
form hem length at the front of the dress. 

It is also preferable to secure a fastening 
means such as the ties. 46 and 47 at the underarm 
seams f6, and a where the underfaces 30 and 33 
of the skirt pleats, or the sides of the rear skirt 
27, join the waist at waistline 29 as indicated at 
the points 48 and 49 in Fig. 2. The tie members 
46 and 47 may then be brought across the front 
of the person of the wearer and tied for the pur 
pose of drawing the back of the skirt 27 closely to 
the figure to make a neat and properly fitting 
garment at the back. The ties 46 and 47 are 
shown to be secured in Figs. 3 and 4. This per 
mits the wearer to draw the rear skirt section in 
a fitting relation and the ties are concealed by 
the bib portion 38 when the latter is secured ad 
jacent the top of the waist. 
The skirt is provided with the tie members 50 

and 5 adjacent the top of the pleat folds 3 and 
32 and the waistline ends of the arcuate marginal 
edges. 40 and 4 of the bib. These ties may be 
drawn to the back of the person of the wearer 
and knotted as indicated in Fig. 5 thus drawing 
the pleat folds 3 and 32 in close proximity to 
one another at the back of the dress. 
When the dress is secured as shown in Figs. 4. 

and 5, the rear skirt section 27 snugly fits the 
person of the wearer and the ties 52 and 5 draw 
the arcuate marginal edges of the bib into fitting 
relation with the figure from the shoulders down 
in front of the arms to the rear of the dress, and 
the front section 28 of the skirt hangs straight 
from the waistline 29 as illustrated in Fig. 6thus 
providing an attractive and well-fitting garment 
with a uniformly even hem. 
In Figs. 6, 7 and 8, the dress is shown to be ad 

justed to figures of different girth measurements. 
In Fig. 6, the dress is fitted to the normal waist 
line of the wearer causing the folds 3 and 32 of 
Epis to substantially meet in the back of the 
lress as shown in Fig. 5. However to illustrate 
the different adjustments in these figures, the tie 
5 f is drawn rearwardly, and in Fig. 6, the fold 32 
of the left pleat extends beyond the rear of the 
skirt 27 and the bib is attached to the uppermost 
fastening members 45. In Fig. 7, the girth of the 
figure is increased and the normal waistline is 
indicated by the dotted line 52. In order to prop 
erly fit the dress to the figure, it is then neces 
sary to drop the top of the bib to the next con 
secutive fastening members 53 and the fold 32 of 
the left pleat is in line with the rear skirt sec 
tion. 27.ini Order to accommodate the increased 
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flaps adjacent the shoulder 

4. 
girth and prevent the front of the dress from hik 
ing upwardly out of alignment with the back hem 
of the skirt. 
In Fig. 8, the girth has been increased over that 

of Fig. 7 illustrating that it is necessary to em 
poy the next consecutive fastening means 54 for 
attaching the upper end of the bib to the Waist 
and the fold 32 of the left pleat does not extend 
rearwardly as far as the back of the skirt 27 yet 
the front hem hangs uniformly with the balance 
of the skirt owing to the fact that the bib has 
permitted the skirt to be lowered as the front 
Waistline of the skirt 28 is permitted to come for 
ward but is maintained at the largest girth meas 
urement. Thus the dress is capable of adjust 
ment for different sizes of girth and at the same 
time will properly mask the figure. 

I claim: 
1. A maternity dress consisting of a circum 

ferentially continuous lower body covering skirt 
loosely fitting the body and provided with verti 
cal pleats folded and retainedtoth 
having upper. body covering portions. ... rur 
a back panel and overlapping front-flaps, with 
their lower edges. Substantially at the waistline, 
the back panel of said waist-being att skirt back centrally thereof, means to adjustably 
draw and retain the backportion of the skirt at 
the Waistline to fit the body, abib, attache 
skirt front between the pleat forming porti 
and means to adjustably, retain the bibund 
Over the waist, flaps adjacent the shoulde 
waist, to drop the front portion of the ski 
increase of girth and maintain an evenski 

2. A maternity dress consisting of 

WA. 

he waist, line to fit the body, abib, attached to the skirt 
front between the pleatforming portions, and 
having marginal edges fitting the body from the 
front of the shoulders to t means to: 
adjustably retain the bib under or over the waist the waist-to-drop. 
the front portion of the skirt. 
girth and maintain an even ski 
tening means to hold the marginal edges.o 
bib to the body, and , --'-s' ---.' ..v. , - a 

f;the 
draw the vertical folded. pleats to the back adjacent the waistine. 
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