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[571 ABSTRACT

A device for use in adjustably mounting an accessory
element such as a curtain rod support on a window
frame, casement or the like. The device is so con-
structed as to permit horizontal and vertical adjust-
ment of the supported element. The device is readily
assembled without the necessity for bolts, screws,
clamps and the like. It can be used with conventional

accessory elements without the necessity of modifica-
tion thereto.

5 Claims, 2 Drawing Figures
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1
CURTAIN ROD SUPPORT

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

. The field of the invention is supporting devices and,
more particularly, a specially mounted, adjustable sup-
porting device for mounting accessory.elements such as
curtain rod supports on window casements and the like.
Curtains, drapes and the like have long been used to
decorate windows: These curtains are customarily
suspended from a-supporting ‘rod which is; in' turn,
secured to the frame or casemerit surrounding the win-
dow by means of an accessory element; such as a cur-
tain rod holder, It has been customary that such acces-

sory, elements are provided ‘with suitable flanges with-

holes therein so. that the accessory elements can be
mounted directly on the window casement or frame by
means of metal or- wood screws. In some cases, the ac-
cessory elements are mounted ‘on the walls surrounding
the -window frame using suitable wall anchors and
SCrews. ‘

These: prior installations have many disadvantages.
As stated, the accessory elements have been affixed to
the window casement or frame, or to the surrounding
wall, by screws. This obviously has resulted in unsightly
holes - marring the- woodwork - 6r other structural
member involved. When it has been desired to adjust or
change the position of the accessory element due to
shrinkage of the curtains, replacement thereof or for
any such reason, it has been necessary to drill a new set
of holes, thus adding to the disfigurement of the ares.
Further, such changes are. time consuming and expen-
sive. Also, disadvantages have been encountered when
attempting to mount conventional accessory elements
on irregularly shaped window frames, as such frames
do not present a planar front surface against which the
flanges of the accessory element can be fastened, Such
installations require the use of adapting elements such
as shlms and excessnvely large screws.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention permits the use of conven-
tional flanged accessory elements to support curtain
- rods while ¢liminating the necessity for drilling holes in
the front of the window frame or casement, or in the
surrounding wall ares: The ‘present-invention further
provides ready adjustment of the position of the acces-
sory element relative to the window frame, both
horizontally and vertically. Further, the device of the
present invention is readily removable from the win-
dow frame or casement.

The device of the present invention includes a sup-
porting means which is designed to engage a window
frame or casement. In the case of a wooden window
frame, the supporting means will have a planar top por-
tion of a width sufficient to overlie the top of the win-
dow frame. This top portion can have a hole in its sur-
face so it can be attached to the top of the window
frame by a screw, if desired. At the rear of the top por-
tion of the supporting means there is a downwardly-de-
pending rear portion which is adapted to fit between
the window frame and the wall on which it is mounted.
In the case of a metal frame or casement, the support-
ing means also has a planar top portion of a width suffi-
cient to overlie the top of the frame or :casement.
Where the frame or casement is of sufficient width, a
hole can be provided in the planar top portion so thata
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metal screw can be used to secure the supporting
means to the window frame or casement.. At the rear.of
the planar top portion of the supporting means there
can be a downwardly-depending rear portion which is
adapted to fit between the window frame or casement
and the wall on which it is mounted. At.the front of the
planar top-portion of the supporting means there is pro-
vided a downwardly-depending - front portion. This
front - portion is provided with at least one, and
preferably several, apertures arranged vertically.

A bracket means is supported by the supporting
means by a -flange -on the bracket means which is
adapted to be engaged in one of the apertures in the
front portion of the supporting means. The bracket
means has a pair of parallel spaced ears outwardly ex-
tending therefrom. Each of the ears has a notch in the
upper-surface thereof. -

Conventional accessory elements designed to be sup-
ported by the device of the present invention have at
least one flange designed to be parallel to the surface
upon which it is to be supported. A hole or aperture is
provided in the flange for use in securing the flange to a
wall surface or frame. In the present invention there is
provided a retaining means having a projection thereon
engageable in the hole in the flange of the accessory
element. This retaining means also has an elongated
portion which extends to each side of the projection
and is engageable in the slots in each ear of the bracket
means. Thus the accessory element is firmly held in
position by the projection on the retaining means
between the retaining means and the bracket means.

It can be seen that by use of the present invention the
position of the accessory element relative to the win-
dow is readily adjustable in both a horizontal or a verti-
cal direction. The position of the supporting means can
be adjusted horizontally relative to the window frame
by sliding the top planar portion along the top of the
frame. The position of the bracket can be adjusted ver-
tically relative to the supporting means by selecting the
proper aperture in the downwardly depending portion
of the supportmg means in which: the flange of the
bracket means is engaged.

" DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

" The character of the invention, however, may:be best
understood by reference to one of its structural forms,
as illustrated by the accompanying drawing, in which:

FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of an accessory ele-
ment supporting device in accordance with the present
invention; and

FIG. 2 is an exploded view in perspective of the
device of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring to the drawing, the illustrated invention
resides in a new and novel curtain accessory support as-
sembly which comprises a supporting means 10 having
a planar top portion 11. At the rear of the top portion
11 there is a rear portion 12 downwardly dependent
from the top portion 11. At the front of the top portion
11 there is a front portion 13 which depends from the
top portion 11 and is generally parallel to the rear por-
tion 12, In use the support means 10 overlies a conven-

tional window frame 30. The top portion 11 rests on
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the top of the window frame and the rear portion en-
gages the rear of the window frame. The front portion
13 of the support means is provided with a plurality of
apertures 14 arranged in vertical relationship.

A bracket means 15 is fastened to the support means
10 by a flange 16 carried by the bracket means which is
engaged in one of the apertures 14 in the front portion
of supporting means 10. The bracket means 15 has a

. pair of spaced parallel ears 17 extending outward

therefrom. Each ear 17 has a slot 18 in the upper sur-
face thereof. A rearwardly-directed tab 24 is provided
to extend into one of the apertures 14 and prevent side
movement.
. Conventional curtain accessory elements such as the
rod holding device 19 have at least one flange 20 which
lies parallel to the surface against which it is to be sup-
ported. These flanges 20 are provided with apertures or
holes 21 through which a wood or sheet metal screw
passes to afix the flange to a supporting surface.

A retaining means 22 is provided which has a projec-

-tion 23. The projection 23 cooperates with the hole 21
in the flange 20 of accessory element 19. The retaining
means 22 also has an elongated portion 24 which fits
into the slots 18 of the ears 17 of the bracket means 15.
The retaining means 22 also has a lower rectangular
portion 25 which is designed to fit between the ears 17
of the bracket means 15 to aid in the support of the ac-
cessory element 19.

It can be seen from FIG. 1 that the supporting means
10 is held in place by the window frame 30 and, in turn,
supports the bracket means 15. The accessory element
19 is supported by the projection 23 of the retaining
element 22 and is held in place within the confines of
the ears 17 of the bracket means 15 by the retaining
means 22.

Where it is desired to fixedly position the device on a
window frame 30, a suitable means may be inserted
through the hole 26 in the top portion 11 of the sup-
porting means 10.

It is obvious that minor changes may be made in the
form and construction of the invention without depart-
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ing from the material spirit thereof. It is not, however,

desired to confine the invention to the éxact form

herein shown and described, but it is desired to include
all such as properly come within the scope claimed.

The invention having been thus described, what is

claimed as new and desired to secure by Letters Patent

is:

1. A device for mounting an accessory element on a

window frame comprising;

a. support means adapted to be suspended from a
window frame and having a planar top portion, a
front portion downwardly depending therefrom
and having at least one aperture therein,

.’ bracket means including a flange engageable in an
aperture in the front portion of said support means
and - having a pair of parallel ears outwardly
disposed thereon, each ear having a slot therein;

¢. an accessory element including a flange having an
aperture therein, and

. retaining means having a projection engageable in
the aperture in the flange of said accessory ele-
ment and. including an elongated portion posi-
tionable within the slots in the ears of said bracket
means to lock the accessory element in position

relative to the window frame,
2. The device of claim 1 in which the support means

has a back portion downwardly depending from the top
portion thereof parallel to the front portion and
adapted to engage the rear surface of a window frame.

3. The device of claim 2 in which the top portion of
said support means contains an aperture adapted to
receive retaining means to fixedly engage the support
means to the window frame.

4. The device of claim 2 in which the front portion of
said support means contains a plurality of apertures
disposed in vertical relationship to one another.

5. The device of claim 2 in which the retaining means
has a lower rectangular portion which is positionable
below the slots and between the ears of said supporting
means.
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