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The invention relates to a means for use in af 
fixing Snap fasteners to the cloth portions ar 
ranged to be secured thereby, and relates inore 
particularly to a means for insuring the affixing 
Of the cooperating members of the fastener to 
the cloth portions in proper relative position. 
An object of the invention is to provide an ex 

tremely Simple means of the character described 
Which Will not only insure the proper relative po 
Sitioning of the cooperating fastener members on 
the different cloth portions, but will facilitate the 
ease and effectiveness with which each member 
of the fastener may be sewed or otherwise affixed 
to the cloth portion associated with the member. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

means of the character described which may, if 
desired, be used with fasteners of existing de 
Sign and construction without requiring any 
change or modification of such fasteners. 
The invention possesses other objects and fea 

tures of advantage, SOne of Which, with the fore 
going, Will be set forth in the following descrip 
tion of the preferred form of the invention which 
is illustrated in the drawing accompanying and 

It is to be. forming part of the Specification. 
understood, however, that variations in the show 
ing made by the said drawing and description 
may be adopted within the Scope of the inven 
tion as set forth in the claims. 

Referring to said drawing: 
Figure 1 is a side elevation, partly in Section, 

showing the aligning member in One of the posi 
tions aSSurned in effecting the alignment of the 
fastener elements. 

Figure 2 is a fragmentary Side View Somewhat 
similar to Figure 1, but showing the parts posi 
tioned in a further step in the operation. 

Figure 3 is a plan View of a fastener element of 
Somewhat modified form. 

Figure 4 is a side view partly in Section, show 
ing the aligning means of my invention Inodi 
fied for use with a further modified form of 
fastener. 
As illustrated in the drawing, the aligning 

means of my invention includes an aligning and 
naking reiber 2 Which in the form of the in 
vention illustrated in Figures 1 and 2 conprises a 
finger engaging or gripping portion 3, a cloth 
backing portion 4, and a cloth piercing and fas 
tener element engaging polition 5. The aligning 
member as previously pointed out is arranged 
for use in connection with the well known type 
of Snap fasterner made up of two elements 8 and 
9 adapted for attachment to the opposed cloth 
portions 11 and 12 for the releasable securing to 
gether of which the fastener is utilized. 
The elements 8 and 9 are formed with stud 

and socket portions 13 and 14 respectively which 
are designed for releasable connection in a Well 

Attachment of the individual 
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elements to the associated cloth portions is usual 
ly effected by sewing the former to the cloth, suit 
able openings 16 being invariably provided in the 
body portions of the elements so that the needle 
may be threaded therethrough and the threads 
looped over the side edges thereof. 
Much difficulty is usually encountered in se 

curing the elements in proper cooperating rela 
tion on the separate cloth portions, particularly 
When the elements are of Small size. Heretofore, 
attempts have been made to obtain a centralizing 
of the eleinents by providing a central opening 
in the stud and socket portions of the cooperat 
ing elements whereby after one of the elementS 
has been affixed to a cloth portion, a needle may 
be passed through such openings to mark or 
otherwise indicate the proper position for the co 
operating element on the other cloth portion. 
This arrangement however, as may be readily 
Seen, involves a special construction of fastener 
element, as most fasteners have at least one of 
the eiements imperforate at the center. Then 
too, the Lise of an ordinary needle or pin for hold 
ing the second element in place during the Sew 
ing operation, is not satisfactory since the hold 
ing of the needle by the sewer is sometimes awk 
ward and results in the latter unconsciously shift 
ing the element or rumpling and puckering the 
cloth under and adjacent the element to thus 
cause the element to be sewed in place in an un 
gainly nanner and more or less out of position. 
With my device and arrangement, however, the 
proper securing and aligning of the elements on 
the cloth are possible Without requiring any Spe 
cial construction of the snap, or if desired, as will 
be hereinafter pointed out, the aligning member 
may be modified for use with specially con 
structed fasteners and still afford the advantages 
of neat and proper attachment. 
In adapting my device for use without involv 

ing any change in the construction or design of 
existing fasteners, I utilize the openings 16 pro 
vided therein as aforesaid for Sewing the ele 
ments. to the cloth. Almost invariably in all fas 
teners, two of such openings 16 are disposed in 
each of the elements in diametrically Opposed re 
lation with the spacing, between the openings 
Substantially the same in both elements, and as 
shown in Figures 1 and 2, the piercing portion 
5 of the aligning nember is in the form of a 
pair of prongs spaced the same as the opposed 
openings so that both prongS may Sirihultaneous 
ly enter the openings. Preferably the member 
2 is formed of one piece of material, Such as 
relatively inflexible Wire, with the extremities of 
the wire defining the prongs. 
In using the device, after one of the elements, 

as for example the stud element 8, has been 
sewed in position on the associated cloth portion 
11, the latter is placed over the other cloth por 
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tions are arranged to be secured together. Then, 
as indicated in Figure 1, the aligning member is 
placed On the free side of the cloth 11 and manip 
ulated to extend the prongs through the latter 
material and a pair of opposed openings 16 and 
likewise clear through the cloth 12, it being noted 
that the openings are large enough to permit 
ready penetration of the prongs therethrough 
notwithstanding the presence of the looped 
threads 17. The member 2 is then retracted, 
leaving a pair of well defined marks in the cloth 
12. Thereupon the member 2 is placed on the 
Outer side of cloth 12 and the prongs extended 
therethru at the points defined by the markings 
aforesaid. With the prongs thus extended the 
COOperating element 9 of the fastener is inserted 
Over the prongs with the latter projected through 
a pair of Opposed openings as clearly shown in 
Figure 2. The element may now be sewed to 
the cloth 12 by use of two or more of the open 
ingS 16 not engaged by the prongs, and as soon 
a.S this is effected the aligning member is with 
drawn and the element further sewed to the cloth 
by use of the openings vacated by the prongs. 
It will thus be seen that the element 9 will through 
the medium of member 2 be sewed in a position 
directly controlled by the position of element 8. 
AS previously explained the aligning member 

of my invention is so designed that it will not 
Only indicate the proper position for the cooper 
ating element, but it will insure the sewing of 
the element to the cloth in correct alignment 
and neat execution. By reference to the draw 
ing it. Will be seen that between the prongs and 
the finger engaging portion of the member, is 
the backing portion 4 which serves as a means 
of insuring the penetration of the prongs at right 
angles to the cloth portions and what is more 
important provides a support or backing for the 
Second element and the cloth covered thereby 
during the sewing operation. This portion 4 in 
the present embodiment is designed as a part of 
the loop 3 adapted for the reception of the 
SeWer's finger, and comprises a portion of the Wire 
bent at right angles to the prongs and extend 
ing practically the full width of the member. It 
Will be Seen that when the prongs are fully ex 
tended through the cloth 12 and the associated 
fastener element, the backing portion of the 
member will be firmly held against the cloth and 
the latter thus in turn firmly held between the 
backing portion and fastener element. In this 
manner during the time the fastener element is 
being Sewed in position with the aligner mem 
ber Operatively engaged therewith, the element 
cannot shift on the cloth and the material under 
or adjacent the element will not pucker and re 
Sult in the undesired condition as before ex 
plained. It is also to be noted that the proper 
retention of the element and cloth is facilitated 
by the design of the device to permit the sewer's 
finger to rest directly against the backing por 
tion and centrally of the prongs. As a further 
means of insuring the proper sewing of the ele 
ment On the cloth 12, a double thickness of the 
Wire is provided for at least part of the backing 
portion 4, Such increased thickness being pref 
erably provided by overlapping the Wire at the 
sides of the backing portion. 
While it is preferable that the aligning member 

be arranged for cooperation with the existing 
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sewing holes of the fastener, it is obvious that in 
instances such as where the Sewing holes in a 
fastener are unsuitable for engagement by the 
prongs, or where the holes in the separate ele 
ments are not readily alignable, there may be 
provided one or more special holes or the equiva 
lent, such as at 21 in Figure 3. In the latter in 
stance the hole 21 Serves together with the dia 
metrically opposed opening 16 for engagement 
by the prongs. 
Where as in Figure 4, each of the fastener ele 

ments is formed with a special single aligning 
opening 22 at the center, the aligning member 
I prefer to use with this construction, is provided 
with but one prong 23, the backing portion 24 and 
finger engaging portion 25 being retained. 

It will now be clear that the aligning means of 
my invention is well adapted to the accomplish 
ment of the objectShereinbefore referred to. 

I claim: 
1. Means for use with a snap fasteine) having 

cooperating elements designed to be sewed to 
separate cloth portions and having registerable 
aligning parts, comprising a prong arranged for 
engagement with said aligning parts simultane 
ously, a backing portion presenting a backing face 
at right angles to the axis of Said prong and de 
signed to support one of the elementS On the 
associated cloth portion during the Sewing Opera 
tion, and a holding portion for receiving a finger 
of the sewer to hoid the aligning means in posi 
tion. 

2. Means for use with a snap fastener having 
cooperating eiements designed to be Sewed to 
separate cloth portions and having pairs of regis 
terable aligning portions, comprising a Wire men 
ber having a central portion formed into a hold 
ing portion for the reception of the sewer's finger, 
a pair of parallel prongs defining the end por 
tions of the wire member and arranged to Sinul 
taneously engage all of Said aligning portions, 
and a backing portion arranged between Said 
prongs and the ring and providing a Supporting 
face for one of the elements and the aSSociated 
cloth portion at the base of and at right angles 
to Said pl’OngS. 

3. Means for use with a Snap fastener having 
cooperating elements designed to be Sewed to 
separate cloth portions and having registerable 
aligning portions, comprising a Wire member hav 
ing a prong arranged for simultaneous engager 
ment of said aligning portions, a backing por 
tion of a double thickness of wire at the base of 
said prong and forming a supporting Surface for 
one of the elements and associated cloth at right 
angles to the prong, and a holding portion for the 
finger of the operator designed to position the 
finger below the part of the backing portion di 
rectly at the base of the prong. 

4. Means for use with a snap fastener having 
cooperating elements designed to be secured to 
separate cloth portions and having registerable 
aligning parts, comprising a prong arranged for 
engagement with said aligning parts Simultane 

80 

85 

95 

30 

35 

13 

...w 

123 

ously, a backing portion presenting a backing face ... 
laterally disposed to the length of Said prong and 
designed to support one of the elements on the 
associated cloth portion during the sewing opera 
tion, and a holding portion engageable by a finger 
of the sewer to hold the aligning means and the 
backing face in position. 
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