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This invention relates to hangers and more
particularly to a hanger structure ‘designed
to save space, embodying to such end, a swing-
ing arm which may be latched in an extended

5 position or easily released and swung down-
wardly so as to. occupy comparatively little
space.

Among the objects of the invention is the
provision of a hanger which may be economi-

10 ¢ally manufactured and of sufficient strength
to accommodate substantial loads hung there-
on, such as garments or other material.

A further object of the invention is the pro-
vision of a combined structure of hanger and

15 Lracket which permits horizontal swinging
of the hanger in pivotal relation to the
bracket.

A further object is the provision of ahang-
er which may be mounted on either a hori-

20 ,ontal or a. vertical support such as a wall, a
door, a window or a shelf, and which, when
so mounted and having garments or the like
hung thereon in the extended position, may be
swung‘clOwnwardlyundér‘ the weight of the

25 hanging material to occupy less space:

‘A xtill further object of the invention is the
provision of a hanger which when swung to
extended position automatically latches itself
in that position, until such time as a user de-
sires to release the latch by easily manipu-
lated means provided for such purpose.

The invention comprises further advan-
tageous details of‘improvement which will be
more specifically reflected in the description
35 Lereinafter set forth. '

Referring to the drawing accompanying
and forming a part of this specification.:

Figure 1 is a view in elevation of the

_bracket and hanger structure in assembled
0 relation, the hanger being capable of swing-
ing horizontally when so mounted.

Fig. 2 is a side plan view, partly broken
away, of the structure of Fig. 1, showing more
clearly the latch, and by dotted lines, the
downwardly swung position of the hanger
arm.

Fig. 3 is a side plan view of the bracket
and the hanger separated.

50 The bracket 1 is made from an integral flat
metal strap providing an extended flat por-

30

tion 5, apertured at 2, to receive suitable fas-
tening means such as the screws 3 for fasten-
ing the bracket to any suitable support. The

ends of the metal strap are folded and bent ¢

laterally to provide a pair of lugs 6 disposed
at substantially right angles to the back por-
tion, such lugs being apertured at 7 to freely
receive reduced extensions 9 and 10 of a flab
supporting member

holding elements extending from the hanger;
presently to be described. Either bolts or
screws may be employed for the holding ele-

ments, screws 18 being illustrated in the pre- ©_

ferred embodiment. The reduced end exten-
sions of the supporting member 8 are of un-
equal length, the shorter extension being dis-
posed at the lower end to allow the shoulders
defined by the reduced end of the supporting
member to rest in supporting engagement
upon the lower lug 6. The length of the sup-
porting member 8 from the shoulders formed
by the upper reduced extension 9 inclusive of
the lower extension 10 is such as
snug engagement between the inner faces of
the lugs when assembling the parts, the as-
sembly with the bracket being made by first
inserting the longer extension 9 through the
upper apertured lug 6 and forcing the shorter
extension 10 into registry with the aperture
in the lower lug, in which position the sup-
porting member will become freely and ro-
tatably engaged between the lugs.

The hanger comprises a hanger bracket 11
formed of a flat metal strip, the upper end
15 of which is bent laterally at an angle of
ninety degrees forming two adjacent flat
bearing portions, provided with spaced aper-
tures to receive fastening screws for coopera-
tion with any suitable support. The lower
portion of the metal bracket strip. is twisted
to form an extension 14 lying in a plane per-
pendicular to the plane of the main bracket
bearing portions, the extension 14 being up-
wardly directed at its end to provide a sup-
port 16 for the hanger arm 18 pivoted at 17 in-
termediate its ends, to the extension support.
The pivotal point of the hanger arm is near
one end of the arm but sufficiently removed
therefrom to provide a short lever portion of

) 8, which has been drilled ¢
and tapped if so desired to receive suitable *
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the arm extending beyond the pivotal support
into proximity with the bracket 11 for en-
gagement with a latch on the hanger bracket.
Due to the pivetal relation between the hang-
er arm and the bracket extension, the former
Is capable of being swung from a depending
Position to a horizontal or extended position,
where it becomes automatically latched
against downward movement.

The automatic latch means comprises a
plate 24 rigidly attached to the hanger bracket
11 and there is pivoted to the plate at 25 a sec-
ond depending latch plate 93 which has its
free end slotted and normally biased away
from the bracket by a spring 27 interposed
between the bracket and plate and surround-
ing a headed stud or screw 26, which passes
through a suitable aperture provided in the
latch plate. The headed stud or screw re-
strains the outward movement of the latch
plate but allows inward movement of the
plate against the force of the spring.

The hanger arm 18, at its free end, is pro-
vided with a finger hold 19 to be grasped by a
user for manipulation of the arm. A push
rod 20, extending substantially the entire
length of the hanger arm, is positioned along
the upper edge of the arm by guide loops 21
spot-welded or otherwise fastened to the arm.
The guide loops accommodate the push rod
allowing free longitudinal movement of the
rod through the lcops.

The outer end of the push rod is disposed
above the finger hold on the hanger arm where
1t may be easily engaged by the thumb of an
operator and the inner end 22 of the rod is
bifurcated and downwardly bent cn opposite
sides of the hanger arm in a positicn to be
moved into engagement with the free end of
the slotted latch plate when the hanger arm is
in the extended position. The hanger arm
may be apertured, as at 28, at spaced inter-
vals to receive hooks of separate supporting
structures.

It will be readily apparent from the above
description that the hanger may by means
of the separate bearing surfaces be supported
cither from a vertical support, or it may be
supported from a horizontal support such
as the under side of a shelf. Tt will also be
understood that the hanger may be clamped
to the supporting member 8 of the bracket,
which in turn may be permanently fastened
to a suitable vertical support, and in the
event such arrangement is desirous, the
hanger will be positioned for horizontal
swinging movement due to the rotatable con-
nection of the supporting member with the
bracket.

The operation of the device is as follows:
Assuming the hanger portion is suitably
mounted by rigid attachment to & fixed sup-
port, or the support of the bracket portion,
the hanger arm may be swung downwardly

%% to occupy the position shown by dotted lines
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in Fig. 2, or swung upwardly to occupy a
horizontal extended position as indicated in
Fig. 1 of the drawing. With the hanger arm
extended as in Fig. 1, conventional garment
hangers may be attached thereto, the arm
being retained in the extended position by
the slotted latch plate which engages the
comparatively short lever extension of the
arm at the upper edge. The arm will be re-
tained in the extended position indefinitely
but in order to conserve space which is often
the case, the arm may be swung downwardly
under the weight of garments hung thereon
by merely grasping the end of the arm and
forcing the push rod inwardly. The bifur-
cated inner end of the push rod will engage
the spring latch plate forcing it against the
tension of the spring to a point where the
inner end of the arm may be freed therefrom

allowing the arm to swing downwardly, To -

return the hanger arm to the extended posi-
tion it is only necessary to lift the free end
of the arm, the inner end thereof, in its
swinging motion, engaging the latch plate,
depressing it
spring until the end of the arm passes
through the slot clear of the latch, the spring
foreing the latch plate outwardly to engage
over the top of the hanger arm.” Tt will be

understood from the foregoing description

arm thus becomes automati-
the extended position.
Modifications of the structure shown and
described, will be apparent to those skilled
in the art, and the invention is not limited to
the specific embodiment selected for illustra-
tion, but the appended claims are intended as
broadly commensurate with the scope of the
invention, without limitation to the specific

that the hanger
cally latched in

features of construction deseribed in the spec-

ification.

I claim:

1. In a hanger of the character described,
the combination with a bracket support
mounted for a horizontal swinging move-
ment, comprising a vertical flat metal strap
having its lower portion bent forwardly and
twisted into a plane vertical thereto, the
outer end of said lower portion being bent
upwardly, of a hanger arm pivotally mount-
ed substantially at one end to said outer end
for vertical swinging movement in a plane
parallel to the plane of the lower portion,
releasable latch means mounted on said
bracket support for coaction with the inner
end of said arm to hold the same positioned
horizontally from said lower portion, and a
push rod slidably mounted on said arm for
cooperation with said latch means to release
the same.

2. In a hanger of the character described,
the combination with a bracket support com-
prising a flat metal strap having its lower
end bent outwardly and twisted through an
angle of substantially 90°, of a hanger arm

against the tension of the |
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pivotally mounted to said lower end for ver-
tical swinging movement, and releasable
means mounted on said bracket support for
holding said arm horizontally positioned.
Tn testimony whereof T have Jrersunto sub-

geribed my name.

IRVING ALANSON THOMI'SON.




