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1. 

This invention relates to a body supporting 
garment Such as a girdle or corset and it is One 
object of the invention to prowide a garment of 
such construction that it will apply pressure to 
the front when worn and very effectively flatten 
the abdomen and hold Organs in their prOper 
positions. 
Another object of the invention is to prowide 

Such a garment with a front Section having an 
inner portion Orvest which is covered by an Outer 
sheet and includes in its construction vertical 
Stays Orbones Spaced from each other and con 
nected by horizontaly extending Strips of elastic 
fabric which are extended When the garment is 
put on and then contract to draw it tightly into 
place to lift and flatten the abdomen and place 
the organs in their correct positions. 
Another object of the invention is to so arrange 

the horizontaly extending elastic strips that they 
exert Warying degrees of restraint, the lower 
elastic strip being so located that it is opposite 
the pelwic bone and the other elastic Strips being 
So Spaced from each other that they are spaced 
in. accordance with tissue muscles of the body. 
The fact that the elastic strips are spaced from 
each other not only distributes the pressures 
exerted but also provides a light weight garment 
Which Will be comfortabletowear. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a garment having its front Section or West So 
shaped that it will very effectively Support the 
pelvic region and thighs of a woman and at the 
same time allow expansion when sitting upon a 
chair. 
Another object of the invention is to prowide 

a garment wherein the front section or West is so 
shaped that Side portions thereof extend down 
wardly and carry garters which, when connected 
with stockings, serve very effectively to prewent 
the garment from riding upwardly out of proper 
position when Worn. 
Another object of the invention is to prowide 

the garment with an inner front section or west 
covered by an Outer Section formed of fabric and 
serving to cover the stays orbones and prewent 
them from projecting outwardly and showing 
through a dress. The arrangement includes at 
least one stay adapted to extend over the high 
point of the abdomen the lower end of Which is 
arranged undermeath a plurality preferably of 
layers of the elastic Strips and also, the Outer 
fabric section whereby the end of the stay is 
effectively prewented from protruding and show 
ing through the outer garment of the wearer. 
Another Object of the invention is to prowide 
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2 
a garment having side sections across which ex 
tend strips of elastic fabric which draw the gar 
ment close about the waist line and prowide a 
Comfortable fit While allowing expansion and con 
traction and permit a person wearing the gar 
ment to bend Over and Sideways Without discom 
fort. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

such, a garment which is of light weight but 
strong construction and very comfortable. 
The invention is illustrated in the accompany 

ing dra Wings Wherein.: 
Fig. 1 is a front view of the improved garment. 
Fig. 2 is a sectional view taken horizontaly 

through the garment along line 2-2 of Fig, 1. 
Fig. 3 is a front wiew of the garment with the 

Outer covering removed to disclose the Construc 
tion of the inner West. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 
Verticallyalong line 4–4 of Figure 1. 

Fig. 5 is a Vertical Sectional view taken through 
side portions Of the garment and looking toward 
the front thereof. 

Fig. 6 is a view looking at the back of theupper 
portion of the garment. 

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary sectional wiew taken 
through a side portion of the garment.along line 
7–7 of Figure 3. 

Fig. 8 is a perspective View of the inner front 
section or vest, looking at the Outer face thereof 
with the Outer sheet fabric section removed. 

Fig. 9 is a perSpective View looking from thein 
side at the inner face of the West Section. 

Fig. 10 is a fragmentary wiew showing a West 
of modified construction. 

Fig. 11 is a front View of a garment of theim 
proved Construction having an upper portion 
formed With a brassière. 

Fig. 2 is another fragmentary View Similar to 
Fig. 10 but showing a west of another modified 
construction. 
This improved garment, which may be a corset, 

girdle or a full length garment including a 
brassière, has a front section I, a rear section 2, 
and side sections 3 mounted between the front 
and rear sections. One side section has its upper 
portion connected with the adjoining side edge 
of the front Section by a "zipper” connection 4 
but it Will be understood that other Suitable con 
nections may be provided or the Side sections 
both sewed to the Side edges of the front section 
for the full length thereof if sodesired. The rear 
section 2 is formed of fabric reinforced by Verti 
cally extending Stays orbones 5 and atits top the 
rear Section is provided midway its Width: With an 
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insert 6 formed of elastic fabric. The Side Sec 
tions are formed of elastic fabric so that they 
may stretch transversely and theirupperends are 
reinforced by transversely extending strips 7 
formed of elastic fabric and of such width and 
thickness that they serve very effectively to cause 
the garment to fit smugly about the walist of a 
person but allow suficient give to permita person 
to bend over or sideways with comfort. Other 
forms of reinforcement may be employed in place 
of the Strips 7. In each case, howewer, this re 
inforcement means should be located a short dis 
tance below the extreme top edge of the garment 
to permit a little more stretch at the edge and 
thereby greater comfort to the wearer, particu 
larly in the Sitting position. 
The front section i has an inner West 8 and 

an outer sheet of covering 9, which Outer sheet 
has it's lower end formed midway its width: With 
an upward?y tapered slash or recess to receive 
an insert 10 which is expansible transwersely and 
is of Such height that when a person wearing the 
corset sits down upon a chair the lower portion 
of the outer sheet may expand and thus prewent 
undesirable binding while in a Seated position. 
The West 8 has Side panels I i formed Of fabric 
and Sewed along their outer side edges into the 
seams connecting edges of the Outer sheet With 
the Side Sections and having their inner Side 
edges Sewed to opposite side edges of a center 
Strip or panel i 2 which is also formed of fabric. 
The lower end portions or the Side panels are 
tapered to form tongues 13 terminating close to 
but slightly above the lower edge of the Outer 
sheet, 9 and the lower end portions of the Center 
panel or strip 12 is also tapered to form a tongue 
14 which has its lower end terminating Substan 
tially ewen with upper ends of the tongues 3 
and in slightly overlapped relation to the upper 
end of the insert 0. Strips of elastic fabric 15, 4, 
i 6, 7, and i 8 extend across the center panel 
transversely thereof in vertical Spaced relation 
to each Other with their ends Sewed into the 
seams connecting the center panel with inner 
side edges of the Side panels, and upon referring 
to Figures 3 and 8 it will be seen that the upper 
strip i 5 is quite narrow and the lower Strip 18 
quite wide, the intermediate Strips 16 and 7 be 
ing of greater width: than the upper Strip but of 
appreciably less width: than the lower Strip. The 
elastic strips are of Such length that the center 
panel is held in gathered or crinkled condition 
before the corset is put on and When the corset 
is put on the elastic strips will be stretched asfar 
as allowed, by the Width of the center panel and 
Will then Contract and Cause the Corset to fit 
snugly about the person Wearing the same. The 
upper edges of the center panel and the Side 
panels are Sewed allong the upper edge Of the 
outer covering or Sheet, 9 and the lower end of 
the center panel is Secured to the lower edge Of 
the Wide elastic Strip i 8, but in a manner Such 
as not to interfere With the stretch of Strip i 8. 
Pockets i 9 are formed adjoining side edges of the 
panels and into these pockets are fitted Stays or 
bOnes 20, Other Stays Or bOnes 2 i being mounted 
in a pocket 22 extending vertically midway the 
width of the center panel. While one bone has 
been shown in each of the pockets 19 and 22 it 
will be understoOd that more than One bone may 
be fitted into these pockets. The elastic Strip 17 
is preferably slightly shorter than the strips 15, 
i 6 and i 8 SO that When the COTSet is Worn there 
Will be slightly greater Constricting pull at this 
point and in order to assist in applying pul allong 
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4 
the strip | 8 there has been provided a supple 
mental elastic Strip 23 Spaced from upper and 
lower edges of the Strip 18. This auxiliary elastic 
strip 23 is of the same length as strip 17 and 
thereforeslightly Shorter than Strip | 8. The wide 
strip i 8 Serves by its Contraction to exert up 
lifting pressuire upon the abdomen and place the 
organs in the correct positions, and the compan 
ion strips i 8 and 23 provide a double thickness 
Of elastic fabric they Cooperate to prowide an in 
creased flattening preSSure Or l'eStraint allong the 
line of the Strip 23 which extends across to the 
normally highest point of the abdomen. When 
a person Wearing the corset sits or leans for 
Wardly the elastic Strips Will Stretch and allow 
expansion about the hips S0 that the corset Will 
be comfortable When Seated aS Well aS When 
standing. The front garter straps 24 are of the 
loop type with One end attached to the corre 
spondingtongue 23 and the other end to the Outer 
fabric Section S. The Tear garter straps 25 are 
mounted at the junction of Side edges of the rear 
section 2 with l'ear edges Cf the Side Section 3. 

It Will alSO be understoOd that the bOnes 29 
and 2: ale Of Such length that their lower ends 
are Spaced Upwardiy from the lower edge Of the 
elastic Strip i 8 a suficient distance to prewent 
them from hawing thrusting pressure upon the 
abdomen when a person is in sitting position. Of 
particular importance is the fact that the lower 
end of Stay 2 i terminates underneath the strip 
23 and accordingiy is Surmounted by both strips 
23 and 18 and also the outer fabric section 9. 
This assures that the lower end of stay 2 i will 
be prewented from shoWing through the Outer 
garments of the Wearer and Smooth Outer ap 
pearance results at this critical point. 
The fabric Sheet, 9 in general Selves as a Shield 

for the West and prowides the corset with a Smooth 
Surface at its front and when a dress is put on 
over the corset it will fit Smoothly against the 
corset and no ridges will be formed by the bones 
Of Seans Of the Corset. 
In the form of Figs. 1 to 9, the lower portion of 

panels i I have been shown cut away at their op 
posed edges to form tongues 13. It will be un 
derstood, hoWever, that this may have other 
Shapes, Such as shown in Fig. 10, where these 
edges continue down in a Straight linie. Or, as 
shown in Fig. 12, these portions may be omitted 
entirely, the panels i terminating allong edges 
such as are shown at f b. In this latter case, in 
stead of employing loop garters 24 as is shown in 
the preceding figures, a single Strand garter may 
be employed attached so?ely to the Outer fabric 
section 9. 

Instead of forming the garment as a girdle or 
corset of the type shown, it may be a full length 
corset and have a brassière associated with it, as 
shown in Figure 11. In this embodiment the 
corset has front and rear sections and Side Sec 
tions corresponding to the sections !, 2, and 3 
and indicated in general by the same reference 
characters but it Should be noted that the corset 
i; Of great:r height So thai, it will extend upwardly 
about a person's body instead of terminating at 
approxi:1ately the waist line. The front section 
has an inner vest 25 corresponding to the vest 8 
and covered by an outer sheet 27 corresponding 
to the sheet, 9 and the intermediate panel of this 
We:t is Crossed by elastic strips corresponding to 
those previously described. The upper portion 
of the front section is of reduced width to provide 
a tongue 28 Sewed between the cups 29 of the 
brassière 30 which have the usual extensions or 
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fiaps 3. which are extended rearwardly and de 
tachably Connected With each other at the back 
when the corset is worn. When thistype of corset 
is Worn the front section acts the same as the 
front Section of the girdle previously described 
and applies a pressure to flatten and lift up the 
abdomen and hold the organs in their proper 
positions. 
Having thus described the invention, what is 

claimed is: 
i. A garment including a front section having 

aminher West and an Outer sheet covering the West, 
Saidwesthaving side portions and an intermediate 
portion reinforced mid Way its Width, by Vertical 
stays, and strips of elastic fabric extending 
across the Outer Surface of the Said intermediate 
portion and Secured at their ends to side edges Of 
the Said intermediate portion, Said elastic Strips 
being Vertically Spaced from each other and pro 
gressively of increased width towards the lower 
end of the intermediate portion and being of leSS 
length: than the width of the Said intermediate 
portion whereby the elastic stripswill be stretched 
longitudinally in a direction transVersely of the 
said intermediate portion when the garment is 
worn and exert pull to contract the West trans 
wersely and apply pressure to the abdomen. 

2. A. garment including a front section having 
an inner vest and an outer sheet covering the 
vest, Said vest comprising side panels and an 
intermediate panel of thick fabric reinforced by 
vertical?y extending stays spaced from its side 
edges, elastic strips extending horizontally across 
the front face of the intermediate panel in front 
of the sanie one above another and Secured at 
their ends to side edges of the Said intermediate 
panel, the lower one of Said elastic strips being 
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of appreciably greater width: than the otherstrips, 
and an auxiliary elastic strip disposed back of 
the saidlower strip and secured atits ends to side 
edges of the intermediate panel, Said elastic strips 
being stretched longitudinally in a direction 
transversely of the West when the garment is Worn 
to contract the West transwersely and the auxiliary 
elastic strip being also stretched transwersely of 
the West and cooperating with the said, lower 
elastic Strip to apply uplifting pressure to the 
abdomen. 

3. A. garment including a front section having 
an inner vest and an outer sheet covering the 
West, Said West comprising fabric side panels and 
an intermediate panel reinforced by Vertically 
extending stays, and elastic reinforcing means 
for the intermediate panel disposed in front of 
the intermediate panel and extending trans 
wersely thereof in Vertical Spaced relation to each 
other and Secured allong side edges of the said 
intermediate panel, the elastic reinforcing means 
being stretched when the garment is Worn to 
flattera the diaphragm. 

JOSEPH. J. KISPERT. 
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