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ABSTRACT
Disclosed is a package for containing a battery-powered device having both a
power switch and a safety button, where both the power switch and the safety button must be
actuated in order to turn the product on. The package has integral means to maintain the satety
button in a depressed position, as well as means for a user to actuate the power switch while it 1s
in the package in order to observe the operation of the device. Another embodiment package

includes means to permit access to the safety button and a power switch of the device while the

device is in the package in order to observe the operation of the device.



CA 02522967 2005-10-07

PACKAGE WITH PRODUCT DEMONSTRATION FEATURE

10001

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
1. Field of the Invention
[0002] The present invention generally relates to product packaging. Specifically, the

invention provides a package for a battery-powered product that allows a potential purchaser to

momentarily turn the product on while 1t is in the package in order to observe the operation of

the product.
2. Description of the Related Art

[0003} Various types of packages are used for packaging small articles of merchandise
and displaying them in retail environments. A non-exhaustive list includes blister packages;
cardboard, paper board, and plastic boxes and tubes; and plastic “clamshells.” Many variations
of these basic package types have been developed to address particular packaging needs.

[0004] In recent years, certain types of products have been packaged for sale in packages
that allow a potential purchaser to demonstrate the product while it is still in the package. Such
“try-me” packages provide a sales advantage over other types of packaging, since they allow
shoppers to actually observe the operation of the product before purchasing it.

[0005} Among the products that have been packaged in such “try-me” packages are
battery-powered devices having motors that are turned on by means of a switch on the product.
“Try-me” packages for such products may i\néorporate a transparent, deformable “blister” or
“clamshell” of thermoformed plastic or similar material. The shopper can actuate the power
switch by pressing on the package, which deforms to allow the shopper to press the switch.

Ideally, the blister or clamshell is made of a material that will spring back to its original contours

when pressure 1s released.
[0006] There must be some means to prevent the switch from being left in the “on”

position and draining the batteries in the device. One solution to this problem is to use a

momentary contact switch that automatically returns to the “off” position when pressure on the

switch 1s released.
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[0007] Certain battery-powered products present a particular challenge for the use of
“try-me” packaging. These are products that, because of safety concerns, have a separate safety-
lock button that must be depressed before the power switch can be actuated to turn the device on.
Two examples are a battery-powered grass shear and a battery-powered weed and grass trimmer.
I[f a battery-powered grass shear 1s provided with such a safety-lock button to guard against
accidental activation, merely allowing a user to press the power switch through the packaging
will not be sufficient to turn the product on unless the package has some means for holding the
satety-lock button in the depressed position or allowing the user access to the safety-lock button.
No previously known package provides such a feature.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
10008} Accordingly, it 1s an object of the present invention to provide a package having
integral means to hold a Safety-lock button on a battery-powered device in the depressed
position, as well as means for a potential purchaser to actuate the power switch of such a device
while it 1s 1n the package in order to observe the operation of the device.
10009} It 1s another object of the present invention to provide a package having means to
permit access to a safety-lock button and a power switch of a battery-powered device while the
device 1s 1n the package in order to observe the operation of the device.
10010} What 1s disclosed 1s a package for containing a battery-powered device having

both a power switch and a safety-lock button, where both the power switch and the safety-lock

button must be actuated in order to turn the product on.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011] FIG. 1 1s a side elevational view of a battery-powered grass shear.
[0012] FIG. 2 1s a top plan view of the battery-powered grass shear.
[0013] FIG. 3 1s a side elevational view of the battery-powered grass shear in a sealed

package of the present invention showing a cross section of the package.

[0014] FIG. 4 1s a top plan view of the battery-powered grass shear packaged in a second
embodiment of a scaled package of the present invention.

10015] FIG. 5 1s a side elevational view of the battery-powered grass shear packaged in
the second embodiment of the sealed package of the present invention.

[0016] FIG. 6 1s a side elevational view of a battery-powered weed and grass trimmer.

10017} FIG. 7 1s a top plan view of the battery-powered weed and grass trimmer.

20



CA 02522967 2005-10-07

10018] FIG. 8 1s a top plan view of the battery-powered weed and grass trimmer

packaged in a third embodiment of a sealed package of the present invention.
10019} FIG. 9 1s a side elevational view of the battery-powered weed and grass trimmer
packaged in the third embodiment of the sealed package of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION
10020] FIGS. 1 and 2 show a battery-powered grass shear generally designated as 10.
Shear 10 1s not part of the present invention, but 1s 1llustrated as an example of a type of product
suitable for packaging in a package of the present invention. Shear 10 has a housing 12 designed
to be held 1n a user’s hand. Shear 10 includes blades 22 and 24. Disposed on the top of housing
12 1s a push-button type power switch 50. For a product intended to be packaged in a package of
the present invention, power switch 30 1s ideally a momentary contact switch that springs up
again when pressure on the switch 1s released. A safety button 54 i1s provided on the underside
of housing 12, where it can be conveniently pressed by the index finger of a user grasping the
shear 10. Shear 10 1s designed such that safety button 54 must be pressed and held before power
switch 50 can be actuated to turn on shear 10.
[0021} FIG. 3 shows a package of the present invention containing a shear of the type
illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2. A package, generally designated as 100, comprises a backing card
102 and a transparent blister portion 104. Backing card 102 and blister portion 104 are
manufactured using materials and methods well-known 1n the packaging art. Blister portion 104
is generally molded to conform to the top contours of shear 10 and has sidewalls dimensioned, so
that when shear 10 is placed into the blister portion 104, the backing card 102 can be laid flat
across the blister portion and bonded by means known in the art to a generally flat outer
perimeter flange-like portion 106 of blister portion 104, such that shear 10 1s held securely within
blister portion 104 with minimal space to move. However, to facilitate the “try-me” feature, it is
necessary that the part of blister portion 104 containing blades 22, 24 be wide enough to
accommodate the full range of motion of blades 22, 24 in accordance with normal operation of
shear 10. '
10022 The portion of blister portion 104 over power switch 50 must be pliable enough to
permit a potential purchaser to press blister portion 104 down far enough to actuate power switch
50. Ideally, blister portion 104 is manufactured of a shape-retaining material that will spring

back to its original contours after it has been pressed down to actuate power switch 50.

-3 -
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0023] Since shear 10 1s equipped with a safety button 54 that must be pressed in order to
turn on the motor, a safety button block 108 1s enclosed in package 100 between backing card
102 and shear housing 12. Safety button block 108 is preferably made of a relatively rigid,
lightweight material, such as ngid plastic or foam, and is sized and shaped to fit securely
between backing card 102 and housing 12 such that it holds safety button 54 in the depressed
position while shear 10 is in package 100, thus allowing shoppers to turn on the motor by simply
deforming the blister portion 104 above power switch 50 and pressing power switch 50. Once
shear 10 is removed from package 100, safety button block 108 no longer presses against safety
button 54 and shear 10 is restored to full functionality.

10024] FIGS. 4 and 5 show another embodiment of a package, generally designated as
200. Package 200 comprises a transparent front blister portion 204 and a transparent back blister
portion 203. Front blister portion 204 and back blister portion 203 are manufactured using
materials and methods well-known in the packaging art. Front and back blister portions 204, 203
are generally molded to conform to contours of shear 10. Front and back blister portions 204,
203 have sidewalls dimensioned so that when shear 10 is placed between the front and back
blister portions 204, 203, the sidewalls are bonded by means known 1n the art to a generally flat
outer perimeter flange-like portion 206 of package 200 such that shear 10 1s held securely within
package 200 with minimal space to move. However, to facilitate the “try-me” feature, it 1s
necessary that the part of package 200 containing the blades 22, 24 be wide enough to
accommodate the full range of motion of movable blade 22. A power switch opening 210 1s
positioned in front blister portion 204 to align with power switch 50 to permit a potential
purchaser to press and actuate power switch 50. A safety opening 212 is positioned in back
blister portion 203 to align with safety button 54 to permit a potential purchaser to press and
actuate safety button 54.

10025] FIGS. 6-9 illustrate a package 300 according to the present invention used with a
weed and grass trimmer 310, which 1s similar to package 200.

10026 In another embodiment (not shown), the present invention is manufactured as a
“clamshell-type” package having two transparent thermoformed halves molded to conform
generally to the contours of the product to be contained therein and joined by an
integrally-molded hinge portion that allows the halves to be folded together around the product.

The edges of the halves are then sealed by a process known 1n the art. In this embodiment of the

-4 .-



CA 02522967 2005-10-07

present invention, the halves of the clamshell package are molded to securely hold the safety
button block against the safety button in order to maintain the safety button in the depressed
position. In an alternative embodiment of the clamshell design, the clamshell halves themselves
are molded to hold the safety button in the depressed position, so no separate safety button block
1S required.

10027} Those skilled 1n the art will appreciate that the above packages described above
are only potential embodiments of such a “try-me” package. Other types of packaging may also
be provided with such a “try-me” feature within the scope of the present invention and any
claims appended hereto.

[0028] According to the provisions of the patent statutes, we have explained the
principle, preferred construction, and mode of operation of the present invention, and have
1llustrated and described what we now consider to represent its best embodiments. However, it
should be understood that within the scope of the appended claims and the foregoing description,

the invention may be practiced otherwise than specifically 1llustrated and described.
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WHAT IS CLAIMED I8S:

— p— —r am

. A sealed package for containing a battery-powered device, where said
battery-powered device has a power switch for starting the device and a safety button that must
be depressed before the device can be started, comprising:

means to allow a prospective purchaser to momentarily operate the device while
the device 1s 1n said package; and

means for constantly depressing the safety button while the device 1s 1n said

package.

2. The package of claim 1, wherein:
said package 1s a blister package, and
said blister package including:
a blister portion defining a preformed cavity surrounded by a flat, flange-
like portion and having an opening;
a backing card bonded to said flange-like portion, supporting said blister
portion, and closing said opening of said preformed cavity; and
a block of rigid material retained within said package such that said block
maintains the safety button in a depressed position,
wherein said blister portion is deformable to allow a prospective purchaser
to actuate the power switch of the device contained therein by pressing down on said blister

portion over said power switch.

3. The package of claim 2, wherein said preformed cavity i1s molded to

conform to a shape of the device.

4. The package of claim 1, wherein said package is a clamshell-type package

having a block of rigid material therein positioned to maintain the safety button of the device in a

depressed position.

5. The package of claim 1, wherein said package is a clamshell-type package

that 1s molded to conform to a shape of the device such that a shape of said package maintains

-6 -
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the safety button of the device in a depressed position, wherein said clamshell package is

manufactured of a material that is deformable to allow a prospective purchaser to actuate the

power switch of the device contained therein by pressing down on the portion ot said package

over sald power switch.

0. A sealed package for containing a battery-powered device, where said
battery-powered device has a power switch for starting the device and a satety button that must
be depressed before the device can be started, comprising a feature that permits a user to operate

the device while it is still in the package.

7. The package of claim 6, wherein said feature includes a first element

configured to allow a user to actuate the safety button while the device is 1n said package and a

second element configured to allow a user to actuate the power switch while the device is in said

package.

8. The package of claim 7, wherein:

said first element is a power switch opening aligned with said power switch,

said second element 1s a safety button opening aligned with said satety button,
and

said user can actuate the safety button through the safety button opening and said

user can actuate the power switch through the power switch opening.

9. The package of claim 6, wherein said package 1s transparent.
10. The package of claim 6, wherein said package 1s pliable.

[1.  The package of claim 6, said package further including a f{ront blister

portion and a back blister portion.

12.  The package of claim 11, wherein a joint created by joining said front

blister portion with said back blister portion is a flange-like member.
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