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data signals representative of bit patterns of two or more bits facilitate in-
creases in data transfer rates relative to devices communicating data signals
indicative of individual bits. Programming of such memory devices includes
initially programming a cell with a coarse programming pulse to move its
threshold voltage in a large step close to the programmed state. The neigh-
boring cells are then programmed using coarse programming. The algorithm
Y then returns to the initially programmed cells that are then programmed with
one or more fine pulses that slowly move the threshold voltage in smaller
steps to the final programmed state threshold voltage.
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